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READER, | 1 L* 
Have found a ſweet ſavour of Jeſus's precidus 
name, free grace, and perfect ſalvation, in theſe 
meditations; and therefore I am perſuaded it will 
be doing thee oo -ſervice to recommend them 
to thy peruſal. © They will be profitable to thee,” if 
thou art hüngering and thirſting after Jeſus and his 
righteouſneſs ; or if thou art one of thoſe happy 
ſouls, who know Jeſus'to be the Lord by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and art deſiring to grow in the knowledge of 
his adorable Perſon, and in the love of the Father 
through him. May the Lord ehe Spirit witneſs to 
thy heart, of Jeſus, whilſt thou art reading them, and 
render them the means of glorifying Jeſus in thy life 
and converſation, that thou mayeſt learn from every 
Page to truſt him more, to hope more in him, and to 
ove him more, who is thy ALL; and if thou liveſt 
upon him IN ALL, he will be thy heaven upon 
earth, and thy heaven of heavens in eternal glory. 
To his tender compaſſion I commend thee — 
being thy well-wiſher (whoever thou art) in that ev 
))) Oo. „ 
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THE READER. 5 
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II LVE R, of human eloquence, 5 gold, of "2 WP 
literature, from me thou wilt receive none; but 


thee. One is our maſter, even Chriſt. Matt. 23. 10. It 
has been my earneſt prayer, that to his glory mine eye 


his ſalvation. This I have found the ſupport and tri- 
umph of my own ſoul, while exerciſed. — great diſ- 
order and weakneſs of body, in this Work. If che 
Lord and giver of all-grace, is pleaſed to bleſs. this 
fehle Attempt, to the ſpiritual profit of any of * 
| ons children, to Nan: ws all the giney's is que. 
| aL VE ni £5720 

- As love. covereth a uti of Faults, : 
| 3 faith:availeth; much, may theſe, . 

ec in behalf of the following and Towards 
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- ack 8s. T have, plain truth in plain ſtile, I give. unto 


might be jingle. - One grand point has been my chief 
aim, namely, to exalt the Lord Jeſus and the glory of 


» : . Bn 7 5 f 4 g o k = po 
3 3 ¾— . §— A L d T CT ed I III oo oo 


Mi 


. R offs 3 19! | 


| Janvary 5 ( 1 


. Thou ſhalt be called. by a new name, which the _ 
of the Lord ſhall name. Iſa. 42. 2. 


The church of God, according to the Es of 
the ever- bleſſed Trinity, ſtands in the neareſt and deareſt relation 
to Jeſus: hence called < his body,” Col. f. 24. and © the bride 
the Lamb's wife, Rev. 21. 9. g 4 is 4 loved with an everlaſtin 
love,“ Jer: 31. 3. and the loving Head ſaith of every 4 
member, to the by ther, « thou haſt loved them, as thou haſt loyed 


1 me.“ John 17 O moſt precious and comfortable truths of 


God's ay 5 "foundation of all. bleſſings i in dine and of 1 
happineſs in eternity. __ 
"Jl hath manifeſted his n love to bis church? bye con- 
ing with all the powers of earth and hell for her ſake. He 
moſt dearly purchaſed her, in the way. of Juſtice, with. his moſt. pre- 
cious blood. But he finds, every member branded with an wt 


name of infamy, being near 6000 years ſince fiſt entailed, which 
. that of SINN ER. By nature 2 are old in ſin and dead i in ſing 
Fa t 


ut being predeſtinated to the adoption of children, and to be con- 
formed to the image of Jeſus: therefore. by a. new. and ſpiritual 


birth, with the baptiſm. of the Holy Ghoſt, the Lord calls them 


by a new name. hatever name the Lord calls any thing by, 


o he. makes it what he calls it. A new name fignihes a NEW 


CREATURE after their living Head, who is the x. Max. Hz 
creates all things new: they experience a new ſlate and a new life 
from him. Chriſt is © a new and living way” to them. By faith they 
live upon Jeſus, feel. ſweet fellowſhip with him, and enjoy com- 
ſorting communications from him. Thus the Lord Chriſt writes 


2 © new name pon his members, which none knoweths 


faving he that receiveth it.“ Rev. 2. 17. 
1:5 chriſtian is a new creature. in a new l - faith tanker, 


He is a ſubjett of a new kingdom, wherein dwelleth — 


nels... How glorious his privile _ how infinite his: proſpe&t ! 
intereſted . eng ag ney .covenant-bleflings. New wine of goſpel- 
peace and love, is put into ſuch new. botiles. A new ſong, - 
oh * Sapation. zo. ty Lamb that Was flain, inſpires their 2 5 
N by the word of their Father, and | 
RE e os irit of his grace, to ſerve. and 5 
im, „ not in 8 38 of the- letter,” but in newneſs rare - 
ſpirit, .in-- righteouſneſs and true holineſs before him all ty days 


of: their life.“ Happy pew year to ſuch new- named 2 
revolving, year. on earth, brings them nearer their Fe bogle, . 
| eir Saviour's kingdom i in glory. Thus, If any man be in ” 5 


Chriſt, he is a-new-creature;; bid things. are paſſed var. on. 
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' ſhall deliver me?” Thanks 


TW). 


of the world. John 1. 29. 


taketh away the cauſe of all miſery, which is Jin. This is ef- 
feted, when by the eye of faith one beholds he Lamb of God. 
Then a ſoul thinks, 5 fin. has condemned me before God; the 
w accuſeth me daily, and it works wrath in the conſcience con- 
tinually; I am oft ready to e O wretched that I am; who 
| to God for a precious Redeemer. 
The Lamb which God provided hath done it. All our iniqui- 
ties were laid upon him. He « bore in his own body on the 


tree, the fin, the whole of fin, every fin, of all that ſhall be- 
lieye in him to the end of the world. By the ſacrifice of himſelf 


he put it away, out of the ſight of God, as one puts away 
an offenſive thing. He bore it away into a land of forgetfu!- 
neſs, as a thing that is hurtful, So then ſaith God the Father to 


m— are.” 4" 5 
But one is often ready to ſay, How can this be true? I 
daily ſee I am a ſinner; the remembrance of ſin is before me, 
in my thoughts; though for a ſeaſon, time may efface ſin from my 
memory, yet it recurs afreſh upon my conſcience. It may, it will 
do ſo, O ſoul; and nothing can effectually take it away but this, 


4 Behold the Lamb of God.” He taketh fin away now, this 


reſent moment, every moment: at what time ſoever thou be- 
oldeſt Jeſus by the eye of faith, all the ſin which has troubled 
thee, thou wilt ſee it all laid on him, and he taketh it away from 


This meek; innocent, loving Lamb, hath as it were put his mouth 


> * 


to the wound ſin has made in the ſoul, and ſucked all the venom out. 


behold this Lamb of God, is life to thy ſoul, and death to thy 
fins. Sin cannot terrify with its guilt. Sin cannot prevail in its 
power, while the heart is thus looking to this Lamb of God, 


wehe ſaith, * Look unto me, and be ſaved.” Aſtoniſhing myſtery ! 


but it is God's truth. Thus to behold, is to be happy. Thus 


ploy. below, till thou beholdeſt the Lamb in the midſt of the 
throne above. Thanks to the gracious Father for the gift of this 
Lamb. Thanks to: this precious Lamb for bearing and takin 


away fin. And thanks to the Ioving Spirit for a ee this Lamb 
10 poor finners, and to un.! God forbid I ſhould gto 


the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” -Gal. 6. 3 


8 Behold the Lamb of | Cod, kink taketh IG the fin | 


Nothing can make poor ſinners truly happy, but that which 


his children in Chriſt, “ Your fins and your iniquities will 1 


At is true, it was death to him, but it is life to thee. Continually to 


e waa ii... 


Ja x. 3. 4 


Little children, keep yourſelves from idols, Amen. 
1, Jen ; tr Ot oO GEN 


% 


Idolatry is founded. in ignoratice of Jeſus, the true God, and 


eternal life. None are ſpiritual worſhippers of him, bat believers 
in Jeſus. Vet, there are many idols in the world, which are ſuit- 
ed to the pride and luſts of mens corrupt nature: Theſe they are 
cautioned againſt. Yea even in reading this very exhortation of the 
beloved apoſtle; the idol of free-will is ready to preſent itſelf: As 
though diſciples, by their own power, were to keep themſelves. 
This notion oppoſes the ſpirit and power of Jeſus, and ſprings from 


that grand idol pride: Pride int oduces the idol of ſelf-righteouſnets. - 
This blinds the eyes to the glory of the righteouſneſs of Jeſus, 


freely imputed by God, through Faith. Thus this trinity of idols, 
free-will, pride, and ſelf-righteouſneſs, are in unity with each 
other. By the ſimple Faith of Jeſus we are daily to guard our 
hearts againſt all their ſpecious pretenſions. eng 
So allo, every object ſuited to our corrupt nature, the luſts of the 


fleſh, the luſts of the eye, and the pride of life; theſe naturally call 


for the attention of our minds, tend to attract the affections of our 
hearts, and promiſe us pleaſure, happineſs and joy. So far as any 
of theſe are ſought unto, coveted, and enjoyed; not being in ſub- 
ſerviency to the will of Jeſus, with an eye to his glory, and the ſpi- 


ritual profit of the ſoul, they become idols—they rival 3 | 


rob our hearts of the conſolation of the Saviour's ſove - and they v 

him of the glory due to his name, which it is the indiſpenſible 
duty of his beloved diſciples to give unto him only. And ſhall 
we ſay of our righteouſneſs, or our fins, ye are our glory! 


Shall we at all hope in the one? ſhall we ever ſeek happineſs from 


the other? Verily then our hearts are not right with God. Our 

ſouls are not fincere and upright with Jeſus. Can we at any 
time halt between two opinions in our conduct, Jeſus and felf? 
God and the world? O where is our faith in Jeſus, love to God! 


Fath not God manifeſted love enough to us in the gift of his 


only beloved Son? hath not Jeſus done enough, ſuffered enough, i 
to attract every affection, to engage our whole hearts in love to 


 himfelf? We muſt confeſs this. Surely then conſcious ſhame, 
holy bluſhing, ' godly ſorrow ſhould fill our hearts, if we act not 


as chaſte virgins, to the heavenly Bridegroom. While we. cry in 
the fervency: of prayer to the divine Spirit for power, we ſhalt in - 
the fervor of love, and in the reſolution of faith ſay, with Ephraim, 


Get ye hence; What have I 10 do any more with idols.“ Hof: 
5 14. * bo 2 A ery SHOOT ZN 1 Wok 43+ thy FE 


ANN TOOq 8 
+ 4 


. 


- os 7 ” + 8 
— £ % % — 4 K 8 9 +, £ We * 7 * * * > Js ©. 
$ . © i. * 2 FE PPE Is 3 7 N e * 0 1 #* 4 ? f 
* * —_—_ oy 
. : p \ n 
98 * of f : ES 
- Y * > — 


* 
% Fa 2 i 
—— + ” Pee ” — * — — - ; | 2 1 2 1 2 F 1 & - \ egy Wy <4, # 
Las [ = _ 1 1 | = — At. Fo _ p — ———— 4 p —_—— 
00 ²ůmꝛ.. Teeee d EeR  Caa ——.— 


_—— 


JAX. 4. ; oh f 1420 | Ele. 5, 
I will go in the ftrength of ibe Lord God: 1 w 


male mention of thy righteouſneſs, even of thine only. 


Pſal. 71 1 16. e 


Wide travellers are” wont to provide things needful for their 


Journey, and to guard againſt ſuch as lye in wait by the way to 


/ \. rob them. Our gracious God calls not his dear children to for- 


- ake their native country, and to travel to the heavenly city, with- 


out furniſfing them wich a rich ſupply of all things necefſary for 
their comfort, and alſo ſtrength to protect them from. the power 
of every enemy. No ſoldier of his goeth a Warfare at his own 
charge : ''Jefus being both their righteouſneſs and their ſtrength, 
they can want nothing; neither riches nor power. Hence they 


go on from day to day, glory ing in him as their richeſt treaſure; 


and truſting in Rim as their almighty ſtrength; and this is their 
conſtant ſong in the houſe of their pilgrimage, and all through their 


_ Joutney, «Surely, in the Lord have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength.” 


Ia. 55. 24. Jelu's righteouſneſs inſpires the ſoul with boldneſs 


before God. Jeſa's ſtrength obtains victory over every enemy. 
This is the triumph of faith. 80 believers walk ſafely and 
comfortably. Children of grace are not called to be meer idle 


1 ſpeculatiſts in doctrines, but to a life of activity; to holy walk - 


ing—chearful obeying—conftant hearing—diligent ſearching the 
word of truth-—ftedfaſt -refiſting Satay—and praying always 
with all er n fü lis tion ſtriving againſt ſin. 
Well may one aſk, But who is ſufficient for theſe things? From 


atural power and inherent ſtrength, we muſt ſit down in deſpair. 
Aut faith te: A 0 


leads, out of one's ſelf, to Jeſus, and declares, I can do all 
things, through Chriſt ſtrengthening me; ſo I will go on againſt 
mine enemies; fo I ſhall be enabled to walk in the path of every 


_ and after I have done all, ſtill my Saviour hath bid me to 
E. 


Perience, While the righteouſneſs 
Sully hope, onr only joy, our only 
.  The'Spiritwrought my faith; and love, N N 
3 And hape, and ev ry grace; ' My Creditor my ſurety is. 5 


Trluye robe of righteouſnels. 
ey : 


4 - 
w- A * 
14 


s the truth, that I am an unprofitable ſervant. F wilt make 
mention of my own righteouſneſs, but of thine only. But is not 


| this diſcouraging to the ſoul? no; for it works not to obtain 


ighteouſneſs; it is already cloathed with that, and in the views 
faith rejoices in it; abjures all other, and will make mention 
of Jeſus righteouſneſs, and his only, for acceptance with God,. 


_* - againſt every condemnation of the law, every accuſation from the 
** en : 


emy. True, doubtful fears may ariſe 1 thoughts may de- 
Tho ang but happy is our conduct, joyful ſhall be our ex- 

of Chriſt is beheld by faith as our 
"crown of rejoicing. = 


+ 


t Jeſus ſpent his life to work _ + The judgment-day I dread the leſs; 
My Rs is made my righteouſneſs, 


* 


„ II SIs Ie. 2 


. (5) 


For the mountains ſhall depart, and the bills be re- 
moved, but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither 


ſhall the covenant of my peace be removed, ſaith the Lord 
| that bath mercy on thee. Iſa. 54. 10 


* The abſolute promiſes of our gracious Lord, are the foundation 


of faith, the encouragements of hope, the excitements of love, 
the ſource of all comfort, and the ſpring of true holineſs. One is 


ready to aſk, Why then are not the children of faith always joy - 
ful in hope, comfortable in love, and happy in the way of holi- 


neſs? Truly, becauſe an enemy hath fown the tares of unbelief 


in their natures, this evil root of bitterneſs continually ſprings 
up and troubles them: And it bears the moſt baſe, diſhonourable 
fruits, reſpecting God, and the moſt hurtful and poiſonous: to 


their own fouls. W eo A | 
Little reaſon have we to dung and water, fo as to ſtrengthen 
this degenerate plant, with the corrupt notions of thoſe, who deny 


God's covenant love and faithfulneſs ; and dare teach, That one 
may be a child of God to-day, and a child of the devil to- mor- 


row—that dear redeemed ſouls by the precious blood of Jeſus, 
map, after all, burn in hell.“ Shocking! rather it is our daily duty. 


our greateſt wiſdom, to be on our guard againſt every thought that 
runs contrary to the precious declarations of our -loving Lord, as 
tending to weaken our faith in Jefus, and hope of perfect ſalvation 
through him. But a falſe ſhew of humility, works. very deceitfully 


upon the mind. Hence we are prone to look into ourſelves to 


find ſome inherent worth, ſome perſonal goodneſs, as the cau 
why the Lord ſhould deal thus bountifully with us. | 


Alaſs! pride is at the bottom of this; by this our eyes are : 
diverted from the alone object of faith, Jeſus, and turned to: felf. 
- Then no marvel unbelief prevails, and we loſe fight of God's free 


grace, rich love, and ineſtimably precious promiſes. Soul, know thy- 
ſelf. Though an object of mercy, though a ſubject of grace, and 


an heir of - promiſe 3 yet not one ſingle drop of mercy or of grace, 


nor one word of promiſe is made to thy perſon, but as thou ftandeft 


in, and art related to thy preeious Saviour Jeſus, according to cove- 
nant love. Therefore God's covenant of peace ſhall not, cannot 


fail: Sooner ſhall the hills and mountains be removed, yea heaven 


and earth ſhall paſs away, than the love and kindneſs of thy Lord 
- ſhall depart from his people. The mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken 
it; here to waver or doubt is to diſhonour a God of truth. Here 
redemption unto his people; he hath commanded his covenant for. 
ever: holy and reverend is his name.” Pſal. 111. 9. 
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See then that ye wall circumſpettly, not as fools, but 
as 1 86 redeeming ibe time, Wu the 1 955 are evil. 
* 5. 15, 16. _ | | 


Light. and lile are 3 dan — to his manor, 
not merely tc fill their heads with goſpel truchs, as matters of ſpe: 
56 culation; or to make ibem fluent talkers about religion: but 
chiefly to affect their hearts, renew their minds, and cauſe them 
to be clole confiſtent. WALKERS with the truths believed. Without 
this, we only ſeem to be religious deceive our own hearts, while 
8 religion ! is Vain; ſor we cannot ſtand approved in the ſight of 

God, o before men, nor to our own conſciences. The wiſe 
man's eyes are in his bead; he looks around him, and ſegs the 
evil of fin, the vanity-of this preſent world that its gay pleaſures, 
alluring paſtimes, bewitching. diverſions, are the EF baits of 
the God of chis world, whereby he enſnares unwary fools to kill 
their precious time, and to blind and deſtroy their immortal ſouls. 
The wiſe man. looks. aboye him directs his eye of faith to his Sa- 
viour as his example, and that his Spirit may be his guide; to be 
kept by his power to have his. ſteps directed by his grace, that 
his word may be the rule of his life, and that his walk and conver- 
ſition may pleaſe his Lord, and adorn the goſpel of his grace. 

Time is the giſt of God, therefore i is 100 precious a jewel to be 
worſe. than idly laviſhed away upon vanity. It is the wiſdom of 
the wiſe to improve time to the nobleſt and beſt of purpoſes, in ac- 
quiring more knowledge of ſpiritual and eternal things. It is tbe 
fooliſhneſs of folly, for God's wiſe virgins, at any time to debaſo 
themſelves, and facrifice their precious moments upon the heathen- 
iſh altars, devoted to vain delights and ſinful pleaſures. We dare 
not, we cannot comply with theſe things, conſiſtent with faith 5 i 
Jeſus, love to God, and a good conſcience in the Holy Ghoſt. 

The days are evil; iniquity abounds; the love of ee 

eth cold; hereſies prevail; the way of holineſs is awfully neglect- 
ed: but the Lord's arm is not ſhiortned that he cannot ſave: he 
can keep. us cloſe to himſelf in the moſt perilous times. Con- 
ſtant watchfulneſs and earneſt prayer is our daily duty.“ Let us 
conſider one another, to provoke to loye and good works; not 
forſaking the aſſembling ourſclves together, as the manner of dome * 
is, but exhort one another; and ſo much the n as 80. e the, 5 
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day 2 ebe. Heb. 10. 20 . a, e e 
From precious S Faith a preciqus f. e no "Whey faith dees — Tag 8 : 
Of precious Virtus 5 A 7 urifies the heart; 6 1882 
A precious heart, a prscigus life, Tue Pardon and the A 
And precious duties too. J ein kinds and never part. 


J 7. » KF) "SE 
Bleſſid is the people that know the joyful ſound ; they 


ſhall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance. 
- Pal. 89. 15. | 


das * 


The pfalmiſt ſeems to allude to the jubilee-trampet which was 


ſounded throughout the land on the great day of atonement. This 


was an ordinance of the Lord, Lev. 2g. 10. it was a joyful ſound of 
liberty to God's people, and was a true type and juſt emblem of 
the blowing the great trumpet, and the ſound of the everlaſting goſ- 
pel to the reſtoration of life, liberty and ſalvation to Toft periſhing 
_ captive ſouls. Has the goſpel thus proved the power of God to ſal- 
vation to our ſouls? Surely it is the moſt joyful ſound that ever 
ſaluted our ears! fo we ſhall ever eſteem and prize it. Joyfvll, that 
it is not clogged with any terms and conditions: Joyful, that it is 
no milder law, propoſing mercy on eaſier performances than the 
legal yoke: No, ſuch notions are ſubverſive of the very nature of 
the golpel, only humour ſelf-confidence, and elate the pride of fin- 
mers mig Fe 45) 4 . 8 x” os CC 


We are all naturally deceived by ſuch human anti- evangeli- 
cal ſyſtems, whereby we grow vain in our imaginations, and our 
fooliſh hearts are darkned to the freeneſs and glory of the golpel. 
Bat: when the ſun of righteouſneſs ariſeth upon the heart, theſe. 
miſts of ignorance and error are ſeattered; then we truly know the 

goſpel to be nothing but good news, glad tidings, a joyful ſound, 
a free declaration of what the infinitely bleſſed and eternally glori- 
; ous Trinity hath planned, and what the adorable God-man hath 

effected for the ſalvation of the loſt and guilty: It is one joyful, 
conſiſtent, harmonious ſound of free-grace, love and mercy; free 
from any jarring diſcords of wrath and terror. It proclaims not 
pardon to - day, and condemnation to- morrow to believers: 
no peace with God, anon war againſt us: now happineſs in 
the heaven of his love, 'by-and-by a hell of miſery from his anger 
and hatred; once juſtified by his grace, and after all left to periſh 
to eternity in our ſins. God's bleſſed people reject ſuch debaſing 
notions, knowing they are contrary to the truth, and deſtructive ot 

the joy of the goſpel, damp their love, deaden their affections to a 
God of love, cool their zeal for his glory and ſervice, ſtop their 

progreſs in true holineſs; but by love of the truth, ſolacing them- 
elves with the joyfal ſound, believers are enabled to walk in the 
light of God's countenance, in the comforts of his love, and in the 
| Joys of _Jcſu's ſalvation. Such are bleſſed. in the knowledge. ot 

God's truth, and they ſhall be bleſſed in the enjoyment of God's: 
glory. Therefore, . Bleſſed be God and Father of our Lord jeſus 
Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly 
places in Chriſt: According as he hath choſen us in Nm before the 
foundation of the world.“ Epheſ. 1. 3, 4. | 
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tions, but faith is an operative principle ave 18 if ac 5 1 
Not only are the lips opened in praile, the tongue looſed 8 line 
of the glory of Jeſus, but the life, the p the. 1 00d At Ys 


will be * — with the grace of truth, as an evidence that we 3 
have been hy Jeſus. 58 prove that he has taught us Wiſ dom, Fe. 
not to prefer beaven to earth in word only, but in condugt alſo, 77 
17 having received all from him freely, in Jon and graces and 
re: (as enabled) to do what he has Ke =. Wa joy 

wha he has forbi 7081 The fruits ofrighteouſne! are 2 7. "> 
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| Gedliniſe is profitable unto all things, having the pros 


miſe of the life that now is, and of that which is to 
come, 1 Tim. 4. 8. : 3 1 


mY * 


| While under the law, we natürally think, for ſo much work, 


we earn, fo much wages God will he faithful to his word of pro- 


miſe, if we perform thoſe terms and conditions he hath appointed 


us. Such are the notions of a legal ſpirit, they are the refalt of 
pride, they ſwell us with a vain conceit of doing ſomething to 
make God a debt6r'to our works: they are founded in ignorance, 


both of ourſelves and of the word of God's rich grace and free pro- 

miſes, not one of which is made in reſpect to us, to any thing we 
either believe or do, but only as we are in Chriſt Jeſus, members 

of him, our bleſſed head All the promiſes of God are in Chriſt 


Jeſus yea and amen, unto the glory of God.” 2 Cor, 1. 20. 
Every believer in Chriſt Je 


Chriſt Jeſus, that ſo he may be daily comfortable and joyful, and 


alſo profitable, being fully aſſured of his intereſt in that bleſſed ca- 
talogue of mercies, © miniſters, the world, life, death, things 


Yropriety herein? © Becauſe ye are Chriſt's and Chrift is God's. 


e 
» Cor. 3. 22, 23. therefore he ſhall want nothing; he 7 


every thing he can will or deſire as a godly perſon : for true g 


lineſs is 'profitable to bring the will irito'chearful acquieſcence with 
the will of God: to enable the ſoul to ſay, © Thy will be done“ 
All the bleffings of providence, all the riches of grace, all the glo- 
ries of eternity are ſecured' by promiſe. - . © 5 
che ſoul is profitable to a godly life 


The internal God-likeneſs of t 
and converſation, to peace of conſcience, a ſenſe of pardon and 


joy in the Holy Ghoſt in this life. Through the faith of Jeſus, 
godly. fouls, are. profitable. to their fellow-ſinners, and fellow- - 
members in Jeſus; their good converſation, their holy walk, the 
Lord owns and bleſſes, to win others to the n ove 
of Jeſus, to a hatred of fin, to renounce the vanities of the 
world, and quit the flavery of fatan. ” © 
On, chriſtian, remember thy calling be careful of thy walk— 
watchful over thy condut—ſee to it, left Jeſus be woundel in the 
houſe of his friends: but pray earneſtly, and ſtudy daily that thy 
| profiting in godlineſs may appear to all, to the glory of him. 
* Þ < who hath loved: us, and Waſhed us from our fins. in his own 
blood.“ Looking for that»bleſſed hope, and — — 5 
I pearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Th. 


| ry E us is a new creature, a holy godly 
ſoul, therefore he is exhorted to be ſtrong in the grace which is in 


5. ſent, or things to come, all are yours.” Why ? wherefore has 
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To the praiſe of the glory of his grace, wherein be | 
bath made us accepted in the Beloved. Epheſ. 1. 6. * 
When Jacob was about to meet his offended brother Eſau, he 8 
Was greatly afraid and diſtreſſed. He ſends a La to appeaſe 
his Wrath, before he durſt venture into his prelence, ** peradven- 4 
ture Ke Will accept of me,” ſay: 57 Gen. 32. 20. Now his hope Jy 

of 8 


e to think of {ending preſents, of doing ſomething to. | 
A th 


affation, ſome conditions, of peace, we naturally think, and 
This notion to 


A theſe, even becauſe he loved them, and bath made them ac- 


«<2 
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happy ſubjects | mi 
on and glory) pi 


Our work is now our deareſt Lord to Pn 
ailty me. By living on him, as our ainple ftock, 
Aud leaning on him as our pot ent rock. 
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we ought. Jeſus, maſter, iuffruct us, what we are cal 


in the proſperity of his people; therefore he withbolds' no 


And heard, when I no anſwer get: 


FJiecſus ſaid unto them, ye know not what ye aſk. 
Mark 14. 38. NSD) LES 


JAN. II. 


Strange! James and John, two diſciples and companions of a 
deſpiſed and rejected Mafter, who had not where to lay his head, yet 
dreaming of earthly pomp and grandeur, and petitioning for the 
higheſt pitch of worldly glory; nothing leſs than the right hand of 
preheminence, and the left hand of power would ſuit them. Hu- 
man nature, bew earthly, carnal and ſelfiſh! How low are we fal 
len! yet how lofty in pride! What are the beſt of men, When 
left to their own ſpirits? Truly we know not What 8 * 

to! 
Teach us what to pray for. Let thy word, « My kingdom is not of 
this world,“ be ever uppermoſt in our minds! 


Poor Baruch, could not be honoured of God, and commiſſoned a " 
to read the roll to the princes of Judah ; bet he thinks, now I am 
ſomebody, I have got in the way to earthly honour and prefer- 


| rael, by the mixed multitude that 9 
them ? So the ſwarms of corrupt luſts, earthly affeckiong, and gar- 
of Jeſus, and exciting to ſeek that happineſs, in nature and 4 ne, 
which can only be found in the ſpiritual reign of Jeſus in che heart. 

But ſo kind and gracious is our dear Saviour, that he exaſſes our 


Wills and denies our requeſt, when contrary to our ſpirſtual intereſt. 
Thus in love he anſwers our prayers : he withholds what we aſk: 


he Soo what he knows is beſt for us. If diſciples aſæ what is 
unfit to receive, or unlawful to beg, ſhall we complain of God's 
love, if he denies? Granting is not always the effect of love: If ſo, 
Paul had been leſs loved than ſatan. Satan aſked but once con- 
cerning Job, and his requeſt was granted. Paul beſought the Lord 
thrice, that the meſſenger of ſatan might depart, yet was denied 
in that. Yea, bleſſed Jeſus thrice: prayed his Father, that the cup 
might paſs from him, bat that could not be. The 8 
thing from them. Not our judgment, but his wiſdom mut Yotor- 
mine this. We pray to be in the height of comfort, aud an be 


umility, and ſelfabaſem ent. nt 
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> bind*s-feet;aud-be will make me to wait pon. acres 


0 anne N e e een 


e * DESI oF (IN (SS IT, * ey Re ERS ab | 5 85 "Ex. is | 
6 The righteous are bold as a lion,” Prov. an 1. The words 
4850 wiſdom are not like the pithy ſayings of the Heathens, which 


e merely deſeribs ſtates and Thingsdto which men never; arrive nor 
bot enjoy; bat they vaſſure us, ſuch and ſuch has been; and is the 


150 oknowledpe..and 4 of ſaints in all ages. 80 children of 

N wiſdom are taught thei r privileges, and their ſouls are drawn out 
e chat they may alſo partake of the fulgeſs of 

the Whence is the boldneſs and courage of 

the ri ee 8 See the young ſtripling David, 4 

boldly advances. to the mighty giant Goliah, With an inſignifi- 

. cant weapon zin his 12 yet aſſured of ſacceſs. For the faith of 
e was in his heart; and theſe ſoul- encouraging words in 
his mouth, I. e * theo} in thi: vame of the Lord of hoſts, 8 
* Sam. 17,45. 


0 0 2 10 2 rede all its. courage and Rrengah fri ſty 2uthor Jeſus, | 


with Omnipotence; therefore he faith, „ All things 
Gible to him that believeth, Mark 9.23. 80 Paul, «I 


= 
44 4 2 A 


05 2 e Why? becauſe he was a great apoſtle ? No: 


| apoſtles are all of one mind, even with the weakeſt 
Heſievert It is Chriſt which ſtrengthens me.” The Lord God 
is m 5 ſtrength.” Are our hearts weak N low, ready. to fink 
. - and ant? are our races upon the decline? are our enemies 
3 and. our tronbles increaſed? To whom ſhould we By, but 
to our ;alwighty God and 1. Jeſus? For this very end he 
makes his dear member's « feet like hind's feet, ſwift to run 
om danger, and to fly to him for ſafety; ſo ale *to run the 
0 2 of I 8 1 rs delight.“ 6 "F 
u happy, alſo walk compoſed! and, nb u 

[the high laces-of comfort and 2 8 2 5 of 7255 
ſoes. Oh, thoſe are ſwegt ſeaſons, when) we mount up 


oi f 1 wi 71 as. eagles; ſoar aloft in the exerciſe of faith; dwell 
t 


. e contemplation of love; converſe much with Jeſus in 
2 ough go earth in the body. How. ſafe are the people of 
18 Joyful ſhould they be in faith ? how: confident'in- bope ? 
mu fervent. in_ love? For they ſhall dwell on high; their de. 
te ſhall be the munition of rocks, their bread _ by 2 
e ee ee ine e 550 16. 
2 N "32513 Wo 1c 
Sal vations r 8 41 Gelben om on hi 
The'fodls this — —_ four and ik: a. 
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, "be mateth my feet like 
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IAV. 13. 
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T 
have. finned-againft bim, until he plead my cuuſt and ex- 
ecute judgment for me : be will bring nie forth te the 


8 5 and [ ſpall vebold vis righteouſneſs. Micah 7. 9. 


Si ot it be 550060 for by: we blood ok jetsg und through 
ts faith of this the ſoul be made holy and happy; yet dwelleth 


in us: Hence all our griefs, our ſufferings, our wretchedueſs. God's 
8 Judgments are ſometimes ſecret, always jaſt, ever in love to his 


own: | Miſery ſhonld never afflict us, if fin did not inſect us. A 


4 good inſtrument may be out of tune; the hand of A ſkilful muſician 


is neceſſary to ſet it, and diſplay 1 its harmotiy 26d ſound. God 
diſciplines by afflictions for our--profit and his glory, The faith, 


patience, and valour of God's ſoldiers are beſt kiown int times af 
exerciſe; then how animativg. to view the lobe and truſt to the 


faithfulneſs of a covenant God l to ſee a father 's lo to the Foul in 
the rod of his diſpleaſure againſt ſin, how ſupporting? I will 
bear the chaſtiſements of my Father—my fins deſerve them: Yea, 
wrath and hell is my deſerts: Nr mouth'fs  Ropped<P haye no- 


5 thing to plead—guilt filences me. HOLES 24.2 


But ſee, hear and rejoice, oh fot.” The church betolds a 


bleſſed perſon. Who is that HE, the thinks upon and mentions ? 
e Until he pleads my cauſe. O it' is the dear advocate Jeſus, 


the ever preciou- pleader- for poor ſinners. How reviving” are the 


ſacred pages? th. o ver teſtify of the bleſſed name and ſoul-comfort- 
ing work of Jeſus." He never inter: aits in his plea for the life of the 
foul. He prevails over the deſert of ſin by be merits and*atone- 


ment. Shortly he will peak deſtruction to all an bye che word of 


his 2 0 
In the mean time be ſends his Spirit the cobifihten? ihe third 
© in the glorious Trinity. He will bring me forth into the 
Mt,“ ſaith the church. Here ſee Old-Teftament faith in New- 
amen love. | 1 t is the _ s office to Jas Houls: out "of the 
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Tove as brethren.” 1 Pet. 3. 8. 


Love without reaſon is a mad paſſion. Profeſſion without love 
is but “ a ſounding braſs. or a tinkling cymbal;“ unmeaning 
noiſe to Others; unprofiting to him that makes it. Love is of 
God. It is that precious ointment that is poured forth from the 
Father: of love. upon the head of our ſpiritual Aaron, and runs 
dan to the ſeirts of his garment, even ũpon all his brethren, the 
children of love: Love deſcends from God, through ſeſus, to us, 
ſpreads ĩtſel f among the brethren, and aſcends in grateſul odburs to 
Fenn . Bent my 
The prophet affe, Have we not all one father?“ Mal. 2. 10. 
,es, ſaith cur elder Brother, I aſcend unto my Father, and 
your! Father.“ John 20. 17. Hence the Holy Spirit draws the 
image of Jeſus, t the firſt- born of the many brethren, upon each 
of their ſouls; and poſſeſſes them with the faith of ſeſus. And 
whoſoever believeth' that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is born of God; and 
every one that loveth him that begat, loveth him alſo that is be- 
gotten of him, 1 John 5. 1. Faith in Jeſus is the band and cement 
of brotherly love. Are we the brethren of Jeſus, beloved and cho- 
ſen by one Father, born again of the ſame Spirit, partakers of 
the ſame grace, heirs of the ſame promiſes, travellers to the ſame 
kingdom, and ſhall we not love each other? Alas! alas, we 
mourn for the loſs of health, ſubſtance, &c. but what greater 
cauſe is there to lament the loſs of love amongſt God's dear chil- 
dren, jeſuꝭs beloved brethren? : VV 


But we are all like Simeon and Levi, brethren in iniquity: And as 
with them ſo anger, and ſelf. will is alſo found with us, Gen. 49. 
wr both are the effect of pride, and are contrary to faith and love. 
The queſtion is not, are we perfecily freed from every paſſion and 
temper contrary to lore ? Nor are we to expect this from our bre- 
thren. God loves us not as ſinleſs, but as he views us in Chriſt. 


And bought our lvYeg with blood. But ſaints forever love.. 


9 


TMs. (is) 


| Mine iniquities are gone over my. bead, as an heavy 
burden they are too heavy for me. Pſal. 38. 4. 
Thoſe, who think lightly of fin, and account iniquity a triffin 
thing, evidently ſhow, that the God of this world hath blinded 
their eyes to the infinite atonement of ſeſus, and hardned their 
hearts through the deceitfulneſs of ſin; therefore they are inſenſi> 
ble of grief, and without feeling of godly ſorrow for ſin. When 
Jeſus is known in the heart, ſin is truly abhorred, forſaken, and 
overcome. But it is moſt diſtreſſing to the regenerate ſoul, when 
the load of guilt, and the burden of fin are ſufft red to lie, day at- 
ter day, upon the conſcience: the inſupportable agony of ſuch 
a ſtate, none know but thaſe who bave experienced it. One would 
aſk, Is not this contradictory to that n „There 
is now no condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus ?” Rom. 
8. 1. inconſiſtent with that triumphant challenge, Who ſhall 
lay any thing to the charge of God's elect?“ Rom. 8. 33. No, 
for though charge and condemnation for ſin may be brought by ſa- 
tan, the accuſer of the brethren: the law may accuſe, and 
condemn, and our own ſpirits muſt confeſs we are ſinners; 
yet our covenant God hath laid all our iniquities upon Jeſus; and 
this is the full and true charter of his covenant concerning his chil- 
dren, . Their fins and their iniquities will I remember no more. 
Jeſus is the only balm in Gilead, the only phyſician for ſin-di- 
ſtreſſed, fore burdened, heavy laden ſouls. We may ſeek reſt, 
but all in vain, from any other object. Nothing can quiet and 
relieve the diſtreſſed ſoul: but this one truth, Jeſus hath bore, je- 
ſus hath fully ſuffered, Jeſus hath perfectly atoned for allithe fins of 
his people. So that the Lord has diſcharged all their ſins, and 
will remember no ſin, no not one fin againſt them. O when one be- 
holds this general releaſe, every debt croſſed by Jeſg's blood, and 
God acquitting from every accuſation of law and conſcience, then 
our ſouls return to their reſt. This is the faith of God's elect. 80 
the Spitit bears witneſs to Jeſus. So he is glorified and de 
in as the chiefeſt among ten thouſand, and altogether lovely. And 
while our hearts are kept ſimple, loving, faithful to kim, we live 
upon his grace, and feaſt upon his love; and holy longings inſpire 
our hearts, that we may fully enjoy him in glory, wen 
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Si (my worſt enemy before hben ſhall I ſee, and hear, and know 

Shall vex my eyes and ears no more: All I defir'd and wiſſi d below: © - 

My inward toes ſhall all be ſlain, And ev'ry pow r find feet employ 
Nor ſatan break my peace again. In chat eternal world of Joys” >: 


3 1 618 57 1 
Tea, batl e 4pm not cat 0 


Ii is the. 3 piecę of a des hien 4e earthly, 


infinuate a doubt about it. Baut here appears more 


the fame way. that al 91d ſerpent attackecłand prev 
 inn6eence of of our { parents, * ſtill perſiſts to attempt to deſtroy 


P ind oppo the holineſs:of God's children by artful 


the very fon on of our faith, hope, lone and obedi- 
As he ade not in the truth he is à reſtleſs im 
10 _t . the.qrath- ag in 


ef, ta 


2 


Lor cen n this? =_ r —— —— this) prion 
— 4415 it is contrary to reaſon, inconſiſtent with the nature of - 


aton d for by: Jeſus ? your ſoul cloathed with his eouſneſꝭ and 
ſanctiſßed bg 52 ?. Is not everlaſting dove — 
elecking grace, the creature of fancy d the ſafety and perſeverance "| 
of the 1 e of Jeſus, the whim of a heated brain? is Jeſus the et- 
ſentially true God ? bath the Lord ſpoken ſo much gant” fing 


as is contrary: to the zeſt of the world 8 panes to their Hatred © | 
and contempt?” -- e eee eee 
Thus with art and ſophiſtry, he infunchle and ute on che . 
of a candid diſputant for truth. What did Eve get by fiſtefſing to 


wiſdom, not to parly with or ſtudy to anfwer fatan's 
2 inftantly to reſiſt. him ſtediaſt in the faith®'+ Pet® 

— the ſword of the ſpirit, the word of God, whereit f 
tain the truth, the whole truth, and nothing bir ae t 
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EET . — call in queſtion the truth of — e 
in fra, than in ſomit of his ſervanta; fer he only put a quere opon it, ** 
whereas they abſolgtely deny and ridieule the truths of Jehovah” In 
ailed againſt the 


i the truth of God's: word. il he can but raiſe a 
in our minds concerning whatuthe Lord bath ſpoken,” he 
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things; 7ou a child of God ? you a. believer in Jeſus? . 


doth he require ſo much ſtrictneſs of life and holineſs in Walk 


him, and eonverſing with him? rather, what did ſhe® Hot _” 2250 
even the life, the love, the j joy, the peace of her ſbul. a 
* 8 tions, 155 


r, . 6. mic os n 


« For all { ſcripture. is given by inſpiration of God, being Apa 90 
Ar oo am 
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Pride e e 6 : Ye ſhall be . Ke | 
tainted our Whole nature with: the curſed leaven, and w 
laſt enemy hat is deſtroyed in us. Out of the abundance of pride i * 
grace, 
cri ve; and divine- -diſpenſarions. Be ſtill, and 19 
th bat Tan Bal? is 8 leſſon the proud nature of man i is averſe 
« I will be gracious to whom. I will be gracious, 2 will he 
mercy on whom I will ſhew merey, Exod. mY: . Bon ſpoke 
fom the mouth of the Lord, yet the bearts of finners rif e in wrath 
2 2 look with;an evil 3 upon the good pleaſure of 
in 


are challen queſtion his truths, bie 
Rp 


he chileren men. 
| ia days a real likeneſs, 2 true pifture'of thy proud. 


nature-i $7 preſented. to thy view. Behold thyſelf in thy proud bre-. 


Chron, (op. Lee ee a Fonts of and * - 
viou 8 C ing Jews; prieſts as as 
peopl e, 2 even in 2 S0 — yea, their tee 
earts were ſoon. filled with it. againſt Jeſus, a man who h —_ 
2 er N The aug of the Sereptan widow, and Naaman 
dee 115 they were well acquainted with, but could not bear: 
ne of it, . 


— Hezekiah humbled himſelf for the 3 | 


te Chro 32. 26. do we not feel the ſtirri $..of 
A - li what daily. cauſe for his practice, ont 
; dom unhumbled hearts. When our voiges — 
high- againſt Gad's determinations; it is a fad pn | 
ar ng laid le Wil a fight and fonts X 
— ap n+ 5 
Imaginary g veg. 5 
yk bowl; err . and. 
tumble, 1-Pets g. 5. W 


Shall man y againſt the Lord, on OM 


And call his er's. ways unjuſt ? | Should dazale and confound thy 6ight, 


The thunder of bis dreadful word Yet ſhall his written will obey 
Can cruſh thouſand worlds to duſt. © And wait the great decifive day. 
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Furth me O Cad. and om my hearts tty ne 


and know my thoughts, and ſee if there be any wicked 
in me, and lead me in ibe way. everlaſting. 
F 13 9 225 EIB, P31} 5 i hm 8 1 W 1 * 248i rig 907 
„ick“! 500 30 Vin bas e ba vod wm ms! gi 203 405 in 
eckig Min n comtech to che light, chat his deeds 
FT manifeft'that they are /Wroughtfin 64 N 921. 
| 855 ble touchſtone of tres Sivan" >the 


1 8 0 ae that trüſteth to his Wen Belt 15 

en fla 7 eee l Sincerity may be attended 

with Dd Sdn Sinc ght 8 the. e de a ah 

* rchling they" appeal, CER be 

8 nd t at Aeafls the lol e a 
84 — vain mortals, ir we are con- 


os e ENT "What 


| 7 th his 9 love 2 e eee eo dly 

Jab e rt. Wd brow sit Hl it vo s 
| the flem, we a geen expoſed to, debts From! # ble 
TE een heart,” and an enſnihing World, yes aud from 
Falſe” reachers alſo. Intricate puths may *prefetit=Warkitels" 
| AKel-And ſatan may thruſt ſore at tlie foul; chat t i thay | 

or be driven*into'by-ways of error and wickednefs." Here is the 
Wilden and patience of ſaints, chen they cannot {ce their Wy. 
to cry to weir guide. © Jefus is the way—the only 1 Yay 

L & 3 in which. the ſaints in all ages *walk 
Faith in eius is inconfiſtent with every wicked W 9 AL ; 
our preſent fate, there is no entire freedom from fin; which be . 
leth in us; 'conſequently no Perfection in righteodfmef performed 
"by us: et, the more we 3 21> len tho rt fol lk flag 
Dun "the more” ſtedfaſtly wWe b. m, ſo 1 
5 grace of the holy Spirit; are we dead to fin,” 
tho tiefs. "We' experience the ways of wildom to be 
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er indeed ut hat rofit. 4 ? if uls n 
of fa, What profit is this! if ſo baſe gt eb 


Wen will only follow him for a ſeaſon, Ah, poor ſou 
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Ife pe — in a9 rk, then, are ye Aer 
indecd. John 8. 81. * IE Id Wagner ers 
As chere is a mutual love ſubſiſting between Jeſus and his belies 


vin members; ſo there is a mutual choice of each other: hence 


faith the church, I am my beloved's and my beloved is mine.” 


Cant 6. wu > ph. 2 a: mutual .inbabitation, eve 0 
ver kacke de Chriſt in him: this 17 is on 


e ee . the, MFR h d 6 vel 
— cla 0 and abideth not in the doctrine: q 9 
-abi deth, in-the Wee 5 Ct he hath 
eng 4 8 Son” 2 0 g 211. Dre . ur 9b119 ot * 
- Jeſus. hach many who, Profess 40, be his diſcip N aa ra 


alas, Jeſus will be:a phyfician,of,vo yalue, do, che 
they have not, ſeen, themſelyes oft, their ſt be ACCur] 
caſe. hopeleſs. and i deſperate, 10 \ BARE, none ut, de 
tore and fave £ e t Jligh 61 


Home ver prgcions jeſus is, to others, he will litile r 
by * es may. 8 his od; but will, aeg 0 


rave lon 
ſouls, "how fon 
tand, tri es turn 


hey. offended, little things put them to. tu 
back, temptations and trials prove what the . 
Jets engage their affections and they preſently fall quite away, and 
and follow; the Lamb no more. Continuance in, the truth, is the 
ouchflone of faich: thus ↄnly is it evidenced. Das, my 
If chou come ta ſerve. the. Lord, prepare thy ſoul,,for. yi 6 
tion,” Recleſf. 2. 1. ſo ſurely as thou art a diſciple in deed a 

ruth, thou maſt beconie. a. crucified, ſervant of a crucified Lord. 

v hopeſt far the comfoxts of faith, ſo expect the trials of faith, 
o Fm roo of patience. Thou muſt abide the rribulations.of 


I it 15 
b , But bleſſed be his; ious; name and. precj 
bling. Fear not, and tach given us the n 9 — 


u hat we are to expect; every thing grieyqus to A 
—_ Tv haye redeemed thee, Lhave alles thee bythy th nam. 
When thou paſſ boy the. Waſess, 7 of, 
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he rivers, 


La pal. not —ů— 55 $5 * when th h 


15 t ts of ſatan, : 
955 . —— — — rs men without] t «1 fl 
burnt ; Loud the burning buſh, thou ſhalt not 


:kindle. upon thee.” re 
e he e or ich Le end MR eg 


Why al 60 Por I am 12 Lord thy God, the * one of Iſrael, thy 


Saviour,” * 43. Is 2, 3. 
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Je Ke the "wy Furſed be the man that uruſi- 
n man, and maketh fleſh his arm and 9 
from 1 the _ Jer. 15. 5. | 


120 is N n An OY 7188 24 17131 Ir; 50 into 5 


x3 after the praphet Sense en dds of 
225 Hs Wo fe bleſſedneſz of truſting in the Lord; he 
5 he. Wy is deceitful -aboye all. things, and deſperately 
Fs Hence we! may inſer, that the poiſon of 
| pong ofidence../1n. the fleſh, and ſelf· righteous hopes, 
lar under, the moſt. exalted, pretenſions ta piety, halineſs, 
perfection. 8 [his Te, calls: for great cage and 2 
184 te mi. H l e i on 29) 
na 2 are of the works, of the Jaw. bebe in ye ile 
righteous by doing) are under the caffe © Gal. 
| not this OT | the. bolinefs a6. Cod. to pro- 
II to, be;curſed, as though the Lord did not hate ſin, and 
eee holineſs. Na: but ſack: deceive: their own 
themſelves. in their own, fight. +; They diſhonour the 
ion 4 00 God's law, by bringin down its purity and ſpiritu- 
with their own; works: and obedience: they reject 
the righteo e ol gel, deny the faith of him, look to their 
dym halipeſs, truſt in themſelves; they are righteous, confide in 
Pi x; of the. fleſh, and ſo their hearts depart from the Lord: 
n at the bottom. As they appeal to the 
= f e law, and hear i its ſentence, which. ſounds 
g but cue, and wrath, and hell. ; 
Glory — he hath ſuſtained all its dreadfut penalties, be 
bath fulfilled. all its righteous demands. By the faith of this, his 
members truſt in his eee only. and. rejoice: Kim alone, 
and have no confidence in the fleſh... 75 bas 1464 


are precious evangelical. words of Luther: 80 we teach 
and comfort the, afflited ſinner. Brother, it is not poſſible for these 


1 55 N as to ſeel no ſin at all. In that chou doſt 


it, it is a good token; give thanks; ta Ged. 
. ay an gp in heart, and faveth! a 


igh 1 
chefien * an hi ib ee This is:the daily 


f „. Teſtenentz which muſt be wrd vp. The | 
evening 5 ill Feaſon: che moniihg Tatfifice is to 


— God.” On Gal. 3. 6. « Blefſed is the ah that truſteth 
in the Lord, and whoſe hope the Lord is.” Jer. 17. 7. 
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have — that Mat bleſſed" INM of wh 


Aefhly wiſdom is contrary co (all chris; that eber premp 
thyſelf; take: care of thy good dame, fear, Teſt chat Be aft odt a 
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The profeſſion of Jeſus is TE to nature. There, is nothing irkſ _ 
to theflcſhin being called u WORN But to know fefus'ihn hear 
confeſs 1 * pe and to follow _ a 1. 
ever ex auc conte bu i ili 

a '"5f ont dee . — 
ts wrote; Jeſus of Nazareth; we matt, de mall 
him tb bthers, we ſhall elteem Jeſas our beldyeck and out wt 
ſure, and tour hearts and affections will Be going out after bim. 
Moſes choice will be ours: © We ſhall * him eſteem the reptpach⸗ 
es of Chriſt greater riches an the treaſures of 95 De 
a 


evil; beware of thy character, not too für; thou wilt fuffain” 
damage“ In the camp of this world, riches,” pleaſüres aud honours 
are enjoyed; ſtudy: the happy, mien, thou mayſt hold with che 
world, and yet not quit Jeſus ?? nay, but chou cant not love and 
ſerve two ſach: contrary maſterʒ, ne he win ſoon” grow tired of 
one or the other. The inward glory ory and peace of Jeſus, will not. 
cannot be enjoyed, but while the heart and affections are placed 
on him. The faith of Jeſus is contrary to the world, it cannot 
be reconeiſed to its vain cuſtoms and ſinful maxims. Nay, faith 
is the victory that overcometh the world. The world i is an ege- 
my s camp: a deſpiied Nazarene is the chriſtians glory. | 
The koaven-bota-ſoul, though like 8 iſon'd in fleſh, 
yet hathi free" acceſs to Jeſus by faith. 3 preſent re · 
proaches: ſceing him that is ble. and we hope for future 
fight, and eternal fruition of him who endared the croſs and de- 
— the ſfame for us? Let us take and bear his (craſs ; deſpiſed 
ples let us be. Look down on the world-with Contempt; loole 
5 Chriſt wir joy: go ſorth to meet him in lobe, O ſoul. Re- 


memberh ever: bear on thy mind, ſeſus went forth chearfully to 
moet alf higonflifs and agonies for us, yet à lire while and thou 
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I his. "anger endureth: ke” a moni}: in bis 


favour © ts life. Weeping may endure for a Might," but 
joy cometh in the 1 morning. Pl. 30. 5. 


Sorely Free?” 1s 4 ; glorious Aa Beg of e ras, like 
ateviwing cordial of. rich compounds to enliven droaping - ſpirits.; 
top often | 0 God's children judge of their Father 5, love, 
rom e Ideas, through the carnality of their 04 55 mbe 
depravity * der judgment—the weaknels of their fairh—the 
uncertainty.0 their frames and feelings, and the artful inſingations 
6 atan.. Their loving Father is conſidered. as an im placable, be- 
wp, full of wrath 4 anger againſt them; But Mis ie contrary t to 

s revelation. of- e nl in Chriſt Jeſus as a God of love. 80 
atlo 1 wh 1 Jurious a 1 hürtful to Ne fouls of the faithfu) ; "for i it 
damps. eir love, c iſtreſſes their ip! irits, deadens the exercile of 
their 3 graces, "and hinder their ancreaſe 1 in holineſs; the, eſſence of 
which is OE in the fore of Ged. W ſuch, views « come 


| 4 7 thys 11 . in mm a 1 850 1 ehe 


98 1 Aae e can ſp ring. * can he chin? T ty and 
attiazed hat ie jg out of ol. He cannot fi fink lower in. his views 


Het ce off :oſpe! grace and pre ne: That we vary and a yin 
iel a 1 is natural to our ve 1 0 
a old "we Ht creatures. Hut we have a more fate 5 5 of } 


9 e e 1595 heed, - as. eg 4 Heh 
day dawn, "and the day 
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a your. hearts.” 2 Per, . 1985 5 ee Abele 
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O my Gad, my fond is caſt down within me: there- 


fare will I remember thee from the land of Fordan, and 


of the Hermonites, 8. the Bill Miz zar. Plat, 46. 2. 


141 "of 


ther 5555 not (Fon lab 7 11. 21. 
Ines preſible bleſſedneſs, to live in a | "Ky 1 Rete 10 "ys 


God of love. How ſimple are David's words! How f eh 
he} pour out his complaints, and tell God of his fo fro 51 kh. 
his ſoul Was bowed down within him, heavineſs of min beſet 155 


the ſweet ſun-ſhine of joy was overcaſt by the dark "Goal of jt 
et Faiths s piercing eye looks through all. Regardleſs of of his S YR 
e and feelings, he has direct recourſe, to God.” 28 
O my God. How ſweet,” "how animating are 2 pofope riating 
. 


views to the ſoul! Though caſt down, thor b acjech n ſe 


and all within heightens' the gloom ; yet All above 7880 3 
and, encouraging. Though no confidence” about üs, Vet Jede - 
before the throne for us. will not, [ cannot, 1 arg not forget 
this. Rejoice not over me, 0 mine enemy; il ſtill remem- 
ber m y God; my thoughts ſhall be yet towards bim; my 7 hope peis in 
him; Nur expectations from him. Though it is noy Fark 77 Will 
remember paſt times of light and love. Though now bowed down, 
yet my God has been the lifter-up of my hed” Tue Tight” of his 
reconciled face in Jeſus hath ſhined upon me, Clouds may inter- 
cept my joy ful views of this, but not prevent his f he of me, nor 
turn away his love from me. My caſe is before kim; my foal lies 
open to his view; the times of refreſhing ſhall come from his pre= 
ſence, He reſts in his love.” Such are the reaſoning 8 of Faith. 
departed. faints experience, "ſhould encourage living: W confi-. 
ce. Cat down mourning 1 ſouls when ach enjoy not God's com- 


for ty ſhould meditate on his loving purpoſes, fich promiſes and 


ree grace in Chriſt Jeſus; hotding falt by. the Word of his 
truth, God is faithful, by whom ye were called into the "fel 
lowihig. We! ſon Jeſus Chriſt guy Lord,” 1 Cor. 1. 9. — | 


Anil terogtations pa e The goſpel bew bie MSA; ft, 9 
My. aun this dear refuge flies. A faithful and unchanging! God :.. 
ie my —.— firm and ſtrong Lays the fonndation for my 
tempeſt blow and billows ziſe. r 
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Thus —.— our great High-Prieſt on 5 What he aſked in. 
his. humiliation, is founded npon the word and will of his Father; 
_ andthe bath power to effect in his exaltation. Hence we have the 
fulleſt aſſuranoe of the perfect ſanctiſcation of all his members. 
Tlence the deſires and breathings af fouls: after holineſs, are en- 
couaged; and the prayers of de fi ae 8 — 
fidence of ſueceſs. ICS 
While our Beloved expreſies his: affeionate coneern for bis peo- | 
05-97 urs 1 equal regard for the honour and glory of 
Love for holineſs, and love of the wo rein- 
| ſeparable. — goſpel prevails in the heart, holineſs-is' inereaſ- 
It is firftJifez- then livelineſs in the ſoul: It is the miniſtra- 
tion of the Spirit; in the ſanctification of the Spirit. Whatever 


"IEEE Spirit in the heart, it-is by the word of 
truth. Dang co believers is _ * — and 


Jeſus. 4 The ld of the Lord is 
wiſe the ſimple 0 buy 

d 19. 7,8 8 

7 in = order of falvation, God hath 

inning, (before the foundation” of the 

world) - t how is this made manifeſt? ou 

15 —_— — of the Spirit, and belief of the truth,” 
2 Theſſ. 3. 13. Thus faith and holineſs flow from electin Ion, s 
So every word of God's truth 2 and the fulfilment | 
3 We love the truth, becauſe it 2 3 
moſt ancient us in Chriſt: It reveales Chriſt's nene 
to us for our j 3 revives our hearts with the knowledge of 

4 by his 1 _d the v of Full ſanRtification = 


heart, — wi: prevails agr. the 
word of truth. Dreadful deluſon: when the truth 15 deld n . 
7 zeal for holineſs is-contended' for, while the TW. 
of elefting love; Chriſt's righteouſneſs; his member oe” 
vation are oppoſed and denied. Glory to the Father for his erer 8 
laſting love Glory to eſus For his juſtifying” Riphteoy: fs, 4 
well 28 for did Aoning Slory to any A land | 
influencts,” will ever be the . of 9 ſanctined hearts. 
Wha hat God hath joined together, lerne man putaſunder, „ Matt. 19. 6. 
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| only hope. He being eſteemed as our treaſure. ur hearts will -be+- 


much the more we become dead td all things beſide him! 
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"Binſatoif be be if you, that Forfaketh at 2 
be bath, be « cannot be my Luke 14. 33. | 


2 D N „ 
„Hamel o not-that I Bid unte des wr Fe bebe oh c 
c Oi John g, 7. for che bloſied-cfirils.of thi n 
will be evident; 2 will be choſen as our beloved maſter an 


bing our 3 towards him, and it will be ourchiefeſt de- 
li it to hear his voice, and to follow him in the regeneratibn Com- 
ing to Chriſt, is turning « our backs upon the. luſts of the ſleſh, the luſts 
of the e eye, and the pride of life.” By the faith. of: Jeſas We FenOunce: 
and fo eall theſe —_ ings as our curſe and ſhame. The: 
we have of Chriſl glory, and the ſtronger our faith is än 3 
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We have; need-.go pray: daily... Sun-. of- righteoulely:) vine" 
minds! Land, increaſe our faith! For-ahe-fleſhs- 
ly and luſts, fill abide with us z und is the- 
life Pa 93 increaſeth,. through faith in | 2 ; 


— 
* 


rr 


we more and; more groan: under-whatever is contrary cheteta- The 
bictory i is obtained os through faith; in ita nature very«imple, bu 


n and comfort; in Chriſt, than all that this —— 

No ey Ye ſons of earth, ye diſdain us; we pity;yous A e 

Once. were we. We have. enjoyed your carnal pratifi= ” 

cations, and fa: ed on your: vain delights, too too long; we c 
eſs it, e . it. Now. we have found Jeſus. We have ànd- 
ther and a better In divine pleaſures, ſpiritual joys from him, 

ſweet, communion-with him, we Dt — glory. We 

705 ven EY n 3 85 + work o Therefore, in 

Abing all, apd following Jeſus, though painful and grievous to 

1 2 Heſh, yet k. conelatioh. and: Joy- to the lite of our 


erience. will, . ever. ; Prove,. Ae ok. . e alt= 

= | lake lor a a ems ang : 
cloſe in love; conſequently keep ac 
| N pleaſures, and the dar- 
2 2 after. ch els 8 
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bo gave himſelf 4 ranſom for all, to be 1 eftified 


in due time. 1 Tim. 2. 6. 


JAR. 26. 2 - 6) 


The goſpel is quite ſufficient to anſwer every objection, and to 
faletice every cavil againſt falvation by Chriſt. This ſacred 
otacle we are to conſult day after day. Do we aſk, why are any 
fiuners ſaved?” it aſſures us God hath loved them; this is the 
cauſe. If we enquire, how doth God fave them ? it tells us, it is in a 
way of ſtrict juſtice,” conſiſtent» with the honour of God's law, 
the perfection of his righteouſneſs, holineſs and truth: therefore 
redemption is by ſtipulated price, the blood of the covenant, 
tlle precious blood of Chriſt as a Lamb, without ſpot, Do we ſeek 
t Know who are the redeemed of the Lord? Jeſus aſſures us he 
gave his life u ranſom for many, Matt. 20. 28. even for ALL which 
e Father hathr given hin. „ A nd 


The word of God mentions no one in particular, but ſets forth 
ſalvation in general and extenſive terms; it is exactly ſuited 
to the moſt vile and accurſed ſtate of ſinners; it is perfectly 
ſufficient to relieve the mind, encourage hope, forbid deſpair, un- 
der a ſenſe of the moſt complicated ſins and accumulated guilt of 
"168, wreched/and undone ſo uss. 
be ranſom of Jeſus is ſufficient, is all-ſuffcient; the price he 
fn 7 redemption is fully equivalent, to. fatisfy for all 
our tranſpreffions, and to anſwer every demand of law and juftice. 
To this very end Chriſt gave himſelf. So is he teſtified of in the 
goſpel of grace. Which alſo explicitly anſwers this eſſential and 
important enquiry: Have I redemption in the blood of Chriſt, 
even the forgiveneſs of my fins? „He that believeth ſhall be ſa- 
ved“ he is juſtified from all things; the Holy Ghoſt teſtifies 
"to this truth, in the word; and where this is received and believ- 
Ed in the heart, the ſame ſpirit alſo bears witneſs to it with our ſpi- 
tits: and the faith of God's elect is evidenced, by bringing forth 
the fruits of the ſpirit. ie n 
"There is à time, a due time, when Chriſt ſhall be fo teſtified 
olf to the ſouls of all God's children. The ranſom- price being paid, 
he will ſet the captives free, and « ſay to the priſqners, go forth; 
to them that are in darkneſs, ſhew yourſelves. They ſhall feed 


in the Ways [of light and truth]; and their paſtures ſhall be in 
all high places, [even the mountains of conſolation, and the hills 
of joy]. They ſhall nat hunger nor thirſt [after any other 
hope but Jeſus) : neither ſhall the heat, nor the ſun ſmite them; 
[trials and afflictions ſhall profit them ;] he that hath mercy upon 
them ſhall lead them: ¶ they ſhall not be left to walk in their own 
crooked ways]: but by the, ſprings of water, 1of refreſhment. 
and holineſs] ſhall he guide them, Iſa. 49. 9, 10. 


» ' taugh 
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And Jeſus ſaid unto them, when ye pray, ſoy, Our 
rt which art in heaven, &c. Luke 11. 2. 


| als. 


Faith in the heart exciteth prayer from the lips. So the faich of 


| Ka ele& manifeſts itſelf: It cometh from the Lord the ſpirit ; 


it the ſoul is led to Jeſus the mediator; and by him to God 
0 e Father: $6 each perſon in the Godhead is known, worſhipped 


and glorified by believing ſouls. While we ſee and feel nothing 


of our miſery and wants, no marvel prayer is an irkſome taſk.” 
From à ſight of ourſelves, and the knowledge of Jeſus, we ſhall 
come to him daily with ſimplicity of heart, Maſter, teach us to 


ae 4 It is the higheſt honour, the ſweeteſt privilege, the moſt 


eſſed exerciſe of the ſou} to draw nigh to God. What greater 


on earth than to come to the throne of the King of kings 5 And 


that fear and ſhame may not beſet and keep thee back, knowing 
thy vile nature and finfol practice, hear thy Lord and Saviour's 


encouraging direction, „When ye pray, ſay, Our Father, &c. 


And can it be, that I, a child of wrath by nature, a ſon of perdition 
by fin, a 'vaſſal and flave of ſatan; and accurſed by the holy law; 
can it be that God will own me, hear me, bleſs me as his child ? 
Yes; grace triumphs over nature's deſerts; love glories over 


creature's demerits. The lips of truth have ſaid it, and who 
ſhall dare reverſe it. By the ſword of the ſpirit ſlay the unbelief 


of thy heart. What Jeſus hath taught his diſciples, to call God, 


that he is to them. As Jeſus is the Saviour of all men, but eſ⸗- 


pecially of them that believe; ſo God is the univerſal parent of 


all; but in an eſpecial manner, the father of all the dear mem- 
| "bets of his beloved Son. A father by covenant love by election 
of grace by promiſe — by ſtrict juſtice —a father in holineſs and truth, 


becauſe of the ſuretyſhip of ſeſus the righteouſneſs of Jeſus the 


atonement of Jeſid—the holineſs of Jeſus: And the weakeſt, fee- 
bleſt member in the faith of Chriſt, poſſeſſeth Jeſus, with all his 
1 2 * s, as man and mediator. 


the Father loveth them with complacency and delight; — 


cee s hearts ſhould continually be drawn out to the Father in 


„a affection, fervent deſires, and humble confidence; owe 
„ e but gathering all confidence of hope, a 


Can me a child of tine: And make my comforts ſtrong ; 
4 send down the ſpirit of thy Son, R hen ſhall I Gy, My father, God, 
170 en e | he abr amy of ee 
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eſus, — whom we have boldneſs ad, ans wi 
| Wh. dei Hy te fat of him, "ogy: * 1620s! 


LY Lord, T addreſs thy heav'nly trons, There ſhed thy chalceſt loyel abroad, 
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Are dhe cifiltars great; 58d bis patience ſmall 7 
But can e at a. 2125 to- ow. by whom this grave is in- 
exenſed ? Veri the Lord he ſerxeth is “ the Gad of payience.” 
. 15.8, Hath he need of patienee? Hear the 'Comforter's 
eclaration, "by St. Paul, . My; God ſhall ſupp all. y dur need, ac- 
— ta his 8 in e M , geen diſciple, this is covenant! 
mercy ; therefor e, with er 9 dis | it comes through a 
Mediator: Hence it is added, 4 By Jeſu Jeſus: Chriſt? Phil. 4. 92 f 
e We do the will of God, when we believe an the name of his Son 
Jeſus, and love one anotber.” 1 John 3. 75. And all the 6: 
mies are in Chritt Jeſus, yea and amen,“ ſure and certain to 
every believing ſoul. . By foith: we, have She carneſt of eternal 
life.. «© Ha e the firſt, fruits, the harveſt ſhall follow - 
in due feaſon.” But there are many conflicts to be engaged 
in, a great fight of aflidions to be endnted on earth, before 
we ſhall be crowned in glory; therefore, patience is neceſſary.” 
Patience mult have its perfect work: By faith we. ftand—by y Pati- 
ence we endute. Wg we look forward 3 in Hops; Thy bringy 
ban in ſufferings. 
Baut ſatan has a very poi nant dart, which be dares: 15 caſt at 
| 3 no marvel ana be foo it againſt us alſo—* If thon be the 
n of God,” doth thy loving Father duffer ſuch diſtreſs | 
aud aflickion 99 5am thee? Faith can anſwer. All is my Fa- 
ther*s will, from his love to his glory; OT SONS. 
and profit of my ſoul. I cannot doubt his love I dare not mur- | 
mur tis diſpenſations—1 deſire patience under all- 3; 
not 


* 


| 
| 
away my eee is ſhort —ſuffering#'are but ; 
for a momem—eternity is near—afflitions are nat worthy do be com- 
pared with the glory that ſhall be revealed in us. . Vet a little 8 
vihile, and he that ſhall come, will come, an e halt * . 
dow Gbejof hal Fre by Gait Hobs see of) e dg . . 
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Doſt thou believe on the Son of God? js the. moſt important 
queſtiqn in the world. Falch in Jeſus is the e one thing needful.? 
Without this, the day of life is a tate of fin and caodemnations 

Tze night af death is full of terror ; and the day off judgment moſt 
dread ful. It cannot be otherwiſe, as we are |. malef tors, un- 


7 


der the ſentence of the law; the 1 0 of execution muſt be 

molt alarming. But, as we ſay, What the eye doth, nat ſee, the 

| | heart doth not rue. Sin naturally blinds men's eyes, hardens their 
{ | hearts; and vain ſelf-righteous hopes deceive their ſouls into an 
: | inſenfibility of their undone fate. 
_ What a ſpecial mercy to know one: ſelf! What diſtinguiſhing” 


; ace to know Jeſus ! What peculiar favoyr to know one is deli- 
e from condemnation by him! This Þ the Jen privilege of 
2 eyery believer. This is his happy ſtate; though t e Jaw con- 
| || demp him as a tranſgreſſor, yet God doth not impute ſin, but im- 
8. uteth righteouſneſs unto him; a rightequſneſs Which is equiva- 
ent to eyery dempny! of the Jaw; even the perfect righte - 
8 ouſneſs of the ever bleſſed man and mediator Jeſus, our brother in 
6 | the fleſh... Therefore he is not condemned. e 
4 Sin cannot condemn him; it is all atoned for by the blood of Jeſus, 
. The lay r 
. nifſed and made honourable; more ſo by the obedience of the God- 
= man Jeſus, than it could have been by all the obedience of a - 
| world of innocent ſpotleſs ſaints, or of the whole company of the 
4 heavenly hoſt of angels and arch-angels. The juſtice of God can- 
Rn not condemn bim: For what charge can the firiteſt juſtice, 
41 bring againſt a righteous perſon ? God's faithfulgeſs and truth 
* cannot condemn, they are engaged in the behalf of the righteous. 
«a * God is faithful and juſt ts forgive us; and his love and mere 
le | <mbraceth fach on (every fide; for the righteous Lord loveth | 


4 Lo, thus is the man bleſſed that believeth in Jeſus : Righteous 

17 ot in Chriſt, through faith; yet not faith, but Jeſus is his ri As 46 

—c12f er wiſdom—his ſanctification—his redemption. By faitk 

14 of he ever glories in Jeſus as his all in all. He that thus abides in By 

3915 Jeſus, enjoys peace in his ſoul, and brings forth fruit to the glory 
+ br of God; he is an heir of the inheritance among them whi are 


tified by faith which is in Jeſus.” Acts 26, 18. 
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The witked es when no man'purſueth ; but the rigb- 
teons are bold as a lion. Prov. 28. 1. LSPA SS 
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_ WarTcnevL and Bol p, is the chriſtian's“ motto. Watchful, to 

_ avoie# fin}; bold, to reſiſt he enemies of his foul. © For be is en- 
gaged iti à righteous cauſe,” animated by fighteous hopes, made 
righteous by a righteous Lord; from whom alſo he derives all his 
ſtrength and courage. In Jehovah [Jeſus] have I righteouſneſs” 

- Abd firength” IIA. 45. 22. This is the glorying of his ſoul. Not 
His 'own "mliettht firength; not his own perſonal faithfulneſs and 
riphre6uſmeſs, is the cauſe of his fortitude ; but the arm of Jeho- 
vah is his ſhield, and the righteouſneſs, the perfect righteouſneſs. 
of Jeſus, is his defence againſt the face of every enemy; the con- 
ſcience 175 cheanſed from guilt by the blood of Jeſus, and cloath- 
ed With his xighreouſnefs by faith, the ſoul experiences a holy 
boldneſs at a throne of grace appeals againſt the fury of the ene- 
my and oppreſſor. and finds ſupplies of ſtrength in every time of 
bed. This is the life of faith. So believers grow) | ſtrong, (not 
from cbneeit of what they are in themſelves, but) „ ſtrong in the 
grace which is in Chriſt Jeſus, ſtrong in the Lord, and in the pow- 


er of his mip £997 © | i837; „ „ 
Thus ri rhteonſneſs inſpires with courage and boldneſs. - Such 
is the comtfoft of faithful ſouls. All the glory is due to Jeſus, 
through whom the ſpirit of love, power, and of a ſound mind, is 
given unto his righteous children. The action of Joſeph, of Ari- 
mathea, is recorded with an emphaſis upon his courage: He 
dont in boldly to Pilate, and craved the body of Jeſus.” Mark 

* 15. 43. Here was boldneſs in the midſt of danger an act of 
1 "faith, in the face of foes—a' token of love, without fear or ſhame 
= of the greateſt enemies and oppoſers to Jeſus. | But it is ſaid, 

„ he was waiting for the kingdom of God.. 
Thie boldneſs of Peter and John aſtoniſhed the:Jewiſh ſanhe- 
| © drim; © who took knowledge of them, that they had been with Je- 
dc Ads 4-13. And have we been with: Jeſus, ig the faith! of 
Saur ſouls? Are we waiting for the coming: of his kingdom? 
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T3 hall we be” afraid of the worms of the earth ? aſhamed of our 
Maſter, his croſs, or his ways? Forbid it, Lord ] inſpire, bleſſed 


i 


. with boldneſs, that with David we may triumph, 
oy ©» 


The Lord is my light and my ſalvation, whom ſhall I fear? the 


Lord is the ſtrength of my life, of whom ſhall I be afraid ? Though | 


0 ö | an hoſt 'ſhould encamp àgainſt me, mine heart ſhall. not fear; 
; though war ſhould riſe againſt me, in this will I be confident.” 
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But Cbriſt as à ſon over his own houſe: whoſe bouſe 
are we, if we bold faſt the confidence, and ihe. rejoi- 
cing of the hope firm unto the end. Heb. 3. 6 
The tabernacle, with all its furniture, the ark of the covenant; 
the inſtitutions of ſacrifices, | &c.-, were appointed. by. Jehovah, to 


ſhowy his people the nature of his houſe, to typify God's dwelling 
; in the human nature of Jeſus, his ſacrifice for and ſpecial preſence 
A with the houſhold of faith. David afks, Lord, who ſhall dwell in 
| thy tabernacle? Pfal. 15. 1. The anſwer is, only thoſe who 
5 are furniſh'd with the graces of Jeſus, and whoſe lives evidence 
8 | N E157 VVV n IK Ca 0 
— It beſpeaks a perſon's propriety over, and delight of reſidence 
- in a houſe, when he adorns and furniſhes it: ſo doth Jeſus, by the 
y- hearts of his beloved members; he is our brother in the fleſh; he 
— complies with his own! command, When thou letteſt a ſervant, go 
of free, thou ſhalt furniſh him liberally.” Deut. 15. 14. Out of 
ot | the fulneſs of Jeſus,” molt liberally, his members receive grace for 
he grace: hence they have the confidence of faith, the rejoicing of 
W- FCC V W 
5 . But doth the apoſtle put an IF here, to weaken. their-confi- 
ch dence and damp their joy, as though Jeſus was not faithful to 
us, them? or that their own efforts, could make ſalvation more ſe- 
is cure than his blood and righteouſneſs hath? or to keep. them al- 
ri- ways in à ſtate of diffidence and uncertainty? Far from it; this 
He would counter- act the grace of Jeſus, weaken faith and hope in 
ark him, and ſtrengthen the pride and vain glory of the ſinner, as 
t of though Jeſus, was the foundation, but our own. arm, our own 
ame faithfulneſs' was to raiſe the ſuperſtructure, and bring forth the 
aid, | head-ſtone of falvation with ſhoutings, not of grace, grace to 
17700 him; but glory, glory to us. Moſt deteſtable thought! | 
nhe- WMe are afſured that all thoſe whoſe names are written in the 
Je- Lamb's book of life, ſhall enter into his glory, Rev. 21. 27. 
th of there are no ifs nor doubt of this. But who is of that happy num- 
om ? ber this we can only know by the ſpirit given unto us; whereby 
f.qur ''we'cleave unto Jeſus in heart and affection as our only hope, 
leſſed renounce both the righteouſneſs and ſinfulneſs of the fleſh, and con- 
mph, tinue to perlevere in the faith of the goſpel, 4 and walk worthy of 
?, the the yocation wherewith we are called.” Eph. 4. 1. Wherefore, 


zough . brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election ſure 3 
fear; for if ye do theſe things, ye ſhall never fall.“ 2 Pet. 1. 10. 
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A WY 
In conſequence of a bleſfed union between Jeſus 580 believ- 


ing members, the word diſcovers the ſweet concord and delight 
that mutually” ſabſiſts in the heart, esch fo other. Thus > re 


it is declared, * he Lord's portion” is his people. e. Deut. 32. 
| 29 the chufch cla ins Jeſus under che fame 8 T 


d is ny e, faith my foul.” Lim 3 „ "Hall be 
to the Holy nition.” Ex Od. IN 6. „ will dwell in therh, and 
walk in that,” faith our gracious. Tomtno6E: Therefore; fuch 
eminently diſtinguiſhed highly favoured: ſouls Are called to the 
moſt fp FF and peculiar ſervice on earth, ere they attain the per- 

Heß ene e F ſeſus in glory. What more exalted pitch of ho- 


4 an i crestutes of a da) to ſanctify the Lord, The Lord of 


thi ie. N ts; the Lord of the armies of the whole earth? 


Js In Lofd thy God? 'worſhip thou him; give him the 
5 2 unto. his name. The heart is his remple; there ſanc- 
ty the Lord. Separate ever) idol of felf-righteouſneſs, every 
3 e to thine. own hbſineſs, Every boaſted plea for mer- 
bag What is in Jeſus, and flows through him. Spurn from these 
things elſe, as deteſtable things, t t would Tival Jeſus, | de- 
tra from his glory, aud caſt a vail over his finiſhed falvation, 
by the life of his'obedience, and. the blood of his atonement. 
_ « Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I fay tejoice, Phtt: 
4 but rejoice with trembling ; for the Lord our God is a 
= God. gr his _ Dres a leaſure. vie joy ors . 
is majeſty daily. | he riphiteonſnels; t ce, t 0 7 1 
foul is from him: Therefore the heart TOE be ei ir tp ards .. 
him—the eye lobking up to bim—the affections place N 
him —the bands labouring to work thoſe things We e — | 
pleaſing in bis ſight—and the! feet, ruming the way of. bis comms. 
0 with delighr. wild is ſufftient or thefe thing 44 
For, from daily experience; 1 are coriftrdined to confeſs, & 
E would do good, evil is preſent with me:“ This is rv 
bur not difconraging. Thy Maſter kngws t 5 x -9TrRs 
OM birh—the evil fre : 


can de All things js. i "Chriſt that ſtrengtheneth 225 1 


13. Tn is the da 
See to the feeling of fin, the fan 


e of tl 
to every luſt, the ſtrength of Jehovah to the weakneſs of nature. 
For this is the — joy, the triumph of every believer, 


« Surely in the 


have I * and * 
IIa. 44+ 5» 24» 
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| Nearly . I beſeech. you. ag Prrangers. * ry 
| 


grims, abſtain from Lai laſts, e War agait 
ſoul. Pet. 2 11. 0 


The pd of every di iſciple of Fl is dearly pag by 18 | 

holz Trinity: It is a precious jewel in the eyes. of the lovin | 

Father,.. the redeeming. Son, and the ſanclifying Spirit; 3 who. + 

unite to. make it happy. But it hath a world oh enemies. Vea. | 
it is at preſent in the cloſeſt and neareſt relation ta one. of its 2 bh 

eſt foes, the, fleſh; the laſts. and. deſires of which are at conti- = 

nual war againſt the ſpiritual, 1 comfort and welfare of the |. 

foul... Therefore, (0) chriſtian, . thy beſt friend ſounds an alarm of 

love, gives. thee a dehortation of r : & Abſtain from fcſhly. 

lufts.” He knows what hurt compliance with and indulgence i in 
them will do thee ; thou wilt ſurely feel it, and be ſorely grieved 

for it. Deſtroy thee, they ſhall not; but diſtreſs thee, ike the 

prevailings. of a bitter enem they will, Conſider, dete 

chriſtians, we are ſtrangers, PP 5 pilgrims, Tojourning. and paſſin; £4 

through a ſtrange land and forei n country ; our clothing is, Chri 

and his righteouſneſs ; our. foo +. Chrilt and his fulneſs ; our tat} 

is Chriſt and his promiſes; our "gaide, f is the Spirit of Chriſt; the 
place whither we are bound, is Heaven, the better 9 We 

father's houſe, the inheritance of our friends and brethren. . _ 
Settle this in your minds. Meditate daily on your calling, your 

= ope, your heaven; there is your treaſure. Where ſhon d your 

Qions and delight be? Not on earth, this is not your reſt, it is 

rl not in 10 fleth, this is to be denied, and its motions 
abſtained, from, its Tufts and affections crucified daily. Know the 
fleſh as thine enemy, treat it as ſuch, keep it under ; 1 it „ dwells. 
no good thing ;” its luſtings and deſires cannot but be evil con- 
tinually ; they will never ceaſe to oppoſe the Spirit, the life and 
liberty of thy ſoul; they are ever at war de the peace, conſo- 
ue 9 Joy, which i is in Chriſt OD: wi. vitory, 1 is joyful 

triu Tumph. * i 
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When ſhall I wake and find me there ? Ay i i — 
. Iull the laſt trumpet's joyful ſound ; 
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Fes. 3. - A 34) „ 4 
Who can whiter. and: bis errors? - Cleanſe 1 me 
from i ſerret fuulis. Keep buct thy ſervant alſo 
from preſumptucus ſius; let e not n . g 
over me. Pſalm 19. 12, 13. 


th Nm 


a holy boldneſs at the throne of grace; ſo the re- 
open and ingenuous in confeſſion of ſin. Its errors 
Atte its concern; che moſt ſecret faults bow it in humility before the 
Lamb. To his precious blood the believer has recourſe for cleanſ- 
ing; he has daily need of it. Though he can't underſtand all his 
erfots, © many ſecret faults; cleave. unto him, yet he is made 
ſible even theſe: muſt be waſhed: away, left they defile the con- 
Tee and Gate a cloud over the mind. It is the peculiar 
widom Few ciples, ngt only to obſerve” the bud, | bloſſom and 
fruit of fi but alſo. to conſider | the evil root, the polluted nature 
Which it -ſprin; 88. > Here: is the-exerciſe of watchfulneſs. 
2 his calls for toy dal A prayer to be kept by the power of God. 
Happy ſouls! Who oſs of peace through the blood of 


a nefate bs 118 


$i Je, are! daily. praying to be kept by the grace of the Spirit. 


truly know themſ deb —ſee heir danger of falling—will not, 
e een to alliate or leſſen the odious nature, and hate- 


1 11 defbrmity of cheir fin. ; They will not give a ſofter name to fin 
| (than it deſerves, left they depreciate the. value of that precious 
blobd which Jeſus. ſhed'to.atone its guilt ; nor flatter themſclves into 


þ 4 deceitful notion, that they are perfect, and have no in in them. 
| Spirit of truth delivers them from ſuch errors he teacheth 


3 = by oor firiners to look to the Saviour, and to beſeech bim to 
2 E 


their head - ſrong paſſions, the unruly luſts, and evil con- 
upiſcences which dwell in their finful natures. Alas! the moſt 


: 5 * ſaint, the moſt eſtabliſhed believer, if left to himſelf, how 


> *foon might the blackeſt crimes, the moſt preſumptuous fans, get the 
Wi; * over him? David had wi 


rience of this for a 
He prays from a heart- felt ſenſe of paſt miſery and future 
2 but he ſound the _—_ of that covenant- promiſe : O 


bel A Wit be the exerciſe of thy faith daily to live upon it, 
it before thy Saviour. Sin ſhall not have dominion 
50 — you; 12 er not under the law, nenen en * 
e td fe ol 
4 | Ortho can ever , ay Warn mo of ery, 
errors of his ways? ” "Fox 1 6 ſecret, fau 

Fet with a ä 83 And. this guilty ſoul of hs - 

I would not dare tranſgreſs, W 5 crimes except "wy WOO 
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Ihe loue ne, keep my commandmenss. And T'will 
pray the Father, and be ſhall give you anotber comfortes, 
that be may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of 


+ 


| truth. John I4. 1 5, &c. 


NA 


11 


le would be a traitor and a rebel, who ſhould dare to ſet up his 
ſtandard in England, and demand allegiance from the king?s ſul A 
Jes; and require obedience to his commands, who had no right 0 
the crown. S0 ſeſus, if he is not the king of ſaints; the hwnp 
and true God, but only a meer man, a pfophet mighty in word 
and deed, a very good man, who taught the beſt morals, and ſet us a 
good example, as ſome proud, vain, ignorant creatures pretend; 
*verily, if this were all, we, chriſtians,, could ſee no; goodneſs In 
him. But he would be a hold uſurper againſt the King of kitgs,. 
and Lord of lords, ſtriving to alienate. the affections of the heart, 
and the obedience of the life from God, whom we are command- 
ed to love and ſerve only. Therefore, If ye love me, keep my) 
commandments, faith Jehovah the mighty, God, by the wohder- 
ful man Chriſt Jeſus. Diſciples know his voice. In love he hath 
done all things for their ſalvation. From love he requires all of 
them in duty. Obedience without love is ſlavery: Love without 
obedience is diſſimulation. In keeping his commandments there is 
great reward, enjoyed in preſent peace, expected in future hope ; 
both the fruits of free-grace and unmerited love, and ſecured by 
TH VVV u. LO tute ates 
While others might hear ago: and, talk of the miracles Je- 
ſus wrought in the days of his fleſh, yet thoſe diſciples only, who were 
"obedient to his call and followed him, ſaw his glory, and 
enjoyed the comforts of his preſence. So the cloſer diſciples walk 
with Jeſus in love and obedience, they enjoy more of the comfarts of 
faith. And beſides the gift of faith, as an evidence, they, ſhall receive 
"the witneſs of their being the children of God, even from the Spirit of 
truth, another comforter, who ſhall abide with them for ever, as. a 
ſeal, earneſt and pledge of their future glory. So Jeſus Prays— 
ſo the Father beftows—ſo the Spirit applies and comforts. _ Glory 
be to the ever bleſſed THREE, who thus agree in oNE, and bear 
Witneſs on earth of ſalvation, to che comfort and joy of popr 


ſinners. 


The God of merey be ador'd, To praiſe the Father and the Son, = 


Who calls our ſouls from death, And Spirit alf divine, 
| © Who ſaves by his redeeming word The one in hre, and three ig one, © . 


And new creating breath, =. Let ſaints and angels join. 
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When a "child 2520 from an indulge cyber 
Pe afſaftiouate huſtand; they, "In ied, en have oche 
hiess 3 im in with whom th c e and from 
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| 6 bis aſhamed; -:be' "aſhamed" apd,” xerurn. For — — ö 
| ace! theongh thou haſt broken "wy. e ee forfeited 
1 ih privileges: of children; yet the” relation continyes—children 


e a 57 Hebrfal kli Na. e 2 — | 
And pet, Hear, O ſoul; hear and wonder, hear, Tow | 


Lem {married to yo notvithſtanding all this thy un- 
ind carriage, : faith the Lord” 1 296 10% inſtead e 851 
Jl, purkie, wit vengeance; overtake with de firuQion,” it. is, 
4 7 e Fand e expoſiylats” with kindneſs, invite dien 

dare thy. Srofent lovers ? The Fr of ih | thy * N 
la foes, and ſeek thy preſent miſer eternal 
Kon. Vang thou live after de fe? . Hah hom f. 


t Bete return. 5 the bond of S never Wn, r 
77 notwithſtanding baſe, backſliding, an and ED = 
« Sp grace": Will make lbye-calls' effecua „ d ſhall. 
— "gay call, to mind tc che love of their eſpouials; * ; ed 
e for all they have done, and take up this, eee b 


thee, for thou ATE Tmy' Father, ' I 211 Mun . 
ES ay hel; Huſband, for chen it was better With, We than we? N 
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> Here is ever 


Jeſus" and "his members th 
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33 8 1 „ N |; 58 NN. | . . 
= 'Cometh 1 Vleſſedneſs Then upgn Ie ciscumciſian 


only, or upon the untircumſion alſo ? Rom. 4. 9. 
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Tp : 3 ln sub ARB e 5 ; R 4 . | 
„ Bewate leſt any man ſpoil you through! philoGpliy: and va 


deceit, after the traditions of men, after the rudiments 6f Ehe 


* 


World, and dt after Chriſt.” Col, 2. 8. Wuy chis caution from 


*the voice of inlpiration? Truly, diſciple, thy daily danger thakes 
it expedite G | (faith the comſorter) any man begulle v0 
, a th *Þ 7 2 112 2 * 2 * P 
ard. 


1 
— 


a Lt >. ST LAKE 3 : 5 p © "F< RS 
ook Beware of men. Call no man Rkbbiz*> faith! thy 
Tord; feſt any 


by the ill-Geſerving—ſure re all the tedeemed 


righteouſneſs without our works, even the beſt robe. Noe but 
Agtoward children find fault with the father's gifts. Por thy | 
ghteouſneſs, even if perfect. O ſoul, is at beſt but'the rightebuf- 

nels of a creature; but Jeſus? righteouſneſs is the righteouſneſs 
of the adorable” God-man; infinite in value like his precious 
bod, by which our fins are atoned. Therefore they are not 


"a 


 Imputed'to as, becauſe laid upon Jeſus ; therefore God pardons © 
in Jultice to him. Chriſt hath performed every condition for us. 
Here is the nature of faith; it takes its views, and forms its 
judgment from revealed truths. So it evidences its divine original. 
Thus it gites all glory to God. So the ſenſe of pardon is 
applied to the ſoul, by the Spirit, who comforts the ſoul in 


truth. And chus a living, vital union is preſerved between 


ardon love is increaſed— 


? 


rough, faith. From a joyful" ſenſe of 
; holineſs | incited—man''is humbled— 

j eſus exalted— free grace gloried in hope encouraged = lavim 
fears ejected—and. the heavenly; inheritance longed for à8 4 frec 

freely.” Even eternal, life is the free gift of God by Jefas Chi, 
Who faith, * Fear not, little; flock,  it-is:yaur Father 37g "ples! 

ſure to give you the kingdom.” Luke 12. 32. N 5 
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©» God, who commanded the light to: ſhine out. of dar x- 
meſs, bath ſhined into our bearts,. to give us the knaw- 
ledge F the glory of God in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. 
eee een 55-5 rs ag, 


l grace, the wonder of Amit power, in producin 


| 
) : wg > 1 TAG. 3 2 N 1 2 15 . 
the, whole creation of natüre: and this ſpiritual light cauſeth. joy 

in the ſoul; for it gives the knowledge of God's glory. In what 


all, all centers in Jeſus, in his perſon. Thus we hehold the 


1 * 


And here, we ſee how, inſeparably connected God's lory, and 
122 his people's comforts are. Each leads to the other, and both tend 


to Jay finners low in humility, and annihilate and fink them to 
nothing before a ſovereign gracious Lord. For could a dark, con- 


oled chaos contribute any thing to the prodottion of light ? Cant 
thou, O worm. of the earth, exert any power to cauſe the glo- 
ripus ! ens, the ſun to ſend forth its reviving beams of light? 


No; the firlt is by the command of the ſovereign agent; the latter 
acts by the laws of its wiſe Creator. So as to ſpiritual light, ſaving 
k W dee, it. is 39 to thoſe who ſought it not; it is made 
2 D Ah enn L 223 2 FE TTY, EN © es} 51 014” Hoc A : 
wanifeſt to them who aſked not after jt... Thins, s the power, to 
theez: to thee alone, Jehovah, be all the glory! ..- 
Now be the God of Ifrhel blefs'd, fe makes his great ſalvation known, 
Who makes his truth appear; By Chriſt be pardotis fins, 
His mighty hand fulfils his word, While ſovereign grace; and heav'nly love, 
And all the oaths be ſwore, _ In its own glory ſhines, - 


* : * ? 
V2”. 
: 4 


lory in reverſion ; - 


FE B. 8. ( 39 


and deny, | ; 

That Jeſus is both Lord and God, lies at the foundation” of 
aur faith, That, as man, the anointed Saviour, he hath purged 
our fins, cauſes all our hope and comfort.” On this rock Chriſt's 
church is built, and neither the * powers of earth rid fin, nor the 
13 of hell ſhall prevail againſt it.” When the Lord the Spirit 
brings the foul up to Nebo, the mount of proſpect and propheſy, 
it has glorious views of the inheritance—it ſpeaks of it — it 
kructifies— and the graces of faith, hope, love, peace, and joy, 
Abound in the heart. But, alas! all is barren as { wilder; 


uyfruitful as a deſert, while fin in its guilt and puniſhment” is 
not known and believed to have been purged by the blood of je- 


"fas. This is the only phyſie for fin-fick ſouls, the molt revivi 


faffcient 10 purge avay fin, is alſo all-ſffcient eo cleauſe the 
- conſcience, bree conſolation for the members of Jeſus on earth! 
Their living head, in his human form, is at the right hand of the ma- 
Jed in glory;the blelſed object io whom we are everts Took, through 
hom every. comfort flows, and on whom is bur höpe in eve 


A 
# 


| foul-contli with fin and fatan; This is the resſoning of faith 


K * * 


f when, we were enemies we were reconciled ts God by the 


Rom. 5.10, 


| | . 2 i Fe 44-43 oh; et be £6 Tho nt hom 
death of his Son, Mvcu Mokz, being reconciled, we ſhall de 
 fayed by his life.“ | e 
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Thexe's none can know theFather right, Then let our ſouls adore our G 


| But thoſe who learn it from the Son; 25 That deals His graces a8 lie pleale; 
Nor can the Son be well received, Nor gives to mortals an ac chjͤʒ˖ 
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Keep yourſelves in the love of Gad. Jude ver. 21. 
The Love or Gov, like every other attribute and perfection 


of Jehovah, is everlaſting and upchengeable; even as the eſſence 
of God himſelf. © This love is 'manifeſted to his people in Chriſt 
Jeſus '; he is the object in whom they are viewed and loved 
by the Father. As « Jeſus is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for 
ever;” ſo is God's love toward them. Time, wich all its con- 


cCurring circumſtances, can make no alteration or change, inereaſe 
or diminution herein. But as to the ſenſe: and enjoyment of this 


love, the word of truth and experience of the faints plainly teſ- 
tify of its ebbings and flowings, its fervour and abatements in the 
foul. Hence the neceſſity of thoſe tender calls, kind warnings, 
and loving counſels addreſſed to believers, in the word of truth. 
Therefore are they to be active as thoſe who are made alive. 
The enjoyment of the love of God is our heaven below ; to keep 
© ourſelves in the happy ; ſenſe of it, is our higheſt privilege, our 

+ Wouldſt thou ever enjoy it, O chriſtian? Be much in 
meditation upon it—think-/ daily,” conſtantly of that umpa- 
.Falleled inſtance of it, God ſo loved the world as to give his 
only begotten ſon Jeſus, to atone for fin by his precious blood 
to juſtify ſinners by his perfect righteouſneſs. Doſt thou know this 
by the goſpel? This is love revealed. Doſt thou believe this in 
. thine heart by the Spirit? This is love felt and enjoyed. All, all 
os from the rich, tranſcendently rich love of God in Chriſt 
_ Jeſus. Oh be concerned daily to keep thy ſoul in and under a 


lively ſenſe of this love! and alſo keep thyſelf by this-love from 


_ worldly lufts, carnal  indulgences, and ſenſual” | gratifications. 
_ Theſe are forbidden fruits; thy fleſh may long for and covet them, 


+ but by the love of God, by the mercies in Chriſt Jeſus, and 


for thy ſoul's ſake abſtain from them. Know verily,” as bortful 
food will impair the health of thy body; ſo theſe things do as 
certainly tend to rob thy ſoul of its peace damp the warm ſenſe 


of God's love; and render thee cool, indifferent, and. lifeleſs, - 
hen thou ſhouldſt be looking after, and longing for, che mer 
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My God, permit my tongue Por ie without thy oer 


This ey, to call thee mine 3; o reliſn can afford z 
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1 — —— What _ his corrupt — 
tan '3-Juggeftions,: and mens. falſe doctrine, he is thruſt ſore at to 
make him afraid, deſt he ſhould tplland periſh for ener; hut woo 
; power and truth will ſupport him. | 
II the Lord, the comforting Spirit, had not left us ; atother; mar 
of proof, in-the--whole bible,- for the ſecurity of the juſt, this:@ne 
text is 17 5 9 hath ſpoken it; nor men nor evils ſhall 
- reverſe it 1 Bu mall ſee; th pe 0 
of Jeſus? e . lor y, and Jalvation in His 10 . 
« Phe fi hreous, hall 08 on his way, Aud e that 
hands Mall be Rronger and ſtronger. 2 Job 1 17.9 
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But be [7ejus] anſwered ber not a word, Mart. | 1 5. 2 3. 


What! os compaſſionate. Savious,) who is touched with a 
feeling, « of our ünßrmities, is he deaf to the eries, and dumb 16 the 
intreaties of a diſtreſſed. ſorrowful heart? No; love in the heart 
| has always. an open ear to complaints, a ready tongue to ſpeuk 
comfort, and a kind hand to relieve. But love afflicts, to bri 
- his children to bim, and to make them calls upon him : 

e 10 anſwer, that they may be the more importu- 
| nate. „God's delays. prove. faith's vigour, make love cling cloſer, 

yer | ore ene and Patience ſhine, brighter. 80 che graces 
of children are drawn forth into lively exerciſe, -and made ma- 
nifeſt that they are wrought. in God. Perſeverance obtains: the 
2 ng in due time, and Jeſus honours and applauds the grace 
| fi he ths beloved members with, O man, 0 menten et is thy 


2 
51 1 AN 


„Chriſl knew. what work. he; bad wrought. in e poor . 
ſapplicants —— whereby ſhe knew Jeſus to be Lord and God; 
therefore he proved her and tried her, that her faith might fine 
. bright to his glory and her ſoul's comfort. As ſhe poſſeſſed the 
/ ſame. faith, ſo ſhe. diſcovers. the ſame reſolution of Job, „Though 
151 ſlay: me, yet will I truſt in him.” And, with Jacob, ſhewould 
wreſtle; and ber heart determined, I will not let thee 8⁰ except 

: | thou bleſs me.” Gen. 32: 26. 
The filence of Jeſus was very Sims ; ben be ſpeaks 
160 is quite diſcouraging. Though ſhe worſhipped him and fighed 
ont, Lord, help me, yet Jeſus. ſeems, rather +to.-repulſe - than 
— comfort her. But 2 ever ſinks the ſoul loweſt in humility, 
©-while-it-clings cloſeſt to the moſt high God. The ſoul owns its 
hateful vileneſs and utter 8 and fixes all its plea upon 
l mercy; all its hopes upon Jeſus only. Thus Chriſt 
empties whom he delights to ell. He makes / us to ſee and con- 
--feldourielves to be dogs, fit. only to feed undet the table, though 
9 us as children, and all that he hath is ours, by free gift 
auc rich: grace: So.ſyectly. and encouraging are our Lord's 
So thould we r truſt in him who ſaith, . I have 
Sig the weary /ſoul,- and I have Ke to moe every nk 


» 1 Jer. 95- 2934 Yo LH gg oye BAR eo vii 58 
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5 3 505 to Ae 3} Ry pk kin, leinen your Ways, 
y | refup ss oil our. out your, hearts before his face: 
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And patience [worketh] experience, . and, experience 


9 
5 


hope. Rom. 5. 4. 


rebels; a declaration of mercy to the e and abandoned; 


tion, heavineſs of heart, and dejection of mind? Doth not this 
deſtroy his hope? No: even this experience, ſad as it ſeems, 
worketh hope. Hereby, pride and ſelf-confidence is ſſainſin em- 
bittered—the ſoul humbled at the feet of Jeſus, with * Thou, 
even thou alone art my hope; I dare not truſt in any other; my 
ſoul ſtiall malce her boaſt of thee; and thee only - RD 
We have the ſentence of death in ourſelves, that we ſtivuld" not 
truſt in ourſelves: And the more we live upon, and truſt in the 
Lord, fo ſhall we find hope ſpring up, love flouriſh, and holineſs 
aboundy”! Praiſed be the Lord our God, whois * the God of hope, 
and fils us with joy and peace in,believing, that we may abound in 
hope through the, power. ol W/ Ghoſt,” Rom. 15. 13. 
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Habu an ke breaſt 228 rightooafucfs. Epli. 
When Saul had put his own armour on David; to 20 againit 

the Philiſtine-g jant, it ſcems- as though his heart {mote 
An e ds bh eon de me ir, and bis beat be dnn from 


6:14. 


. to the power of God only; therefore he, ſaid, . Ov 


- Campo >theſe';--1 have not proved them: And Das id put 
them ny him,” 1 Sam. 19% 39. A faithful heart is ever jealous | 


©of. the Saviout's glory. Though the believer is made. 9 
ö and loves Ti 


t d Walks in the parfis of righieouſneſs, vet he will 
1 in nothing before God, nor truſt ibs any rightequſneſs to ſhi 0 


g him fr From the face of the enemy, but the perfect ſpotleſs eb 


neſs oh his dear Lord and precious Saviour Jeſus: He puts off 
others, dy the faith of Ohriſt, as contrary to his hope. As 


1 he Tees, ry « poriy and extent of che divine law, chat it is quick 


and ” o erf and is 4 diſeerner of the thoughts and intenis of 
he” Heart; knowing bis own righteouſneſs to be defettive, and 
that in many things we all "offend; he could as ſoon truſt in an 


| honey- comb for a breaſt- [pg as the dere an, en of his 


own — 9. 8} 1055 
Why doth FRI why Bondy, the _ i; ee 1 our 'breatts; 


| "and. grieve - our hearts? ut becauſe we are not careful to guard 
. he 2 bent of e —— Aba fond, ever be 


9 


ne of Go in this beſt rob of its —. — — alſo is 


de defenctlefs ſoul armed againſt every attack of ſin, fatan, the 


law and death. This — plate is more than proof againſt all. 


{ _ While: pride and ſelf-righteovſineſs. go hand in hand, and. unite in 


objeftions againſt the imputed: righteouſneſs of our Immanuel; 
"Humble, ſelf⸗ demptied fouls, 5 — and triumph that their fal- 
"vation is TOW to the laws of Rrict en mag perfect righ- 
tecufflefs - 9 394 t e 4 ifs th 15 FR 
abr teouſneſs in Jef they dime night: to a throne 
. 3 oldneſs now, and ſhall lift up their heads with 


fe dre. a, fighteon eons 2 qo in the great day: 


erte m death.“ Prov. 10. 2. 
WAY neee (14 ar 
eſu, thy 61004 and righteoufneſs "Ana 4128 4 in Miete array 'd, 


My beauty are, my glorious dreſs ; With) Joy ſhall I lift up my _ | 
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Bur now: the rigbreruſntſi of Cod, without' ie late, 
is manifeſted, being witneſſed N tbe laws and be propbrts. 


ir 
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Poor weak doubting believer, why takeſt thow thought for rai- 


ment? Shall not, hath not God cloathed you ?. „O thou. of little 


faith !” thou hopeſt, thou truſteſt in Jeſusꝰ blood alone for the pardon; 


of thy ſins, but art diſtreſſed in ſeeing thyſelf a poor ſinner. Thou 


CE 


knoweſt thou art not righteous in thyſelf, and often feareſt thou 
ſhalt never attain righteoufneſs, and periſh at laſt for want of it. 


Verily, thy face is turned towards Mount Sinai, inſtead of Mount. 


Calvary— to Moſes, inſtead of Jeſus—to thy life of obedience, in- 


ſtead of his life of righteouſneſs—to the law, (which requires all) 


inſtead of the goſpel, Which freely gives all. 


So ſure as thou haſt the faith of Jeſus in thine heart, thou haſt 
tze righteouſneſs of Jefus on thy back, let law and conſcience 
ſay what they will. God finds his children naked, he clothes them. 
Witneſſes are ever at hand; evidences are never wanted to prove 
tts truth. The Spirit of truth bears infallible teſtimony, by the 


law and the prophets, to the glory of this rightconſmeſs. Read, be 


joyful, and give all glory to free-grace for its free imputation: 


The rightecuſneſs of God, which is by faith of Jeſus Obriſt, is 


m1] ain we aſte God's righteous law 5 


..._ unto all, and upon all them 
"rence; ee 2237: „ 


at believe; for there is no diffe- 
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in ve Jeſus, how glorious is thy grace 
Jo juſtifyws ne, when in thy name ws truſt, 
Since to convince and td coldemn, Our faith receives a righteouſneſs 
Is all the law can do, That makes the ſinner juſt, 
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(46) * 
Our goſpel came not unto you in word only, but alſo 


in power and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance. 


FEB. 15. 


Sin, ſalvatibn, death, judgment, eternity, though matters of 
the bigheſt moment, and utmoſt importance to us, yet we think 
of them with little concern, ſpeak of them with great indifference, 
aud treat the chpſideration of them as Felix did- Paul,: Go, thy 
way for this time ; when J have a convenient ſeaſon I will 
ſend for thee.” Acts 24. 25. And yet perhaps ſuch have long ſat 
under 2 predched goſpel: hugely cry up and applaud the preach - 
er, and ate ready to condemn others who do not ſee. and admire 
the excellence of the man. But alas! what are the moſt excel- 
lent words of” man without the power of the Spirit? Light as 
air, ineffectual to ſoul- ſaving purpoſes, as ſounding braſs or a 

The grand queſfion is, have I inwardly known and felt the 
power of the goſpel? Our goſpel came uro you with power. It 
hav ag 1er voice, it ſpeaks. glad tidings. good news of life, 
and ſal vation to the very ſoul z it is the word of power to quicken 
dead ſouls 10 life: It is a revelation to the heart of pardon and 
peace oy tons : it brings the cleareſt evidence, the fulleſt aſſurance 
along with" it, that it is God's word of life and ſalvation. The 
Holy Ghoſt bears witneſs, to it, in power and demonſtration... 
Bleffed ſouls! Who are divinely aſſured of the truths of goſpel- 


gtace and love by Jeſus; who embrace the goſpel as their only 


hope, apd flee and cleave to Jeſus as their only refuge. But 
more bleſſed, yea moſt happy thoſe believing ſouls who are upon 
the delectable mountains, and evjoy much A. eat of their own + 
perſonal intereſt in Jeſus, and eternal life through him; and by 
the Holy Ghoſt are enabled to ſay, I know; that Jeſus, loved me 
and died for me.” VVG | Jp 


This only" can deliver the ſoul from all doubts and fears—in-- 


flame it with the moſt ardent love—inſpire it with the moſt holy 
baldneſs—inflaence it to the moſt chearful obedience . reſign it to 
aſfietive allotments—wing it with; boly Jongiogs. after Jeſus and. 

eternal glory Land make it joyfully triumphant over the grim tyrant 
death 3* with!“ Thanks be io God who giveth ME the victory 


. - 


£34101! 
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through our Lord Jeſus Obri. 1 Cor. 16: Wen met, ai 80 


2 7 iy 7 5 SS 7 * 3 lo 27 11 Ai Kada. Wet | KY 2 * 
My Savicur; God, my ſovereign prince, But brings his graces doyn to ſenſe, 
Reigns far above the fies? And helps my faith to xriſe. 7 
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and toil of our hands hath been evil, and we are cur 
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great God and 
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And the word "was made fleſh and dwelt among us 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begot- 
ten of the Father) full of grace and truth. John 1. 14. 


When the Lord gave Lamech a ſon, he called his name Noah, 


which ſignifies repoſe or conſolation; and he ſaid, This ſame 


ſhall comfort us concerning the work and toil of our hands, be- 
cauſe of the ground which the Lord hath curſed.“ Gen. g. 29. 
Noali was an eminent type of Jeſus. Every ſinner, who is poor, 
and made low, (as Lamech ſignifies) has infinite reaſon ſo to 
conclude of Jeſus, This ſame ſhall, comfort us, though, the work 
of ſin.“ A! 


* 33 wy * 25 * ie 4 ; $ Ef 3 G 0 37 IT | 3919 we : 495 
To be poor and made low in ones. ſelf, and to be truck with the 


diſplay of the glory of the Lord Jeſus, is the work of the Spirit; by 


the word of truth, and is peculiar to believers, in all ages. Abra- 
ham rejoiced'to ſee Chriſts day of incarnation ;_ he ſaw it and was 
glad.” And all the children of Abraham's faith now, as well as 
the apoſtles, ſee the glory of Jeſus by the ſame Spirit, whole, ofice 
JJ d ag aol 
To know Jefus, as man, as the anointed Saviour, brings life 
and peace to our hearts. To ſee his glory as God-man,, fills our 
ſou's with the triumphs of ſalvation. Thus we are ſatisfied with 
him as our Lord and our God. We look to no other God, but 


the God in our fleh, who dwelt among us; he is full of grace and 


truth to us: all wrath and terror ceaſeth againſt us; For God 
was in Chriſt reconciling the world, not imputing fin.” So God 
hath drawn nigh to us—ſo he hath embraced and loved .us—ſo. by 


faith we draw nigh to embrace and love him. 


When Jeſus is embraced in the arms of faith, the enraptured 
heart cries out, with Simeon, Mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation.” 
« We run with patience the beavenly race, thus looking to Jeſus.” 
With this view, we meditate on our 1 5400 diſſolution with com- 
poſure expect the ſure meſſenger with peace look forward to 
approaching judgment with joy, being aſſured of the fight, the jqy- 
ful fight of the Hed man jeſus, the judge who ſhall appear as the 

Saviour; „ Whom, having not ſeen in the fleſh, we 


love; in whom, though now we ſee him not, yet believing, we 
rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full of glory.” 1 Pet. 1. 8. % For 
yet a little while and he ſhall certainly come to be glorified in his 

ſaints, and to be admired in all them that believe in that day.“ 
2 Theſſ. 1. 10. Ts” | | | 
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FE B. 7. ) 
:Thefeithings ave I ſpoken unt IR that: in ue ye 1 


mit aue pace ©, In (le world ge fhalhbaye tribulation : 
Hut beef gaad abeer, 1. have q came dbe cr, 
John 16. 33. 


BVauch is Chriſt's legacy to al his bredivencts peace in a: 
Tribalation in the world. Every diſciple ſhall receive this hequeſt 
of his maſter. As to the former; a triune God of truth and 
faichfulneſs is engaged by promiſe and ' oath to give t. As to the 
latter, frem the combined trinity, the world, Meth, and devil, every 
' follower of Jeſus will be ſure to receive it. But alas! how apt 
are we when in he mount of peace with ſeſus to cry, Oh tribu- 
lation fhall no more affect me! On the other hand, when in 
cheidreary valley of tribulation; then we are as ready to conclude, 
There is no end to my troubles; I ſhall ſee peace no more.” 

* Tu was the caſe with David: one while we find him triumph- 

09 ing In my proſperity I aid: E ſnall never be moved. Pf. 30. 6. 
= L weber — e a1 Hack: fice and 

10 Teo, too apt are we to judge of: God's Jove/ to us by his 
MAR  providences, inſtead of his promiſes. Tribulation in the world 

1 is as neceſſary for the ſou] as peace in- Jeſus, or our loving 

1 Saviour would not have appointed it for us. One is not in- 

1 — with, nor deſtructive of the other. Nay, is It. not 

4 oft the caſe with thee, O chriſtian, as of old, that . as: ſufferings 
abound, conſolation abounds alſo.“ 2 Cor. 1. 5. Haſt thou 
- acceſs by faith into the ſame grace withxthe apoſtles and church of 

old ? doſt thou with them © rejoice in hope of the glory of God?” 
hear and learn the ſume note which they: ſung :: —— ain 
_ tribulation. * Why? Becauſe they firſt rejoiced:in; glory 
of God; and they knew that all things wor — for 

Therefore they: found by experience theſe ſweet and ſoul- 
reviving effects: Knowing that tribulation worketh. patience, 
and 1 erience, and experience hope; and hope makceth 
mot — ecauſe the love. of God *isifhedi;abtoad . our 
hearts by the Holy Ghoſt given unto us. Nom. 5. 2—6. 
Thus as Chriſt is ours, all things are ours — 
dliſtreſs in the world is ours; as well as hope, patience, peace, love, 

_ in Jeſus. Sweet is it to obſerve hom our dear Saviour 

his legacy; it is like a croſs richly ornamented with: jewels 

—— Fribulation in the world ſtands eneompaſſed with 

' PEACE in the front, oop CHEAR and VICTORY in the rear. 

% Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that belies eth 

oben 1 John 5.5. . 
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| Phariſos, Paul, gloried in earnal 


FEB. 18. ( 49.) xz £3% 
erefore henceforth” nom ue no man after the 
* ; yea, though we baue known Chriſt: after ibe 
fleſh 3 yet MN know . him "no more. 2 * 


5 I 9 . 7 - 2 " 


How eminent does FRY grace of God. ſhine in che conduct of 
Levi! when the glory of Jehovah was at ſtake - uhen his honour 
was to be vindicated againſt thoſe who had ſinned with an high 
hand: . He ſaid unto his father and mother, I have not ſeen 
him: “ That is, no one that mine eye ſhail pity, or mine hand 
ſpare, who has tranſgreſſed in this matter. Neither did he ac 
knowledge his brethren, nor know- his e e Dent. 33. 
9. The Lord our God is a jealous God. It behoyes his children 


to be valiant for the truth as it is in Jeſus. It is their duty to face 


all oppoſition againſt it, and to ſtand in defence of it from every 
quarter; and to know no man after the fleſh, ſo as to give up 


truth for fear of him. This is their higheſt honour upon earth; 


and this is highly acceptable. in the fight of our God. Thoſe... 
who honour me I will honour, ſaith the Lord: Bat «+ knowing 
men aſter the fleſh.“ proves a ſnare to the ſoul, Many 4 
ſuffered loſs hereby. While they have conferred. with fleſh. and 
blood, liſtened to the wiſdom of carnal men, and conſulted the 
judgment of the wiſe of this world, how have their minds been 
drawn from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt? The wiſdom of this 
world is fooliſnneſs with God. —the righteouſneſs. of the fleſh is an 
abomination in his light, The ſpirit of inſpiration hath taught 
us this profitable Teflon. While we glory in Jeſus as our wiſdom 
and our righteouſneſs, this ſweet myſtery makes us dead to the 
life of the fleſh; the luſts of the fleſh, and the glory of the fleſn; 
ea; gives us the victory over the fleſh. , So we live in a ſpiritual 
ingdom, glory in Jeſus as a ſpiritual Saviour, are delighted with 
ſpititual ge eh" and are made comfortable by. {puteal git. 


and race 
is a en 3 of the life of the font. While. 2 
es, and the attainments 
of the fleſn; but, Behold be prayeth,” faith the Holy Ghoſt... 
Bleſſed probe. of a neu- born ſoul, when it ſoars to Jeſus, and is 
diſſatisfied with all. the objects of nature, time and ſenſe, and in- 
ceſſantly cries; I count all things but loſs and dung for the excel 
leney of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, fur whom I have ſuffered the 
loſs of all 
CI IR 358. 240 FT IE $45 Toke Mp: 5 5 6:3 (t, IF Es 1 
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by, | He that Nee the Sow bath the Father 4. 
8 r. John. 2. 23. ess nit boog bad 1906 


71 01 1 tl! * 51081 ende 1937: 76 
"If fo, we cannot pay too W homage, nor aſeribe mach 
glory to Jeſus, as ſome object. Did Jeſus © ręgeive from God 
5 Father, honour. and glory when there came ſuch voibe to him 
from excellent glory, This is my; beloved Bop, in hom I 
am we \plealed?” 2 Pet. 1 75:48; Is it thes Father's will 
d that all men ſhould honor the Sen, even as the honqur the 
| Father? He that honoureth not the 8e honqureth nat. the Fa- 
_ - ther that ſent him.“ John 5. 23. May we not:boldhefay- with 
= . Baul, Fu 5 75 1 5 the e ge Chriſt r me, no 
9 ying/? in Jeſus, as my Lord, m 
God. Yea; kh will acknow! lige bin in is loweſt form ant 
„eee as dhe babe. . in. [waddling- clothes, 
lying in à manger—as, a RESIN: and. ontreaſt infant as obſcure 
- and, mean in his birth and an at a common or- 
e en ore For rm and eomeli iſed and re- 
f men—a man of ſorrows, and e wich griefs—def- 
ons a, place Where to lay his head as. che, derided, 
hed to ſcarn—crowned with thorns in derifion—condemned 
— eruciſied as an accurſed wretch, unworthy. to live in heaven 
pe 2 earth adjudged fit only to die, in company with thieves 
highw: men, on a gibbet. Whally to truſt and rely on this 
. proc the man Jeſus of Nazareth, the root and offspring 
of of David, this is „the £aiTa of Gad's elect, and the acknow- 
ledgement of the truth which is after godlineſs.“ This is the 
only ** Hor of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promiſed 
befare the world began.” Tit. 1. 1, 2. This is a AENA ANG 
tq the acknowledgement of the truth.“ 2 Tim. 2. 25. Thus 
ate ſimple, believing hearts e comforted, being knit together in 
love, unto- all riches of the full aſſurance. of underſtanding, to the 
acknowledgement of the myſtery of God, and of the E and 
of Ohtiſt; in whom are hid all the N of. villen and 
kbowledge. EEE to; 15: 16d ns v4 
In this rich mine of truth and conſolation ed dig 
for all wiſdom, holineſs and happineſs; for in this acknowledge. 
ment of: the Son we have the Father's rich love, and precious 
pen: and the holy Spirits power, influence” and Witness; 
«eyer. iving thanks to the Father, who hath mage us meet to 
128 A Kit it he | ſc: of the . in Night. Cal, 1. 12. 
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I cannotlive if thou remove, / 


n 
That 1 may win Chriſt. Phil. 3. 8. 
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No ſooner had good king Hezekiah eſtabliſhed his throne in 
righteouſneſs, reſtored religion in his kingdom, ſer his whole 
heart to ſerve the Lord, and his God proſpered him; but an in- 


vading Sennacherib enters his territories, and encamped againſt 


his fenced cities- 2 Chron. 32. 1. ' Scripture and experience 
daily preach o God's children, „ This is not your 'reft 3” yd 
are in a militant ſtate. Though Jeſus hath taken poſſeſſion of 


the ſoul, aud caſt out the ſtrong man armed, think not of folding 


your hands, ald ſaying, I ſhall Re war na more; for your adver- 
ſary has many other games to play. He will not only evcamp 
againſt your fenced cities, and attack your 'outworks, but will 
alſo. attempt your very heart and mind. Beware of Tuch ſuggeſtions 
as theſe; they are the whiſpers of à deſtroying foe,” * Cone, you . 
are. nom an excellent chriſtian—you have a tongue to ſpeak for 
jeſus Lou don't live and act as rhe reſt of tlie careleſs; ſinful 
world--ayow have made great advanees in holineſs—now you have 
ſomewhat-t0 glory in yourſelf before Cod.“ "Jeſus, 'Malter, fave 
us in this houf of ſatan's attack! When in ſuch a ſtorm, better 
* rl ps all the heavy lading of felf- confidence to right 
Let bs ever temember Jeſus is all our gain and all dur glory. 
We are ſtill poor ſinners. By renouncing all, and cleaving to 
him, we enjoy all in him. No fruits produced, nd comforts ex- 
perienced, hut by abiding in him. Whae! poſſeſs Jeſus, and yet 
want to win him? Yes; jeſus- enamoured hearts, like avaritious 
pameſters, never, never think they have enough of Jeſus in time, 
till they have gained the full enjoyment of him in glory: They 
give up all for his ſake. Wherefore? on terms and conditions 
to barter for an intereſt in Chriſt? No; pracious, loving Hearts 
deteſt ſuch baſe undervaluing thoughts of their infinitely precious 
Saviour; as though the droſs and dung of their ' doings and 
performances-were to be put in competition. with his matchlels 
excellency; wo is our prize, our portion, our treaſure. Whom 
have I in heaven but thee, or what is there on earth 1 deſire in 


— ; 


compariſon of thee? ? will ever be the language of faith. - 


My God, wyilife, my tv) | bett -v nothing hire deſerves 5 Joi 
To thee, 10 the T call; e | 6. 


There s nothing like my God. 


Trepe milingoof thy , 
o atiable they uke 


For thou art all in all. 
What empty things are all the ſkies, is heaven to reſt in thihe embrace 


And this inferior clod ? G And no where elſe but there, 
+ 


ir O52) | ; = 
* Gen BR 5 as X. es x 
Site io enter in at the Fa 10 at gate "fer Main," 'l ſoy 
unt "pn ee, all feel to 10e eu , out { ll at s able. | 
e 13. 24. | 
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wt. ee -ofiaded meipre; Hough kalte i in faitb, thy geviour 


| us' diſcoura) thee [SEEKING falvation by e- 

5 8 Mo e - Wege one that, ſceketh 5740 5 
it 1 . wake and eneburage thy ſoul in tbe con- 
0 0 5 5 Finde every enemy that oppoſeth 
ae the“ king 125 "the ſtrair; gate; knen by ihe one 
At Eg Fer rely ef Jeſus.” His|\defigp-is alſo ro 
Y kat 1 Hrs SPEK, but s TRKIVE, yea/ltrive as in an 

| « 99 ry "bt nar-be able,” becauſe they expect to 
n bf GY Gihes yh. than 7 8 | "a the 1 rt 


271 ga 193 pe too pelt {nderd.), Hence ſons 
. Ways more pleaſing to their pride, and more 
; to the corrupt luſts 6f their nature. S0 that ſtriving is 
,,,aot 14 ppoſed to ſeeking, as the ſtrait: gate Jxsus is to 
dale od of ſalvatlon of man 's deviſing. here is an awſul 
ae = 


neat "againkt ſuch, Ta." 45: 9. Wo be to him that ſtriv- 
ein with Kis maker.“ Theſe potſherds of the earth dare contend 
. the ſovereignty of Gpd's wiſdom, power and grace. But 
ere is thy iſto” believer, ' hambly to ſubmit to the wiſdom of 
_ God; 5 earfull 8 accept ſalvation by grace through Jeſus, and 


to "Arive,” 'b er ſtrengthening thee, :-againſt. every 
| enemy that 'oppoleth en hy eng oy the Kingdow "Dy: 45s ſtrait 
ate. 2828 pil QOft þ 


As tertainly as there 15 a devil: an hell; thank will = falſe 9 
earth; ſo long as thou art alive in the body, thou wilt have 


1 


te t Jüfts, carnal reaſon, the working $ of unbelief and 
elfe 8 0 Now al}. cheſe unite 0 len fai 
Koßtef d a te fp W but thy maſter, hol calleth t 


5 and 
to 

60d couraę ge, and ſtrive for th maſtery.” 
[4 ander and wimpobojitinr: Preſs 
7 'Heb: 1244. *4Strivingifor' the faith 
Striving fervently im prayers; Col. 4. 
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a rt thou ſo caſt dan, O my ſoul ? 1 why art 
hou 4 00 areted within me? ? 7h ofthis n Go, for 1-/ball 
yet praiſe Him, who is the 75575 of my eduntentance;” aud 
my God. Pſalm 42. 11. ＋ 81 9404 


We are not to expect the dunſbing, 1 7 2 2 10 rough this 
ale of tears. Comfortable frames 0 IN "i tho h 
ſweet and delightful, are not always 195 8 bie 10 Were 
we always on the mount of Jay, - alas, we: ſhould. ic 3 
| frrangers and-pilgrims on the earth.z, but ſhould be | 
dernacles of reſt in a polluted place; and cry out Eng high 
© favoured: diſciples, It is good for, us to be here; but they. Eng 
not what they! ſaid.” Luke « 9.33 Ita is the glory of a chriſtian to 
le by faith on - Jeſus 3 to Judge of. bis Saviour's 8 loye from the 
word of truth, mote than by ſenſe and feeling z., ne on 
and diſquiet of ſoul, then to hope and truſt in God, to check and 
rebuke ones-ſelf for doubts and diffdence; this 1 is truly he per- 
ciſe of faich,. Faith ſupports the ſoul, and lifts it de the deter- 
mination of carnal reason and the; ſuggeſtions of ſenſe, The be- 
liever ſtands. fleadily by the; word, of. truth, thov; * heavineſs 
for a ſeaſon; being perſuaded that ſhortly he ſhall. TEjoice in and 
praiſe God, even for this gloomy diſpenſation; conclnding from 
the word of grace and God's faithfulneſs, Jehovah Jeſus” is the 
health of my countenance, and my God.) at This * the very 
eſſence of faith. Such the ſweet experience of David, Mark. the 
ftequent declaration, to this purpoſe, in the 42d and 43d Plaſms. 
The Holy Ghoſt hath recorded this for our inſtruction. 
Diſciple, it is well for thee, to learn wiſdom, hereby. T by 
13 * may vary the foundation of God's love ſtandeth fare dis 
5 cannot fail—his word of truth, yea, the oath of Jehoyah, 
eogaged for the ſalvation of all who - have fled to Jeſus for re- 
fuge.” Thou mayeſt meet with many things, from within and 
without, 10 caſt down thy ſoul, to deject and diſquiet thee but 
thou art called to look to Jeſus, not to ſtagger at the Promiſes 
- through: unbelicf; 5 but; like the. father of the faithful, « againſt a 


abe believe; in hope; not to to conſider thine own. cofrupt na- 
2 tare—its/loſtings to evil—its enmity to grace, ſo as to give up, thy 


There is ever cauſe of humility, bur no reaſon. for cating; way 


hope. 
1 thy confidence in jeſus. Though thou ſinkeſt to hell, in, the. 59 of of 
"1; 1920 3 3 the ng, Exc 24 Je 8 91 life and falva 
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Joy, lay an;;embargo on our 
joy, 5 


FEB. 23. < 54 ) 


Vr know when be full appear we ſhall be lite TP; 
et een as be is. 2Jobn 3. . 


144 : 70} 2: $13 5iamor © Nice 


Why: ſhould, tht:Loed; who peel vs all things richly 4 en- 
fully gratifying ourſelves in the uſe 

hem? | Why, are we called to daily mortification: and ſelf- 
denial, 35 to ſenſual objects? Verily, it is all in love to. bur ſouls; 
that Jeſus, and ſpiritual objects, might be more enjoyed: for 
experience proves the life of ſenſe to be oppoſite t6 the life of 


faich. The/ more pleaſure, comſort, and happineſs we enjoy in 


the things, of this life, this tends to make us ſove the world, a 
Joth to leave it; and ſo our affections to Jeſus cool, our e 
after his appearing abate in their fervour, and we loſe our long- 
ings alter the unclonded ſight of him in glory: 80 St. Paul re- 
$5; Ehriſtians of old z 4e Are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 
ow jultly applicable is this interrogation to us alſo? Reflect on 
Ay} folreviving truth, Vet a little while and Jeſys ſhall. appear. 
Sa. ſure as he was once upon earth in our nature, he will appear 


agzin in the ſame human body, exalted and gloriſed. And can 


we know and believe this as aàn undoubted truth, live upon it in 
I, yt without finding a deadneſs to this preſent world, and 
13 Sie” ments? Here we feel fin in our fleſh, pains in our 
ies, afffictions our companions, wanderings and deadneſs in 
trials and temptations of various ſorts, and innumerable 
Toy every „kind doth this ſhort life abound with. But at the 
ppearing = Jelas all will be at an end: for we ſhall be like 
N Our vile bodies ſhall be faſhioned like to his glorious: body. 
Moſt bleſſed fight! moſt defirable fruition! we ſhall ſee out Jeſus 
as he is. — the deſpiſed Nazarene once the devoted victim 
to curſe and wrath: But now the Lord of life and glory; be- 
ſiowing immortality and eternal life upon his dearly-purchaſed, 
blood 1 members. O were our hearts more with Chriſt on 


i 2 ds more with him on kis _—_ by faith, how' would 


„and our 
ec We ae. ja or 
loved x 1 x EY 


aft | 
Pi 430 
oe, Aae ee 85 eg RE Wer: 8 his flee, | al 
The of the place, Our hearts ſhall love a mare. 
Where eſus ſheds the brighteſt beans 


o'erflowi : Kad while our faith this fi 
WP gr 07 + tn hangs 8 8 Y 3. Ry 


| the Man th) exalted Man, 1 with thy fiery chariots Lord, | 
| (ve unſeen adore 3.) bot. | To erk our foul n. ? 
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 Hezekiah humbled himſelf for the pride of bis, heart... A Chron. 
JJ eo eo er | 
. Outward, roſs, abominable fins, felf. righteous” Phatiſes 
cry out againſt, and profeſs to humble themſelves for: but to 
mourn over, and be humbled for heart-ſins, ſpiritual pride; &c. 
is peculiar to gracious ſouls... We read of bee thivgs in the 
word, the moſt oppoſite to each other: Hear, and adore the high 
and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, „humbleth hinifelf'' to 
viſit man. Pſalm. 1 13. 6. Hear; and be aſtoniſfied l. Man oppoſeti 
and exalteth himſelf againſt God.“ 2 Theſſ. 21 4. Pride pro- 
ceedeth, from 3 out of the heart,“ ſaith Jeſus, Mark 7. 97 
This makes us murmur againftthe God of providence; fretful under 
his dipenſacions,- forgertab og his benefits, "ab unthankful' for his 
mercies. 


Pride oppoſerh e rene God of grave)! ne would wy 
the crown of glory from the everlaſting God of love, and place it 
upon the head of that guilty ereature, of a day, mau. It is this that 
ſwellathe haughty! mind with indignation againſt che truths of Jehovah. 
That ſalvation is wholly by grace, free favour, unmerited love, 
unconditional election of God the Father by Jeſus Chriſt, is con- 
trary to the proud: vain thoughts of man; therefore he is againſt it. 


| For this leaves him nothing whereof: to glory in himſelf,” that he 


has done, or can do, to fulfil terms and conditions, w Fw an in- 
tereſt in ſalvation, or procure a title to glory). 

Here God alone is glorifiedChriſt exalted e reigns 
truth: eſtabliſhed: while the podr ſinner's mouth is Eopyed: his 10. 
nour laid in the duſt, and in ſelf-abaſement he humbles himſelf for 
the pride of his heart. So grace triumphs over all the ruin of the 
fall. Thus it affects ſinners when it reacheth ' the heart. Alk 
boaſting is excluded. O- righteous Father! thy will be done,“ 


in ſovereign grace and electing love. Thou haſt a right to da 


what thou vile with thine own. Grace, favour, mercy, faith, 
repetitanice, hope, peace, love, holineſs, heaven, all is thy free 


gift by Jeſus. None hath any elaim on thee; ; guilt has forfeited all. 


But tothe, wretched» and helpleſs thou haſt made thyſelf a debtor 
by free promiſe and ſovereign: proclamation in Chriſt Jeſus. Do I 
ſee this ? is my heart ſoft and yielding to ſubmit to falvation by 
grace only? Wherefore is this to me, while others are blinded to 
the truth, and their hearts. hardened againſt ic? The work is thing; 
all the glory, all is due to thee alone; for 66 even 05 ri teons Fa- 
ther, it ſeemed good in thy ſig ht. 
„ Sech are the ſentiments of gracious bombe Bol to fu Ye 
giveth.more grace. For God reſiſteth the proud, {who'oppoſe. 
we Father's. electing love, and the righteouſneſs of his Son}, 
but giveth grace to the humble,” [whoſe hope is not in himſelf, but 
in the Lord his God]. © Humble yourſelves therefore under the 


| mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time. 2 Pers. 6. 
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great multitude; for the 
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avid 9 tai ali ed me, cut of tht aw 
off 2 i on the þ Pans of the begr, be ail r me out of. 
rhe'ha nd Helle, PY 922 1 Sam. 17. 37: * 


en or 
ces. As ſuch ſhe diſplays ber dignity, by diſdaining to c 
. the King of Tring . | "When? hee calls in . | 
ſon and reflection upon — een i is to 5 the glory 
y Lord: E 
. 0 — = at Was 
the gigantie ſize, the formidable apf arance. and the Tordly 
cthreatmngs- of his Philiſtine a mt? To the eye of bis faith, © 
all was mean and contemptible ; ot he ſaw him that Was inviſible; 
andhe'fixed- hib confidence on the invincible power of the Omni- 
potentz*notsconfidering bimſelf, . but he was ſtrong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might.” He had ſweer experience of the 


Farrn, by ancient writers, has been ita be- 


| P his Lord: . To him that believeth all things are poſſible.“ 


mop ay He had ſeen the power of the Lord in delivering him 
rom the ſlerceneſs of a lion; and from the ſtrength of a bear; and 
"fays;*not with a perhaps or à peradventure, hut abſo- 
1 in full confidence of faith, The Lord hath delivered, and 
he will deliver.“ And the hiſtory! Fully aſſures ue, 0 According to 
his faith, ſo it was. 1 
No.] e Whatſoever things were written arti, were Written 
for our learning.“ Rom. 1 - Here is a leſſon of InfiruRioh, 1 
from which diſciples of jeſus may learn the doctrine of felf-deſpair. 
Thine enemies are fierce as, lions, ſtrong as bears, potent and for- 


midable as Goliath of Gath. To know thou haſt neither might 


ers. and to deſpair of victory from thyſelf, is thy wiſdom. 
This humbling leſſon proud nature is averſe to; but it is profitable 
to the ſpirit. By faith we glory in the Lord and him only. Canſt 
thou look back to paſt experience of his grace and. power 7 Can 
I call to mind, chat in ſuch danger the Lord appeared, as my deliver * 
er; at ſuch a time I fweetly experienced the Lords Power, 2 and 
triumphed over mine enemies; therefore I will truſt in the Lord, and 
not be afraid Paſt ex experiences encourage Future hopes...” A . 
friend is a ſure friend. To forget paſt mercies is ung . 9 5 n 
tory God's former dealings with our ſouls in oBlivion, . is. d 
nourablexo our Saviour.” Not to confider Jefis'as' the e on) 
andlive -gpon; him day by day in the exertiſe of faich, is to 1 
low our privile ege. Never arraign his lobe, . becauſe; he ſoffe Ef: 
thine enemies to put on a dreadful form, "and Attack thee with . 
faith into exerciſe, -that thy Toul- may 
ave-large experience of bis love and deliverance. "This, faith the 

5 00; Be nöt afraid or Uiſthaye c of this 
OY yours! 7 Chron.” 
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© Behold'I come ar A thief.” 8 - Br We ; OY 
and keepeth his garments, Tet. be we alk naked;.. and. they. 
fee. bis ſhame, Rev. 10.1 5. ren el ere | * oral 1 8 


rtr nnd 154 cp: | A Nang 
Vain confidence begets {ſpiritual floth. Sonntag. principles 
harden the heart in Gn, deaten the.car.to..the.calls.of-gtace, and 
cauſe the tongue to pronounce... evangelical .excitements-: to 
xe and obede a eel: het the ſaith of Jeſus enlivens to duty , 
nd.inſpires che ol ah 9s ly jealouſy and holy watchfu 
80 — of eſus are bleſſed. Bleſſed bieden een 
bleſſings, And they enjoy a ſect ſenſe of bleſledneks i hp: 
bim. : Behold I come,” y foto the head. In che fach of b, : 
enable me, Lord, to w; 2 wag alway, faith. every living member. 
We know but in here are inſinitely greater bleſſings to be 
found. in Jeſus. — of his „ love — more of his 
image greater conformity to, and likeneſe of him. For this we 
are called to watch, and wait, and pray continually, leſt: we loſe. 
the garments of truth, the clothing of humility, the adorning of 
the goſpel, and forrow,. qvertake us, and ſhame cover us. 80 
alſo againſt the deſperate wickedneſs of our nature, the-deviees.of 
ſatan, and the deceits of an enſnaring world. - None: fully:kenow 
the dangers to: which. they are expoſed, and how dreadfully they 


may be ſuffered to fall. Moſt true, Jeſus both can, and will 


all his by his power through faith. unto falvation. But ĩt is 
5 wi [t have ſad evidence of thy intereſt in him, and —— 
is ER for thy ſupport, while his word is not wear 
Comfort and peace of foul are enjoyed in the way of cir- 
cumſpection and, ma watchfulneſs, care and diligence, ſtudying to 
approve ourſe 7 a8 God's children, hy a holy walk — 
conyerſation.' ” ful Inſtances are frequent pong hg rof many poor 
ſouls,  *who did run well for a ſeaſon; but ones hath hindred. 
ey have forſaken the precious truths of Jeſus, the world has en - 
flaved them, and their converſation-garments are defiled. . 
and e fins, Their minds appear deſtitute of faith, E 
and, holineſs and their ſhame is ſeen. and manifeſt... A ſtate, hom 
depl orable ! o much. to be dreaded! Serious thoughts. are terrł- 
ing —ſelf: examination they, fly from. the view of death; fille 
them with horror an appearing forſaken Jeſus they.dread-7 
he will « come, Every eye muſt ſee him. Though asa thiek, ſudden. 
ly ; yet to his faithful-ones not dreadfully, to rob and denn, 
them ; but to gather his members together, that they may be oer 
one with bim. And now, little children, abide in him that 
when he ſhall appear w e may have confidence, and not be aſhamed 
before ING ent- þ E bob a ke 


„ S 
— 3h © 1 N *, £3 ++ : * 


ef þ 
179 


Vi we ibn tell Wu of « 


_ unbelſef. Pretfulneſt affteth from pride. 
enn ü de make thee holy, 


Fg. 27. (0.58) 
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For this thing e the Lord ue, that i it 
might Nat fron 465 or. 12, 8 


e - Dy e en e 
Our Saviour repreſents God's own ele& as crying 5 and night 
to him. Like” 18.7. Sore' temptations, 1 ene M 'fatan's 
alarly felt by chem. Their cryin under them 
tual Mes- chlir crying to God only, is an 'evi- 


[chi e the faith 6 God's ele kau cheit intfeäties woe Mckvefed 


Sem chem, Rewe the FaRified holy diſpofition df their fouls. 
This the Lord draws out. inte exerciſe the graces of his children. 
yer are ever 8 thein—his bars open te their Prayers —and 
"oleh — * power gad prac ſaficient wo deliver them. But * he 
ever 7 ho make haſte.” We wruſt 00 5 Lorcks 
n in hope. His time is beſt. It as God's 
trials and temptations.” After we 
this; e Have meet of patiences” we Huſt wait for 
e 7 % 80 It RY 7 
ml prayed 45 Kill the OY were continu- 
2s WAP War — Ke is Wal diſtreſſed · the enemy triumph- 
5 —the Lord making a though Ke heard me Wop efron and pa- 
dener mut gb hand in Hand. Marmurin offipring of 
ie Wande at the 
feet of Jekis is dur witlon. ee choughts of the Savi- 
power do make thee happy; 
— and ſat, Ne wiweloome' viſitors; ily trade, wm 
| — — attack from diſerent qu „and Teet 
| "thee in thought, word or action. : 


hive done 
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eee feſve will cover tete 
6 In dee as we halt rep 


7 Baie 
neee, 


50 are of vn e mem 
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would ever Ma the eyes, and harden the heart Hg ſt Jeſus 
1 


Fn, 28. 


C 59 Y 
1 Fiſus Ja unto y By Veil If ſoy mts e v. 


day thou ſhalt be with me in parad! iſe. Luke 24. 4 3- 


' Unbelief, how great its power! bow ſtrong its influence? 4 


The grace; be ſhall divide the ſpoil with the ſtron ng” = 
he {rakes prediction is here clearly fulfil The. ſave. 
reignty of orcs. is fully diſplayed. ; Our Lord's. own. . paring 
4% One ſhall: taken, the other left, Matt, 24.49 e 
verified in theſe; two thieves. . Pride is. the companion 1915 une 

is keeps, men in e en will. not. { they 
boy to God's 5 555 this! is a 1 1 15 


bent na ew is alte to be a and goa 55. 1. — ales | 
© Ih Tr Tn hp 5 


two companings | in fin, ch deb. dla 18995 Mig 7 to. 55 r? | 


ful work, “And it is Werfel in dur eyes. How Ee 147 
power bow 42 its race! in one. ee a railer N ny i 


9 ee e died and made meet Jer Yo 

hell-deſervin g—to-day i in paradife. . us this ear po 1. 

his pa unto ae and made e confeſſion with his out] 
vation. —_ 

| at hath grace done! what 18:1 it not Sole to effec? Sweetel 

lere giv vileſt of fipners, to look to Jeſus :. fs 

aflurance for A e believers to. abid 


34 


remember n 155 5 $ from wee in the heart of his 1 


| -\ on kth, 0 a cfown in glory. The oft. mile e er, 
e pol L's 12 perſon EE in 5 to Hh to Tek for. 
or ral of Chrilt for ſalvation. This is all. our. 
at 5 the W N f Jeſus we live. Ky Art 
at enables the ſoul to & fl. on Jeſus on N Pace it to 


eſus in likeneſs and love; and fanctiffes it thaough.the, faith of 
Jeſus, and: it 0 meet for the heavenly inkericauce:with-the 
| ET Col. 1. 12, | 
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That be ſhould give eternal life to as many as . FE 
giver bis." John 19. LOO OTE ee 
Dan or, ar ection of God les truth, is natural to 


us all. Hence ſome ha have ſaid, The. ion of nature is the 
religion of ag * for * ques a l pride, and indepen- 


t reconcile it to thessttrihutes and 
the ; Very, wee e many hrofeſ 


| aVnor i] liggation, the, ſcripture, rines 

"Got ev 5 . election, ang, predeſ- 
du of ew 6 3 
e For (hes fi Fore „an ws 0 TT 


$3: 4 88 2 ty 5 $3*{$ A ras 50 be it in. 95 These our 


; 1 as ho 8 e on by 121 ry GOO AT | 
poten of iy 8 


oP 58 7 5 herd F 5 the wang how « the Father 


e reward. atk is IS and lan "They 
Heiice ue glories of them 
the Lor a given x 
ed by 


0 "ds 5 of Precious th. 
Tit. Me eas: 


141 Holt 


N of | 1 80 phy hue: 5 hor a1. Rx n full of 
Fo " and ſweetneſs, well worthy. the conſtant, ;ſtody,;of, every 
_ chriſtian, is the 1 76h, article of 927 church of, Fpgland. Our 
pou ous re mers thi, 0 ak, P 25 le N to, life is the ever- 

purpoſe of G 3 5 hereb 55 (before the Ja tions of, the 
world Were lach. be dach i d ns 08 Ke. 


ecreed by, his 
Hath' Wt cru in he 15 25 n N70 0 e h a 


ret 0 us, to deliver 1 1 curſe and damwation thoſe 


9 by his Spirit . 

mrougr . Veg ku calling-+they.: be. 422 

if ſons of God by. adoptign-rmade like che 
brif, they walk religiouſly, in, good works, and 


ey, they attain everlaſting « Hold 
| fat the form of ſound words.” 2 Tim. 8 51 9 


% 


chaſte harlot. 


ſuch awful delufion ; but what 


beareſt a noble teſtimony to the honour of Jeſus, to t lor 
God, and to the Rats 


RS 2. 1 Rozall 


({ 61 | 
7 Nos N WED 8 Y in Ws! WS W AY 3% 18 I'Þ 
Therefore all things whatſoeyer you "world (that men 
ſhould. da ante gon, de Haft ccrn ſo 40-them = is 
tbe lam au the prophets.” Mat. 7. 1 eck ds s ap 


s Zoe" 11: o 10 018124 
-113q 9001 DAS . 110 1 SUSE 8 5s“! 8 4835 LN 8 


WY is thebobbetvatich ' cr the Hearhens," did If e was to 
ge in hon form, men would be enamouted with her es 
2 But, alas 1. this bas been probec to be an idle Ipeculation; 
that glorious: man Jeſus; in whom” every. virtue Entered, and 
who ' was dortied” with "every" grace; Who, went about 
doing good, and taught a8 never man taught, vet w as he 
ſpiſed and rege of men” © Blindneſs of mind 3 a rl. bord bn. 


To ſee ferm and comelineſs in Jeſus, is peculi ar” to enligheaed 


ſouls. To bear, love and obey the holy ' precepts. he. * ht, 
ariſeth from a renewed heart. logic aud good works are at. ihe 
tongue's end of every man. The maſt «mmoral, and Profligate 
are ever ready to applaud, to boat of, and t to [truſt'ir in even what 


they never practiſe. 

It is the chriſtian's ere wer 90 is not oily delivered from 

at Jeſus taught outwardly, i in yord, 

is wrote inwardly i in' his heart by tlie Pen of the Spirit. There- 
fore obedience is delightful from inward” principles. "Though he 
is not called to merit the loye of God by bis moral obedience, 
yet love is The ſweet conſtraining principle to moral obſeryances. 
So that Love is the fulfilling of the whole law.“ As © whatever | is 
not of faith is ſin?ꝰ So whatever proceeds not from love, is contrar 
to holineſs. An immoral chriſtian i is as inconſiſtent a character, as a 
Heathens might talk of this golden rule the law 
may command it the prophets may inſtruct in the nature of it 
natural men may pretend to and admire it; but heavenly- taught 


| believing ſouls only are enabled to love it in the ſpirit of their minds, 


eu to N it in their life and practice. 

Vierily, diſeiple, though Jeſus gave no laws, by the falling of 
whithe 108 ſhouldſt brit a title to eternal life; yet he, who Fol 
filed all” righteouſneſs for thy ſalvation, calls thee to love and 
obey his preceptz. The e precepts of Jeſus are ag much en- 
Joined by him, as when he, ſays, Come unto me, all that are 
heavy laden, and I will refreſh you.” In obeying this thou -hnde 
comfort to thy ſoul: In obſerving the golden rule of morality, thi 


good of th fellow-creatures. It. | 
ware, leſt Jeſus . is wounded in the houſe of his fr 
the way of truth be evil ſpoken of thro gh, 4 con ntral 

66; For: faith Jeſus, Ye are my e i ye 6 do of I 
"mand you. John 15. 515 
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Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that ave may ob- 
lain mercy, and find grace to help in every fr of need. Heb. pug? 6. 


Very few, comparatively, of the ſubj ts of 2 an earthly monarch, 
are permitted free acceſs to majeſty. This is too 815 an ' honour 
to be made common. Kings courts are 9 5 the noble and emi- 
nent in birth and fortune. The poor and deſtitute, the miſerable 
and diſtreſſed have no admiſſion to the throne. of earthly kings. 
But ye pour diſtreſſed ſubjects of Jeſus, the King of kings, 
it is not r with you. Your King, though ever on a; throne, | 
where majeſty. and glory ſhine with the bri heeft © luſtre, yet, 

race, mercy, and kindneſs are freely Apen to peedy ſouls. 

Tither you are invited to come; yea more, to come boldly,” Why? 
fe you are” ©, rich, and increaſed in goo dods, and bave need of 

* Nay, but becauſe your King knows you are“ poor and 
= blind and naked creatures in yourſelves” day after day: 
Nene prefent to your King to procure, his favour—nothing 
10 bring el deſerves His acceptance of you. But he loves 

your perſons, 155 has. riches. for your poverty, eye-ſalve for 
your b blindneſs, garment for” rg nakedneſs, à robe for 
rags, and 3 75 your mi 

The 1 with his blood, 0 High-Priaft with his 
3 incenſe, always intercedes. There can be no period 
of your" life but whikt is a time of need. Who has ob- 
tained all” the mercy? Who bas found all the grace, which 
ver. = cn we from this throne? Thou art ſtill a ſinner, and 

25 and grace; thou haſt ſtill need of both, and as 

thou gry want of mercy, * need of grace, hither thou 
always fep ir with boldneſs; here thou oF ever expect 

a 2 5 fapply. For God the Father is the fountain of grace and 
mercy., Jef us, the. Saviour, the treaſurer, *« all fulneſs of grace 
dwells in him.” „ The Spirit, the comforter, is the diſpenſer of 
mercy and * Why then, O ſoul, that backwardneſs, that 
ſhyneſs, which too, too often hangs upon thee? What ek 
ſo 0 great? what encouragement ſo rong ? 5 

Come withboldueſs,” yet conlißtent with awe and reverence 
neſs of faith, which is grounded on ſomethin without a man, on, 
nothing In him; not on 275 fervent heart ot lows th, the, bleeding 
heart of repentance the active life of obe the f uffering 
mind of pati ience; but faith fixes on Jeſus, 5 heb xliever . 
with att 2 — ty heart and hand to be filled with. the free 2 of 

3 boldneſs of ſpeech” 10, Jeſus _ as bis friend and b r0- 

775 Ee 1 0 n his complaints into his loving bers and bug 
e. him; his forraws. ' Sweetelt encourageme of Tan = 
friend. lers ! << Come unto me, all.) ye. that der ur 2 = 
Heavy2ladeh, (ok bleſſed promi !) ang. 1 "will Bis you reſt,” 


Matt. 11. 28. 


braces; for where 


Ius, our Saviour, our ſalvation. 


5 


MaRen 4. ( 63) 


Unto you that believe be is precious. £ Pet. 2.7. wy 


We are loved with yescI0v3.40vs 3. redeemed by rg οs 
BLOOD j comforted by eaecious PROMISES; Jultified by Es- 


by union with a _rREcIovs Jeſus, Surely then, “to them that 
believe he is e oo tithe an ard bi>itth fra 
Say, ye ſons. and daughters of poverty and aflliftion,,.is not this 
a time when friends grow cool and deſert. you? But in fach 3 


| ſeaſby, did vou find one friend who viſited, you. in your. difireks 


who was heh faying kind chings to you? and ever. doing all 
ſible good. for you, when in priſon be ſought. you, out, and 


tet you at. libert ; when ſick he was your. phyſician and healed 


you; when naked he clothed you; when in abject poverty: he made 
you rich ; thus was always pleaſed when he could make you. cafy 
and happy: Say, is not this a friend of ten thogſand;. a friend who 
ſticketh cloſer than a brother? Is not ſuch a one precious iadeed? 


This, and infinitely more than all. this, hath. Jeſus, done or 


a poor wretched race of ſinners. Therefore he is indeed 10 them 
precious Friend, who loveth at all times; the precious hra. 
ther who is. born for adverſity. Prov, 17.17. , © Jeſus Chriſt is 
the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and forever.” Pen et30” wins.t 


hath done yeſterday—ſhed his blood for the guilty—wrought ont 
a righteouſneſs to clothe the naked foul, to-day he is pleading 
our cauſe before the throne, where © he ever lives to ſave to the 
uttermoſt all them that come unto, God by him.“ Heb. 5. 25, 
He is making loye viſits, ſending kind tokens, refreſhing amani- 
feſtations of his fayour, cauſing poor hearts to rejoice: in him, 
filling them with peace and comfort through him: Ineſtimably 
precious in what he is doing, and in what he will do. For Jeſus 
will never leave his members till he has brought them ſafe throagh 
a wicked world, given them the victory over all fin, ſatan and 
death ; and lodge 1 7 precious ſouls in the arms of his em- 
the loving Saviour. O who can ſay how. infinitely precious Jeſus 
is to the faints above! This we maſt. die to know but now we 


but ia part, and can ſpeak but in part; yet What we do 


ſce and know is by faith, and we can ſay, , he is precious indeed.” 
However diſtreſſing our circumſtances. to ſenſe and feeling, yer 


urge. Keck us, his heart of love is towards us, he is Immaunal, 


our burden? He is our mighty deliverer. Doth the law accuſe 
and condemn us? He is THE LORD OUR RIGHTBOUSNE$8».: Do 


luſt and corruption rebel .againft ys? He is, our ſanctihcation- 


Do the world, tia. and fatan threaten our deſtruction? He in 


9 N 
p  » * 

- - 
4 * 


crous FAITH: Yea, righteouſneſs, holineſs, . heaven, we have 


am there ſhall all my ſervants be,” faith _ 
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" Who hath ſaved us, and called us with a holy calling 

2 Tim. 1. 9. 4 G2H Nd wegnns 
© Such as our natural + iow of fn-anlf er” are, ſuch is our 
ggment. of; ſalvation and: deliveranceic: Ih our fallen ftate/we 
(ee only. — x phe A FINS os 

; root from henee pring:: Hende poor 

nk ne.great.and.. dificalt:miatier::to! he: ſavecl a. nipecially if 
ey. have ſome ſpecious ae, ahd external adorbingivof »ſobri- 
— religion. Happy ſouk, hui bàve eſcaped 
is dangerous rock of pride and ;{d}fedeceit-!; for when the ſcales 
FY from? the kyes, -apd;;4be veil of anbelicfis taken 


Ignorance 
oft:the hearts hben he true light-fhineth in the md, uand the 


Purity... and ſpigiwality. of -Gog's boly law is made manifeſt in 
be chnſcienge the ſigner. fees; his ate: truly e Sin ap- 
s exceeding finful ; juſtly deſerved hell and wrath is qmoft 
— ucerly 
e nd periſh..for: any thing he is able to do to 
; God be mexciſul to me a ſinnerꝰ is the cry of 
s-h Nee 
$3 Eo eyes of -the blind ſhall ſee out of obſcurity, 
h the Lor 29. 18 he bock of God's eternal counſel 
al be Ge bis purpoſt and deere of fal vation ſhall be 
ane brown. by his revealed. truth to the heart the joyful ſound 
el Kalration by Jeſus. ſball be heard in the ſoul—and the poor 
finner- (hall. ſee Chriſt's finiſhed: work as- his only hape; for love 


preſided in the counſel; and grace ſhall reigu to faly alvation. The 


Sal trumpet ſounds reconciliation to finmers3 Halvation for loſt 
Tbeir good works produced it pot; their ſins, however 


. numerous 2 reat, ſhall not deprive them of it. We are 


ee ſaved, and then called to know it, and glorify! God for: it. 
Wben called with an effectual calling to Jeſus, by the wand 
we: of the Spirit. we poſſeſs and enjoy hope in God, auc com- 
fort from him. Effects prove their cauſe. It is not/a:bold;i;conk- 
dent aſſoranee, I, am elected: I knowmꝗ my ſins are pardened 
that is of the very effence of goſpel faith; or Hthüd applies: the 
comforts-of goſpel ſalvation. to the ſoul g but eletion toi:ſalvation 
is made 5 by ia holy calling. Fauldid net only:con- 
fideptly, aſfert be was an apaſile a but, Kue „truly the 
figns of an apoſtle were wrought among yo.. Cor, . L And 
eily, diſaple,. if thou art ſayed in purpoſe: and; decres from 


| — redeemed by Jeſus in time, effectualvoeatian da the;hon- 


ſequence ; —— thou art called to the knowledge of a holy Sa- 


viour en, oye peed art a ed 4 11 datare, and 885 

* ſhewithy faith by 75 75 9 inward ot 
” 5 San ee Wil 6 

Joy Wat thelineſs 


Lord.” Heb, 1 . 
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AND 


ST 


A. 05 ce Kall ben Beer in tbe Horn 8. Oed; 
the morning will I direct % e unto a Peper 4 ext 85 will 
look up. Pfalm 5. 3. 9 5 


RE 321 I, 07 — 821 | 

live, ov Habe our BE} chedefore 
all ol Ae kes ti name of the 
11 5 11 Tom: ih and reaſon; is 
itmable "Hiefſing; by the'children 
| be Spiel of race ajie 151 ication, 
Kin with they lege in 

7 $ J —_ 58 7 5 16 5 al og hh exp 
F ommun wit — 4 
— N they wt for Rog 5 And 
on the confidence th we have in 1 2 * if we aſk/any thing 

according to his w Alert . i e 
1 79 forms, 7 he” e "iſt emplc oy "of Dries heart : he 


as his eyes were favoured with 


the morni t he 2A thera to look uf unto the Lord. 
5 —— 8 4 992 ted üp in filent ſle 7 ſirſt ſound 
of his voice h th in addreſs to his God. y is this holy 


9 Fin : 5 | JR it was written oy our inſtruc- 


— have ene on our Fate | Wielt to — and 


3 = oy beſt Fri end bk Baut Let it is a 3 truth; 


Ea * have many * corruption, 


r 


= ee e bt the . 8 184 np Sp neg- 
Ifchine Gütward walk is à teproach nt thee, 
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But ye have not ſo learned Chriſt ; if ſo be that ye babe 
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is in Teſus- bo gong 4. 28, 217 78.4 - 
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er hearing the Sar ours voice to Ou ſouls: 
det the gutward miniftry, igwardly to liften'to the teachings of his 
Eord,- ſhould. 25 re chrillian's concern.” Many cry, O what 
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taughe me better. Why 25 5 fon ain EN 


of his croſs. W "Park he inftry 


5 of his fal- 


vation? Why hath he made 190 to m he dene e unſcarch- 


able riches: of his. grace; redemption in'h in his 5100 l eneſs of 
ſin; acceptance with God, and peace* aid Tove From fim Do I 
poſſeſs „n good hope through grace,” that as'verily w] ſas wc ef 


_ prays: for me, fo I ſhall ſhortly be where he is? 


. walk in the vanity of, my mind? ? can I Far ile en e 
teeth ſet o fed h 


grapes of corrupt human ſyſtems? Canſt thou ever think, 


diſciple, that the liberty of the Spirit tends to licemtiouſneſs of 
-*the fleſh, or that grace makes ſin 108 

and obedient life doth not flow from thé Gbctrines and achings 
of our Saviour > Surely, thou muſt * know, that as" the work © of 
5 Jeſus? life and death was to juſtify ſinners, ſo the teachin "of - his 
Spirit i is to fanctify them; Ad ſurely if this is done in rdly on 
thy ſoul; it will be evidenced outwardly i in thy life, in ſeparating 
..ones-felf-(as à holy. veſſel, meet for the m 
ſuality and uncleanneſs ; i 2 6 5 off the old man With his 
deeds, and in e 997 20 and Saviour, not in the oldneſs 
8 e new 
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ant! finful gratifications, into Abraham's bod of Heavenly 
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| iffAntibaye therefare received Chriſt, Jeſus the Lord,, 10 


MAxch 17. (. 70") TY 
1712 e ts . commandments ye ſhall abide in my Tove : 


evi 2s I bo? Kept "my" Father's commanidmen 10 "and 2 


Aide i in his love.” John 15. 10. e $96 


ee it. in. 5 ee FRE us LET: ming our 

e — 85 and 
liti ions, which, we 
5 e 


57 
0 only ca 
b 19 look ff or 
ae ay aj? ae EY 9 faith of or l W. and 
8 We ſhall paxtak &;; of of f vation with ZE glory: 
ſor ha who; never. ſpoke ane word. i in.yain 19 — eres f al 
bis members. $*A5; the: Father hach loy me, have I Tore 
* 7e. n te 1 


og, ; . * e Ta, 
oy a hip and meer Chriſ 


e 


Je K ny * ee di 11 5 ra Eng a. ls 


Aare gver-abode.ie his Facher's love : this he. ogy! by 
15 Lorle of obedience he received this teſtimon By, from ahe 5 | 


am we ell. 3 
Abraham! * pit men's witneſs | borne. him 5 5 T. 
E ow I know. thou fearęſt God.“ And alſo a, repetition, of the 
grand: premiſe Fes. him. YON the obedience of his faith. 
Gen. 221 5-13, 

380 alſo: {hall: diſciples. find *  teſlimony of the comforting Wh, 
initbe: way of keeping. the commandments of Jeſus... Though not 


For, yet ix keepin thy commandments there is great re- 


Ward. Fam 19. 11. This David well kne oY. oy happy, ex- 
1 cliexe | 


Tano 4 24 
: Farrh.and Lovz are the: commandments of. eh 55 10 beli 
ins rely upon, confide 1955 truſt. 15 27 fe A to 
our. this 3s 80 honour h bim to loye God, and ee 1 71 67 25 
this children, i is thetrue badge of. the 5 


Love: 0 Jeſus: ide, oy Our. hearts, ſo much the more 


Lanſolstipn, and, joy be increaſed in gur 5 5 


Huy deem this legality ? May the od ll our hearts 
wy ach, legality day 7 5 ! fo. ſhal 1 e be truly evan led. 
ye in 

and built up in him, : and ſtabliſhed in the faith, as ye 
| have been taught, abpending therein with thankſgiving,” Col. 2. 677. 


85 


les of the Jong Gr; ; 
this is to hey bi The more LOVING, d W 


5 and . "WY 1 p—_ 4 


Make 12. i 11 MAN 


. » The King's daughter is all glorious xwithin; ber cloth 
ing is of wrought gold. Pſalm 45.13. 


IIS, 
Thus Jehovah, the ſovereign Lord of all, who - calleth things 
that be not, as though they were, Rom. 4. 17. ſpeaketh by bis 
Spirit of his church. By the pen of the royal prophet, the Lord 
deſetibes toy beauty and glory of all her membeis. 'Thas they 
ate viewe 


. » {4 I 


will be the glory in the midſt of ber. He ther töncheth oh. 


toucheth the apple of his eye. Zech02/5g77875 37312) od ave, 


Maxcn 13. 4 72 


Again be 3 4 cerlai 0 ie dae if | 


ye will hear bis vaice. Heb: 4. 7. 


No marvel, that among other devices af Has, to > difvoſs fo. 
dad cauie> them to deſpair of God's mievties is | Chrift Jeſus, he 
— * Yaup day of grase is aft the ime ol your viſita- 
is ended. Hente many paor bujs have bren drove” to the 
u end. And have not forme Honey began h 60, who have in- 
croaſed ſuch perſons fears,” by in a very un uarded and 
unſcripturałtmaner on this a Aut pores Fog are thapfttts of human 
ſyſtems, and free-wilt notions, with thejv affers of grace;' their prot- 
— merey. I heard one declare; This is the faſt after, if it 
ia npt vo accepted, eternal damagtion will be the inevitable 
„ as though. thus praaching bell and damnation would 
male cotterts to Jeſas. From fach harſh, un warragtahle declara- 


1 


tions, theſe unſeripturul concluſſons hive been drawn by nonr ſan- 


fible ſinners, that they have withſtand the offers af mercy, and 


| their day of grace is for ever ended; © and that den 3s 1 place 


for repentance, though they ſtek it carefully with tears.” 

- Moſt —_— thous ws Go Wees moſt Sangean 
thoughrs of the moſt precious ver Was nſible ſinner 
half ſo willing e be ſaved from wrath, berg to ſuſfer 
wrath for ſinners. Never was any weezy, heavy-laden ſinner, halt 
ſo willing tp come to Ggd by Chriſt, as God is to receive him. 
« The Lord is long-ſufferiog, not willing chat any ſhould periſh, but 
chat all ſhould'come to repentance/” 2 Pet. 3. 9. Therefore he hath 
limited a certain eee day of goſpel:light and falvation. 
— 1 to pager finners. In the day of his 


a be willing to ſubmit to Jeſus Dlacd and 
Tina (s; to come 1 his feet; claim him as their King, and 
ſubmit to his laws and government. His voice of grace is firſt 


heard in his werd: when that is believed in che heart, his voice 
of love is hrard in the foul. While thegoſpel:ſannd' is proclaimed, 
(Bots arms, and God's heart are open to e his word aſſures, 
vi che olect haue ohtained, and the xeſt were blinded 7? Nom. 11. 7. 
But uche blinds them? Not the God of ide. Ne: the god of 
this world blinds the eyes of 'thaſsithat believe not.” E Cor. 4. 4- 
Who hardens them? Not a God of grace; & hut their hearts are 
hardened chrough the deceivfulnes of an. O! if any yoor r fin- 

ven s hear üs delt and yielding to Jekus* love and falvation ; © This 
4s the Lorcks doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.“ | 


mach He "waited: to be gracious..to thee! Remember thy paſt con- 


duct with ſhame—rhink an chy preſent fate with gratitude to the 
Lord Looc forward with joyful hope—-be concerned * to walk 
worthy of the vocation w herowich thay art called.“ Eph. 4. 1. 
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ples petitian, Lord, increale. our faith,” is daily.,needful:c 
1s it well with, the ſoul, when it is enabled to make this 
appeal to its, Saviour, : Thou kuoweſt er J long 


wait for, even the ſpirisual bleſings af thy . 


inwardly. transformed into thine image ip be mor 
dient to thy will—and. to. obtain a "more comple. 
worſt foes, fin, ſatan, and the world. 


oer WH 


God by Jeſus Chriſt, gn nd; chat 1 den ag 
that del in him, and the, 1 49 
erefore God alone is his hope. His hope is N in _— 


Verily, the heaveyly-inftruRted, ſoul knows: that. TS 28 BY 1 


his feelings, his comforts, but in the. God of all agen by gr 1 


ams, but in the fountain not in what he eceiyed, but i * 

the infinite fulnel, Which iz treaſured up in Jeſs or the.neec 48 
Thou man of God, conſult not thy carnal reaſon ; CC 

thy body, which, is dead becauſe of ſin: But. Ng end 2 

rit is life becauſe. of righteouſneſs. Thon 2 ly. Rec 

through the fleſh, yet grace reigys3 and thro 


baſt innumerable great and preciqus promiſ 
Wok of eciqu IE 


of thing heart, to e aud. ſtrengthen 


beſieve ; greater is Jeſus than all thine. enemies, 4. agg 111 
fer i Jew ls li Vexil 74. 2 


Jl is the ;ptyedt of faith, od. he anchor of hope is 
de el Sharon hall ily and. e e 


Hence the. di Is.” 
Then 


not be Aiſappgi ted af thy hope, ſccing it is in the Lo 5 


walk in thee, to make theg go oY en e cnc the We. A 
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Neither pray 1 for theſe alone, but for them-alſo that 


Hall believe in me through their word. John 18. 0. 


What a rich fund of comfort is here for every believer in the 
Lamb! bis loving heart was not contrafted, nor his eyes of com- 
daffion confined to the little flock now with him; but he looked 
Forward in love, his bowels of tender mercy yearned over, and his 
innocent tongue pleads in behalf of all the tender Lambs of his 
flock, through all ſucceeding ages, in every period of time. Yea, 
ere they had a being in the World, or faith in their hearts, they 
had an intereſt in Jeſus? prayers, for they were given to him by 


the Father. Methinks one may hear ſome poor doubting mem- 


ber of Jeſus ſaying, Ah, if I was but ſure my worthleſs name 
was Written in the Lamb's book of life—if I could but know his 
heart of lobe was towards poor finful me that J was included in 
the happy catalogue of thoſe Jeſus prayed for— O how happy, 
how joy ful ſhoald'l be?” Here thy Lord has anſwered thy requeſt. 
Read it for the joy of thy heart, and for the eſtabliſhing thy foul 
in faith and love. Haſt thou heard the apoſtolic truth, SaLvaTiON 
BY JesUs CHRTs TF Doft thou believe in Jeſus Chriſt? If ſo, ve- 
rily thou haſt as much reaſon to conclude, Jeſus 8 for thee, 
as though thy name was wrote at full length in chis very pe- 
tition. Jeſus prays for © all them that ſhall believe in him through 
MINE. to 4735; 500371059 57 65 br þ. 111 

_ The whole of falvation is ſure to all believers, even the weakeſt 
of all, from the covenant, from Jeſus, from the Spirit, and from 
the oath and promiſes of God. 2 there is a ſea of corrup- 
tion and fin in thy nature, a world of temptation around thee, 
legions of devils in battle. array againſt thy poor ſoul; yet if thou 
haſt the faith of God's elect in thine heart, be it ever ſo weak, 
thou art poſſeſſed of a precious jewel, which is the ineſtimable 
gift of God's —_ Spirit. And verily, as ſure as Jeſus prayed this 
Prayer unto his Father on earth, fo certainly ſhalt thou be brought 
to glory, to aſcribe ſalvation to God and the Lamb, through the 
happ „happy ages of a never-ending eternity. For ſo is the righ- 
| teous challenge of our Saviour, Father, I Will that they alſo, 
whom thou haſt giyen me, be with me where I am; that they 


may behold my glory.“ ver. 24. 


He Hes! he lives! and fits above, Faith has an oyercoring pow'r, 
For ever interceding there,; It triumphs in the dying hour; 
Who ſhall divide us from Chrift's love, Chriſt is our life, our joy, our hope, 
Or what ſhould tempt us to deſpair? Nor can we ſink with ſuch a prop. 
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precious name JESUS the Saviour. 


Marcn 16. ( 75 ) 


1 will lift up mine eyes to the bills, from whence 


rometh 1 belp. Pſalm 121. 1. 


The = comforting ſubje& t. to a ſpiritual mind; the moſt de- 
lightful object to a ſpiritual eye, is God in Chriſt, reconciling 
the world unto bimſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them.” 
The hills afford us a pleaſing idea of Jeſus. As they are elevated 
parts of the ſame earth with the loweſt valley; ſo Jeſus . made 
himſelf of no reputation; was found in faſhion as a man; took on 
him the ſame nature, and was in all things like unto his brethren, 
ſin only excepted,” Wherefore . God hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name above every name;” Phil. 2. 9. even the - 
We can never dwell too 
much upon the human form, and humble appearance of Jeſus, 
while we entertain the moſt exalted ideas of his eternal power and 
Godhead; for he bore our ſins, and carried our ſorrows.;” all 
our help is laid upon him —all our hope is in him — and our help 
from him. And for the encouragement of faith, his word aſſures 
us of his love towards ſinners, and his power to help them. 

What is our, chief buſineſs on earth but to glorify God ? 
what our daily work, but < to. fight the good fight of faith, and to 
lay hold on eternal life? This is our calling: the light of another 


day is vouchſafed us. But whither ſhall we turn our eyes, but where 
enemies ſurround. us on eve 
without. 


ſide? Yea, from within as well as 
And can we experience ſafety, or walk in comfort, but 
while our eyes are up to Jeſus? _. 

The fight af fin that dwelleth in us, cauſes dejeftion—looking, to 
our own righteouſneſs and fancied excellence, begets pride and vain - 
confidence—the ſubtilty of a malicious ſpirit, © the prince of the 
power of the air,” is enough to make one tremble. This preſent . 
evil world, with its honours, profits and pleaſures, is exactly ſuited 
to our carnal nature. Who can withſtand its ſmiles, renounce its 
carnal children, and bear their reproaches ? who is proof againſt 


theſe potent adverſaries ? Verily, with all knowledge received, all 


inherent grace, all paſt experience, we ſhall not be able to ſtand, if 
we are not continually: lifting up our eyes to Jeſus ; he only is our 
preſent help. Glory to God, his children are kept by his mighty 


power to ſalvation —but let us e it is rig ae ex- 


alting FAITH. 1 et. 1. 5. 


f 1 


The Lord that built the 3 files 
Is my perpetual aid, 


To heav'n I lift my waiting eyes; 
Thank RAN my aged are laid, 
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Mancn 17. (76) 
Tei your ſpeech be always with grace, fegſoned with 


man. Col. 4. 6. 


There fhall net an hoof be left behind,” ſaid meek Moſes to 
the ſlubborn monarch. All that belonged to God's children muſt 
go wich them for - bis ſervice. So the whole man, ſoul with all 
Its facuhties 3 body with all its members, Jeſus claims for his glory 
arid ſer vice: The tongue, though but a little member Words 
though but as wind —ſpeech, though but as ſound—yet the name, 
tlie work, the love, che- glory of Jeſus is hereby greatly advanced 
In tlie world. As falt not only preſerves from putrefaction, but 
ſenaſons flefſn with an agreeable favour and reliſh; ſo doth grace in 
9 mw one LO SER ER ng 
Why to a heart warm with the love of Jeſus, and alive to his 
. | oe be the-vain converſation of carnal company ſo diſagreeable ? 
harm: An embargo is laid on his tongue. It is his-glory to 
Mun, ratlier than ſeek ſuch company. If through connections in 
Ae he cannot totally, refrain their company, it js his wiſdom to 
-yeftrain-bis ſpeech: To keep his mouth with a bridle while the 
wicked is before him, that be fin not with his tongue.“ Palm 
g. 1. But always to ſeaſdn hh ſpeech by the grace of Jeſus, to 
the glory of his name. "$3 
But when ſaints meet, what ſhould be the end of their conyer- 
tion but. Jeſus? Grace, the free favour of God in him to poor 
Anneérs, ſhould ever be the delightful ſubject: The glorious 
woarines" of Grace, through Chriſt, their perfect conſiſtency and 
Vfeſſed tendeney. The comfortable work of grace from Jeſus 
| — ſouls:; how begun, , carried on, and how it is with 
nr 'now': But by no means to catch applauſe, as though they were 
Not in themſelves poor ſinners, — upon and hoping in. Jeſus 
om duy to day. The preciqus prömiſes of Grace in Chriſt 
Jeſus, — dnd'eftabliſhing ? The falvatien of grace by 
Jeſus, hom unconditional and certain to every heliever? Boi. 
> \Convedſinp'on ſuch ſubjests, how Tavory and'feliſhing!-:Speech 
mus ſeaſoned, how becoming and profitable to gracious hearts! 
When it is not ſo it is a fad ſign that the foul is like ſalt that has 
loſt its favour, and calls for great ſearchings of heart: For ever) 


ne dull de faltet! mich fire, and ever) ſacrifice hall be {alter 
with falt.” Mark 9. 49. e 72 2 ES mm 2 9 85 0, WE 5 
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i 72 VT 
In thoſe. days fhull Fudnh be farved, and Jeruſalem 

ſhall dwell ſafely : and this is #he nume wherewirh 

he fhall be called, The Lord our Righteouſneſs. Jer. 


Before days begun or years were numbered, in the bool of 
God's election were all the members of Jeſus written, „ which/in 
continuance were faſhioned when as yet there were none of them.” 


Palm. 139, 13. God's eleQing love would have remained än 
eternal ſecret to us had not the Spirit of truth made it known : 


But, as it is revealed in the word, it is an object of our faich, 


and ever will be the ſubject of glorying and triumph to. afl Wo 
poſſeſs the faith of God's elect; for this is a bleſſed evidence, 
that * God hath choſen them in Chriſt, before the foundation.of 
the world.” Eph, 1. 4. Was the man Jeſus, God the Father's 
« ele&, in whom his ſoul delighteth?“ Iſa. 42. 1. 80 are all 


his members; loved with the ſame love as the head. God pave 
not the Spirit by meaſure unto Jeſus, the glorified: head of the 


church; but every member receives the Spirit through Jeſus, c ac- 
cording to the meaſure of the gift of Chriſt.” Eph. 4. 7. 
Unſpeakably glorious, diſtinguiſhipg grace! This is the rejoicing 

of fimple-hearted, believing ſouls : They are beloved and choſen 


by God the Father, and partake of the ſame Spirit with Jeſus; 


Yea, and are alſo called by the ſame name with jeſus. Is Chriſt 
called THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS?” Jer, 33. 6. So the 
church, the Lamb's wife, being married in faith and love, ſlie is 
called by the ſame name with her Lord and Huſband; ſhe. ſhafl 
be called ThE LoRDU OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS alſo, Jer. 33. 16. 

Angels wonder! Saints admire !'O ye righteous, how altonifhing 


is this! Ye, who by nature are children of wrath! Ye, who by 
practice have been rebels and tranſgreſſors from the womb! 
Vet exalted by Jeſus to ſuch an high and glorious ſtate. Amazing 
love! ye can never, never enough dwell upon the Father's love, 
the Son's grace, and 


| the Spirit's vocation. Glorious days of 
goſpel light and love! While others are left wretched in nature's 


Pride, free. will boaſt, and ſelf. righteous glorying, ye not only 
may, but SHALL. be ſaved by free- grace truth—ye sHALL dwell 


ſafehy for God your Father's juſtice 1s. ſatisfied, his law is fulfilled, 


vour enemies are all conquered, God is at peace with you: 


c 8 


hat then can harm you? for as the mountains are round 


about Jeruſalem, ſo Jehtonh is round about kis people, from 


— www 


henceforth, even for ever,” Pſalm 125.2. 
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Songs of immortal praiſe belong 


MARCH 19. 


(73) 


Look to yourſelves, that we loſe not thoſe things 
we have wrought, but that. we receive a full reward. 


enjoyed from the Spirit's 1 of the Saviour to their hearts; 
finners. Thie clearer views we Have of this truth, ſo much the 
are Rene 3 and this is the touchſtone of a gracious heart; 


the comforts of love ever excite to care and circumſpection in 
life and practice. A glimpſe of Jeſus begets longing after more 


comfortable enjoyment of him. So alſo, a holy jealouſy of ſoul, 


leſt what is gained ſhould be loſt in ſenſe and enjoyment; while 
ſürrounded by falſe teachers expoſed to unſcriptural doctrines— 
beſet by à ſubtle adverſary and ſo nearly allied to corrupt laſts 
and carnal reafonings, we are ever in danger of loſing fight of 
free-grace ttuths, goſpel love, and the finiſhed ſalvation of Jeſus ; 
ſo as to be moved away from the a of the goſpel; for 
this is the ſpring of action, the life of obedience, the ſource of 
encouragement to perſevere in tlie path of truth and holineſs: What 
thanks are due to the loving Spirit for this wholſom - advice ? 
How much concerned ſhould we be daily to improve it? Look 
to yourſelves—ſee your danger—your weakneſs. - Look up to 
Jeſus for ſafety and ſtrength. Bleſſed by the God we ſerve, he is 
not unrighteous to forget our works of faith, patience of hope, 
and labour of love. We enjoy his reward in our work, though 
not for our Work: let Jeſus have all that glory. Still the more 
work, the more ſufferings for his fake, ſo much the more reward: 
of juſt debt to him; of righteous grace to uuůs. 
Would we avoid ſorrowful complaints of loſs? Are we ſolici- 
tous to rejoice in preſent gain, and in hope of a future full re- 
ward? * Therefore, my brethren, be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord; foraſmuch as ye know your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord. 1 Cor. 15. 58. 
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To fear thy pow' r, to truſt thy grace, 
To my almighty God; 1s our divineſt ſkill ; 

He has my heart and he my tongue, And he's the wiſeſt of our race, 
To ſpread his name abroad. That beſt obeys thy Will. 


5 itt Fay is Y 1 5 


Manch 20. (079 ) 


Thy words were found, and 1 did eat them; and thy 
word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine beart: 


Jer. 15. 16. 1 


far J am called by thy name, O Lord God of hoſts. 


That is a ſweet petition in the ſervice of the church of England; 
Grant, O:Lord, that we may not only hear, read, mark and learn, 


but inwardly digeſt the holy ſcriptures.” As ſoon as the Lord hath ful- 


filled this prayer upon any poor ſinner, then Jeſus is the hope of his 


| ſoul—heeſteems the ſcriptures as his daily food—the doctrines of 


grace are the joy and rejoicing of his heart—and he will love and 


words and have cat them.“ T7 r 
Thus glory to our loving Shepherd, he finds his ſheep ſcattered 


and ſtarving upon the barren mountains, and he leads them to 


green paſtures of goſpel- grace and love: there they feed and lie 
down beſide the ſtill waters of peace and ſalvation. For this 
beightens every comfort, and improves every joy, even an inward 
teſtimony: I am called by thy name, O Lord God of hoſts.” 
O, when miniſter or diſciple is able, in fimplicity and godly ſince- 
rity, to make this appeal, Thou haſt called me.” Thou, Je- 
hovah, who ruleſt over the armies of angels, and arch-angels, and 
all the heavenly hoſt, thou haſt condeſcended to make known thy 
name, thy grace, thy ſalvation to me, even wretched me. I hear 
thy voice I know thy voice- I feel deſires after thee—my heart 


thinks of thee with pleaſure and delight—I find an hungring and 
_ thirſting within me, which nothing but thy bleſſed ſelf can ſatisfy— 
lam grieved when I offend thee—only happy when thy love and 


preſence 38:enjoyed—and am concerned that I enjoy no more of it. 
This is my heaven below; this my expected heaven above. So 
feeding upon the word of truth, increaſes defires after Jeſus the 
object of faith. So alſo the ſoul becomes dead to the life of ſenſe, 


attend ſuch prophets. of the Lord, who have alſo. « found God's | 


the intruſions of fin, the allurements of the world, and the baits of 


Thus happy thoſe in whom the word of Chriſt dwells richly in 
2 wiſdom. Happy thoſe in whom Chriſt dwells in their hearts by 
ain VER, e 


The volume of my Father's grace A" 0 may thy counſels, mighty God! 


Does all my griefs aſſwage; My roving feet command: 
Here I behold my Saviour's face, Nor I forſake the happy road, 


Almoſt in ev'ry page, That leads to thy right hand. 


F 


Maxcn 21, 1 80 


T ww 


Aud ye are rt Grits ad. ks is Coda. 1, Cor. 
8 


Fans ch 


thou oft ſt | 
= 5 the 7 


8 5 
25 
8 2 
LE 


- — "4 4 — 
— 
— * Won - — 
— — ls 0 5 one — — 1 
a K vhs — — — | 
. * ＋ Te . 5 A. Ts bs =" 
4 . A N 4 q XN * . 3 2 a 2 
* > 3 wits ESR TEL hy. D 
PE! WS * * * 
— —ę—y— wo === = — ——_— - - 
2 - — * | * % - 
— — co. — 


2 _ —— — —— — 
; oo ——_ PF x ro yy. 1 
LBS — TT 190 "22 

— "-. * 5 [ES 22 * * l * 0 43 * 1 

- — — 8 2 2 ee — - I 


5 1 . . r. 7 Ws r N 
A N . - . =Y = _ * > — — 
PPTP 
= — 4 W 8 wm 5 . 5 
1 q co EL 43 IO — wh 
— yy * 


A 
Fg apy thin be found waning or e. — to 
| ad neec | he twice repeats, * 

5 And DOW. believer, wou! 
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rabid. 1 71 ſtren 22 12 increaſe — and promote joy. 
hriff's,” | y ſpecial . gift ;. his dear purchaſe, and his 
K. vs rowapd th t herefore we oro all in him by rich love, pe- 
60 ar race, free gift, and preciqus promiſes. Precious faith is 
the ble 8 of intereſt, and propriety in this bleſſed inven- 
tory. Bur how came faith ? From hearing the word of God. From 
whom came the word? By the Spirit of truth, who alſg gives faith. 
Why is. the Spirit given? Becauſe Jeſus is glorified. -- Wherefore 
came Jeſus to ſeek and ſave. the loſt ? The Father loved us, and 
ave 5 Son for us. Do we inquire, Why the Father loved us? 
was * the ood pleaſure of his will, according to Which he 
choſe us, in Chriſt jeſus, before the foundation of the world; 
4 us to the adoption of children, and bleſſed us 
with all ſpiritual bleflipgs in him, Eph. 1. 3, 4, 5. Hence, 0 
believer, how clear th by” title! how. certain thy poſſcfiions | - | | 
a & Chriſt is God's; God's beloved Son, ſo art thou in him. 
Chriſt is 2 ift for thee, God's gift to thee, and thou to him. 
Thou enjoyelt all ip him, and recejvett all from him. Canſt thou 
aver want food for faith, a ſource of love, a fountain of holineſs, 
_ ſpring of conſolation ; ? What have we done ? or what erf 
we go to get an refs in Chxiſt, or procure a right to ſuch hea- 
_ venly tr e Yes 3 have done enough to forfeit,” but no- 
thing to di 2 the m Dn re pi 
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MaRcH 22. (8+ 
or. y Maker is thine buſband. Iſa. 54. 5. 

All marriages are, or ought to 18 founded in mutual love 
nity, between the contracting parties. This is the chief ingredient 
„ as to produce happineſs in the conjugal ſtate: Where, this 
ight is wanting; there is ſeldom muck comfort enjoyed. When a perſon, 
ane, of noble birth and great fortune marries a woman poor in cir- 
to cumſtances o and involved in debt, we juſtly conclude he choſe her 
1 | out of pure love and affection to her perſon. And ſurely ſuch an 
uldſt one is under the moſt endearing obligations to love, affechon, and 
me- chaſtity. She can never call to mind her former indigent ſtate, 
one and her preſent affluent eireumſtances, but it muſt tend to inflame 
our. her with the moſt ardent affection to her-huſband. © 
dom This is ſomewhat the cafe between Chriſt and his church. Pure 
away love in the heart of the heavenly Bridegroom cauſed him to betroth- 
ſuch, his church unto himſelf, in loving kindneſs. Though ſhe was in the 
. moſt abject ſtate and deſpicable condition, yet he ſecretly loved 
may her perſon from eternity, and openly eſpouſes every member in 
joy. time of converſion, one by one. So faith St. Paul, 2 Cor. 11. 2. 
1 his 6 | have eſpouſed you to one huſband, Chriſt.” t 
pe- Can'ft thou, O believer, call-to mind thy natural ſtate of poverty - 
th is and diſtreſs—over head and ears in debt—writs iſſued from” the 
aven- law, which juſtice might have executed—liable' every moment to 
From be caſt into priſon, where thou muſt have periſhed with nothing 
faith. but rags, filthy rags, to hide thy ſhame and cover thy naked- 
refore neſs? Can'ſt thou think of this without humility ? And doſt thou 
and now ſee the kindneſs and love of thine huſband ? Has he paid all 
1 us? thy debts ? cancelled every bond? put in a plea againſt every ac- 
ch he cuſation, and perfectly fulfilled the holy law, and ſatisfied divine 
arid; Juſtice? Art thou . bleſſed with all ſpiritual bleſſings“ in thine 
d us Huſband ? enriched with heavenly treaſures? hath he «clothed 
8 thee with the garments of ſalvation, and adorned thee with the 
1 * robe of his righteouſneſs? and doth God thy Father ſay of thee, 
him. “Thou art all fair, my love; I ſee no ſpot in thee? Cant. 4. 7. 
him. O what purity of affection! what ardency of love! what chaſ- 
thou tit of behaviour is due to ſuch a lover, to ſuch an huſband? © 
ine ls, Chriſt took thee at firſt . for better, for worſe ;?* his love to 
could thee is ever the ſame; affectionate and conſtant; full of compla- 


hea- cency and delight; ſympathizing with thy troubles ; ever nouriſhin 858 
and cheriſning thee here. Shortly the Lamb will in the moſt open 

r this and public manner appear as the Brideproom of his chutch, and; 

2GON= celebrate the marriage in a bliſsful eternity, when it ſhall be ſaid, 


Let us be glad and rejoice,” and give hotiour® to TR hk 
marriage of the Lamb is come, 
ready.” Rev. 19. 7. 


his wife hath made herſelf 
I. 
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is diſarmed of his ſtrength and filing 
So that through the knowledge of 
take up this triumphant challenge againſt the laſt enemy, 
„ Odenth, where is thy fling + O grave, where is thy victory! 


I ea or inmoſt thoughts delight Unſpeakable, like thoſe above; 
; ART . 


| ( 82 ) 


Feſus ſaid, One thug is needful. Luke 10. 42. 


The diſpoſition and carriage of the two ſiſters, Martha and Mary, 
much reſembles the different deſires and actings of the fleſh and 
ſpirit, of which every chriſtian is compoſed. The fleſn, like Mar- 

a, is careful and tronbled about many things: It is ever reſt- 
leſs and uneaſy; always in want; ſeldom ſatisſied; never truly 
happy. But the ſpirit hath choſe that good part, that one thing 
nesdfel: It is truly wiſe in its choice; quite ſatisſied in its object, 


MARCH 23. 


and truly happy in its enjoyment. 


Thus ſt is white the chriſtian is under the prevailing influence of 
this one thing netdful. One thing, the enjoyment: of God, was 
our firſt parents paradiſe. A thirſt after, and enjoyment of two 
things (che knowledge of evil as well as good) cauſed all their 
woe, and made them miferable. And *tis the knowledge of 
the former Which keeps all bis poſterity under the fad 
circomſtances they are fallen into, till they are brought to 


know the one thing needſul: What is this but the faving know- 
ledge of 'Felus Chriſt ? This was the great apoſtle's continual 
prayer, That I may know] HIM.“ This was what Mary was 
appy in the enjoyment of, and what our Lord himſelf commends 
her for; and calls that good part which ſhall never be taken 


Nis one thing comprehends all wiſdom; holineſs, and happi- 
neſs ; to know Jeſus is to believe in him; to believe on him is to 


love him; and to love him is to keep his commandments. In 


every ſtation, in all ſeaſons, and under every circumſtance this one 


- thing, this knowledge of Jeſus, is ever needful, ever feaſonable. 


cn che ehriſtian enjoy health? This knowledge joins to health 


of body; peace and joy of foul. Is he in ſickneſs ? To know 


Jeſus is the richeſt cordial, the moſt reviving draught to his foul. 
Iv he tempted ? What conſolation is it to know jeſus was in all 


- 


ching tempted, that he might ſuccour the tempted . Does death, 


the king of terrors, uffright him? By the knowledge of Jeſus he 
| which is che law and fin, 
Jeſus, O ſoul, thou mayeſt 


And when we taſte thy love, 
» ow: 5 


on earth we want the fight 
-Of our Redeemer's face: 


a 


And heaven begins helow, 


* 4. * i . 

upon thy grace, 
SIM 94. £45 3 5 
. * i 


Manch 24. ( 83 ) 


And Mofes ſaid unto the people, Fear not; for Gad is 
come to prove you, aud that bis fear may be before your 
faces, that ye fin not, Exod. 20. 28. 


Pride and ſelf-confidence are deeply rooted in the human heart. 
Falſe hopes are built on ſelf-righteous pleas, By theſe the heart is 
blinded to the exceeding finfulnefs of fin; hardened againft the 

fear and dread of the Lord; and ſuch live in rebellion, againſt the 
truth as in jeſus. Like Paul, we are naturally alive withaut the 
law. So, with theſe Iſraelites of ald, are ready to ſay, All that 
the Lord hath ſpoken we will do.“ Exod. 19. 8. | | 
Alas! poor fouls utter ſuch words of ignorance and pride, 
when, like the diſciples on the maunt, „They know not what 
they fay.” But whom the Lord loves, he proves. The Lord is a 
jealous God: he will ſuffer no fleſn to glory in his prefence ; nor 


ſhall his dear children live without his fear, and a holy hatred of 


pride and ſin. Therefore they muſt go out of their tents of vain 
confiden ee. 3 | 1 


When the Lord diſcovers himſelf in glory and majeſty, as a holy, | 


fin-avenging God; when the law, in its holy, juſt and righteous 
demands, is revealed in the conſcience, it makes the ſtouteſt heart 
to tremble, and fills the guilty, ſelf- accuſed finner with fear and 
horror. Yea, he would, if left to his own dreadful apprehenfions, 
fly from God, and fink into black deſpair without hope : but the 
dear Mediator is ever near and prevents this: he ſpeaks in love, 
« Fear not.” ae = 3 | i 
This difpenſation is not to deſtroy your ſoul, but ta kill your 
vain hopes to prove and try you—and ſhew you what is in you. 
That you may be dead to the law, be alive to God by a better 


bope, through the faith of me your Jeſus. So fear the Lord with 


a _ fear, as to die to fin, Thunders of wrath, terrible 
peals © etime | | 
ſcience; they fulfil God's will. The bleak north wind of the law 
kills the vermine of nature; while the warm, comfortipg ſouth 
wind of ane opel. cheriſhes and enlivens the feeds of grace. 


. + Thus: the Spirit humbles proud hearts, reviyes contrite ſpirits, 


endears Chriſt, who hath endured the curſes we have deſerved, and 
embitters ſin to believing penitent fouls. «Lo, all theſe things 
wWorketh God, oftentimes with man, to bring back his ſhul from the 
pit, to be enlightened with the light of the Fving.* Job 33. Po * 


The law diſeovers zuilt and fin, My ſoul, no more attempt to draw 

And ſhe wt how vile our hearts have been. Thy life and comfort from. the law: 
Only the galpel.can.expreſe, Flu to the hope the golpal, ines; 

Forgiving love, and cleanfing grace. The man that truſts the promiſe lives, 


1 


curſes are ſometimes neceffary to be heard in the con- 
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"Knowing, that: ſhortly I muſt» put off this: ny tabernacle, 
even as our Lord Feſus Chriſt bath ſberued me. 2 Pet. 
A I : 

LENS EDI Yo isdn SUfVE! % DOGONT $913 & 4: ; 

Nothing but the life of Jeſus, manifeſted: in our fleſh, can reconcile 
us co death This, and this only, delivers us from the fears of 
death diſarmsit of its ſting, and fortiſies the mind with the know lecge 
of complete victory over the king of terrors, through bim that 
hath loved us. Conſtant converſe with Jeſus: makes death familiar 
to the ſoul. SO we learn to die daily —ſo the ſpiritual immortal 
life of the ſoul trĩumphs over the ſenſual mortal life of the body 
tko happy ſpitit; in ſome highiy-favoured ſeaſons, is ſo far from 
fearing and trembling at the 's diſſolution, that it rejoices, and 
even fongs to be ſet at liberty from its impriſoned ſtate it pants 
with doſites aſter its Beloved; and ſays, Come, Lord Jeſus, come 

| quiokly oh SKavancsj- ff 2651 Bo ifsc tony 2H 701 f 
r 4797 40 yeh ets) wn 

#834 o o-clap its glad wings and tow'r away 
4 And mingle with eternal day. ein ian 


24 189 
3 4% 44 11 


Fr 3 enaiin 15 i : | 
How ſweet is it to live in fuch a frame! how defirable ! how 


daily and earpeily. to be ſought for! That when the, frail body is 
attacked wick any ſickneſs, the ſoul may aſk, with great-ſerenity, in 


Mazcn 25. 
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d 30 


the language of John Baptiſt to Jeſus, “ Art thou he ?” Is this diſor. 
der to put the finiſhing ſtroke to all my trials and griefs ? ** or muſt 


* 
E 4 


TT if oo 
All men know they muſt die; and they frequently confeſs this; 
but the thoughts of it are irkſome to them. _ Believers in Jeſus 


only have a peculiar knowledge of death, fo as to dwell on the 
thought, that it will come ſhortly, that it is nigh at hand, with 


* 


ſatisfaction, hope and comfort. Jeſus hath ſhewed. them this. 


From him the righteous hath hope in his death,” Prov, 14. 32. 

Is it in vain then, thinkeſt thou, the Saviour ſaith, . Forſake 
all; take up thy croſs ; follow me?” No: it verily is for the profit, 
the peace, the conſolation of the ſoul; for the more ſtedfallly we are 
attached, and the more eagerly we purſye the things of this preſent 
life, by ſo much the more are, we loth io die; fear its approach; 
tremble at the very apprehenſion of the unwelcome meſſenger. 
And all chis is, . becauſe. the objects of time and ſenſe cloud our 
minds, and darken our views of the victorious Jeſus, his perfect 
work and finiſhed ſalvation for us. And it is only while Jeſus is 


embraced in the arms of faith, the foul is enabſed to ſay, with 


bleſſed Simeon, Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, 


according to thy-wordz for mine eyes have leen.thy falvation.” Luke 


. 29, 30, 
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Fet. 


ncile 
rs of 
eege 
that 
iliar 
ortal 
y— 
from 
and 
hants 
ome 


how 
dy is 
Yo in 
liſor- 
muſt 


this; 
Jeſus 
n the 
with 
this, 
„32. 
rlake 


rofit, 


MaRrcn 26. (85). " 


That repentance and remiſſion of fins ſhould be preached 
in bis name among all nations. Luke 24. 47. 


This is the method of God's ſaving ſinners by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Thoſe who know the preciouſneſs of Chriſt, and have a regard to 
the glory of God, and love for immortal ſouls, make this the rule 
of their preaching: for this doctrine, where it is known and ex- 
perienced in the heart, makes a true chriſtian. Evangelical re- 
pentance is an evidence of a ſceing eye, a hearing eat, and an 
underſtanding heart. To ſee the evil nature and dreadful effects 
of ſin—its puniſhment in the ſufferings of Jeſus to hear the 
curſes and condemnation of the law: againſt ſinners itt dreadſul 
thunders and menaces in the conſcience to underſtand in the 
heart that nothing but the blood of Jeſus could atone for the 
guilty— none but he could fulfil the perfect demands ef a holy 
1 This humbles the ſoul—cuts off falſe hopes lays it low in 
ſelf-abaſement before Jehovah—cauſes it to cry out, I am the 
man, the ſinner I, who am curſed by law, expoſed to wrath, 
deſerving hell: I mourn without hope in myfelf: I hear of Jeſus, 
the Saviour of ſinners: I turn to him for hope and ſalvation: Sin 
has deſtroyed me: jeſus fave, or I periſh,” ) 


ſinner humble. Remiſſion of fins makes a poor ſinner a happy 
ſoul. Hath Chriſt obtained remiſſion of ſins by his blood? hath he 
commanded this ſhould be preached in his name? is he exalted to 
give it? hath he brought the poor ſinner, by his Spirit, to his 
feet to ſue for it? and will he refuſe to make the ſoul happy in 


the ſenſe of it? Never, never, let ſuch a thought be indulged by 


any poor ſenfible ſinner. We read no ſuch hard lines in his word. 
We can find no ſuch dejecting views from his life and death. The 
doctrine he preſcribed is a lively tranſeript of what was in his 
3 —,, a: 

Be aſſured, O ſoul, there ſhall be a performance of all things 
that are pramiſed of the Lord, to him that believeth; the ſame 
Jeſus Who gives the ſoul the humbling view of itſelf, and by repen- 
tance, to turn to him, will give it the rejoicing knowledge of himſelf, 


— 


by the remiſſion of fins, through faith in his blobdd. 

Bleſt is the man to whom the Lord With deep repentance well agree; 
Impures not his iniquitie And join to prove his faith ſincere. 

He pleads nd anurit effwrrd. % „ le hue 8. 
And not on works, but grace relies. How glorious is that righteouſneſs, 


* 


That hides and cancels all our fing; : 


From guilt his heart and life are fre.:; While a bright evidence of grace, 


His humble joy, his holy fer, Thro hitwholelife appears and hinez. 


„Or e .£ 


This repentance Jeſus is exalted to give. This makes a proud 
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Marcn 27. 1 86 ) 
Whereupon, © bing Agrippa, I uas not di 2 to 


the beavenly viſion. Acts 26. 19. 


One is ho called to. bear teſtimony before onbelievers 
of the hope that is in one, It is difficult to ſpeak of the manifeſt. 
tion of Chriſt ta the heart, ſo that the Saviour alone may be ex- 
vlted and glorified. Somewhat of felf naturally creeps into the 
relation. It is very pleaſing to nature, to be thought that we 
have been highly favoured, and have made great attainments in 
chriſtianity. O that ſingle letter, with great ſound, I. It was far. 
theft from the heart of that eminent champion for free · grace ſal- 
vation, Paul, to give the leaſt encouragement from his converſion, 
10 any: fellow-finner to talk of obedience to God's will, or faith. 
fulneſs to his grace, as the conditions of ſalvation. How would 


the foul of that man of God have been fired with a holy zeal for 


his Maſtes's glory, was he on earth in our day, to hear his lan- 
ge abuſed, his meaning perverted, by the pride of men? Such 
a from ſelf-righteous principles oppoſe the truths of the goſpel; 

— deny God's unconditional election, unmerited love, the fGniſh- 

ed falvatien of Jeſus, and its being ſure to all the ſeed, trough the 

ſoyereign application of the Lord the Spirit. 

Paul was favoured with an extraordinary vifion from the Lord 

Jeſus from heaven,. to call him to be a faithful ſervant to Jeſus, 


Obedient hearts are cauſed by effectual calls. But after Paul had 


laboured more abundantly than all the reſt of the apoſtles, what 


Was his glorying ? „ Yet not I, but the grace of God; firiving 


(ys he) accarding [to what? my ability? no, ] to his working, 
which worketh in me mightily.” Col. 1. 29. O here is a bleſſed 


pattern, a profitable leſſon of humility ſet before us! Hath Jeſus ap- 


-peared. to us in the viſion of faith by the word of rtuth? Hath he ef. 
fectually called us to believe in his name, and to rejoice in kisfalvation ? 


What ſhall we ſay, but fall upon the bended knees of our hearts, and 
in warmeſt gratitude of ſoul adore grace, rich, free, ſovereign, di- 


ſtinguiſhing grace! Have we been, and do we ſtill continue obe- 


dient to the heavenly: viſion ? Shall we ſacrifice to our own net, 
and burn incenſe to our own drag; and ſay, becauſe of my obe- 
dience, my faithfulneſs? God forbid for this is m_ grace upon 
grace. If we have obtained- grace to be nbi dener is 
: ours; ; all 0 elory! is due to che giver. 


% 4 Ak 1 wane learn'd thy holy ways, Where, Lord, could 1 thy 8 ſhun, 


1200 walk'd upright before thy face: Or from thy dreadful glory run? 
r if my f'et did &er depart, —" 


Was never with a wicked car 0 O may theſe thoughts poſſeſs my breaſt, 
Where er I rove, where er I reſt; 


Could 1 fo. falſe, fo Faithleſs prove, Nor let my weaker paſſions dare 


Io quit wy ſervice and thy love? Conſent to fin, for God is there, 
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Then ſhall we know, if we fallow on ta knew the Lord : bs go- 
ing forth is prepared as the morning; and he ſhall come unto-us as 
the rain; as the latter and former rain upon the earth. Hoſea 6. 3. 


MarcH 28. 


There is a ſweet fellowſhip in the truth, in the hearts of diſ- 
ciples. Hence they are mutually helpful and encouraging to each 
other in the faith. The Saviour loves to have it ſo. He will 
bleſs them, and manifeſt himfelf to them in this way. So it was 
with the diſciples after his crucifixion and death. They reforted to- 
gether and communed with each other; and Jefus, though un · 
known to them at firſt, joined company with them, expou the 
ſcriptures to them, opened their underſtandings ; and they ſaid one 
to another, Did not our hearts burn within us, as he talked wirk 
us by the way, &c?” Luke 24. 32. Sli 10 len zen 

So the diſciples of the Old-Teſtament church exhorted one anether 
in faith, We ſhall know, we ſhall follow on to know the Lord.” $0 
it feems the words ſhould be rendered. Thoſe who know a little 
of Jeſus? love, and are but juſt brought to be acquainted wich his - 
free-grace and falvation, ſhall hold on their _ Knowledge, 
light, peace and love ſhall inereaſe to their ſouls, through that 
Spirit, by whom they are regenerated and bern again. Though at 
firſt they are as babes in Chriſt, yet, through the milk of the - 
word, they fall grow and increaſe with the increaſe of God.“ 
Fhe going-forth of the love of ſeſus towards us, ſhall be as the 
merming. As at the dawn of day, light is ſcarce diſcernible, and 
ſeems oppoſed by ſurrounding darkneſs, yet it gradually increaſes 
till the ſun gains its meridian. So ſhall «the path of the juſt 
ſhine more and more nnto the perfect day.” | 

The ſan never forſakes the earth, though at ſeaſons, its light 
and heat ſeem withdrawn in comfort and enjoyment. Thus is it 
with the ſun of righteouſneſs. He ſhall alſo come unto us as the 
ram,” th refreſh, enliven, and make our fouls fruitful in knowledge, 
peace, love and holineſs; yea, as the latter and former rain.“ 
In the land of Tfrael, they had uſually two rains in a year, 
one juſt after the ſeed was ſown, the other when the corn was almeſt 
Tipe, andthe harveſt juſt at hand. Sometimes juſt after the ſeed of eter= 
nal He is fown in the hearts of young converts, what joyful re- 
freſhing ſeaſons of love and joy are they favoured witk ! Their 
« hearts are filled with laughter, and their tongue with joy.” Others 
experience the molt plentiful ſhowers of heart-reviving love, juſt as 
the ſickle is to cut them down, that they may be gathered in to' the 
heaventy garner. The heavenly Huſbandman Chews beſt what. 
ſeaſons to give, whether the ftorm of affliction, the rain of proſpe- 
rity, or the fanſhine of joy. This is our mercy. e Jeſus is a God af 
judgment, Blelled are all they that wait for him.“ Iſa. 30. 18. 


Maxcn 29. (GY aa 


The ſatriſices of Cod are a broken ſpirit: a breken 
and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe. 
4760 m! TR. ia LT He? 10 An | 
- Its the een and joy of Upto er benen Jh 
every page of the lively oracles. Then the word is ſearched with 
pleaſure, 


1411 


447 ; | 
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F-eahnot Hve without thy light, O may thy love inſpire m tongue! 
Caft out and baniſh d from thy fight» Salvation ſhall be all 1 Bev 

Thur holy je m God, reſtore, And all my powers ſhall join to bleſs 
And guard me, that I fall no more. The Lo my ſtrength, and righteouſ- 


1 


Manch 30. (39) n R5K410 
Ren Are ye not yet earnal and walks men? 1 Core 3. 3. 


5530 ISR eee n dd) O \ Ed Ton > LILY 39 age 
The phraſe « carnal ſaints,” ſome have looked. on as a very oÞ 
©) probrious term, as though contradictory to the character of a real 
MY chriſtian, But ſuch perſons differ in judgment frem an inſpired 
Sh e Paul calls theſe Corinthian converts, “ Babes in Chriſt: 

Þ though he ſays to them, Ve are yet, earnal.“ Vea he appeals to 
their julginchts : „ Are ye not ſo 7? Doch not your walle, your 
words, your ſtrife, your views, give fad evidence of the truth of 
my affertion,? do you not act ; ls too much-like men who 
* are ſtrangers to Jeſus, and the life and power of vital godlineſs ? 
ood Believers are a compoohd of fleſh. and ſpirit, The new. created 
br foul dwells in a finful body, and is oppoſed by a ſinful. nature. 
Me- a een OL: FRE eficg dow = =» 2 _ "ho bo : 
There may be true grace within, though much carnality a 


b. without. Weak faith in Jeſus, though it be oppoſed with ſtrong . 


2 . 


corruptions and ,unbelief—a little true knowledge of Jeſus in the 
heart, but beſet with great ignorance and weaknefs of judgment 
| and the dawning of true hope in Jefus, but, interpoſed with clouds of 
and daricyelhn=Ne ſtirrings of real love to Jeſus, bat . reſiſted by 
1 the love of the world, and the objects of ſenſe—a real eftoam for a 
preached-goſpel, and yet-carnal contentions, and debates may 
ariſe about miniſters and things of no real profit to the oul. /This 
is true. Such weaklings in the faith, ſuch babes in Chrift, are as 
> for ſafe, becauſe beloved by the ſame Father—redeemed. by the ſame 
Precious blood of Jeſus—and. renewed by the power of the fame 
fible Spirit, as the young men and fathers in Chriſt ; but they are not 
ſo happy—they do not glorify God ſo much—they do. not bring 
Spi- forth ſo much fruit to God, nor ſo greatly adorn the 9 7 8 Jeſus, 
Jer as ſuch who are ſtrong in the grace which is in Chriſt Jeſus, and 


: more eſtabliſhed in the faith and love of him. 8 

« But let not ſuch diſcourage their hearts, nor entertain hard 
Re thoughts of our loving maſter Jeſus, as though he expected to re 

95 where he has not ſown. Let them not burden their weak — 4 
with things that are too ſtrong, nor exerciſe their tender hearts 
with matters that are too hi * but ſimply conſidering Jeſus— 
lookibg to the Lamb of God—confefling their weakneſs at his 
| fee: praying to him for ſtrength-—ſtudying his word for know- 
L ledge * as new-born babes, deſiring the fincere milk of the word, 
dere. chat they may grow.chereby.”., «For thoſe, that be planted. in the 
houſe of the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the courts of our God.” Palm 

92. 13. © Fear thou not, for. I am with thee; be not diſmayed 
bor I am thy God; I will Asengthen ahee; yen it will help 

eb ea I will uphold thee with che right hand ef my right uſneſs 
teouſ- 1 ſa. 41. ee en ee m on [167 zi „n buzz En“ 

| | M 
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Maxcu 31. „ | | 
The wicked ſhall be driven away in his wickedneſs, but 
the righteous hath hope in his death. Prov. 13. 32. 


The righteous man is of divine extraction ; born again from 
above: he hath the mind of Chriſt, he loveth . and 
hateth iniquity. Hence the righteous hath hope in a God of juſ- 
tice hope in a God of truth hope in a God of faithfulneſs, be- 
cauſe his hope ſtandeth in God's own covenant-grace and love, re- 
vealed to ſinners in his own word through Jeſus. This hope ſhall 
never forſake the righteous: It animates him in life to love and 
obedience—it comforts him in death againſt the fear of wrath and 
terror of hell— it inſpires him with the joyful expectation of a 
crown of righteouſneſs in life and immortality, according to the free- 
grace, precious promiſes of God, through the righteouſneſs of Jeſus. 
Well might that eminently faithful miniſter of Jeſus, the late 
Rev. Mr. Hervey, ſo ſweetly fall aſleep, with this hope in his 
heart, while his lips were warbling his dying-ſong, Preciqus ſal- 
vation! precious ſalvation Y=— ö precious grace] precious pro- 
miſes! precious faith! precious hope! All flowing to poor ſinners, 
through the perfect righteouſneſs and precious blood of the infinitely 
and eternally precious Jeſus. Well might St. Paul ſum up all our 
bleſſedneſs in that apoſtolic benediction, which includes all our 
hope: The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you all. Amen. 2 Cor. 13. 14. 


(910 


"The end of | all things is at hand, be ye therefore 
ſober and watch unto prayer. 1 Pet. 4. 7. | 


APRIL I. 


The word of grace and truth, like a judicious phyſician for the 
body, preſcribes different recipes for the ſoul: Sometimes the 
bittet draught of affliction; at others the ſtrengthening, comforting 
balſam of faith, with the reſtorative mixture of love; but at all 
times a neceſſary regimen, whereby to rule and govern our 
lives, that our fouls may proſper and be in good health.  ... 
To uſe means in faith is our bounded duty: To neglect 
them is a contempt of the wiſe Preſcriber; whereby we ſhall 
ſuffer loſs,” and receive hurt to our ſouls, As faith binds the foul 
to Jeſus in the ſweet bands of love, fo it produces a conformity to 
him in heart and life. As the ſpirit enriches the ſoul, with theſe 


precious ' graces, ſo they are accompanied with his transforming 


influence. But he ever directs to the word he has inſpired, that 
we may be taught to avoid thoſe things contrary thereto; and 


alſo to practiſe thoſe ' duties which have a native tendency to 
ſtrengthen the ſoul in perſevering in holineſs and truth. 


. o 


An intemperate thirſt after, and_inordinate indulging ourſelves 
in the enjoyment of any of the good creatures of this life, ſadly 
indiſpoſe the mind to ſpiritual concerns. This is contrary to the 
life of faith—interrupts ſweet communion with the Father of ſpi- 
rits—deadens the heart to holy fellowſhip with Jeſus - and oppoſ- 
eth the comforting conſolations of the bleſſed Spirit. , Hence the 
ſoul finds great languors, deadneſs, and formality in its addrefles 
to the throne of grace. Moſt needful, therefore, to conſider, 
time, how ſhort! Eternity, how near! The judge is at the door: 
All things are on the point of diſſolution : I am expecting the 


meſſenger to call me hence. 


Since continuance here is ſo uncertain ; all worldly enjoyments 
ſo precarious, and periſh in the uſing ; what temperance, what 
ſobriety of conduct 8 one? But this is certain, Jeſus, with 
his much incenſe, is ever before the throne. It is a mercy-ſeat, 
ſprinkled with his precious blood. Hence all. grace is beſtowed ; 
all power given. | O may we be concerned to watch continually 
apainft the motions of the enemy—the ſtirrings of pride and luſt ! 
watching” in prayer for the power of the Spirit—watching after 
prayer for an anſwer of peace. And when, diſciple, is the time 
that” this ' exerciſe may be omitted? Verily, not till faith is loſt. 
in r is turned into enjoyment—and, prayer is. loſt in 
prai e. RCC LW JEET 55 1 : Atta 
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With | ugg aac: Joy, every TW Wa daily 3 to addreſs 


his coal In the worde, ſpoken” to Naomi, zt the birth of Obed, 
Bleſſed be the Lord, Which hath not left tlice this day without 
4 kinſman; redeemer, whoſe' name is famous in Iſrael. who ſhall 
be unto thee a reſtorer of thy life Ruth 4. 1 To the glory of 


Jeſs: be it ever remembered in the heart,” that life once received 


from him, tan never be loſt: The ſoul once quickned from a death 
in treſpaſſes and ſins, dieth no more; death bath no more dominion 
ever it. For it is delivered from the cauſe of death, ſin. Partak- 
ing ol the life of grace from Jeſus, fin has no more dominion over 
it, 0 kill and deftroy it. 


But though the ſoul enjoys life in Jeſus, yet 85 i is not fad; but 


dwellsth in us; it worketh in the members, and op poſcth the life, 
peace and comfort of the new-born foul. Ts there a ay paſſerh but 
we find chat the old man is fill alive? Vea, at times, hs ſoul is fo 


preſſed above meaſure, that it almoſt deſpairs of life. It ſeem 


to ſenſe and experience, às though che ſentence of death was exe- 
euted. O how then doth Jeſus again revive and reſtore it! Sin often 
brin; death upon the comforts of the ſoul,” though it cannot m_— 
As Ie; chat is ſecare in the-life-giving Head: «it is hid wi 


yond. the extent of Chri 1 nor beyond the reach ofhis power 
to reſtote hem. 

The precious blood of Jeſus is fullicient t0-agoae and: waſh away 
al! In mnomerable fins, fins of the deepeſt dye. See then the ex. 
eoeding finfulneſs of fin, in the moſt exceeding ' precious fountain 
Hhat is opened for its cleanſing. See the love and care of the faith- 
ful Shepberd, in reſtoring his wandring ſheep. But know, O foul, 
whenever thou deviates Fo rom the wy of Jeſus, or backflides into 
iin, thou turneſt thy back upon 5 beſt Friend, thy kiudeſt Lord, 
thou joineſt elf to his implacable foes. True, > unchapgeable 


33 che love of Jeſus, he will reſtore the ſouls of his members 15 but 
love min — 


is, thou: the richeſt grace and moſt precious love that 


_ was r— Love that has followed, and: will follow thee all 
% Love that will heal thy backſlidinge, and reſtore thy 


3 that will lead thee in the paths of Niel 


c uſnels to ſal- 
vation —.— When 
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Chrift i in God.“ Col. 3 4 See mel! never fin themſelves be- 
$ 


tions to do this. And the moſt bitter of all 


remembereſt this, thou wilt be aſha- 
med and confountied for all that chou haßt done; and oe him who 


APRIL 3. (9300 V 


Foraſmuch FR as the children ere partaters of fab and bad; be 
alſo himſelf took part of the ſame; that ihro death he maght dor 
him that nde of duh, that is the devil. Heb. 2. 15. 

* bsi £131 WV 

We read of, one who was foakkrted with het glory of the' fon, 
that he thought he was born only t behold it. With vat pro- 
priety may a chriſtian judge of himielf. that he is born again o be- 
hold the glory, and delight himfelf in daily contemplating Jeſus the 
ſun of righteouſneſs? Lord, chou ſhalt never: _ to that mean d. 
hee of . Walhing my feet,” ſaid hogeſt-hearted. Peter. But What 
was that ſtogp of abaſement, when Jeſus was in the fleſh, ange 
to his taking ſeſi upon him? Be: aſtoniſhed, O heavens 3 rejoica, 
O children of faith] admire, adore, what you can never fully com- 
prehend, that the Lord of life and glory ſhould: take your nature, be 
clothed. with fleſh and bleod, become a man of ſorrows and ac- 
quainted with grieſs. See Jeſus—conſider Jeſus. On his humbling > 
bimſelf dwell in contemplation, till it warms the heartwith love. 

He took part with . the children. Such was Jacob?s delight in- 
Benjamin, that . his life was bound up in the lad's life. Gen. 44. 
30. The ſoul of Jonathan was © knit to David, that he loved -- 
him as his own ſoul? 1 Sam. 4 3> 1. Verily our life is bound up in 
the life of Jeſus. Truly he hath loved us even unto the death.- He 
took our part againſt our invincible foes, fin, ſatan, and death. He 
hath conquered all for whom? -+ The children ;” by nature chil- 
dren. of wrath, by practice rebels againſt God. Yet; amazing grace! 
the objects of the Fatker's love. All that were given to him to re- 
deem and ſave, behold they had an intereſt in Jeſus? love, ere they 
had a being in the-fleſh : Therefore he prays. for them as their Me- 
diator; he owns them, by that ſpecial mark which the Holy Ghoſt - 
puts upon each of them, in the day of his power, FaiTH.- I pray 
pr them alſo, which ſhall believe on me throngh my aner word.” | 

ohn 17. 20. | 

We may Ts wamph, «« If eds be for us, who hall be 
againſt us 2%? Tus the ſweet ſinger of Iſrael ings: * The Lord tax- 
eth my part, therefore 1 ſhali ſer my deſice upon them that hate 

| me;?? Balm 118. 7. Every believer may be ſuce of victory. Faik! 
in ſeſus overegmes the world, diſarms death of its ſting, which 
is in, enfrebles the ſtreagtk of fin v hich is the law. By the blood 
of the Lamb ſatan is overcome. Thus we are more than congeerors” 
through him who loved ua. Thus Cbeiſt gained the conquei in our 

x nature, over ſatan add deaths by taking away that which po 

' power tn both, over his children, ſin. "This beefioted chi Ot | 
death: For he that died once for fin, ever lives tofave-1<4/Thanks®” 
be to God, who hath given us the victory, through our Lord Jeſug 
Chriſt,” 1 Cor. „ „%% 
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ArRIL 4. 48 . 

In a little wrath I hid myſelf from thee for a moment, but with 
everlaſting kindneſs will T have mercy on thee, ſaith the Lord thy Re. 
deemer. Ia. 54. 8. ps KO 8 5 

Love is ever open and communicative: it conceals nothing 
from the object beloved, which may profit or comfort the mind. 
Spal Phide from Abraham that thing which I do?” faith the 
God of love, concerning bis friend. Gen. 18: 17. Of thoſe that 
believe in, and follow the Lamb, he faith, „Ve are my friends,” 
Servants are not made acquainted with their maſlers ſecrets; but 
friends arte” Therefore ſaith Jeſus, the great interpreter of cove. 


- ndntlovey = All“ things that J have heard of my Father, I hare 


made known unto you. John 15. 15. Children ſhall not be 
chaſtiſed, but they ſhall be told of the Father's kindneſs and mercy 
in it. Love is ever in his heart, though wrath may appear in his 
— 7 ĩ˙˖ c ñðêv oy 

” The joy of creation is revived by the bright ſhining of the ſun : 
When he ſeems withdrawn, clouds, miſts, and darkneſs gather. 
So when the ſun of righteouſneſs hides himſelf from the ſoul, it 
ſeems a dark ſeaſon of wrath. The miſts of corruptions ariſe— the 


thick fog of unbelief ſpreads itſelf the gloom of dejection hangs | 


heavy on the mind and thę prince of darkneſs is very buſy at ſuch 
-x-ſeaſon; like Job's friends, he is a phyſician of no value, but a 
nifradlecomiorter to the foul, 220 en et en 
Now all ſenſe, nature and feeling, write bitter things againſt 
the poor ſinner. The Father chaſtiſes, the Saviour hides himſelf, 
the law accuſes, conſcience condemns, ſin terrifies,” ſatan threatens, 
but, Father, thy mercy never dies. Therefore faith endures and 
turns to the law of love. What faith that? « In little wrath I hid 
myſelf. Little in compariſon of thy deſerts, O foul —little 
compared with the greatneſs of the love of God. Faith liſtens to 
the teſtimony of Jeſus. The Lord thy Redeemer ſpeaks : My de- 
ſerting thee is of the ſhorteſt duration; a moment; the twinkling of 
an eye: as no ſpace of time compared to eternity. For with 
everlaſting,” never: ending kindneſs will I ſatisfy the. 
The word of the Lord, that ſhall ſtand. His Covenant is ſure— 
his love unchangeable— his promiſes immutable. Hence the foul 
is excited to confidence, to aſſurance, full aſſurance; yea the fulleſt 
aſſurance of a God of truth, though all preſent appearances ſeem 
againſt it. Then hope dawns in the ſoul, and ve to Jeſus is 
quickened. Holy ſfiame and godly ſorrow, for paſt follies, fil 
the heart, while the Comforter inwardly teſtifies of Jeſus. His 
lavezthow-infinite! his falvation, how perfect! his perſon, how 
precious þ'his promiſes, how reviving! his preſence, how joyful! 
Anckevery thing Which interrupts it, how exceeding. hateful and 
abominhble! For ſuch is Jeſus love, «Weeping may endure for 
a night of deſertion] but joy cometh in the morning” {of his re- 
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APRIL 5. (Sk. LL. 
And the acknowledgement of the truth which is after godlinefs 3 ac- 
cording to the faith of God's ele. Tit. 1. 1. 089] N 
St. Paul, though eminently diſtinguiſhed as an apoſtle of Jeſus, 
yet, in regard to the ſalvation of his own ſoul, his extraordinary 
gifts procured it not. Nor could his former hatred and perſecu- 
tion of Jeſus and his members, fruſtrate the electing love of God, 
or obſtruct the ſovereign operations of the Holy Spirit. But beirg 
choſen of God in Ghrift Jeſus, his heart muſt partake, of the 
precious faith of God's elect. Love, almighty wonderful love, 
ſeized him; Jeſus challenged him as one of his blood-bought 
ſouls ; ftopped him in his mad career; touched his heart, and 
brought him trembling and aſtoniſhed to his feet; and the power 
of faith in his heart is manifeſted by the obedient cry-of his lips, 


> 


„Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” Acts g. 6. 51 
Thus election appears as a doctrine according to godlineſs. 


Faith in the heart is an evidence of intereſt in God's electing love; 
pr it is a ſpecial gift of grace, and is connected with: ſalvation. 
I Eph. 2. 8. Faith proves itſelf to be a genuine grace of the Holy 
X Spirit, for it gloriſies Jeſus ;, ſubmits to and truſts in his righ- 


| teouſneſs for juſtification—pleads his blood for pardon—relizs on 
h I bis all-prevailing- merits and interceſſion. Thus faith gloriſies 
Jeſus as a prieſt ; and alſo honours Jeſus as a king, to rule and 
covern the ſoul ; yields obedience to him as a prophet, to inſtruct 
i WF in the truths of godlineſs. So the believing ſoul is ſtript of every 
f, ſlf-righteous plea; brought as an humble, ſelf-· condemned ſinner, 
iN” the feet of Jeſas; and glories in him, as his only hope for life 
x and whole ſalvation. + „„ 

1d If there is no election of ſinners by God the Father there is no 


le true faith; for ſaving faith is peculiar to God's elect only. Doth 
. any one object, 1 do not believe the doctrine of election.“ 


We can only ſay, we cannot help you - we pity you you do 
4 not Ange 0 5 bible — you do not “yet eee the 
1 truth which is after godlineſs.” The faith of God's elect ſprings 
from God's electing love; has God for its author and finiſher— 
jeſus, his life and death for its object the truths of God's word 
(of are its warrant—God's, promiſe in Chrift Jeſus its ſupport love 
en and holineſs its evidence—ſure and certain glory and ſalvation is: 
em Wits end. Well may this be called precious faith inder. 
21 Whereas mere human faith, as 1t ariſes only from the power of 
His the creature, it centers only in nature and ſelf—talks high of 
was terms and conditions boaſts much of human abilities oppoſes 
ful! free · grace exalts the finner—debaſes Jeſus - denies the impu- 
"; tation of his righteouſneſs—and renders ſalvation not only pre- 
r rious and uncertain, but utterly impoſſible. O ſoul, ſtudy this : 
„ ruth daily! it tends to humility and rejoiciug. By grace! are 
e laved, through faith, and that not of yourſelves, it is the gift 
ef God.“ Eph. 2. 8. | 33535 
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Therefore -with joy ſhall ater, gut 
ſolvation. Ia. 12. 8. 1 MB 8 ter, out: 
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174 boring ide cla 0 s her bel loved 1 ridegroom J Jeſu): een ſhe 
6 s this Joyful < Behold, God ie my fatvai 18 f will truſt 
3 ale not be, afraid : 11 1 the, rd Jehovah. is my ſtrength and 


alſo is become my. ' falvation.” "The claims of the 


4 297 fingers are well leaſing in the fight of God: 80 
they 85251 his word, and Got bim; and 5 joy in heaven 
among the angry . the humble claimants obtain the con- 
. folation and joy the „ Them that honour me 1 will Honour, 
| faich the. Lord,. cercber with joy ſhall they draw,” &c. 
Thi was not to be a tranſient fir of comfort, but an in- 
exhauſtible fountain of joy is opened; to which believers are to 
1 py dai e and draw water with joy out of the wells of falva- 


the Father, is Caſſed, «© the Fountain of living | 


il — . Jer. 2. 13. Salvation takes its firſt ſpring from his 
everlaſtin ing loverris ſecured, by his unalterable covenant, and un. 
0 5 e promiſes. 
70 irit and his grace are called, « à well of water ſpring- 
ing up 5 everlaſting life.“ Jaho 4. 14, He ſhews poor finners 
their want of this living water—its freeneſs and {weetneſs—ſup- 
. plies them, with the bucket of faith to draw with joy, and drink 
out of, This well of falvation was on, * aradiſe : lu 
fireams have run through every ſucceſhve the church. 
Patriarchs, prophets, apoſtles, A cove in 4 Po have had 
their hearts made glad, and their fouls Joyful hereby. 

The everlaſting love of the Father, the rich grace of the Son, 
the exuberant j Joy of the Holy Ghoſt, compoſe 15 wells of (al. 
vation. Yet it is but, one fountain of grace; flowing from the 
divine eſſence; and is communicated to us from the fulnefs of the 

man Jeſus. Hence we are called to, fraw freely” _ joy-—invited 
— — « O friendz, O beloved, drink! > bundancl). 
ant. 5. 1. This fountain is ever free, f A ipexhauftible 
Why, O why. chen axe 5 Tre. 1 do We ever 


TI fa? 


 prriſhing comdorts of 10 1 or Lich 1 4 Whoſoever 
* hgh 1 all giv hm, tl e wt. 
John 4. 14. 
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APRIL 7. (,97,) 5 


3 FATE kt In A805 2 ar ur A. 4 (Eee IA FLAT) . 
Even we have believed in Feſtus Chriſt, that we might 


1 - 
- 


» 


dom. 


* 


Here the, moſt dignificd apoſtle, as well as the moſt obſcure ſin- 


comfort; and for this, as poor needy ſinners, We are conftantly'to cleave 
. 40. Jeſus, from hour to hour. Have we believed, many years ſince, 
that we mighthbe juſtified ? (True, once juſtified, and ever ſa; never af- 


ter condemned, as viewed in Jeſus in the ſight of God; * For who 


hall lay any thing to the charge of God's ele&? It is God that 
. zuftifieth, who is he that condemneth ?” Rom. 8. 34.) Bat how is 


it now in our, conſciences? Faith is a rooted grace in the foul, it 


cannot be loſt. Love is its inſeparable companion: ſweet peace is 


" its, bleſſed. fruit. But, .Do ye now believe?” ſaid jeſus. Have 


vou the love of God in you? doth the ſenſe of peace with 
God, through our Lord Jeſus, Chriſt, abide in the heart? If 
not, intervening: clouds from the world, fin, fatan, or the law, 
- Intercept. the light of God's countenance, and the ſunſhine of his 
love. What then? muſt we live and die without hope? No: 


bleſſed be God, he reſts in bis love: It is ever the ſame. 


Jeſus, ever lives and prays; goſpel-grace is ſtill proclaimed to 
dhe wretched. If we know the truth, we ſhall be refifeſs till we 
have, come, as at rhe beginning, to Jeſus, owning our fin, and 


grieving for our folly, and believe in him that we may be juſti- 


bed, have a freſh ſenſe, of pardon, and peace. “ They that know 
thy name, will put their truſt in thee, for thou, Lord, haft not 
, orſaken them that Teck thee,” Palm 9. 19. de „ 
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APRIL 8. 698) 
Commit thy way unto the Lord truſt in | kim, and 
be Ball bring it to paſs. Plalm 37. 5: 


We are too apt to forget where we are, what we are called to, 
and whither we are going. When we take a ſurvey of the preſent 
ſtate of men and things, and judge according to the appearances 
to nature and ſenſe, and ſee one event happen alike to all, we are 

ready to aſk, what advantage then hath. the chriſtian? or what 
profit is there to the 3 believing ſoul > Much, every way. 
For unto them, chiefly, are committed the lively oracles of Go. 
The bible is an epiſile of love; in which the tender affections of 
our loving Father, the living and dying com paſſions of our elder 
Brother j eſus, breathe in every page. Here we ſee the various con- 
ficke and trials our. former brethren in the fleſh were exercied 
with; how they were ſupported under, and carried through all, 
ſafe to glory; and that by the very ſame grace and power which 
is lil] our happy portion. They, being dead, yet. 
to animate and encourage our hearts to 2 firong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might, . We fee.in them the mexplicable my- 


ſteries of providence unvailed——bow out of the e of nature 


were made ſtrong in grace. | 
It is the glory and excellency of believers to take theirs views, and 
form their judgment from God's truths—to opoſe natura, fenſe and 
feeling to fand ſtill and wait to ſee the ſalvation of God to 
omit no ap _— but to be ine Is eg of God's 
Ritutions 5 -quietly and patiently ſubmitting every iſſue to his 
wiſdom and goodneſs. This io the obedience of faith, and is at- 
— with mo patience of hope, and the iſſue is always deter- 


mined in love: It is impoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe; for it is 


the immutable decree of heaven: All things do work. 

for good to them that love God, and are the called according 
to his purpoſe and grace.” Rom 8. 28. 

| Committing our way to God uaburdens the mind—troſting 
our all to him, makes the heart quite caſy—relying on him, to 
our concerns to paſs, makes the ſpirit joyful. But when 
carnal reaſon is ſuffered to make its report, then, with Jacob, we 
cry, All theſe thin ags are againſt us.” Hence fainting and 
ing come from fcar—fear from doubting-daubting from 
unbelieſ and unbelief chiefly; prevails through. ignorance and 
Inattention to God's word of his covenant love, precious 
| promiſes; and folemn oath in Ohriſt Jeſus. Truſt in the Lord 
| of 8 for with the: Lond: mths is everlafiing Aged.” 

2. 2 4. fs) lick 


ak to us; 
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APRIL 9. 09) - > we 
_ Thou ſtandeſt by faith, Be not high-minded, but fear. 
Rom. 11. 20. \. e 

So we are called upon by the ſpitit of prophefy, „ Behold gire 
the moſt earneſt attention, let this truth ſink deep in your heart] 
his foul which is lifted up is not uptight in him.” Habak. 2. 4. 
Standing by faith, and living by faith, is ever oppoſed to pride, 
vaiti confidence, and an high conceit of our own attainments. 


True faith in Jeſus finks the ſoul in humtlity, works by real love 


to God, is accompanied with 4 child-like fear of offending him, 
and excites to a Pech jealoufy over buf own fouls, left we fall 
fall into fin— fall away from the hope of the goſpel—fall from the 
ecidus pfſvileges of Jeſus, and the comforfing ſenſe of his love, 
ithoat this, what is profeſſion, but an empty name — talking ever 
fs highly, but a ſound of words. pretenſton to the greateſt things, 
but a vain ſhadow, while the ſubſtänce is not eno ye? 
It is the glbtyittg of believers in Jeſus, that they ate t delivered 


out of the hands of their enemies, that they might ſerve God in ho- 


lineſs and righteouſneſs all the days of their hte,“ Luke 1. 74 75. 


and it is added, without fear.” But ate we to caſt off all kind 


of fear to God? No veriſy: no more than faith in him, love to 
him, and hope of enjoying him. One would dread ſuch a ſtate 
moſt of all, the Lord himfelf being judge. Know therefore 
and ſee that it is an evil and bitter thing, that thou haft forſaken 
the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, faith the Lord 
God of hoſts.” Jer. 2. 19. FI 

Glory to Jefus, by his grace the bands of legal bondage are 
broken afunder; the cords of flaviſh fear, of wrath and hell, we 
caſt from us: yet faith and fear go hand in hand. And this is the 
bleſſedneſs of 3 love, and new covenant- „ J, faith 
Jehovah, will pat my fear in their hearts, that they ſhall not de- 
part from me.“ Jer. 32. 40. So ſhall they fear me for ever for their 
good. This is the precious fear the apoſtle exhorts to, which is 
ever to be cheriſhed in the heart, and attended to in one's daily 
walk. A fear of departing from the Lord Jeſus tends to keep the 
foal cloſe to him. Fear of offending cauſes watchfalnefs. H 
in a ſin- pardoning God produceth fear. A ſenſe of pardon in- 
creaſeth it. „ There is forgiveneſs with thee, that thou mayeſt 
be feared.” Pſalm 130. 4. | 2 


= This is our daily duty, to « fanRify the Lord of hoſts himſelf; 


and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.” Ta: 8. 13. 
This is dur evangelical privilege, our higheſt wifdom ; and hence 
we have nothing elſe to fear. For happy is the man tht fear- 
eth always. But be that hardneth his heart [againſt the fear of 


the Lord] ſhall fall into miſchief.” Prov. 28. 14. 
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Remember the word unto t 
thou haſt cauſed me to hope. Plalm 119. 49. 
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Where there is a true knowledge of Jeſus, the eſſential Word. 
there w ilb ber real eſteem for the ſcriptures, the written word of 
Jehovah 3 for the Spirit that dwelt in Jeſus dictated the truths 
concerning him; and it is the ſame Spirit that tellifics, of Jeſus in 
the hearts uf his children. By, the word we are favoured with 


clear ideas, uſt conceptions, and encouraging views ,of the trutbs 


ob: grace and, ſalvation. Hence we have, the. frmeit foundation, 
the ſtrongeſt confidence and fulleſt, aſſnrance to build our faith and 
hope upon, Hence alſo we are embolden'd to draw nigh to a 
throne of grace, to plead our caſe, preſent our diſtreſs, and 
claim, with humble boldneſs, a ſupply for all our need. Now 
when there is a death upon all, comfortable ſenſe and joyful feel- 
ings when all things around us wear a gloomy, afpet——when 
conſcience, within, writes bitter things againſt us—the, law works 
wrath, and its terrors make us afraid —and an inſulting foe, to 
heighten diſtreſs and increaſe our ſorrows, ſtands over us, with 
*<;therez there, ſo would I have it.“ In ſuch a ſeaſon, O it is life 
from the dead, to remember the infinitely tranſcendent love, vic- 
torious toils, triumphant conqueſts of Jeſus over all things for us. 
How joyful to read that all the promiſes center in him; and that 
they are infallibly ſure and certain to all the ſeed—yea and Amen; 
to the glory of God the Father. How eſtabliſhing to hear ſuch 
gracious: words from the mouth of Jehovah, „I, even I am he 
that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions for mine own fake, and will 
not remember thy ſins? Iſa. 43. 25, How powerivily alluring, 
how ſweetly attracting to the affections when, love calls, put 
me in remembrance.” —plead with me—thou. ſhalt, not call in 


vain—I will hear—TI will anſwer thee ? Thus, love, thus grace 


deſcends to the heart; thus it ſpeaks by the word, and thus de- 


fires are kindled in the ſoul, blown into a flame, and aſcend in - 


fervent earneſt prayer and pleading to a faithful, promiſe- fulflling 
: b 3 * 22 ide ii D990! 
- Surely we can never enough prize God's word— ever ſuf- 


- 


1 


feiently adore the Holy Spirit, for the knowledge of Jeſus by the 


word, And if the word of che Lord is our hope, we have 


eternal trutk, everlaſting love, infinite power, and unchangeable 

Faithfulneſs: engaged for us. Whatſoever things wWere written 
aforetime, were written for our learning; that we, through Pa- 
Rom. 15. 4. o to gibi 36 gon o /920bfinns 20 
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APRIL II. ("19 > 1 
FJieſus ſaid unto them, ©* Take heed what ye hear. Mark 4. 24. 
It is our unſpeakable mercy, (it calls for our daily tribute of 
praiſe, and daily ſtudy to e Nhat a free uſe of 'the live- 
ly oracles of truth is. permitted tis. Others are denied this rich 
privilege. Happy for thoſe to whom the word of God is the rule of 
their faith, the light to direct their paths, and the ſtandard where- 
by they try and prove the doctrines they hear, whether they are of 
God or man, The whole truth, as it is in Jeſus; is precious to 
every believer. Faith comes by hearing 5 but then it is the 
word of God. As the ear is thé inlet to the ſoul, we ſnould ever 
take heed what kind of doctrines we hear. Ir was through the 
ear ſatan gained acceſs to the heart of Eve at the beginning, and 
beguiled her by deceitfull whiſpers. St. Paul alludes to this, 2 Cor. 
11. 3. *T fear, leſt by any means, as the ſerpent beguiled Eve 
through his fubtilty, ſo your minds ſhould be corrupted from the 
ſimplicity that is in Chriſt.“ What is this fimphicity'? Even this 
one plain fimple truth, that falvation' is by Jeſus Chriſt only, ac- 
cording tothe everlaiting purpoſe and love of God the Father, reveals 
ed in the word of truth, and applied to the ſoul by the holy Spirit. 
Loſt and periſhing ſinners are the happy ſubjects; but have no 
hand in procuring, or making it effectual; but they are ſaved by 
the election of grace through faith. Whatever doctrines are contra- 
ry to either of theſe points they oppoſe the revealed truths are 
ſabverſive of the plan of ſalvation tend to rob God of his glory 
and his dear children of their comfort and joy of faith. © | 
Therefore, ye diſciples. of the Lamb, take heed 3; beware of 
what you hear. Thefe truths are not merely ſpeculative, or non- 
eſſential, but are the important, fundamental, effenrial truths of 
the goſpel. To oppoſe the doQrine of election, is to deny the 
firſt cauſe of ſalvation, the everlaſting love of God the Father; it is 
to gainſay the prophets, apoſtles, and even our Lord himſelf, 
who ſpake molt clearly and plainly of it. It is to ſet ones-ſelf _ 
| againſt the teſtimony of the Spirit of truth, and ariſeth from hu- 
| man pride, which ever imagines it can do ſomething to procure 
5 God's love. So of the imputed righteouſneſs of Chritt, the ſaints 
ö perſeverance in faith and holineſs. If theſe ſeripture- truths are ma- 
ligned and oppoſed, it is from the ſuppoſed ſelf. ſufficiency and ſelf- 
ene of the creature, in order to eſtabliſh its own righteouſ- 
nels and faithfulneſs. Hence falvation becomes precarious, juſtifica- 
tion impoſſible. This ſtrikes at the root of true holineſs, and tends 
both to preſumption and licentiouſneſs ; for whatever truths are re- 
vealed in the word by the Spirit of wiſdom and truth (and all theſe 
are as though wrote with a ſun- beam) it is that they ſhould be the 
food of our faith, the matter of our ſtudy, the cauſe of humility, 
the confidence of hope, the rejoicing of love, and excitements to 
holineſs. . Approving ourſelves by the word of truth. 2 Cor. 6. 7. 
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| And Foſhua faid unto Achan, My ſon, give, I pray 
thre, plory io the Lord God of Iſrael, and make confeſſion 
unto him. Joſh. 7. 19. A 


The Lord tur God is a jealous God; jealons of his own glory thi 
and his people's good. Sin is contrary to both; therefore he ſo Di 
loves his people, that he will not ſuffer ſin to reign in them. ſtr, 
Wilful allowed fin, however ſecret, he will chaſtiſe for, and bring ge 
the ſoul to confeſſion and repentance: of. Though ſin ſhall nor any 
bring God's dear children to hell, yet it brings a hell into the Pi 
conſeience for. a ſeaſon; it will break the peace of mind, though de 
not break the covenant of peaſdcde. 19! 1 


Wilful tranſgreſſion cauſes the Lord to hide his face, or frown ou! 
upon his dear children. This weakens their hands, dejects their IM 
hearts, and the enemy gets power againſt them. This was the thy 
caſe with; Achan ; therefore the accurſed thing muſt be found out, ſtr 
confeſſed and put away. Methinks Achan's caſe ſhould remind of 
the believer of his carnal ſinful nature. It is from henee ſpring ad 
all his troubles. Indulging its ſinful motions, brings grief to the dil 
ſoul—encouraging an opinion of its goodneſs and righteouſneſs, .D 

is diſſembling with God, hiding ſomewhat in the tent, which is ho 
abominable to him, and which robs him of his glor. de 
+ The fleſh; with its luſts and corruptions, though we may think on 


of it as Achan, of the Babyloniſh garment, that it is goodly, yet WV 
is accurſed by the law of God. Therefore we are exhorted, tr 
through the Spirit, „to crucify the fleſh, with the affections and H 
luſts.” Like the wedge of gold, and the ſhekels of ſilver, all muſt vo 
be given up; we muſt retain none of its riches and treaſures, ; 
Ho often has our fleſh made our hands hang down, and our 


knees faint; and our hearts troubled ? | 


ws 


gs 
a: It 
O chriſtian! thou ſon of the moſt high, give glory to the Lord ſh; 
God of Iſraẽl hide nothing in thy earth; in thy vile nature from an 
thy Lord and 3 confeſſion unto ſeſus of all that is in W] 
| thee, vile and abominable, wretched and hell-deſerving as thou di 
| art by nature give Jeſus all the glory of redemption and falva- liy 
| tion expect no good from the fleſh, in the pleaſufes and enjoy- in 
ments of ſenſe . ſeek it all in Jeſus; and from his Spirit. As Ac- ch 
han troubled Iſrael, he muſt therefore periſh in the valley of Ac- Fr 
d chor. So, chriſtian, the fleſh that troubles thy Spirit, is ſhortly to 
fall and die under the ſentence for ſin. But, ſaith the Lord, m 
| I will give the valley of Achor-[trouble] for a door of hope.” co 
| Hoſea. 2. 1. Though ſown in diſhonour, it ſhall: be raiſed in de 
| glory, for,/ ſaith Jeſus, “ I am the reſurrection and the life,” John thi 
| 11. 25. C ai DEEDS 3765 E pl 
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APRIL 13. ( 103) | 
Therefore wwe ought to give the more earneſt heed to 

the things we have heard, left at any time we ſhould 

let them flip. Heb. 2. 1. 


The body receives little nouriſhment, if its food haſtily paſs 
through it. To health and firength proper digeſtion is e 
Divine truths, eagerly heard and ſoon forgot, do not comfort, nor 
ſtrengthen the ſoul. When the babe Jeſus was lying in the man- 
ger, and the ſhepherds had told the glorious things they had ſeen 
and heard concerning him, many wondred. But it was the hap- 
pineſs of the virgin mother, „ ſhe kept all theſe things, and pon- 
dered them in her heart.” Luke 2.19. We can never be com- 
fortable in Jeſus, but while the truths. concerning him dwell in 
our minds. | 0 P80) un 

Many complain of bad memories. They can retain but little of 
the doctrines of grace. True, ſeſus ſaves none for the fake of a 
ſtrong memory 3 neither will his loving heart caſt off any becauſe 
of a weak one. Yet it is our daily intereſt to take the wholeſome 
advice which che Spirit of wiſdom dictates. His word is our 
direction. His gracious cautions are neceſſary to prevent evils. 


The means he teacheth, are profitable to the ſoul's health. It be- 


hoves us to give the molt earneſt heed to the truths of Jeſus—they 
demand all our attention—pondering them in our minds—dwelling 
on them in our hearts, continually tend through grace to keep us 
watchfyl againſt what would rob us of their comfort, and to 
ſtrengthen our memories, to retain the ſweet ſenſe of them. 
Hence a holy fear will be excited, leſt we at any time loſe the ſa- 
vour of them from our hearts. | | "EN 

Sudden flaſhes of comfort, haſty tranſports of joy, are dubious 
as to their cauſe, often followed by ſevere attacks from the enemy. 
It is by the word of truth we are to try them; and it is by that we 
ſhall be able to ſtand. The goſpel of grace inſpires with courage, 
and through the knowledge of Jeſus we ſhall conquer. That Spirit, 
which excites to diligence and care, will eſtabliſh in the truth. Stu- 
dious fouls, in the ſchool of Jeſus, make the moſt eſtabliſhed and 
lively diſciples. | The oppoſition of enemies to the truths of ele&. 
ing love, Jeſus? righteouineſs, the final ſalvation of his redeemed 
children, &c. ſhall do us no harm. This ſhall be over-ruled by 

race to the rooting and eſtabliſhing the faith of God's children. 
The oak is rooted ſtronger, by the blaſt that ſhakes it. The 
more we ſee of the evil of ſin, the pride and unbelief of our 
corrupt natures, and the ſubtle devices of ſatan, ſo much the more 
dear and precious ſhall we eſteem the doctrines of free grace, and 
the ſalvation of Jeſus. And we ſhall prove ourſelves his true diſci- 
ples, If we hold faſt the confidence, and the rejoicing of the 
hope firm unto the end.“ Heb. 8. 6. | | 
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Jot of that champion of Jeſus of bleſſed memory, Luther, it excited tec 
2 holy fear and jealouſy. in, his heart, which made him cry out, de 
*« Lord, I Will not de put off wich theſe' things "However | Þ 
Plestent and, aprecable worldly proſperity may be tg the fleſh, i an 
yet indulging. and pampering the body overſpreads and feeds 10 
many diſorders. and humours, which are deſtructive to the health My: 
of the ſoul. The body without exerciſe ' naturally loſes its an 
ſtrength and vigor. Afflictions are the exerciſe of the ſoul; ani 
though they be Frese becauſe grievous to the fleſh, yet are they | 
_ "profitable. to the ſpirit; or elſe not one of God's dear children we 
Thould know wht a ſingle trouble is; for chey are all the allot- for 
ments of covenant love. In our prayers we too often imitate 15 
ames and John, „we know not what we aſk.” We aſk amiſs, and the 
yet are ready to complain that the Lord doth not anſwer vs ac- bu 
cording to our deſire; though the very thing we have ſought T 
would have proved as a ſerpent, to bite and deſtroy us. my 
O what patience doth our God and Father exerciſe towards the Hal 
froward diſpoſitions of his dear but untoward children! Tt would HY 
be bad for the beſt of us, if we were our own carvers. Let Peter loy 
have his requeſt and Jeſus ſhall not die; then Peter and every 
ſoul of man muſt. have periſhed. It is our mercy that the Lord 
ſometimes anſwers prayers with denials; he moſt bleſſes vs by not 
granting our petitions. Saints long and pray to be intirely de- 
livered from the body of fin, but though the Lord doth not take 
it away, yet he gives what is better, grace to ſubdue our corrup- 
tions; and withal, ſubdues pride, and keeps the ſoul dependent 


upon himſelf; which is beſt of all. Thy will, thy glory ſhould 
ever ſet bounds to our petitions. The health and proſperity of 
the immortal ſoul, is infinitely to be preferred to the enjoyment 
.and happineſs of the periſhing body. oy clothing, with empty 
pockets and a lean ſtarving body, is a diſtreſſed condition. ut 
dow much more deplorable? how awfully" to be dreaded the fate 
of many profeſſors? They have got what they eagerly fought, 
age requeſted ; the riches, hdnodrs, and'Þredfires of this 
"world. © But alas! their precious ſouls' are in a*lean; ftarving, 
23 thin bl; If £Þ0 357 2 . r, een „ 
Raine condition. Can the comforts and oys of A Periſhing 
STYLING SPBv cog 37 32) IHR 2 * of God's 10d Arbe re 25 
oxld .compeniate the want of a ſenſe of God's love, ' the” revivin 
THEE of 0 ohe W ape, e Fellowſhip" of the 
= ol GRAN?” Hearken diligently ufits' me,; Lat chat which is 
good, and let your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs.“ Iſa. 55. 2. 
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Then opened be their. u derhanding that ht 
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Though Jeſus had captivated the heart, and een * affeckions 
of his 4057 3870 himſelf, 7 his ſofferings and death yet they 
ſeemed to. h little know! ledge” in the m yflet ies 6 His king - 
9 the myſtery of it Iniquit which ce in chem n f de 
ut Weak in their underſtanding of t the holy ſc 71 7 "Hence 
aroſe their. diffidence and ſuſp) ICONS, deen him: he left them 
1 throus h fear and un elief, and he 54k thetn full of un⸗ 
reaſonab Ene c ven. For this he! Teprovest em actin 
and ignorance, there was a ſweet and ſecret confidence in their” 
hearts. Jeſus; bad apprehended them as priſoners of, love and they 
were kept by an inviſible power, that they might a pprch N 
for which 3 they were a apprebended of Chrift. "Thous K 15 
made the hearts of two of his diſciples *<burn within" them, _ 7e 
there was more warmth than light; a tranſient heat of  afreAtiony 
but not a, ſetiled underſtanding and ence in the Ede. 
Thus it is with many. of the lande op the flock. ws, - have been 
taught to call, << Jo Lord by the Holy Ghoſt.” | feel ſome 
Fas of 7. mfort, but they are oftner exerciſed 125 troubles, 
ubts and f fears, jealouſies and ſurmiſes. But as the Saviour hath 
loved them, and called them to himſelf, he Will eſtabliſm Fee 
hearts 1 20 the Fun He not only warms the affections, but 0 
the underſtanding. Many miſtake here: Not the heat of "ole 
a ions 1 to overn us, 5 our underſtanding of the {criprites. 
] 2 On, -our faith is ſrengthened—our judgment Eee : 
ur love W hearts  comforted—ouy holineſs Dro 
Jeſus honoured the ſcriptures of truth; ſo te = 


55 Yi r e bleſſing to his weak but fincere diſciples. | 


oving inſtruction of His Spirit, As new-born babes 
the ches milk. of the worg, , that they may, grow thereby.” . 
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earth to increaſe apd flourifh.” As in the creation of nature, 


ApRII. 16. 


( 106.) — 


But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and ge cur 
Jef rift to bim be glaxy k ath now and ever. 2 Pet. 3. 18 


Becauſe there is danger of chriſtians being led away by the error 
of the wicked-one, and of declining in the good ways of the 
'Lord, and falling from the ſtedfaſigzis of faith which they had 
once at 3 therefore exhortations are highly expedient to warn 
them of danger, and to ſtir yp and quicken their ſouls, to ſlronger 
and more lively exerciſes of faith and love. 'The exhortatians of the 
word apd the influences of the Spirit cauſe new-bern: fouls tg, grow 

I increaſe with the increaſe of God. Like as the reviving ſhowers 
rainy and the warm influences of the fun, cauſe the N of 0 

in 
 creatian chers is a growth. and increaſe. It therefore. be- 
follower of the Lamb to conſider this matter—to be ear- 


Bares every 
d, that his hands do not hang 


neſt in . wreſtle with his 1 


nor his Knees grow faint; but that « he may be ſtrong in the 


grace 2 — kak: 8 

To know W of God, is our ſpecial mercy. 
Ta Q grow more W 1 e free · grace truths, the righ, ever- 
lating, la ſoveteign love of God the Father, this is qur 
8 Vets, our higheſt joy on earth. All! this grace of che 


o us finners through the knowledge of Jeſus 


che by Rn. If thqu haſt experienced a little of this, ſpecial 


grace—haſ} a little knowledge of this precious Saviour; in this 

S thy preſent bleſſedneſs, peace and joy. But alas! what is thy 
ow and experience of it, but like. a drop of water to the vait 
ocean ? Boh not thy ſoul, like David, ſtill « long after the water 
_ thai is at the well of Bethlehem?“ 1 Chron. 11. 17. Art thou not 
ering out, I thizit for more ſatisfying 1 that I may dai - 
iy drink. deeper i into the grace of God and knowledge of Jeſus ? 
Such, is the nature of gr —4 ſuch the deer of the Enowledge of 
Jeſus; it creates an infatjable deſire, hunger and thirſt in the foul 
after larger. meaſures FN greater. increaſe of it. Nor'can the believ- 
ing babe in'Chrift reft ſatisfied till he comes in the unity of faith, 


and in the knowledge of the Son af God, unto a perfect man, * unto 


the meaſqre of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt.” Epheſ. 4. 13. 
New-born babes in Chriſt are exhorted to « defire the fincere mill 
of the word, that they may grow thereby.” ” x Pet. 2. 2. The bud 
of _ grace ſhall "bloſſom and bear ripe fruit. The ſmalleſt 


knowledge of Jeſus ſhall be increaſed. until faith is loſt in fight, 


and hope is ſwallowed: up in fruition ; and the love of 152 unſeen Je- 
ſas on earth ſhall ripen into the fulleſt enjoyment of his preſence in 


| Heaven. And all chis to the glory of God the e a * 


us FIT. in the beloved. _ bs Ge 5c 


„ LA 


4 


2 * 


AprIL 17. (6107) 


F N- IE. 0 EP T «E Q 949. 7 


%% nt on 8. 4 


N * 
* 


For ye were as ſpesp going aftray, but are how 
returned to the Shepherd and Biſhop of your Souls. 
e PAL 7 OR n ha 12 


Scripture alluſions continually remind us, That ſalvation is not 
of him that willeth, nor of him chat runneth, but of God who 
1eweth mercy.” Therefore not unte us, not to our free- 
will, but to thy free · grace, O Lord, be all the glory! Bhs that. 
poor filly creature, a ſheep, we are naturally prone to. ſtray into all 
:inds of danger, but unapt. to return of ourſelves :. We never will, 
all the ſhepherd ſeeks us. We have turned every one to his own 
the wolf. of prey —blinded by pride, ſelf-will, and elf. righteo 

neſs—delighted in our diſtance from the good ſbepberd-and 
pleaſing. ourſelves in feeding on carnal luis and ſenſual vanities, 
while our poor fouls were in a ſtarving periſhing condition. Un- 
pay love the ſheep's wounds are healed by the fk herd's 


14 


* 


And all this proclaimed by the ſhepherd's voice. But, Oh! what 


fools! how flow of heart to believe this?” This keeps many poor 
ſheep from returning to Jeſus: and thoſe that have heard his voice 
and are returned Eos do not keep ſo cloſe to him as is their in- 
tereſt and happineſs. The loving Shepherd complains of this, Jer. 
2. 31. © Have | been a barren wilderneſs unto you, O ye ſhee 

of my paſture?” No, truly: our ſouls can never be healthy an 

thriving, but while we have our Shepherd in view, and are feeding 
in the green paſtures of his love, by the ſtill, waters of hs ſalva- 
BL inde ao | 3 8 
It behoves Chriſts ſheep to conſider daily, how dear they ire to 
him what ſweet. relation he ſtands in to them what love an 


— 


care he has for them—that ſo Jeſus may be more endeared io 
tbem.—his paſtoral inſtructions, cautions and directions ay 


influence. their walk and converſation. For the adverſary is ever 
5 upon our. treacherous nature, to make . us e . 
Jeſus, otherwiſe than a faithful ſhepherd, and loving overſcer,. tha 


1 * 


eee 


to. and enjoy him. We are not ignorant of ſatan's devices”, 
g * * > 2 | 2 | | * 8 


- Cor, 2. 11. 


| The Lor | wy Shepherd is, 453 4.006 Ir Ser 1 20 aft E 48 * I IF; 
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dd nirhul, iy whom ye. were callad uo the le fel : 
| Towſhip of Son Feſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. 1. 9... 


We we entertaia hotions of ga God out of Chrift; it can af. 
n demfurt to che miad to hear of God's faithfulneſs. Nay, 
Y «ICs dot blind to our Rare; as ſinnrrs, the thought would fil 
een aten und horror. For hob awful, how terrifying is that 
#: ftom à faithful 'God;':rthatthe! will by no means 
dee ge OI 3i7Bur to know, that che Lord 
ſo,j] Gel he 1s God, faithful God . who keepeth 'cove- 
anant und mercy wih them that ee him and keep his command- 
wehe we oaſind eee Deut. 5: 9. this is the life 
Ganers fouls ] this is the joy of their hearts. For when- 
— wFtbb covenant) it reminds of>Jeſus: the mediator— 
Vl, iGodiwOhriſt=a God of love —a reconciled God and Father. 
owe have no immediate acceſs to the Father, but by his Son 
Jeſus iſ" yet being called into fellowſhip,” intercourſe, famili- 
'arity ande ſweet converſe with Jeſus by faith, then we have free 
"Sek 26! the Father's throne of grace,” and his heart of love. We 
_-2glory'm his _— and preeious' promiſes, and triumph in his de- 
1. fuithfulneſß and truth. For theſe: ſoul-comforting, 
* en we nen o the e and be- 
18 K — of God, iche 8 of all preſent grace; 
the! ſerarity of future glory. Many weak diſciples are es 
wich dark and diſturbing thoughts in this matter Their hearts 
re not carried up to reſt in the love of the Father; here all is ſe- 
rene and quiet; but they reſt below in the regions of doubts and 
- fears, ftorms and clouds. Their fouls may be- exerciſed; and often 
_ diſtreſſed}; but they are fafe, becauſe called to the knowledge, 
; faith, and fellowſhip of their elder Brother Jeſus.” This is of the 
Jove of the Father through the of the Spirit. And God is 
* FaithfuÞto his covenant, Non E his people in him, to his 
5 to them, und work in them. For whom he calls, them he 
Sloriſies. Faithful to ſupport them under all prefent: dejections of 
ind and finking of ſpirita- Faithful to-preſerve tem in all 

7 times of danger, and to give them ber e, ee e 
ee 

ng! 
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. bat ſhall we ſay then? ſpall we continue in ſin tbat 
grace may abound ? Rom. G. 1. . \ ' \ e N N Ne 
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f. Beeliever in Jeſus, what are the thoughts of thy mind what 1 
y. the anſwer of thine heart this 1 regard to thy walk and con- 9 
ill du in life, from the important doctrines of grace ? Canſt chou ſay i 
at -the- everlaſting love of God the Father, reigning through the „ 
Ns righteouſneſs of Jeſus. unto eternal life, manifeſted}; in the golpel, | 
fd and applied by the Holy Spirit through faith? hath this che 
e- leaſt tendency to give reins to thy luſt, to open a wide door of 
d- - keentiouſneſs, and to encourage thee to continue in ſin? doth the 
fe belief of the guilt of ſin, being atoned by the precious blood 
n- of jeſus, influence thee to the love of ſin? doth the knowledge of 
— the imputation of jeſu righteouſneſs unto juſtification. of liſe, tend 
er. to make thee delight in unrighteouſneſs, and unholineſs of life ? 
on By no means: God forbid! To bring ſuch an hainous charge 
li- againſt divine truths, O what daring impiety! What horrid blaſ- 
8 phemy! beware of ſuch a thought; indulge it not one moment; 
Ve It comes from the adverſary of all truth; it impeaches the wiſdom 
le- and holineſs of the Spirit of truth; ſor he reveals theſe ſoul · ſaving, 
g. Chriſt glotifying. God - honouring truths, and by his gracious! gift 
e- of faith ſinners receive and embrace them. But to what end? 
Hereby they ſee the diſplay of juftice—mercy triumphing in 
e; righteouſneſs their ſouls eſtabliſhed in a ſenſe of peace and par- 
ed don — and moſt powerfully influenced by the Spirit of truth to the 
rts love of perſonal holineſs and obedience. - Sooner aſeribe midnight 
o. darkneſs and winter's froſt to the ſource of light, and heat the fun, 
nd than once imagine, O ſoul, the grace of God leads to ſin, or 
en the aboundings of grace to a continuance in ſin. No; this is 


through aboundings of luſt and corruption: ſo ſaith James, chap. 
he 1. 15. When juſt hath conceived: it brings forth ſin. But 
is grace conceived in the heart brings forth holineſs . | 
his The greater diſcoveries of God's love, the clearer views of the „ 
he fulneſs of the redemption by jeſus Chriſt, and the certain ſalvation * 1 
of of Believers: thereby; as theſe are given. by the word of God's 1 
all Ia grace, and the Spirit of all truth, ſo their native influence; upon 
ur. zuthe ſoul is to the fruits of righteouſneſs, and the abounding of 
Ie» 80 il halineſs in heart and life. O may the chearing light 
of truth be ever accompanied with the warm influences of the 
Sun of righteouſneſs upon the heart. . 
ts, ding 7800 het Stef, Lu0) yo, ee brief Acne dd graft word kb 46Q 


Them malt we beſt proclaim abroad When his faleatioh reigps wthis, 


The honouts of our Saviour GO, And grace ſubdues che pow r of link? 
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He hath choſen us in him, before the foundation of the world. 

So the apoſtles wrote and pteached, to comfort and eftabliſh Je 
their brethren in the faith of Chriſt, in the love of God, and in | 
the fanctification of. the Spirit unto all true holineſs. The elec- un 
tion of ſinners, by God the Father, in Chriſt Jeſus from ell eter- a P 
nity, is the foundation from which all faith and hope ſpring. If anc 
. this truth is rejected, the atonement of Jeſus is made precarious ; fin 
the work of the Spirit is made .uncertain—ſalvation doubtfal-— | rat 

. Faith is made void—the' promiſe of none effet—and the hope of ma 
falvation depends on the will and power of ſinners, inftead-of the the 
grace and truth of God. But in every age men of corrupt minds, anc 
deſtitute of the truth, have oppoſed; God's ſovereign grace and Anc 
eternal. e God. hath. ſuffered it, „ that thoſe who are day 


aptprs ved might be made manifeſt.“ 1 Cor. 11. 19. Humble, it 
Femptied finvers,, who are poor in ſpirit, and lowly in their hol 
own. eyes, pla | 
ſchemes of ſelf-confidence are ſet, up to eſtabliſh. vain hopes, and 
ſlf-righteous pleas," in oppoſition. to the traths of God: If it 
were poſlible, io deceive the very elect of God.“ Matt. 24. 24. 
But his love towards his children is too great to ſuffer it. And 


eyes, | plainly. diſcern What ſyſtems of human pride, What 2 
fin- 
yet 

they do well to take heed to the true light of electing grace and ſin 
lui 
mo 
to 

] 
nat 
do! 


love; which ſhineth with ſuch glory, peace and love in the perſon 
of Jeſus, to the comfort of their ſouls, through the faith of him. 
Beware of men; call no man Rabbi;” faith our divine 

teacher. Yet faith Paul to his ſon Timothy, The things which 
thou haſt heard of me, the ſame commit thou to faithful men; 
who ſhall be able to teach others alfo.” 2 Tim. 2. 2. So aftand- 
ing, miniſtry hath been eſtabliſned, whom God hath ſent forth in Fat 
every ape to preach, boldly to preach the God-glorifying, ſoul- an 
humbling, faith-eſtabliſhing, fin-ſubduing truths - of the goſpel. | not 
Human compoſitions, agreeable to God's truth, are precious; as not 
they are made eftabliſhmg to the faithful. Thanks to God for eve 
thoſe ſweet and comfortable words of the 17th article of the ſtri 

eſtabliſhed church. Our pious reformers ſay, The godly con- urg 
ſideration of predeſtination, and our election in Chriſt, is full of ple 
ſweet, pleaſant, and unſpeakable comfort to godly perſons, and rig 
ſuch as feel in themſelves the working of the Spirit of Chriſt, mor- Th 
 rifying the works of the fleſh and their earthly. members; and Th 
drawing up their minds to high and beavenly things. It doth Th 
greatly eſtabliſh and confirm their faith of eternal falvation, to be 'Th 
enjoyed- through Chriſt. It doth fervently kindle their love to- for 
wards God.“ Here are bleſſed ſcriptural marks of a true chriſtian: for, 
if thou findeſt them in thine own heart give God the glory of pan 
electing love; and * hold faſt this form of ſound words in 

faith and love. 2 Tim. 1. 13. 3 8 


APRIL 21. (Fier) 


If any man in we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, 1 John 2. 1. | 


in the glaſs of God's holy and righteous law we fee what an 
unholy and unrighteous thing ſin is: it is hateful in the eyes of 
a pure God; therefore it has ſeparated between God and the ſinner, 
and tends to his eternal deſtruction. The goſpel in no wiſe readers, 
ſin leſs odious to'God—lefs hainous in his fight; far from it Lea, 
nather it paints ſin in the blackeft colours, and ſhews its deepeſt 
malignancy, by the gracious method of its atonement. View 
the holy Lamb ſuffering for ſin on the croſs; ſee the ſtreaming blood 
and hear the direful agonies of the Son of God on account of fin; 
and ſay, O believer, is ſin à little matter, a trifling thing? Learn 
daily ſin's evil by its remedy—its poiſon by its antidote - the hell 
it deſerved by the perſon who redeems: And ever, O my foul, 
hold faſt this as a ſacred truth, though God loves thy perſon in 
Chriſt Jeſus, yet he hates thy ſins though reconciled to thy ſouF 
through; the Son of his love, yet he never can be reconciled ta 
n— though at peace with thee 1 the blood of the croſs, 
yet ever at enmity againſt thy ſins. Hence the beloved diſciple 
declares, Fheſe things write I unto you, little children, that ye 
in not.“ Beware of fin as the worſt evil; watch againſt fin, 
ſive againſt it, oppoſe, reſiſt it in the power 5 as your 
moſt deadly e worlt enemy; moſt hateful and diſpleaſing 
e e „ )))), ̃ rn fl 
But if any man ſin (for none are perfectly free from ſin in their 
nature, nor wholly exempt from it in their practice) muſt he Tie 
down and deſpair? No: We have an advocate with the 
Father:” Jeſus Chriſt pleads the cauſe of ſinners, though he is not 
an advocate for fin, for he is the righteous. Therefore he doth 
not deny the charge that we are ſinners—doth not plead” for us, 
not guilty in ourſelves; he extenuates none of our fins, but owns 
every accuſation brought into court againſt us by a perfect law and 
ſtriẽt juſtice; with every aggravating circumſtance which can be 
urged; and againſt all that law and juſtice can charge upon us, he 
pleads his ow,õn undertaking—his life and death—his blood his 
righteouſneſs. His people have finned ; his blood hath atoned. 
They have contracted guilt; he hath ſuffered the puniſhment. 
They have deſerved the curſe of the law; he has bore it for them. 
They have deſerved hell; he has opened the kingdom of heaven. 
They are unrighteous in themſelves ; Jeſus hath falfilled the law. 
for them, and clothes them with his perfect righteouſneſs, There- 
fore he pleads that fin may not be imputed to them; but that 
bew of ſin and peace of conſcience may be beſtowed upon them 
y the word and Spirit; and that they may be ſanctified in him, 
and glorified with him, | | : 
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Me foul of the Bupyarl Jofoinb und bpb nothing,” but 
tte ſeul of the di —_— ſhall de mine fat. Prov. 13. 4. 
atem 7891: viborduo! 100 57s i900 ©) erer; 
Ts buſy ſcenes Df. life, in the awful: moments of Jeb, the "i 
Ke proteſiqr, as wall as the profligate and profane, will confeſs they 
delwe to,eſcape milery.and-woe,...and enjoy heaven,and happineſs. 
But alas l how vain and fruitleſs are ſuch deſires ? If theſe may be cal 
led good deſires, the way to hell'is. paved with/them,” faith an 
ancient father of the church. But in this, zhe-wiſdom of the children 
ef God is manifeſted. They are diligent: in the uſe of ſuch means, 
Wh ich, through the an the-Holy bn will be crowned with 
a bleſſed end. They, * in-defiring, hut poſſfſſing; not in 
wiſhing, but 1 They find and feel their ſouls want continual 
ſupplies, of f om Jeſus, ſupport from his promiſes, nouriſhment 
tom his word Ae ordinances, and life fram his Spirit: and as their 
deſires are quickned, their diligence is drawn out after theſe things. 
Truth and wiſdom declare, they ſhall-not barely be kept from 
farving, zul preſerved alive, like Pharaoh's lan Eibe, but ſhall be 
fed and nouriſhed, yea like healthy: ſheep in rich paſtures, they ſhall 
grow fat. Here is encouragement for chy diligence; here is a ſpur 


to thy activity, O diſciple. lere is the . of thy Lord. Where 


is thy faith ? Poſt thou perceive thy ſoul decline, inſtead of growin 

fat? Do luſis and corruprions gai gain ground, and the love of the worl 
t the aſcendancy of the love of the Father in thy poor heart? Is 
edge of thy ſpiritual appetite palled ? and can'ſt thou not taſte, 
ſeed. nor feaſt on the rich repaſt of Jeſus redeeming love as hereto- 
fore? wherefore is this? Haſt thou not reaſon to charge thyſelf 
with oth and indolence? Haſt thou not been ſleeping on thy bed 
of eaſe, when thou mighteſt have been ſeeking the food of thy 
ſoul? Indulging thy periſhing body, when thou wighteſt have uſed 
means for ſeaſting thy immortal ſpirit? if ſo, the word of grace, 
aud the teſtimony of thy conſcience, con convicts thee, that this is not 
right, thou oughteſt.to take ſhame to thyſelſ: ſurely it is thy duty 

to humble. thyſelf, and to call upon the Spirit t -quicken. thee. 
Though ſaved in the Lord Jeſus.with an everlaſting ſalvation; yet by 


bis ward and Spirit thou art called «to Bait dili 2 — make thy 


calling and ion ſure, and in this wa t he Lor N 

| bo love, and make them fa in the conſolat his grace. | 
20 5 bos. l avods 5 _ iſs T6 waz 7 b« % 

| Aſpire, my ſoul to glorious deeds, © ſell, and pow'rs un- 
The Captain of ſalvation leads; Ka, 5 : 


March on, not fear to win the day; Put all heir forins of miſchief on, 
Thy” 06nk-und bullies —— I ſhall be ſafe; for Chrift! Sw - 
ef gulE ia vol 21 Sabtion by Beer aden grace. 
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our God: We know why God dwelt in fleſh, and the e 


ed was manifeſt in the fab. 1 Tim. 3. . wy als 
The truths of the goſpel are undoubtedly g reat myſteries. We 
have naturally no ideas of their exiftonce,” but bein g phirty reveal- 
ed by che Spirir of truth, they eeate to be lic from 3 
and in this feſpect they are fo longer ſector myſteries in their mar- 
ter, but plain and open truth. Tyte, the tnanner of their exiſtence 
is ineomprehenſble to reaſon: In-chis they will ever remain — — 
ries to us. Therefore the ſons of hatural pride and ipnore ect 
and diſbelieve them; while —— children of wiſdom” and hom: = 
eſteem the whole myſtery of gad lineſs; every bible: truth; as the 
eious object of cheir faith. == be Got, our comfort and falvas 
tion lies in believing, not in explaining. The chriſtian; Hlte the pro- 
phet Jeremiah, being born of te Spirit, 4s a man of ftrife and 
contention with the whole earth: Jer. 15. f. All in nature und 


carnal reaſon are in arms zg e ute he believes. Becauſe he 


earneſt] nicer fly contends for them; he will ever find controverſy and: fer- 
ngs from mort of eorrupt minds deſtitute of the truth: Hits 

zeal — re 1s hows commendable; only" let it be in, e e 
What the Lord harh taught in Ms Word, we implicitly receive a 


the food of our fouls.” This is bur itriple aufer, o dne Cock of this 


ld, and to the wife diſputer of this age! We cannöt e. 
dend b how God dwelt in fleſh, But we are fufty afſured the did! 
have the fulleſt proof of it in his word; and his wordt is trüch r. And 
itis the very life of our fouls, and ide joy of our hearts, to betieve 


he hath: accompliſhed hereby. Of this alſo we are perſe 
We believe it from the fame infallible teſtimony. To che faith of 


this we have the inward witneſs of the Spirit alſo. God, known in 


the fleſh; beheld in human form, viewed in dur nature, ib the ver | 
eſſence of our faith ; we partake its bleſſiugs and experience ĩts com- 
forts. Hence ſpring + the affored pardon of all our fins, theacceptanceaf 

perſons, 8 of Gur ſouls, and ſure and certain ho 
blen life and glory, to the ſe and decree of 
everlaſtinig covenant grave? to t e glory of e ever: bleſſed Nm. 
ty, aũck to the comfort and ſal vation ot loft — Thus faints are 
called into one body 9 by one Spirit, have dne hope, one Ltd, 
one faith, one baptiſm, went, one riphteouſneſs; one God 
and Father 3 all, who i is above all, and I of all, and in them 
all.“ Ephef. 4. . "oy 0 * DL vr ung. 
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Mortab with b 19 0 Archangels leans 2. 
a eternakFa er a ny Sann, Tochkann org fiet here and tl f 
deſcending Qed, | 


How full of tooth! chow ul of.grave'! The loves of our. 
When thro his eyes the Soden ſhone. The glories of Emanuel, 


P 


APRIL 24. 6114) 


I keep under my body, and bring it into ſubjedtion. 
{Car 9.25.55 fo me nee 


The negle& of this brings on leanneſs af ſoul. If this enemy 


death. To gratify and fulfil them is very pleaſing and delightful 
to nature and enſe. But how awfully ſubverſive of the comforts 


"= 
4 


ſoul. There is 1 irreconcileable enmity between the fleſh and 
the ſpirit—the old 


thine, O Jeſus, is the power. 
Juſtification; but has alſo a lively dependence on Chriſt for every 
2P | 

af fl a lazy languid ſtate, but cauſes the ſoul to aſpire after 


Who rules his people by his word, 
He ſets his kindeſt promiſes, 8 
| 21634-1972 lch 


APRIL 25, 33 (3113) 
be Lord will not caſt off bis people, neither will be 


forſale his inberitance. Pſalm 94. 14. 


A meteor will expire when the earthly matter is ſpent that 
maintained the blaze for a time. Profeſſion may carry to an hig 

elevation. Perſons may appear as fixed ſtars, in the church of 
Chriſt; but time may diſcover them to be no other than ſhining 
meteors, or ſhooting and falling ſtars. Vea, angels have not 
kept their firſt eſtate. But the Lord's choſen people is his portion; 
the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt the church of Chriſt : 
All thoſe: that be planted in the houſe of the Lord ſhall flouriſh 
in the courts of our God.“ Pſalm” 92. 13. Here is the conſola- 
tion of Chriſt, the comfort of love, the fellowſhip of the Spirit, 
« He that believeth in Jeſus ſhall be ſaved;“ not for days, months, 


years, but ſaved with an everlaſting ſalvation. For ſuch are the 


objects of the everlaſting love of an unchangeable God, Who will 
never caſt off or forſake them. ©, e 
David knew that friends had caſt him off; yea father and 
mother might forſake him-—his frames and feelings had forſaken 
him his joys had withered, and his comforts ſeemed all blaſted 


in an hour; but ſays he, age and obſervation have fully confirmed 
me in this truth, I never ſaw the righteous forſaken of his 
God??? Though he fall he ſhall not be utterly caſt down.“? 


Why ſo? Truly, | faith he, The Lord upholdeth him with his 
band.“ Pfalm 37. 24, 25. Falls may wound the ſoul, bruiſe 
the ſpirit, cauſe ſinkings of heart, dejections of mind; ſatan may 
ſadly daub and beſpatter the poor child of God, and endeavour to 
perſuade him that he is in ſuch a condition that his Father doth 
not know him — will not own him. The Lord help us to fear 
ſuch a ſtate, and to watch and pray, that we may ſtand! Yet the 
Lord will not caſt” away his people whom he did foreknow : nor 
forſake his choſen inheritance: There is balm in Gilead. Jeſus is 
the ſciful Phyfician— he will heal and reftore his beloved mem- 
bers he knows them —he loves them—they are his property. 
Ochow ſhould: this endear Jeſus to our ſouls! cauſe us to cleave 
unto him with full purpoſe of heart: Embitter fin, and cauſe us to 
cxy-continually,”'s Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my foot - 
„ mien ho he es HY 09 Re ORs 
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Praiſe to the goodneſs of the Lord, Whence then ſhould doubts and fears 
1 5 ariſe ? \ jt : f 95 Ly & 5 452 a : 

And there, as ſtrong as his decrees, , Why trickling ſorrows. drown our eyes ? 
Slowly, alas, our mind receives 


Ae 197 11 Tahhe comforts that dür Saviour gives. 
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Avprix 26. (4116) 
Y; IO BITS dy SIND It 


\* Rejeicing ix es wich Sn iribuldtions continuing 
_ in prayer. Rotu. 3 12. ct ou As wr 


is The ove brings mY fm w bopeleſß I into a hopeful fare, _ 
from. independent one. We are never to expect free dom 
| . an a e e in mp. yale of tears: they lie in our 
en dur hope the enjoyment of God in glory. 

Lope makes the ſoul; joyfal, and excites to patience. Tribula- 
tions cauſe; a throne of grace ta be prized—a. covehant God in 


Chriſt to be; ſought unto and delighted i in. In the rough waves 


_ of diffica}ries,. in the ſtorm of affliction, in the boiſterous ſea of 
temptation hope i is as an avchar to the ſoul: When that is caſt within 
ths, vail; the: veſſel will ſafely ride out every florm. Though tofl. 
it ſhall not be Wc 1 its e it wk the ſoul 
| and:Beady.., i 039 
The grace of an, is be between the j 


che conffant exerciſe of prayer, as though it coul . exi — 


out either, but is ſupported and ſtrengthened by both. A hopeful 
foul will be much in prayer: and the more in converſe and commu- 
nion with, God, the, foul will more thrive in every grace of the Spi- 
| „Alk and re ſhall receive,” is the grand charter of heaven. 
Fes more, left, childr remiſs, be ſparing in their ad- 
Areſſes, and content 3 with any portion, when the exu- 
 herance.is neceſſary, . Aſk. (faith our F Lord) and receive, 
Pour oy: may be full.” John 16. 11. not at the ftreams ; 

but drink large drau e 
, Fuer remember, chriſtian, the life of ſenſe is contrary to the 
Ee of faith. Walking after the fleſh, gratifying its luſts, con- 
; to A — _—_ g, the liſe of the * 5 
It to prayer, es hope decline, impatience prevai and all the 
races witker- And can'ſt thou delight to live at a diftance from 
y-Sayiour—without a ſenſe of his 75 and love? wodld'ſt thou 


: ”n fear to die i in ſuch a frame? Keep yourſelves in the love of 


A is an 8 .exhartation, Jude ver. 21.—looking 
 anto.. Jeſug..under every circumſtance—avoid every thing contrary 
to (= ov oe to be diligent in thoſe means, which may tend to 


_ Excite and Arengiben, the livelineſs of faith and the comforts of 
love, the Joy of hope, and the patience of the ſoul. «If 405 do 
theſe Kings. ye hall never fall.” 2 Pet. 1. 10. 


a od 1 


So mp Father's heav'nl aft in the la diftieſR 
Hin * ant. 8 r bt Lord diſplays CTY pow 5 

e ſhall reſtore what e e The mount of trials is the place. 
n ſings more Gviae,) | Whete we: ſhall ſee ſurpriſing grace, 


JS M 171 375 77 by Jr „ — : 
; n $87 mos BE 
- — 3 I] 8 41011 550} ot JIZ 2 441 A 


S Sees A2 


Wy, 


er RAN ACSOoOD oc @©t 


*%.-.4 
= 


rs Sz erer wen, 


. 


APRIL 27. (+117: ) I 

Then had the churches reſt, and were edi hed, * 
Walking in the fear of the Lord, and in tbe comfort ef 
the Holy Ghoſt, were multiplied. Acts . 331 


The form of godlineſs without the power, is ſafficient eas 
us ſaints,- good urch men, honeſt ſouls in the eyes of the curnal 
world. But when, by the power of the Spirit, our hearts — 
the faith of Jeſus, it cannot be hid, but ſig life of Jeſus alſo will 
be_ manifeſted in our walk and converſation. ' Then perfecation 
awaits us—the world will hate us-Atheir former efterin for and gdod 
opinion of us, will be changed into hatred and oppoſition. The 
word of the Lord muſt be fulfilled, <All that wilt live Folly in 
Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer perſecation.” 2 Tim. 3. 12. This is the 
lot of every diſciple; it is a touchſtone of faith, and is overruled 
by our maſter's wiſdom, for his glory and our piriecal advan 


t 
| Abeſe b. have been the me thriving ſeaſons to the church of God, 
5 moſt proſperous to the ſouls of diſciples: then the love uf this 
| world has been moſt purged from rhe heart, and the «loſeft Fellow 
= * with Jeſus molt enoyec. 
ut is the rage and fury of oppoſers abured ? have my a ktete 
more reſt and quiet from thoſe, who, at our firſt converſion to 
Jeſas, vexed and oppreſſed us? Here a godly jealouſy is needful ; 
cloſe.examination neceſſary. Is Jeſus till dear to us? do we xe 
cloſe to him as the beloved of our ſouls? are the promiſes of God 
ſtill precious? and do we ſtand ſteady againſt the ſmiles of the 
world, perferring Jeſas to all? See, mark the bleſſed connection 
Y between ediicyrion- of the truth, walking in the fear of the Lord, 
and enjoying the comforts of the Holy Ghoſt. So the charch of 
. old proſpered when reft was given them. Theſe things ate inſepa« 
_  rable. True ſaving knowledge of Jeſas in the heart, ever diſcovery 
itſelf by a holy, loving, filial fear of the Lord in the life. The more 
we are edified in the faith, this fear increaſeth. Faith and fear ire 
f Kaan in love, and will be accompanied with the nere of the 
5 Ghoſt. 
5 Bur though che churches had reſt from perſecution, Ain the 
) members were in the body, and ſatan Was active, afflictions and 
F temptations ceaſed not. In this, nor they, nor we ſhall ever de 
) exempt in this vale of tears. To endure them, we are taught, is 
part of our bleſſedneſs, James 1. 12. By them we learn many 
uſeful leſſons of faith, patience, humility and reſignation 20 00 
es of God, Ne are made He more . partake of his holineſs. 
So the Holy lanctiſies th — to our profit, and enables us to 
goes the — our God, bein * and confident in Tee 
r Becauſe thou n the word of my patience, ſo 
will ill keep thee from the hour of temptation.” Rev. 3. 10. 


Apzir 28. ( 


| | But thou haſt not called upon me, O Facob « thou 
baſt been weary of me, O Iſrael. Iſa. 43. 22. 


% God hath not caſt away his people which he foreknew.” Rom. 

11. 2. Zealous profeſſors may become ſhameful apoſtates. God's 
own children may awfully backſlide from him, and ſadly decline in 

their love to him, and ſervice of him. Such a conduct is moſt baſe 

to the beſt: of beings - moſt ungrateful to the moſt loving Lord and 

 Savionr—amoſt wounding to the ſenſible gracious heart. But ſuch 

wandering ſheep: ſhall hear the faithful Shepherd's voice, and ſhall 
return with weeping and ſupplications. Slighted mercies,*forfeit- 
ed privileges, neglected means of grace, indifference to the cauſe 
of Jeſus, and growing weary of the Saviour's ways and ſervice, 
bear a ſad witneſs againſt the ſoul. 8 


A little ſelf. examination will diſcover, that ſuch an one hath 


found other lovers; with them he is delighted, and after them he 


hath got. If che life of ſenſe prevails againſt the life of faith, the 
lufts of che fleſh are preferred to ſpiritual delights; carnal worldly 
company is more reliſhed than the communion of the ſaints ; fellow- 
ſhip' with the unfruitful works of darkneſs, is more attended to 
than fellowſhip with Jeſus: If the private duties of the cloſet, the 
Public ordinances of God's houſe are forſaken : If to all this there 
15, an indifference and unconcern of ſoul, Can the ſolemn charge 
of our Lord be heard, Thou haſt been weary of me, without 
pleading guilty ? Be aſtoniſhed, O heavens, at this! Weary in ſerving 

Lord, may be the chriſtian's experience through infimity; but to 
be weary: of the Lord himſelf, the Lord of every perfeclion, the 
God of all mercies, the Father of all conſolation, the only Savi- 
our of our ſouls, our only hope in time, our all in eternity; to be 
weary of, io grow ſhy to ſuch a being, O what ſhall one ſay! truly 
love is patient, and prayer powerful; but for the love of the Fa- 


ther, and the interceſſion of Jeſus, ſuch a ſoul might bear this, 
have reaped his deſerts, and been weary of his puniſnment in hell. 


but there is hope—grace reigns—mercy is free—proclamation is 
made. O Iſrael, return, [Such a temper muſt be changed, or 
death cannot be hopeful, nor eternity deſirable] to the Lord thy 
God, for thou haſt fallen by thine iniquity.” Hoſea 14. 1. 


Where ſhould my fooliſh paffions rove? Let me be faſtned to thy croſs, 


Where can ſuch ſweetneſs be, Rather than loſe.thy. fight... 4a 
As Rave taſted in thy oven... 1 TENT 
As I have found in-thee? Make haſte my days to reach the geal, 
ͤ d my heart to reſt 
Wretch that I am to wander thus On the dear centre of my ſoul, 


In ehaſe of falſe delights! My God, my Saviour's breaſt, 


anne g ms bo vom! 
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APRIL 29. „ 


and received inſtruction. Prov. 24. YE, 


en I ſaw and conſidered it well: J looked upon it, 


Obſervation is the life of underſtanding. Experience is the joy of 
faith. Learning good from others harms is true wiſdom. Can 


we look around us among the circle of our profeſſing acquain- 
tance, and not ſee the awful effects of ſlothfulneſs in the ways of 


God, a ſupine indolence to the cauſe of jeſus, and careleſs in- 
difference, as to the health and proſperity of the ſoul? It is a very 
affecting deſcription the Spirit of wiſdom, preſents to our view: 1 
went by the field of the ſlothful, [the once ſeemingly growing and 
ſhining profeſſor] and lo, it was all grown over wich thorns, [the 
cares of this world, and the deceitfulneſs of riches has choked the 
word,“ Matt. 5 2 2.] and nettles had covered the face thereof; 


[the rank weeds of paths luſts, ſenſual gratifications, carnal 


pleaſures and delights overſpread the life and conduct z] the Rone- 
wall of the vineyard is broken down; [the ſoul lying open, and 
unfenced againſt the incurſion of the beaſts of prey, ſatan, the men 
of this world, carnal company ; ſenſeleſs of its danger, and ſlothful to 
all means of deliverance, the poor ſoul compoſes itſelf with:] “ yet 
a little ſleep, a little ſlumber, a little folding of the hands to 


fleep.“ Is not this a ſtriking, though awful likeneſs? do we not 


almoſt daily behold its original? How melancholy the fight! how 
alarming the conduct! how dreadful the ſentence ! (S0 ſhall · thy 
poverty come as one that travelleth [with ſpeed]; and (thy want 
as an armed man, [without power thou canſt not withſtand it.] 
See this, O ſoul! remember thy calling is to diligence; conſider it 
well. [what ſad effects ſpiritual ſloth produce.] Look upon it 
[as a frame and temper of ſoul to be conſtantly dreaded, and ear- 


neſtly prayed againſt.) Receive inſtrution :?? © For whatſoever 


things were written aforetime, were written for our learning 2”? 
To what end? To ſhew what has happened to others, © are en- 
ſamples to us, and for our admonition, upon whom the ends of 
the world are come. Wherefore let him that thinketh he ſtand- 


eth, take heed leſt he fall.” 1 Cor. 10. 11, 12. 


I love the volumes of thy word ; Thythreatningswakemyſlumb'ringeyes, . 


What light and joy thoſe leaves afford And warn me where my danger lies; 
To ſouls benighted and diftreſt! But *tis thy bleſſed goſpel, Lord, 

Thy precepts guide my doubtful way, That makes my guilty conſcience clean, 
Thy fear forbids my feet to ſtray, | Converts my foul, ſubdues my fin, 


Thy promiſe leads my heart to reft, Aud gives a free but large reward. 
a ** : W > \ 3 X g . 8 > | +276 4-4 wy * 
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ApRII. 30. (120) r 


in the perſon of the glorified; exalted Son of Man jeſus. This dif- 
cover) fired his ſoul with heavenly joy, and inflamed his heart with 


he is Wan DbERUT. He is ever the ſame, a Max. He appears in his 
human form before the throne, interceeding for finners.. The ſame 
Taffering ceucified Man; who Javed our perſons and bore our fins, 
fill lives and pleads our cauſe, as our triumphant conqueror in our 
nature over all our enemies. Thus daily conceiye. 6p and 
ang-augdiator. a8 having atoped and is .now interçeding for. thee. 
So mel thaw ever. comfarcably fay, ** Toto thine hand. f commi 
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F love the windoys of thy ee ger the happy hour were cn 
Tho whith my Ford is ſeen To change my faithto'fight?* 

And long to meet my Saviour's face I ſhall behold my Lord at home 
Without a glaſs between, — I äviner light, 
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N Doth ibe plotoman ph 2,0 day 70 ſow! 
open and break ibe clods of the ground?" Ha. 28. 23. 


The Lord of hoſts Hath'decreed to flain tlie pride of aft ory; 
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> and to bring into contempt Al the honourable of the earth.“ 
4 Tfa. 23. 9. "Therefore his word fends us to the comnion trank. 
1 actions in life,” that We may f 5 inſtruction in humility, and be 
5 taught to bow to his ſove nh = againft the | 
: is a ſtrong 9 a %s —. —— 2 en the moi 

is not ſtopped, but "daring a vereign ſes 
and eternal decrees,” it is BY 55 "fign TX the h Tm 
I law hath not cut deep into the” ſinner'8 heart: ſo'that iriftead of 
8 being guilty and ſpeechleſs, the pride of his nature urges vain lier 
; againſt free - grace truths, everlaſting love, the finiſhed 

F tion of Jeſus, and the certain glory of all his choſen members. 
98 But verily, as the plowman plows at a proper ſeaſon, and fows 
i his ſeed at the appointed time, and as harveſt ſhall not fail; 0 
the church of Chriſt is? God's Huſbandry.” 1 Cor, 3. 9. By the 
1 miniſtry of the word the Lord plows up the uncultivated ground'sF 
. unfruitful hearts he opens a breaks che clods of pride and 
h lat—he caſts in the ſeed of eternal life in the knowledge of Jeſus 

| then the 8 of faith, hope, love and holineſs take Toe downs 
ward, and f| pring forth upward. 1 

2 But alas! the ſeed is Perpomat⸗ to many daligens weeks fy | 
5 grow up and choke it; if refreſhing ſhowers, the warm fun, or 

« the puriffing air is withheld, it will rot, and bring forth no frat 
4 unto perfedn. The poor heart is not without its fears, yea is at 
I its wits end at times, leſt fo it ſhould be. And what can he do? 
A He cannot command the clouds, call forth the ſun, or cauſe the 


£ wind to blow. Boaſting in ſelf is at an end. Truſling to inherent 
5 grace is cut off. Hence the ſoul is led in humility to ſee that all 

things are of God that if ever he reaps the harveſt of eternal 
F life it is wholly and folely owing to his free gift by Jeſus.—that all 


p preſent fruitfutnefſs is by the Spi t's energy 1 influence, in con- 
4 quence of the Father's love and faithfulneſs, the 8on' perfect 
C wor and falvation.” Therefore look not ſo much within, nor around 
f tee as above to leſus. Doubting diſciple, from this inexhauſtible 
i fountain hope and encouragement TY Though all ' within ſeems 


and diftteſfing ; all withoat oppoſing and"diſcouragings 
n er Ser i 0e n ad . ver remember there is as 
3 great a neceſſity for the heart to be deeply rooted in humility 


downward, as for the pleaſing fruits of | ce and Joy o PL] 
upward, Das: r kexxcaly huſhand knows W. ich is. JET r 541 
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 _ . That every mouth may be ſtopped, and all the werld 
\ 8 Leine r | 
Become guilty befare Ged. Rom. 3. 19. 
In our natural ſtate we are ever moſt backward to take guilt to 
ourſelves. Moſt {lf} at ſelf. excuſes moſt averſe to felf exami- 
nation; becauſe we dread ſelf-copdemnation, therefore erer prone 
to, paſs judgment at the bar of pride and carnal, reaſon upon the 
trpths of God, becauſe we think they are againft us, O what is 
there in ſuch ſiopt-hearted rebels, who are far from righteouſneſs, 
in 


Mar 2. \ 1222) 


Mercy to fee the {pirituality and extent of God's holy law; 
bough in it we {ce nothing but juſtice with a drawn ſword, and 
mercy with a veiled face, yet it cuts off all F'orying in the fleſh— 
ſtops the mouth, of pride and arrogance—and leaves the poor ſinner 
PRA a ſenſe of gyilt—and ſubjekts him to the judgment of God, 
he ſound of mercy, how welcome to ſuch ! the proclamation of 
race, how joyful! the name of Jeſus, how precious! the way of 
vation by him, bow acceptable! How willingly do they deſire 
to be eternally indebted to free-grace ? how dead do ſuch become 
to former legal 7 Expectation from their fulfilling terms and 
e is cut aft — grace breely F richly beſtowed 
rough Jeſus becomes the ſubject of all their hope, the matter of 
all their glorying. Not, What have I done? how have I behay- 
ed? but, what hath Jeſus done? what a gloriqus ſalvation hath he 
wer . poor finger, ſtript of all, now boy to the ſovereign. 
ty o —adore his eleRing-love--admire God's method of ſal- 
vation — fit filently at the feet of Jeſuz—-dwell on the wongers of 
his love and ſufferings on Calvary's-Mount—moſt thankfully re- 
ceive the teſtimony of Jeſus at the hand of the Spirit—and give 
ever-graciqus THREE all the glory of what I am in time, and of 
what I hope to be in eternity.” 2 8 
"Thus the law is good if a man uſe, it lawfully. But if the 
Lamb's wife ſeeks to the law, as a woman to her huſband, to get 
ſome comfort from it, and endeavours to get life by obedience to 
it; verily, this is not continuing a chaſte virgin to Jeſus. We ſhall 
5 ceaſe to bring forth fruit unto. God; but we ſhall be, as 


0d complains of Iſrael of old, © an empty vine, who bringetb 


orth fruit unto _himſelf;” Hoſea 10. 1. we ſhall grow delighted 
with ourſelves, and imagine we have that within us to talk of and 
glory in, inſtead of the work of Jeſus, his blood, righteouſneſs, 
And interceſſion, &c. But thus faith the Lord, I will eftabliſh 
my covenant with thee, and thou ſhalt know that Fam the Lord: 
[this produceth humility in thee] Thou ſhalt remember and be 
confounded, and never open thy mouth any more, becauſe of thy 
ſhame, when I am pacifed towards thee, for all»that thou haſt 
done, faith the Lord God.” Ezek. 16. 63. 


te dowp the bleſſed Spirit ta enlighten our minds! It is a 


eo See PROT 2838 
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* Feſus ſaid, T. Lis ſickneſs is not unto death, but for the 
glory of God, that the Son of God might be r 
hereby. John 11.4. 


"Fe" Frequeity Beppe 79 Ispvwenidg occurrences ſeem to 
contradict the truths of God. Therefore if we judge from fight auc 
appearance, we ſhall be often deceived. God's word alone is the 

"Ih of faith: what he has declared thaft certainſy come to paſs, 
however Wi ooh it may ſeem to Carnal reaſon, Thus our Savi- 

azarus's fickneſs .' not to be unte death: Vet he 
iterwards told his diſefpfes plainly, . Lazarus is dead:“ and ſe- 
flv thn bir ze tie rate, "Hts Ne rac been fail four days: but 
Jefas, who had power over, death-and the grave; Knee his owit'ni- 
tentiom of raiſing him, both for the gloty "of the Father, as well as 
the glorifying himfeff. This was the great end of bis co ing into 
the world. Therefore in the life, and by the death of Fe ook 
redounds to God i in the higheſt, «* peace on earl, and govd-wi 
to men. * 

Did ſeſus love Lags ? dit kis comp affomits eyes dre * 5 
of affection over his friends grave? O Lk an innumer 
pany of poor finners did his foving eyes behold,” We. like Laz#: 
rüs, were not only to all a ppeararices 11 hope, but akku 
« dead in treſpaſſes and fins 1» dut he ſays of tllem alſo, . Ph 
icknefs is not unto death.“ Eternal death tall not have the Bok 
nion over them; bat he would 80h lory to God, and glorify him 
in quickening and raiſing all ods choſerr ones, all his dearly 
beloved members. 5 | 

On the death of Lazarus « Jeſus wep t: he gron Hm 
felf; * and he cried to his Father. 1100 mut che heart f Lazas 
rus be inflamed with love to his dear Lord, for * ode re 4 es 
cond'life f O'believe?! che raiſing thy ſoul coſt 
only a figh, a tear, prone, a prayer, 1 Gs, [eh a 
blood, tortures b beyond thou bt, fringe i 
His immaculate bees blood he freely ported” forth. for a 
to procure” the life, and to obtain the 7 Poker of the ſoul: 32 
thod'think of this love without reflectin ry rhifery O 


heart! O cruel unbefief f. How litcle . Fer dak oe 4 
dete bet Gol mould me. n 
: me 12 Tools, : ap oack y our God. "The Ol ent bis n $6 Son, 25 oy 

p: Nn 580 mel ee 3 To giver then life again. —_ DTD 
Come, tender to almighty grace Oe 25) OH blow 
The tributesi6f + at + Jet came eee 11 


un And Wipe our ſorrows d] e * 


80 firange, fo 825 was the love He bids us truſt his mighty name, 
That pity'd dying men, So ſhall we never die. 
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216 1yog 240 3 es Jil 07 not 

30 [The gator compar of gots the nen of 
hets,..zhe. noble army of martyrs, every member of che 

| Inevery; A ere called to elt den and morti- 

£ gs; deing in this there. 38.5180. differen ce, all are equally 

de * 9 Ie, Bes Pe pg men jof like>paſſions, 

1 2 anger of l their, affeRions, atcraRted. from 

„t 


eng of this preſent evil World The holy 
900 3 Vi Mort chapter of the prophet Baruch's 


around ys, and then look un and cry, e. Lord. what is man! M and 
fue dr, Alt, That thou art mindful: of him. 

8 uch, 5. £ bleſſed man, that bends the 
ee, Jeu, 5 pho F even renewed. in the Spirit of his mind? 
14: ! be, iff Loft be Karth, .,carthy—prone.; to cleave 10: the 
ready. e great things for himſelf, from the outward 
f es s.of time and 19 One vyould have thought juſſ at a time 
when He: prophet 1a reading the. dreadful. roll, full of 
ce l ATA and; woe, which was ſhortly. to come to 
ngdom, this would have entirely curbed every 

| a ge ter worldly. 25 and earthly glory. But no; the 
z of the ficſh, is onhy mortifed by the power of the Spirit. 
"Therefore Jeremiah is ſent with a, loving waming 'and tender 
5 ibition: Is this a time for fel -ſeeking,, inſtead of gh a $ 

9 God. . bis 


ory. ? be wiſe: know . wha 4 AA an — Sy. (4 


; 4 but all is nat . within, mou we 9 sek 
0 of. Jeh us- plorifying views. Jeſus is not; beheld; clearly, 
;enjoyed comfortably, pr rized chiefly, and ſweetly lived upon from 
hour te hon 3. while e the warld is. . earnefy coveted: eagerly 
. 271 © what inal. it profit.a man, though he gains the whole 
d if be loſes ſueet . peace. with God, comfortable communion 
The ee the- Joyful, fellomſnip of the Holy) "Ghoſt? 

& cannot ſerve Ge 2 ene. Fr en Satem a „ 
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Let not your hearts be troubled, ye believe in God, 
believe n NNE OS An 
Jeſus comforted the heart of a ſorrowful widow by reſtoring her 
dead ſon to life again. Could he not alſo, by the power of his 


Spirit, confolate the hearts of his dear diſciples, withoit rexching 


onrward rules and directions to them? Plaihly, he Will be heard 


as Our prophet.” Thoſe diſciples who obey the word of his doc- 


trine they ſhall enjoy the conſolations of his love. 88 it feemeth - 


good to our Lord to teach; ſo it is neceffary for us to believe. 
Troubles are the common lot of God's deareſt children: Many 
are the afflictions of the righteous.” Pſalm 34. 1 . But heart- 
troubles they feel and grone under which ſtrangers ſcnow not of; 


inward difquietudes which carnal men ate utterly free from, and 
even are oſt amazed ta hear of; and are 1 
Hh J 


ſelves, and thank God they are not troubled about. Ah, but in- 
ward inſenfibility is a bad fign! But diſciples tfoubles are Jeſus? 
concerns; he has a remedy againſt them; he Will have them com- 
forted under them; but believing in an abſolute God will not do 


this: nay,' the glory of his majeſty, the greatneſs of his power, 


the perfection of his Juſtice,” &c. appear in dread atray againſt 
them. They dare not think of God out of Chriſt, Knowin 
themſelves to be poor ſinners; therefore ſays ſeſus, Believe alte 
in me.“ Remember the covenant that is eſtabliſned' between the 
Father and me on your account; when thoughts ariſe in your 
mind, and your poor hearts are troubled with finding that after 
all you are ſtill but unprofitable ſervants, yoù ſee much cauſe 
for ſorrow, and mourn and complain that there are many things 
amiſs in you; that you do not believe fo perfectly, love ſo com- 
fortably, obey ſo chearfully as you wiſh: Yet ever remember 
Jam your mediator before the throne for you—you'ſtand not in 
the Father's love for your works ſake, but the Father is ever well 
- pleaſed with me; and loves you, and is well pleaſed with you for 
- myſake 3 do not diſtreſs your poor hearts, and forrow as without 
hope, but believe in me and be comforted: - You have no fin but 
my blood dearly atoned for—you want no perfection but what my 
righteoufneſs ſupplies—you can "ſtand in need of no holineſs and 
conformity to me but what the bleſſed Spirit beſtows. thus believe 
on me as your living head —thus daily look on yourſelves 'as my 
deur members thus live on me and honour me as your Lord,” and 
glorify me as your only Saviour. This is to obey Chriſ's com. 


mand — thus is the troubled heart comforted this is our ſweeteſt 


brieilege. We ſhould be concerned to make this our dailh em- 
ploy on earth : Shortly all our troubles and forrows ſhall end, fot, 
the Lord: Wherefore comfort one another with theſe words.“ 
1 Theſſ. 4. 17, 18. | 5 | | 
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within the vail. By this bleſſed hope of t 
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| That by two immutable things, in which it was impoſſible for God 
10 lie, we might have ſtrong conſolation, who. have fled for refuge, to 
A hold upon the hope ſet before us. Heb. 6. 18. | | 


It is the glory of the goſpel, that it reveals glad tidings 
to hopeleſs helpleſs ſinners. It finds nothing in us to intitle 
us to the favour of God: But it brings all hope and conſola- 
tion to the foul; and all is founded upon the moſt abſolute cer- 
tainty, and the ſtrongeſt aſſurance. of an immutable God. And 
as verily as it is impoſſible for the God of truth to lie or forſwear 
himſelf, ſo is it as impoſlible for any of the heirs of promiſe to periſh, 
Such is the bleſſed hope ſet before us. Happy ſouls, whe have fled to 
Jeius for refuge, and have laid hold of this hope ! Hence-forward 
nothing but conſolation, ſtrong conſolation, ariſeth to ſuch poor ſin- 
ners from the word of truth. This hope cañ never fail them. What- 
ever within or without fluctuates or changes, this never can. 


This hope is ever to be held faſt, even though appearances wear a 
gloomy aſpect, ſenſe of comfort declines, feelings of joy ſeem dead, 


and all hope from within ſeems to forſake us. Bur, Father, thy mer- 
cies never die, thy counſel ſhall ſtand, thy oath cannot fail: Hope in 
this is as an anchor to the ſoul. Whatever ſtorms or tempeſts are without, 
or when the ſwelling waves of corruptions lift up their voice within, 
yet the God of hope is mightier than all, and the chriſtian hope ari- 
ſeth above all; therefore is it ſure and 5 It is caſt out of fight, 

e goſpel, poor ſin- con- 
demned, diſtreſſed ſinners, are kept ſteady to jeſus, and find a 


comfortable and ſecure refuge. And that precious Spirit, who ſhews 


them their danger, and guides them to ſafety, then cauſeth the 
joy of hope to ſpring up in their ſouls. They enjoy hope in them- 
ſelves concerning their own ſtate towards God 2 8 our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, even a good hope through grace: And they are made to 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Ghoſt. O this is a 


comforting operative ar: it leads the ſoul to expect all that God 


_— ce the everlaſting covenant of 
1 
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exdrciſed in this way, ſo much the more inward hope and Joyfulconfo- 
lation is experienced in the ſoul, © My hope is in thee.” Pal. 39. 7. 


Mav y. (127) 


And they ſaid one to another, Did not our hearts burn 


within us; while he talked with us by the way, and 
while be opened to us the ſcriptures? Luke 24. 32. 


When the fire of divine love burns in the heart, diſciples can- 


not refrain ſpeaking of it to each other. But how tranſient are the 


ſrames of God's deareſt children? Too apt are the ſtrongeſt be- 
lievers to live upon ſenſe and feeling, inſtead of faith and promi- 
ſes. The former may, and often doth fail in enjoyment, but the 
latter is founded upon the firm immutable foundation of the God of 
truth; therefore is ſure and infallible. 

Theſe diſciples of the Lamb were juſt before in dejection and 
deſpondency. The time was come for reſurrection comfort, but 
their Lord did not appear as they expected, therefore they were 

ſad. He was with them, but they knew him not. Jeſus upbraids 
them with „O fools, and ſlow of heart, to believe all that the 
prophets have ſpoken!” Then he is 0-4 the ſcriptures cohcern- 


g himſelf. Preſently the fire kindles in their hearts, aud they 


ſpake to each other of the holy fervour, and heavenly joy they 
felt. But it ſeems that it was ſoon paſt, and gone before they 
ſpoke of it. pip not our hearts burn?” How ſweet was it? 
what raviſhing moments wERE thoſe ? Doubtleſs they could have 
| wiſhed them to have continued always. And fo they ſhould if the 


Maſter ſaw good. If Jeſus knew it was beſt, every one of his 


diſciples ſhould enjoy hearts ever warm, and ever glowing with 
the heavenly flame of divine love. It verily is ſweet to ſenſe, and 
thoſe who have been © baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, and fire“ of 
divine love will ſpeak of it to the glory of Jeſus, and long after 

more laſting enjoyment of it. But this beſt wine js reſerved for the 
laſt, It won't be long, diſciple, before thou ſhalt drink. thy fill, 
and that without danger of being intoxicated. But thou muſt 
to Jeruſalem firſt, and wait the promiſe as theſe diſciples did. And 
thou muſt go to the ſame place where they now are, before thy 
thirſty ſoul is perfectly ſatisfied. May it be our preſent concern, 
that we give the Saviour no cauſe to upbraid us for folly and 
unbelief in not abiding by the prophets,” promiſes and the teſti- 
mony of Jeſus! We are to live 5 the truth of the word, and not 
upon fire and feeling within. We may be ſure the former cannot 
diſappoint us; but the latter may deceive us. But yet, diſciples 


ſhould ever be on their guard, againſt ſuch who deny the Saviour's 


blefling, experienced by the conſolations of his Spirit, and joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt. Be not put off with dry notions and ſpeculative 


ſyſtems, which are like the pale light of the waning moon, but 


adminiſter not the animating warmth and enlivening heat of the 
meridian ſun. For ſaith jeſus, The words that I ff 


they are ſpirit and they are life.“ John 6. 63. 
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1 fond then a iy tht when I ould do god, c i projet with 
Me. Om. 7. 21. | SEM 1 2 R | | Ny | 2 \ 
The heathens in their facrifices were wont to cry out, * Keep at 0 
a diſtance, O ye profane.“ But tlie worſhippers withheld: not their 110 
offerings, leſt the unhallowed ſhould be the more polluted, or that | 
their ſacrifices ſhould be defiled by them: For the godly conſola- c 
tion, edification, and eſtabliſhment of ſanctified ſouls, it ſeemed meet of 
for the Spirit of wiſdom that the apoſtle Paul ſhould leave his expe- 4. 
rience in the epiſtle to the Romans, where he confeſſes himſelf a ble 
poor ſinner, yet a holy and 9 in Jeſus. Hereby to ma- in 
ny precious fouls Jeſus hath been made more infinitely precious, KM W 
while fin has been viewed as more exceeding ſinful, and themſelves hea 
made to fink lower in humility at the feet of ſovereign grace. Let KF ſb 
thoſe who- dare advert to this bleſſed teſtimony, for contrary purpo- whi 
ſes; remember the Judge'is at the door. Shortly they muſt account, are 


eo oc turn the fbod of God's word to the poiſon of their own WK for 
Fools make a mock of fin, while godly fouls grone under the and 
burden of indwelling corruption. The former's conduct is an awful its 
proof of their ſtate. The ſorrows of the latter is a certain evidence end 
of the ſpiritual life and ſanctif cation of their N again fror 
of the Spirit; to do good is the delight of their hearts. Being living rejo 
members of ſeſus by faith, they love conformity to their head. Be- of 
ing ſons of God by adoption, it is their joy to love, obey and pleaſe in u 
their heavenly Father in all things. Perfection in holineſs they aſpire not- 
after. Intire freedom from fin they comfortably hope for. But the cov! 
God of truth will not ſuffer his own ele& to be deceived, and to 1 
think themſelves what they are not, nor ever will be in the fleſh, even 

| y freed from ſin; for the old man with his affections and com 
luſts is ever near, ever preſent with them. Their beſt thoughts are Ang 
often interrupted and diverted—their moſt holy defires are often men 
damped and diſcouraged—their beſt actions are ſeldom, if ever, free and 
from the bold intruſion of unwelcome gueſts from the world, fleſh, affed 
and the devil. © I would be wholly.devoted to the Lord, faith the low, 
gracious ſoul; all my powers and faculties, time and talents, all that and, 
I aud enjoy, would I wholly (as affiſted) and willingly foul, 
dedicate in love to Jeſus.” Scarce the pleaſing thought is con- !y { 
ceived, but the evil of pride injects, What a rare name will this ac- muf 
quire me! How ſhall I be admired” and ſhine as ſomebody in the an's 
chriſtian world? O this ſinks the chriſtian with ſhame, and cauſes fulng 
him to hide his head With holy bluſhing.” But let not this diſcourage I enja 
thee. Paul abated nothing of his for God's glory and doing The 
good on this accbunt. If a partaker of his experience, thou wilt alſo wi 
o his Reps. | Truſt in the Lord and do good, fo ſhalt thou of e 
dell in the land [of comfort, and in truth] thou ſhalt be fed.” live, 
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While the varth remaineth, ſect-thnt and hade, and _ 


cold and heat, and ſummer. and. ler, ond day ang 
night ſpall not ceaſe.. Gen. 8. 22. ee 


oy 3 


* 


« Godline. 3 is profitable. unto. all hinge, bailing the promiſe 7 
of the life that. now is, and of that which is to come. 1 Tim. 

4. 8. By faith we view the declarations of Jehovah, as the 
bleflings of a father's. loye. The returning ſeaſons, the revolv- 
ing periods of time declare the glory of our WE: ys ; 
While the chriſtian; meditates upon and. gratitude. inp 5 
heart for the -innumerable bleſſings, -of; time, yet a mort 
ſubject demands the contemplation of his ſoul. . for us 
when temporal bleflings are enjoyed as covenant mercies, and 
are ſanclied to us in Chriſt- Jeſus. We: ſeg: and adore che 
ſovereignty of God in appointing, times and ſeaſons; the im- 
mutability of his will is the law by which they are 1 | 
and when the fixed. period ſhall. come, all nature ſhall be reduced to 
its primitive. nothing, and time ſhall he ſwallowed op, in a never- 
ending eternity. Happy ſeul, who 3s taught the diſplays of grace 
from the images of nature; WhO hows to the ſovereignty of love, 
rejoices in the. covenant of grace, and reſts upon the immutability 5 
of God's purpoſes gu e in Chriſt Jeſus; knowing that 46 
in nature, ſo in the k op om of grace, {eed-time and harveſt ſhall - 
not fail. to-Gog's church and people, becauſe of . Goh ar A aig. 
covenant which 1 is ordered in all thin ings and fore.” . 

There is a time for. the immortal ſeed of the word to be. ſown in 
every elett ſoul. This is experienced by the ſeed ſtriking root in 
cov iction; by its ſpringing up in faith, deſire and * Jeſus. 
And becauſe be Sun of righteonſneſs ever lives and ſhines upon his 
members, they ſhall reap an harveſt of eternal glory. Chilling cold, 
and winters plaſts may ſucceed the ſummer of love and warmth of 
affectien, Nighes of darkneſs, temptation and affliction may fol- 
low. das of Paerf. 30 and conſolation. Theſe various ſeaſons 
t and changes — zupen, and be experienced by believing 
7 ba * — remainech: That is, ſo long as our u 
- | ly ſanſual nature continues; but it ia ſentenced to lution: we 
. maden, it on his fide Jordan, when we ſhall ſee it no more. 2 * 
e en egemy for ever. hut in he ce. of Jeſus the ſoul ſhall have 
es ſulneſs. of. joy,-and; the body-ſh I be _— a glorions bod, to 
e F pleaſures Which are at his right hand for egermore. 
g There. ſhall e no Right: f darkneſs, no chill of afſeRions, no 7 
ſo wimer af diſtreſs. But at preſent tais is our ſwaet Sonſolatiohs 
3a of every one of his beloved members Obriſt _ Lerner 
„ bee, ye halt live ale abut ruin e een i Vn 
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Hhesd left he fall. 1 Cor. 10. 12. Take heed that he be not 


Sides ſalvation «tual be brought forch with ſhou 
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Holding faith and à good conſcience, which ſome 
having put atvay, concerning. faith, haue made ſbip- 
wreck. 1 Tim, 1. 19. | 

He that ſhall endure to the end, the fame ſhall be \ſaved.” 
Mark 13. 13. So the Maſter taught; ſo diſciples believe. By 
perſeverance in the faith the 'crown ſhall be enjoyed. So glory 


| PEE what grace begins—God's power is faith's confidence 
80 


is Jeſus, | Therefore,” « the righteous ſhall hold on bis way, and 


1 he that hath clean hands fall be ſtronger and ſtronger,” ſaith the 


. fon of faith and patience,” Job 17. 9. 80 the topſtone of 


4 Fj 
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Grace, grace.” Zech. 4. 7. 


740 


ge; and the God of grace. Whatever legal ſpirits do, 
ie n ae. wa Ri. 2728 FNF 

acious ſouls will ever draw gracious influences from the ſafety 
gd ſecurity of grace. Let him that thinketh he ſtandeth take 


a high- minded, and truſt in uncertain riches that he fancies he hath 


* * 


_ things, Many fach ſelf 
away, and have made terrible ſhipwreck of their fancied faith, 


0 bramed by his own faithfulneſs, creature- ability, and natural 


” 


ree- will; not 7 to truſt in the living God, who giveth all 
h ſelf. ſanctied ſaints have and do daily fall 


1 
* 


ſelſrapplauding inherent righteouſneſs, and have periſhed in the 


.. gulph of vain-glory and preſumption. Therefore ſee to it, dil: 
.,. Ciple, that thou holdeſt faſt, and contendeſt earneſtly: for the faith 
once delivered to God's faints. The doctrines of eternal election 


to falvation, according to the everlaſting covenant love of the 


ever glorious Trinity, a finiſhed ſalvation by the atonement and 
full Juſtification by the perfect righteouſneſs of Jeſus; and final 


perſeverance in holineſs by the Spirit of truth. Hold chem falt, 


Bot in word only, but in power, as the eſſential truths of Jehovah, 


as the very life and joy of thy ſoul. 80 ſhalt thou have and keep 


good conſcience ſprinkled from guilt by the blood of - Jeſus; 
And a good teſtimony of it by the Spirit of grace, through faith; 


* 


© .. hath begun £5008 work [of faith and love in thee]Þ-wilt-perform it 
, Poon” ono ii oo. 


unt th 


knowing and being confident of this very thing, that he who 


e day 0 
e 


Chriſt,” Philip. 1. 6. 0 
' Arnidft a thouſand ſnares I fland, Grace will complete what grace begins 
-Upheld and guarded by thy hand, To fave from ſorrows or from fins; 
Thy words my fainting ſoul revive, The work that Wiſdom undertakss, 
Aud keep my dying faith alive, - Fter nal mercy ne ex forſakes. 


45 truth is faith's aſſurance—faith's author and faiths finiſher - 


tings; crying, 


© Such are the immutable truths of the covenant of grace; the goſ. 
Hel of gy 


May II. (un) it YAM 


Ad for this\ cauſe: I ſfanttify myſelf; "that they alſo 


may be ſanctiſted through the truth. John 17. 19. 


From the view of a reconciled God, an interceeding Mediator, 
and the operations of the Holy Spirit, believers have aſſured con- 
fidence,- through faith, of | attaining. the higheſt degree of holi · 
neſs their fouls are capable of. In this, and every other hope, our 
eyes are ever to be fixed, ſteadily fixed on the work of jeſus. Never 
imagine that the Saviour hath only ſhed his precious blood to procure 
pardon, and wrought out a righteouſneſs for juſtification, and hath 
committed to thee a ſtock of inherent grace, which thou art to 
huſband and improve to ſanctify thy ſoul. This is not ſanctifica- 


tion ihrongh the truth. This notion leads to pride, nouriſhes in 


members a ſpirit of independence of the head; it makes faith void, 
and vacates the oſſice and influences of the Holy Ghoſt; therefore 
is an awful miſtake, a dangerous error. 
But as all the firſi-born under the law, were ſanctiſed to the 
Lord, Exod. 13. 2. ſo alſo were the prieſts ſanctified and conſe- 
crated, ch. 30. 30. So Jeſus, being the firſt-born of his many bra- 
thren,” bhimſelf the prieſt, the ſacrifice to offer for them, he ſet 
himſelf apart, and was conſecrated to this very work. Agreeably 
to the law of truth, the covenant of truth, and the grace of truth, 
« Jeſus. ſuffered: without the gate, that he might ſanctify the peo- 
ple.“ Heb. 13. 12. And through the ſame truth, his members, 
which were yet unborn, and having done neither good or evil, 
were to be ſanftified, or ſeparated from being unholy and impure; 
« through the faith of Jeſus they are ſanctified to God, as veſſels 
meet for the maſter's uſe.” 2 Tim. 2.21. So believers are ſaid to 
be <*-ſanQtified- in Chriſt Jeſus;” 1 Cor. 1. 2. and they are '* cho- 
ſen of God from the beginning, through ſanctification of the Spirit 
and belief of the truth.“ 2 Theſſ. 2. 13. Thus, by union with 
the head Jeſus, holineſs is communicated to believing members, by 
the Spirit of truth, through faith in the truth; their love to holi- 


neſs, their deſire after the increaſe of it, their grief for what is con- 


trary to it, is a clear and full evidence of the ſanRification of their 


ſouls. All is from Jeſus, who faith, . Abide in me;“ ſeparate 


from me, ye can do nothing; but being one with me, and 

ſanctiſied and holy in me, fo ſhall ye, by the faith of me, bring 

. fruit unto holineſs, and the end ſhall be everlaſting life.” 
Om. 6. 22. tg | 55 3 e 
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But to da good and to. communicate forget not, for . 
with Juch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed. Heb.. 13. 16. 


Through the artful wiles of ſatan, the corrupt reaſonings of de- 
'geitfol nature, and the doctrines of falſe teachers, diſciples are in d 
danger of errors on the right hand and on the left. Becauſe good 
works do not merit God's favour, and intitle us to his acceptance, i 
cherefore, fay ſome, we cannot do any thing that is good and well- ti 
- pleaſing in the fight of God. So if fatan cannot blind us by falſe 
pes and legal 'canflences,, he ſtrives to poiſon our minds with 
deteſtable licentious , notions, diſhonourable to Jeſus, contrary. to 
\ faith, ſibverfive of love, and deftruQive of the holineſs and peace 
ef the goſpel. But when Jeſus is beheld, and rejoiczd in as our 
ſucriſce and atonement for fin, as our beloved, in W om our per- 
ſons are accepted; „ By him we are made prieſts unto God.” He 
is our altar, on which our f{acrifiees are offered, and which conſe- 
"crate our gifts. Yo'we are bound by the filken cords of love—ſo 

we are exhorted to do govd, and to pleaſe our gracious God and 
Shame to us, that we ever neglect this. The exhortation re- 
miads of the danger. God hath not forgotten to be gracious to us. 
Jeſus never intermits in his ſuit for us. Shall we forget our duty, 


LE 
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om 


and neglect at any time to do good on earth ? not ſtudy daily 
do Pleze him, o is our portion, our all in time and eternity ? 
Doth tie giorious Jehovah condeſcend to aſſure us, Tam well - pleaſed 
with yont beneficence, your communicative goodneſs to my crea- 
ture, and your brethren for my ſake!? and ſhall we ever be un- 
mindſul of, and indifferent about this matter? Forbid it, Lord! 
animate us with more of the fire of love! To live without prayer 
and praiſe, argues inſenlibility and ingratitode not to ſtudy to 
glorify God in our aGtions, ſhews the want of love—and where the 
Spirit of prayer, praiſe, love and obedience is wanting, where, alas, 
is our evidence that we are children of the gracious God, members 
of a compationate Saviour, and influenced by the Spirit of love ? 
hron'd on atlondour judge ſhall tome, By the Redeemer's ſacrifice,, © 
n — jonny ow Wb foal 4 with his blood, 
Thungef and darkness, fire and ſorm _ , 3 
Len on the dreadful day. | Their faith and works brought forth . 


ff ß ,, , , and tos MA ad; wut 


Now gather all my ſaints (he cries) Shall make the world confeſs, 
That are at peace with God, My ſentence of reward is right, 


And heay'n adore my grace, 
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MA v 13. WELD 


- My foul tleaveth unto the dof : quicken thau me ac- 
cording to thy word. 'Pfal. 119. 25. 


One would dread that ſtate moſt of all others, which St. Paul 
deſcribes being paſt feeling.“ Epheſ. 4. 19. True, there is this 


_ alleviation, ſuch are inſenſible of their deplorable condition. But 


if the great trumpet of the goſpel awakes not the foul in this life 
to ſpiritual ſenſe and feeling, verily the loud archangels trumpet 


will awaken it to hear its awful featence and feel its dreadful doom 


at the laſt day. O what a miracle of grace to be quickned to know 


ones miſery, to feel ones wants, to believe the remedy, and cry.for 


relief! This bleſſed work is not of the will of the fleſh. No man 


can quicken his own foul. It is the ſovereign work of almighty 


power. It is equally aſcribed to the loving Father, the redeeming 


Son, and the ſanctifying Spirit, John 5. 21. and 6.. 63. Therefore 
gracious ſouls give all the glory to the ever- bleſſed Irinity. Free 
will is the child of pride, it dwells in the heads of the almoſt 
chriſtians, and is only boaſted of by the enemies of truen. 

am come, that my children might have life,” faith Jeſus. 
He quickneth the dead in treſpaſſes and fins; and then they. cry 
to him to have life more abundantly, Here is the wiſdom of 
heaven-born ſouls ; they deny themſelves of the vain pleaſures, car- 
nal delights, and ſenſual gratifications of this world. They know 
theſe things oppoſe the life, interrupt the peace, and damp, the 
joy of their fouls. Their only happineſs centers in Jeſus—in' life 
and love communicated from him. Therefore they ſtudy to avoid 
fuch things as are contrary to his mind and will, And as they too 
often find a cleaving to duſt, to the ſenſible, earthly, vain enjoy- 
ments of this world, this alarms them—it is a burden and grief 
to them. They pour out their complaints to their beloved Jeſus, 
wirh, Maſter, let it not be thus. Quicken my drooping ſpirit. 


Enliven my declining heart. Chear my languiſhing foul, accor- 


ding to the word of thy grace, the truth of thy ꝓromiſes.“ Here is 
the bleſſed confidence of faith. His word is our plea. By that we 
have aſſurance of being heard and anſwered. - The precepts. of 
his word teach us his will; and we cannot feel a want, but God's 
word promiſes to ſupply. 'Therefore that is the warrant of faith, 
light to direct our feet; and fo alſo it is our beſt directory for prayer. 
So Chriſt prays for all his. Sanctify them thrqugh thy truth; 
thy word is truth.“ John 17. 17. | rm RR | 


| My ſoul at times cleaves to the duſt; From vain deſires and ev'ry luſt 


Lord, give me life divine; Turn off theſe eyes of mine. 
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inbertfor re Jeſas alſo, that he might fanfify the * 
ple with bis ood, of Wer: without the Bete. Heb. 
13.42. 


0 86 viewed in ks ls of God's boly 1 fills the Gul with 
wrror; works wrath in the conſcience, and leaves the ſinner under 
the curſe without hope. But while the infinitely precious ſacri- 
fee of Jeſus is beheld, ſin appears exceeding finful—the finer is 
truly humbled the heart is melted into forrow—ſin-is loathed— 
ke is cleaved to—and os _—_ = in the by-difiveſted con- 

jence. 0 10 10736 

In the UbertiicldF old, as ehieret were no a in it, a lamp 
was to burn always, that the houſe of God might not at any time be 
in darkneſs: 'this the Lord ordained unto the children of Iſrael, 
Exod. 27 20. As the darkneſs: is: paſt, and the true light now 
ſmmineth, oy ſee:Jeſus;* who is the altar, the ſacrifice and the prieſt, 
by and through whom we are ſanctified. This truth is to be kept 
daily burning bright in the lamp of faith, in the temple of the 
beart. The Man Jeſus, upon whom all the ſins of the elect were 
laid, was made a curſe for them; he chearfully devoted himſelf, 
his holy body, his precious blood, his innocent ſoul, as a ſin. offer- 

ing for them in the great day of atonement. By his one offering 
he hath for ever perfected all them that are ſanctißed ;o that is, ſe- 
parated by the choice of the Father as the objects of his love. 
They are all conſecrated to God by the blood of Jeſus. | 
As the bodies of the beaſts, under the law, were burnt without the 
camp, and their blood brought into the holy of holies, and ſprink- 
led on the mercy-ſeat ; ſo our dear and ever precious Jeſus ſuffered 
all the inexpreſſible agonies of ſoul and body, from the fire of 
God's wrath, due to our ſin; bore all the ſcandal, curſe and re- 
proach of it, without the gate of the city,” as an alien and out- 
caſt of the people. His own moſt precious blood, having once 
purged, expiated, and taken away the guilt of ſin, and made 
perfect reconciliation for his people: it ever ſpeaks in their behalf, 
And pleads their cauſe before the throne; averts all wrath from 

them, and obtains all bleſſing for them. Being thus conſecrated, 
every believer is a prieſt unto God—he is encouraged to draw 
nigh to God with confidence of acceſs—and it is his. igh and pe- 
euliar honour, * to offer ſpiritual inn NR: to Ges 8 
Ear Chriſt.“ 1 Pet. 3. 5. . 
We ſee this: blood of Jefvr ſhed, 5 The a views th atonement made, 
n eee comforts riſe And leves the ſacriſice. 
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The liberal deviſeth liberal things, and . by liberal 


' things be ſhall Rand, or be eftabliſhed }. Ila. 32. 8. 


- 


We all naturally act with ſelfiſh and mercenary views, becauſe 


we are under the legal covenant, © Do this and live.“ Hence 


faith one, If doing righteouſneſs and performing good works 
will not juſtify and fave me, as good fit ſtill and do nothing, no 


matter how wicked I am.“ Saith another, To be ture, we are 


juſtified by faith only, but then I muſt fulſil the terms and condi- 


tions of the goſpel, for my holineſs and obedience ſecures my ſal- 


vation. Such poor creatures reaſon carnally ; their principles are 
only ſelfiſn; God is not ſerved at all, but pride and ſelf are at the 
bottom of all they do: to eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of their own is 


their chief aim. The glory of God is not ſought... His grace is 


overlooked. Jeſus is depreciated in his work and office, as though 
all his toils - and ſufferings, holy life and bitter death, had 


only procured ſalvation upon a better bargain. and eafier terme 


for us. Such principles are ſervile, baſe and diſhonourable to a 
God of grace and love. Vain the talk of ſuch working for God. 
They do nothing for God, but to earn ſomething from God for 
themſelves. Take away the idol sELE, and all working is at an end 
J4Jͤ 119155 21 - 13s; | tr: A hb 

But the liberal ſoul acts from gracious principles, and de- 


viſeth liberal things. He ſees all ſalvation is of fiee grace and 


free gift by Jeſus. He is our all, he hath done all, ſuffered 
all, obeyed in all things, prevails for all things, and makes all 


effectual to the ſouPs perfect, complete and final ſalvation. + The 


Saviour 1s in mine eye; he is in mine heart. He is my alpha and 
omega, my firſt hope and my laſt ſtay. My views are to his glory. 


O when I deſerved nothing but hell, Love, electing, everlaſting 
Love looked on me with pity, and was manifeſted to me raves 


Jeſus by the word and Spirit. Therefore is it I long. I love, I 


delight daily to glorify the ever-gracious and ever. loving triune 


God. I chearfully devote my all to him, who hath done: all for 


me, who hath loved me and given himſelf for me. My life of 
faith, of hope, of love, of holineſs, centers in Jeſus, and is from 


him. If I have but a cup of cold water to give, I give it in love 


and gratitude to him.” Such are the. generous ſentiments of the 


liberal ſoul. And, ſaith Wiſdom, by liberal things he ſhall 


tand.“ Stand faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made him 


b free. He ſhall be'eftabliſhed on the firm foundation of eternal truth, 


againſt the power and ſubtlety of Satan, and all the human ſyſtems 
and precarious ſchemes of man's deviſing. The foundation of God 


ſtandeth ſure, having this ſeal, The Lord knoweth them that are bis. 


And let every. one that nameth the name of Chriſt, deyartfrom ini- 
quity.” 2 Tim. 2. 19. > 
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God was in C brit reconciling the world unto bieſelf; 
not ane their e unto them. 2 Cor. 5. 19. 


The only y living and true God. the great ang eſſentially glorious 


Jehovah; Vatker Son, and Spirit is manifeſted to finners, as 


dwelling in en Chriſt Jeſus. This is the peculiar and precious 
wrath of che goſpel. A glorious myfigry,..known. oply-to believing 
ſouls. All —— ed knom edge of God is but vain ſpecu- 
lation, and pompous ignorance; — dwells in men of corrupt 
minds. deſtitute of the truth. But the new- horn ul draws. all 
his comfort, joy, and holineſs from this ibexhauſtible foun- 
tain of trut and conſolation. From hence ariſeth his love to 
Gad and delight in him. He beholds God, in Chriſt, loving and 
poor ſinners. of the human race. God is well pleaſed 

with them, and delighteth over them to do them good. 


Thus God and man unite in the one man Chriſt Jeſus ;. 3 | 


faithonly is the mind of a chriſtian eaſy and happy; for the cauſe of 
all diftreſs and ſorrow is taken away. Amaxing grace! wonderful 
love! Canſt thou read it? canſt thou believe it without tranſport 
and joy? God is. perſectly reconciled 3. he doth not impute treſ- 
paſſes. Unto whom ? Verity, the world, the elect world of Gen- 


tiles as well as Jews; ALL ſinners of the fallen race Wham the 


Father hath. given to the Son Chriſt Jeſus. God is reconciled to 
them. In faith and-love. they ſhall be reconciled to him 1 to his 


covenant tranſactions, electing love, juſtifying grace, ſcheme of 
ſalvation, and hope of eternal life by Jeſus — As the Father 


gave their perſons, ſo he imputed their fins to Jeſus—he hoe them 
 away——God.chargeth not treſpaſſes to. them they are free from 
fin, as viewed by God in Chriſt, To this truth the Spirit 

bears witneſs, through the d of Jeſus. So, believer, thau att 

to reckon of thyſelf... Though black as hell, polluted with _ 

deſiled with fin, yet in Chrift **thou art all fair, without 

fully reconciled to God, and ſtandeſt without treſpaſles 

him. What affree acceſs haſt thou ever open to God what — 

for triumph in him and love to him! what aſſured hope of eter- 


nal enjoyment of him! O my foul,. what, n 3 — 


to the Lord for all his mercies | F- * N 4 
Fill God in human fleſh 1 ſea, c 'Hixnams forbida my. dag fes. EA 
My ahonghes no comfort find; His grace removes my fins. 

» juſt and facred Three BE hoe e oO PROT 

Ave 'eftors ts my mn. While many on their works rely, © 
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So ſhall they fear the name of the Lord from the weſt, 


and bis glory from the riſing" of the fun. When the enemy 
ſhall come in like a flood the Spirit of the Lord ſhall lift 
up a ftandard againſt bim, [or chaſe him away]. 
When a poor finner knows what human nature is, and ſees his 
brethren and companions after the fleſh, living without Chriſt and 
without-God in the world; making a mock at fin, and ridi- 
culing the truths and ways of Jeſus; and finds his own heart 
touched with a holy loving fear of the Lord: then he is ready to 
cry out, Whence is this? He can only ſay, Grace reigneth ; 
the Sun of righteouſneſs hath riſen upon me. So, Lord, it ſeem- 
eth good in thy fight—1 have not deſerved this—thou haſt ſpoken 
in truth, and fulfilled in faithfulneſs. ' So thy word runs —ſo thy 
goſpel is glorified, free as the ſun, powerful as the wind. Jeho- 
vah's sHALLs are his people's triumphs. e 


But as ſure as the fear of the Lord ſhall be in their hearts, ſo 
alſo ſhall- the enemy pppoſe them; for if he dare plead with the 
Saviour, Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the law- 
ful captive be delivered.” Iſa. 49; 24. Verily he will follow after 


his once ſeized prey, and ſtrive to regain his ranſomed captive: 
yea he will challenge the r finner as being his property. 
One would be ready to aſk, Is it not ſtrange that the loving al- 
mighty Saviour ſuffers, the enemy, like a ſurly dog, to ſnap and 
inarl at his dear children, and be ready to tear the victuals out 
of their hands, and peace and love out of their hearts? No: 


it cannot be otherwiſe in our preſent ſtate; for we are clothed with 


an earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh nature, to which ſatan has eaſy acceſs. 
Humble fouls have little reaſon to complain that they have not 
known ſo great a degree of wrath, nor have been terrified with 
ſuch dreadful apprehenſions of hell and damnation as ſome others. 
O rather love and praiſe Jeſus, if thy ſoul is brought to cleave to 
him in faith, and chooſe him as thy Saviour and thy all, than wiſh 
to have the enemy let looſe upon thy foul. But if this is the caſe, 
be ſhall not go beyond the length of his chain. His power is thy 
Father's permiſſion. He may terrify with wrath, but it ſhall iſſue 


in love. Yea though he ſhould, like a powerful deluge, come in and 
diſtreſs with blaſphemous injections, horrible thoughts, perplexing 
fears, and ſentence and pronounce hell and deſtruction to, be 
thy doom, even then thou art ſafe. The Saviour's power is thy 


ſhield ; „ and the Spirit of the Lord ſhall lift up a ftandard”%— 


ved; ſatan ſhall ſee it and flee. 11 


Jeſus lifted up apon the Croſs; to him thou ſhale look and de ſa- 
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Exod. 33. 15. | 


. Happy for us if this was our addreſs to the Lord under every 
-enterpriſe ; how many diſtreſſes and difficulties ſhould we avoid ? 
how much more peaceful and comfortable ſhould we be in our 
Journey through life? It is a bleſſed thing to have an eſpecial eye 


If thy preſence go not with me, carry #s not up hence, 


do God's'preſence, as well as to be looking to his providence. 


"The Lord: may permit his children to ſucceed in their ſchemes and 


undertakings in the courſe of his providence, when he doth not 


accompany their ſouls with his favour and preſence. Vea, be- 
never, eanſt thou not ſee in many of thy ways wherein thou haſt 
been permitted to go, chat they have proved the very means of 


Llofag the ſweet fenſe of thy Lord's prefence? whatever outward 


1 pleaſure thou haſt gained, verily thou muſt confeſs to 


have ſuſtained an inward lof. How doth it behove every diſciple 


of Jeſus to *confider his ways.“ It is wiſdom, chrough the 


rice of the Spirit, daily to regect, what is the tendency of my 


preſet purſuit? what is my chief aim? what can I expect from 


| the end of it? am 1 going to gratify the fleſh in pleaſing diver- 
"Kons und carnal delights ? — yr moment. 'Confider! canſt 


chou expect the'preſence of thy God and Saviour ? 'canſt thou lift 


- up thy believing heart in prayer to Jeſus to accompany thee? 


Ecftainly if it is not right to afk nor expect his fpiritual preſence 
to go wich thy ſonal, ſurely THERE it is unlawful for thee to go. 
Tf thou canſt not yrAY in faith, canſt thou oo in faith? O re- 


member the love of thy Saviour, who died to redeem thee from 


this preſent evil world. Call to mind that joy and pleaſure which 
is experienced from a ſweet ſenſe of his love and preſence; and 


think how cutting to thy heart, how grieving to thy Spirit, if 
under thy vain indulgence Jeſus ſhould put this queſtion, « Dil- 
- ciple, loveſt thou me? 8 

- Tt ts related of a chriſtian, of whom ſatan had taken poſſeſſion and 
; greatly terrified and diſtreſſed her foul, that on his being aſked how 


ared to enter into a child of God? He replied, <1 found her 


on my own ground, at the play-houſe; therefore I challenge her 
as my ſervant. Whether the ſtory be true or not the moral i 


Not earth, nor all the fey 37 Thou art the ſea.of love. kr 
Onn one delight afford, Where all my pleaſures roll, 
No, not a drop of real joy The circle where my pa move, 


Without thy preſence, Lord. And centre of my ſoul, 
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Biebold, the Lord God will come with a_ſtrong band, 
and his arm ſhall rule for him: behold, bis reward ts 
with bim, and bis work before bim. Iſa. 40. 10. 


What was foretold in propheſy, is fulfilled in the faith and expe- 
rience of ſuints. Here are two notes of attention. © Behold ;” it 
highly concerns the - take ſpecial notice. When the Lord God, 
our Immanuel Jeſus, came to his temple, he found the beautiful 
building in fad diſorder; his ſpiritual worſhip loſt; and * his 
houſe of prayer turned into a den of thieves.” Behold, with a 
ſtrong hand and ſtretched-out arm, with no weapon, but an inſig- 
nificant ſeourge of ſmall cords, did he drive the multitude from 
the temple! Amazing miracle! The meek Lamb is alſo the li- 
on of the tribe of Judah.” So he comes not only with a ſtrong 
hand, but againſt the ſtrong, as ſome learned render it. So again, 
behold he taketh poſſeſſion of the temple of his people's hearts. 
This temple he finds in woful plight. All the powers of earth and 
hell are engaged againſt him. The ſtrong man armed keeps poſ- 
ſeſſion.” But precious, powerful Jeſus, caſts out ſatan, enters by 
his love, and rules by his Spirit, where ſatan reigned. But he 
comes not by power only, but by grace alſo; behold: he briags his 
reward with him. He clothes the naked ſoul with the robe of his 
righteouſneſs— He feeds the hungry ſoul with things—He 
giveth them his fleſh to eat, and his blood to drink. Then how 

o their ſouls pant after Jeſas? how do they hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſs, and cry and pray, Lord, increaſe our faith, that 
we may eat as thy friends, and drink larger draughts, and be more 


abundantly ſatisfied with thy love.” 


Thus our Lord God rewards his people with the fruits of his own 
toils, and the labour of his own finiſhed work and falvation ; even 
with righteouſneſs, peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, quietnefs of 
heart, conſolation of ſoul, aſſurance of love. But, O Jefu, cries 


the poor ſinner, « What a vile, ſinful, carnal, earthly-minded 
wretch am I ſtill by nature?“ Fear not, faith Jeſus, thou art cafl- 
ed to look unto me. Behold, <* my work is before me.” Have 
I vanquiſhed the powers of death and hell for thee, and can I not 


conquer fin. in thee, and ſubdue thy fleſh under thee? Was his blood 
the price of thy ſoul, and the atonement of thy fins? Then muſt 
thou wait in faith for the total deſtruction of the laſt enemy fin and 
death, at his ſecond coming; when in the triumph of thy foul thou 
ſhale proclaim the perfedt figom of Jeſus, and fay, 4 Worthy is the 
Lamb that was ſlain, &c.” Rev. 5. 12. | " 


S 2 
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| My fon, give me thine beart, and let thine eyes ob. 
ſerve my ways. Prov. 23. 26. 
* ANN ws] yd ow 30 22512 9013 SH7 356) Sem B10) & 2 3 
Many are the competitors for the heart of man; And thongh 
our dear Father and beſt Friend Jovingly calls for the free-will 
offe ting of this precious jewel, yet we are fooliſhly inel ined to truſt 
it in che hands of our worſt ene miks. This plesſing world, with 
Al its gay ſecnes of happineſs and joy, naturally attracts our af- 
2 2 hants our mind, and bewitches our ſenſes; ſo that we 
love it — Jengts our hearts to it chear fully, and dread. the 
Vvety thoughts: of leaving it. ele SH OU HM JO ei £1 
2-512 * Thoofſhalt have no other God but me,” ſaith Jehovah. We 
readily on the duty, and decry the wickedneſs of worſhipping 
an idol, though all the while we are ſerving the god of this world, 


4 


but he has blinded our eyes, and we ſee it not, The grace of 
God, thou ſovereign in its operations, yet acts not by force 
and cempulſion as upon meer machines, deſtroying our will, and 
* de ers men (as ſome pleaſe in contempt to aſſert) to heaven by 


the hair of the head. No; che ſervice of our Lord is perfect 
freedom. He loves a chearful giver. Glory to his rich grace, 
be opens the eyes of our underftanding, to know what is the 
hope of bis calſing, and what are the riches of his glory, Eph. 
1. 18. And when we fee Jeſus as our portion, our treaſure, then 
we willingly and chearfully devote our hearts to him. Is the miſer's 
gold his god? does it captivate his heart and affections? why o ? 
1 auſe he ſees that in it which ſuits his diſpoſition, and excites 
bis pleaſures. So of every other idol ſuited to natufe and ſenſe, 
Where the treaſure is, there will the heart be alſo: So ſpiritual 
affeRtions can only be happy from ſpiritual objects. The heart 
dan only be happy in God, when chearfully given up to him in 
faith and love. This is the very eſſence of vital godlineſs. 
Therefore the Father of Spirits invites us to ſpiritual joys. [ 
know my children, in your preſent ſtate, elothed with fleſh, you 
bave many lovers which would rival me in your affections, but 
chearfully devote your heart to me. Let your eyes be upon my 
ways. Conſider my love to you. I gave my beloved Son to die 
for you. My Spirit hath called you to behold what manner of love 
is this. It is my good pleaſure to give you a kingdom in glory: 
therefore, in love for my glory and your comfort, I demand your 
heart as a free. will offering upon earth.” O where is the generous, 
faithful, grateful . ſoul, but in ecſtaſy of love will cry. out, Give 
| — — t6 do what thou commandeſt, and command what thou 
- witt „ | 


* 
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But be giveth more grace. James 4. 6. 
It is a fare mark that the true grace of God, by Jeſus Chrift, is 
conceived in the heart, when the ery of the ſoul is for more grace. 
Thus there is an harmony between the Father's promiſes and the 
children's wants. God giveth. more grace: I daily need more, 
ſaith the ſenfible ſoul. He that drinketh of the water of life, 
faith Jeſus, ſhall never thirſt again.“ He ſhall never thirſt after 
any other fountain; he ſhall ſeek to no other ſpring but ux. 
There is no grace, favour, or good will from God! to ſinners but 
what is by Jeſus, through him, in him, and communicated from 
bim. Hete is the believer's merey; he has no ſtock of grace 
ſtored up in his own heart to live upon; but all the kindneſs and 
love of God, towards him is treaſured up in Jeſus. Here is the 
humility of believers ; they come, like Joſeph's brethren, to Jeſus, 
who is their elder Brother, for every ſupply; out of his fulneſs 
they receive grace upon grace. Jeſus is an inexhauſtible ſtore- 
houſe, therefore bis members cannot want. God the Father gave 
them grace at firſt in Chriſt Jeſus he called them by his ſovereign 
grace — he juſtified them fully by grace —he ſaves them daily 6 
grace — he ſanctifies them freely by grace—he,comforts them con- 
tinually by his grace —and he will glorify them according to the 
exceeding riches of his grace. Thus all is of grace, freely given 
to and richly beſtowed upon poor ſinners. s Vac 5W 
I know there are often reaſonings in thine heart and in mine, 
and in every humbled ſinner's, What ſuitable returns do [ 
make! what reward ſhall I give unto the Lord for all his bleſſings 
of grace? O what a poor, unloving, ungrateful wretch am ft 
bow do I requite the Lord my God?“ Such is the genuine lan- 
guage of gracious hearts. The aboundings of grace make ſelf 
-Parefal, and ſin abominable: Not rather as we be flanderoufly 
reported, and as ſome affirm that we ſay, Let us do evil that good 
may come, whoſe damnation is juſt.” Rom. 3. 8, Thou man of 
Sad, in the preſence of a heart-ſearching judge before whom thou 


| muſt ſhortly. appear, how wilt thou anſwer this queſtion, «Shall 


continue in fin that grace may abound?” doth not thy loving 

heart ery out in emotion, God forbid ?”? en e 

| ds not by works of righteouſneſs, 8 Rais · d from the dead we live anew; 
Which our own hands have done; And juſtify'd by graee, 

But we are ſav'd by ſov reign grace, We ſhall appear in glory too, 


- 
* 


Abounding thro God's Son. And lee our Father's face. 
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ö Fearfulne/s and trembliug are come upen me, and borror hath ou, rtr 
aubelmed me. Plalm 55. 5. 


Such was the mournful complaint of David; yea of Jeſus too, 
the root and offspring of David. Lo, an horror of great darkneſs 
fell upon Abraham the father of the faithful.” Gen. 15. 12. 
So che Lord ſuffers his deareſt children to be diſtreſſed ; though it is 
their, privilege, and they are again and again exhorted to. © rejoice 
in the Lord always.” Phil. 4. 4. Under ſuch exerciſes, Jet not 


q 


- diſciples entertain hard thoughts of the God of love, but ever re- 


member they are beightened by our adverſary. Leaſt of all ſhould 
humble: followers of the Lamb judge themſelves. not to. be true 
converts, becauſe they have not experienced ſuch dreadful terrors 
of hell and damnation in their conſcience as ſome talk of. MP 

It is an unſcriptural notion, the word of God lays down no ſuch 
rule, as if the foul muſt be under ſuch deep convictions of horror, 
muſt be as ãt were ſhook over the very mouth of hell, as a mark of 


true converſion; to Jeſus. Innumerable inſtances are there of perſons 


crying outunderdreadful horrors of wrath and damnation, as though 


Hell atfelf. was let looſe upon them for a ſeaſon; but yet after all, 
being ſtill unclean and filthy, like the dog to his vomit, and 
the ſow to her wallowing in the mire,” they have turned back to 
their old courſes. 10 tre a 

Thanks to the loving Spirit, he doth convince of ſin, not as a 
tormentor, merely to terrify with wrath and hell, but as a cou- 


FORTER to teſlify of Jeſus and ſalvation. He opens the eyes of our 


underſtanding, to ſee our loſt ſtate and wretched condition, and he 
gives us to.ſce the hope of our calling, &c. Eph. 1. 18. And 
the fruits of the Spirit are love, peace, joy, &c. Gal. 5. 22. He 
works effectually; he teaches us by the law to deſpair in nature 
and ſelf, and revives and comforts with hope and aſſurance of full 
und perfect ſalvation in Jeſus. But this is the caſe, while the Spi- 
- Fit of truth ſows the good ſeed of the path in the heart, ſatan, 
the enemy ſows tares to ſpring up and choke it. He works 
upon our unbelief, practiſes his deviliſh art upon our carnal reaſon, 
and ſuggeſts, that God is an implacable enemy the meek Lamb 
is a devouring, lion—the go} 
requires ſuch d 
miſery, wrath, and hell muſt be our doom. He is ever an im- 
placable adverſary to ſalvation by Jeſus, through ſovereign love 
aud diſtinguiſhing grace. Such terrors are to be prayed againſt 
rather than coveted; for David knew whereby they came, ſays he, 
%, Becauſe of the enemy and the oppreſſion of the wicked · one.“ 
ver. 3. Praiſed be our dear Lord for that precious promiſe, 
When the enemy ſhall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the 
Lord ſhall lift up a Randard againſt him,” and put him to 


is a cunningly deviſed fable, or 
ard terms, which we can never fulfil; therefore 


flight. Ifa. 59. 19. 
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children's good. Love overflows all bounds; gives t 
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VV ( 143 ) 


The Lord Cod is a ſun and ſoield: the Lord will give 
grace and glory: no good thing will he withbold from 
them that walk uprigbily. Pſalm $4. 11. wy 


Vulgar minds have but very contracted ideas of the magnitude 
of that glorious luminary the ſun, The moſt knowing öf the chil- 
dren of men form but very inadequate notions of the nature and 
properties of that grand fource of 775 and heat. We daily ſee 
his power and feel his influence. This he inceſſantly ſheds upon 
the whole creation FREELY. How vain and arrogant would he 


be deemed, who ſhould pretend he could proeure the chearing 


light and comforting warmth of the ſun? Dwells there, in the 
breaſt of man, a thought, that he can procure the tight of grace; 
or by his doings intitle himſelf to the comforts of ſalvation from 
Jehovah ? Yes: ſo vain, fo arrogant is that vile worm, that weak 


creature, proud fallen man. By fin, how ſtript of all but ſhame! 


by pride, « oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above alFthat is called 
God.” 2 Theſſ. 2. 4. But grace, like the ſtreaming light of the 


ſun, freely and powerfully ſheds its benign, humbling, comfort- 


ing influence upon the ungodly and unworthy. Se the Lord en- 


lightens and renews the ſoul of man—makes it fruitful to his glo- 


ry—and with his almighty arm ſhields and defends the new-born, 


| heavenly repleniſhed foul, from the violent attacks of every foes 


Grace as well as glory are his free gifts. 
Children of God, members of Jeſus, how ſafe ! ſalvation, how 


ſecure! For ſalvatien is all of grace; free favour, unmerited 


love, uncenditional election; not earned by any doings of ours, 
but freely given by promiſe. Glory, not procured by conditions, 


but freely beſtowed through Jeſus. See thy portion, believer— 


read it with joy—dwell on it with triumph. Here is a redundancy 
of promiſes ; the Lord will give, will give freely, © without money 
and without price,“ all things, every thing for his own Roch „and Ins 


to its gracious diſpoſition. No good thing will the Lord withhold. 


From whom? See the character of thoſe, upon whom the ſan of 
© grace hath ſhined. Is it thine? They are not in angelic purity, 


or ſinleſs perfection; but upright, ſincere in heart with Jeſus, 


"chaſte virgins, married to him in faith and love, who ſee all in 
him, that he is their wiſdom, e ſanctification, and 
- redemption.” They chooſe him for t 


eir only king toreign-in them 
und rule over them in love; delight in his work, and way, and grieve 


for, and ſtrive, and pray againſt all that is contrary to him, Of their 
* fins they are aſhamed—in their own righteouſneſs they have no 


confidence. Of Jeſus the bridegroom of the church, it is jruly 
ſaid, The upright love thee.” Cant. 1. 4. 5 


fulleſt vent 


MAV 24. (144 ) 
"Father binjelf ImoetE jou, John 16. 2 


IS NN | To hatin * * n 8 x: wu r 
Phe hiſtorꝝ of the life of forrows: and grief, and death of ſhame, 
curſe and agony, which Jeſus ſuſtained for ſinners, was it believed 
perfectly in the heart, is enough to fill the mind with the ſtrongeſt 
affeclion, and inflame the ſoul with the moſt fervent love. But 

alas! all have reaſon to complain for want of greater love to 


Chriſt, and ſtronger faith in him. O unbelief, what an enemy 
to love! _ Our love keeps pace with our faith. As the one 
grows. ſtronger, the other increaſetb. But if faith grows weak, 
love declines. . Yet no one poor ſinner that believes 5 record of 
Jeſus? love and falvation, as his only hope and confidence, but 
love, in ſome degree, is drawn out to Jeſus; for . faith worketh by 
love.“ The ſoul in its firſt Iove, and for a ſeaſon perhaps, ſees and 


nat periſh, but have everlaſting life.“ arms 240 WED 
nners—loves them ſo as is 
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ought to think. Therefore, on that account, glorying in th 


M av 25. (.145 ) 
I knew 4a. man in Cbriſt alove fourteen. years ago, 


| (whether in the body I cannot tell; or whether out of 


UW 


the boch N cannot iell: Godrknoweth) ſuch an one caught 


* 


from God himſelf, (which there is ever good reaſon to luſpect, 
unleſs they fink the ſoul in humility, and excite ſuch love to Jeſus 
9 Ned in knowledge and productive of obedience) are not 
to be gloried in. St. Paul fays, it is not expedient for uE to 
glory. I know the danger, I fear the evil of it, through the 
pride and treachery of my nature. It tends to exalt one above 
meaſure; and to make others think more highly of one than 4 


things is to be avoided, ons pn: cauſe of truth may re- 
quire it, when the glory of God only may be promoted by it; 
on theſe accounts it may be expedient to glory; yet it is not ex- 


pedient for the chriſtian to do it. So Paul declared, and yet he 


did glory; for neceſſity compelled, him. #3 h | 
_ Behold, admire, and imitate the humility of — apoſtle, 
«] knew a man in Chriſt, &c.” When he ſpeaks of himſelf as a 


| poor ſinner, under the moſt humbling, ſelf-abaſed views, then it is 
MY 


SELF, Rom. 7. But here, leſt oſtentation ſhould appear, he 
endeavours to conceal himſelf under the character of another man. 
What a contraſt is there between ſelf- exalting principles and the 

race of the goſpel! How widely different is this from the no- 


tions many profeſſors entertain ? For if they can but give a tolera- 
ble account of ſome viſion, revelation or manifeſtation, which 


they ſuppoſe was from God, they conclude they know their fins 
are. forgiven, and all is well. Perhaps this might paſs on them 
fourteen years ago, more or Jeſs. But what is their frame' and 


temper now? what their purſuit and practice? If no figns of 
d obed; 


faith, hope, love and obedience, but while ſunk into carnality 
and the love of the world, yet ſtrong in confidence that their fins 


are forgiven, and bold in hope of the ſafety of their ſtate; ſurely 


ſoch are blinded to the hope of the goſpel through conformity to 


Jeſus. Satan transforms himſelf, from a miniſter of darkneſs, into 
an angel of light. Luther was wont to caution againſt the White 
devil, as well as che black one. St. John's advice is ever needfol, 
« Beloved, believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, whether 
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MAV 26. 5 (5) 


He that eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my. blood, duelle: in me and * 
in him. John 6. 55. | 

This is a great en but d & a bodſhtieg rath i che ex- 

rience of Chriſts members: as gur Saviour ſaith, “ It is my 
2t to do the will of him that ſent me.” So it is the believer's 
privilege to feed by faith oh him that is ſent, even the Ach and 
lood of Jeſus; the Man like unto ourſelves j n all things, but 
(his fleſh 1 Pure aud holy, bis bed immaculate and untainted) 
- without ih: therefore healthful for che ſoul to feed and 
by it to be nomriſheck up to eternal life. For conſider, "foul, 
« Chriſt fufferecd in the fleſh” aft the hery Wrath and dreadful 
curſes” of God's pure and holy law, WR we deſerved, becauſe 
II: Chriſt; in his fleſh,” perfectly fulfilled All the de- 
of God's rigbtecds law, 4d wWrought ont 11 iglfteduſmeſs 
for thoſe who have no tighte6ufrisſs of rg oWn. the body 
of His flem he hath retendiled thofe who were aliens ant enemies to 
God; and itt the body of his fleſh, gar h death, he preſents 
diem unte God, vel, Ys unbltuenble, unrei ptovable in his 
Col: 22. Sutely then the fleſf of Jeſus 1 8 miert indeed.” 
e richeſt re paſt, the möſt ditions banquet for Poor ſinners. | 
" Chriſt's « lood is drink indeed.“ Moſt precious in its nature, 
moſt reviving to the thirſty out: O believer! the blood; of this 
God-Mati hath been hed for thy fins; it hath full png] divine 
Juſtice fot them; and thoſe, © who were ſometi fir of, ate 
now made meh to God by the blood of Jeſus,” Eph. oo 13. By 
his blobd peace is made with God.” Col. bs 20. e the 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin.” x Jolin As . Thus 
is Chrift's fleſh and blood th life of the out. e trlum- | 
phant ſong of the ſajits in glory, “ Jeſus SP. led us, and 
waſhed us from our fins in his own bſobd.“ Rev. 1. 5. Their 
confeſſio of victory over ſatan the accufer of their ſouls 1 is, b 
the blodd of the " Lab. * What is their glory and triumph 
above, Was the food of their ſouls while Ju ſinners here below. 
For in every ave, believers did all . eat of the ſame ſpiritual meat, 
and drank of the ſame ſpiritual drink, the fleſh. and blood of 
Chrift. ” x Cor: 16. 3. 

This fobd ſtrengthens man's heart. Tn drink makes Him of a 
chearful cbuntenance. He dwelleth in me,” faith Chriſt, by a ſecret 
and myſtical union; as faith the Pfalmiſt, “ Lord, thou vaſt beet our 
awvwelling g place i in all ages; and I in him,” by ſweet manifeſta- 
tion, knowieds: and comfort, by. faith. Thefti mable bleſſing! g 510- 
riovs privilege, ws to receive, thus to feed upon Chriſt i in the arr 
by faith! För, fatth Chriſt, He that eateth me, fall live by me; 
he hath eternal life.” Such are Chriſt's ſweet words and hearty- wel- 
come to his church: Eat, O friends! drink, O beloved! - Eat thy bread 
with joy; and drink thy wine with a'merry heart.” Eccleſ. g. 7. 
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ſtrengthens it alſo by the 


M4 27. e 


4 


_ Theſe things have 1 written to you, that believe op the 


name of the Son of Cod; that ye may know that ye have 


eternal life, and that ye may believe on the Son of God. 


Little Benjamin was as dear to his father Jacob as his elder 


brethren. The child Samuel was as truly a prieſt of the Lord as 
old Eli. So the feebleſt lamb in the flock of Jeſus, though ever 
ſo weak in faith and knowledge, yet is equally dear to the Fa- 
ther as the ſtrongeſt believer—loved with the ſame everlaſting 
loye—alijke intereſted in the ſalvation of Jeſus—and as certainly 
an heir of eternal life. Many weak children are ready to own this; 
but they doubt in their minds, and ſuſpect in their hearts, not 
happily knowing, nor being comfortably aſſured of their own in- 
tereſt in the ſalvation of ſeſus. There were ſuch in the apoſtles 
days; therefore the Comforter inſpires the beloved John to write 
to them. Though he condeſcends to their weakneſs of knowledge 

and comfort becauſe of the ſmall degree of their faith, yet he 


ſpeaks with the ſtrongeſt aſſurance and the boldeſt confidence of the 


truth of ſalvation by Jeſus. That is moſt certain. Eternal life is 
by Jeſus only; and is ſure to every member of his. Do you be- 
heve on the name of the Son of God, Jeſus, the only Saviour of 


loſt ſinners? This truth lies at the foundation of the goſpel: when 


this is known and believed in the heart, that foul has the earneſt 
of eternal life. OP FVV 
The Spirit of Jeſus has beſtowed the precious gift of faith. It 
matters not as to the ſafety of the ſoul, how weak ſoever it may be 
in knowledge, comfort, and love; nor how much it may = 
oppoſing workings of carnal nature, reaſon, and unbelief againſt it. 
Irs ſenſible gronings and ſorrowful complaints are evidences of the 
life of the "foul, through the faith of Jeſus. But is the poor ſoul 
always to abide in this weak, low, mourning flate? No; that 
cannot be. Jeſus will make his members comfortable as well as 
ſafe. The Spirit who begets faith in the heart by the word, 
Jy t = truth. Faith comes by hearing 
the word, and it is alſo increaſed thereby. "Therefore is Jeſus 
and eternal life revealed. The apoſtles wrote of this, and miniſters 
teach of this, that weak faith may be ſtrengthned, ſtröng faith 
increafed—that knowledge and aſſurance may be comfortably en- 
joyed— that believers may continue to believe, and perſevere in 


| believing on the Son of God; who is «the author and finiſher of 


our faith.“ Heb. 12. 2. 0 


* 
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ſtrength, is natural to us all. But when a poor ſinner * knows him- 


Lord have I fightebuſmeſs and ſtrength,“ That the Lord Jehovah 


is a Gd 6f righteouſneſs, IN that he is almighty in \ſtrength, 
oy 


all circumſtances; the Spirit teſtifies of Jeſus, '** who is our ſtrength 
and'righteouſneſs.” All fulneſs is in Jeſus; and & out of his ful- 
nefs'we receive grace for grace Though. without Chriſt we 
can do nothing; yet, throug 

all things.. Abide in me,” faith the Lamb, 


Poor helpleſd worms in thee'poſſeſs Thou art our mighty all, and we 
Grace,wiſdom, pow v, andrighteouſneſs, Give our whole ſelves, O Lord, to thee, 
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MAT 39 _ (149) 


(By grgce are Je ſaves, Eph, a, e . 
O thou man of God, * let not this truth forſake thee, bind-it 


about thy neck, write it upon the table of thine heart; it ſhall be 


health to thy navel, and marrow, to thy bones.“ Prov. 3. 3, 8. In 
the faith of this thou wilt live in love and gratitude to God, in 
chearful obedience to his ſovereign will, and in confident hope and 
earneſt expectation of eternal glory. While thou wile, be daily gy- 
ing to every carnal hope and. legal confidence, by the atonement. 
and righteouſneſs of Jeſus, this will be all thy plea, all thy hope, 
and all thy 'glorying, Hereby thou wilt be keßt zymble, and 
walk fafely. That * the foot, of pride prevail not againſt the,“ 
is =. happy part of this eee alvaion, fas 30. ſubmit 9. 
it as intirely of grace, free favour, unconditional election, unme- 
rited love, « acccording to the good pleaſure of the. will of God. 
the Father.” Eph. 1. 5. It is S0veRBI N GRACE, therefore. ſure and 
faving to all the ſpiritual ſeed of Jeſus. All in our nature is averſe... 
to it. Nothing in us could deſerve a right. to it, or procute a 
title in it. It is freely proclaimed to the wretched and hell-deſery- | 


ing, who have neither power nor inclination to perform. any terme 


* 


and conditions to obtain an intereſt in it. But the Lord's hand 


laid the foundation; his power will raiſe the ſuperſtructure; (He 
will bring forth the head-ſtone thereof with ſhoutings of grace, 
grace” ech. 4.75... 5 df amasban tied) pad ad 

Salvation is by bis TVG UISHING GRACE. One ſhall be taken and 
another left:“ One of a city and two of a family,“ Jer. 3. 14. 
whomſoever the Lord is pleaſed to take and ſeparate ta himſelf as 
veſſels of honour. The effects of ſaving grace are diſtinguiſhing; it 
works effeQually in them that believe: They are called with an 
holy calling” — poſſeſs the faith of God's elet—they experience 
« repentance to ſalvation” - they differ from their former ſelves in 
hope and condut—and are diftinguiſhed alſo from the world, 
« that lies in wickedneſs.” Under its ſovereign influence ſach 
a change was wrought in Paul, that he, who perſecuted Jeſus 
and his members, preached the faith he once deſtroyed.” Gal. 1. 


23. So every ſubject of grace is changed in judgment and 


affection. He no longer thinks grace is to aſſiſt him to do ſome- 
thing to gain acceptance with God; but he knows God hath 
made us accepted in the Beloved, to the praiſe of the glory of 
his grace.” Eph. 1. 6. Hence his affections are placed upon the 
God of all grace, as his center of all happineſs and ſource of all 
felicity. He delights “ to run the way of God's commandments.” 
It is his joy that Jeſus flies upon the wings of the wind to his 
relief. He loves to fly on the wings of faith and love to him. He 


daily prays © to be filled with the fruits of righteouſneſs, which 


ae by Jeſus Chriſt, to the glory and praiſe of God.” Phil. 1. 11. 


: ( 150 ) 


Moe is me, my mother, that thou haſt born me a man 9 
Rrefe, and a man of contention to the whole earth: I have 
neither lent on uſury, nor men have lent me on uſury, yet 
every one of them doth curſe me. Jer. 15. 10. 


MA 30. 


It is ſweet conſolation to-new-born ſouls to know the fate they 
are come to. Verily, ſaith Paul, « unto mount Sion, and unto the 
city of the maß God, and unto! the heavenly Jeruſalem.“ Heb. 
12. 22. Even all the glorious privileges of Jeſus? church and king- 
dom, of love, grace and peace. The utmoſt ſtretch of thought comes 
infinitely ſhort: of our highly- favoured ſtate. See alſo the+ bleſſed 
company you are come to, an innumerable company of angels, 


the general aſſembly of the church of the firſt-born, whoſe names are 


written in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the ſpirits 
of juſt ten made perfect, and to Jeſus the Mediator of the new 
covenant, and to the blood of ſprinkling.” ver. 23. And hath di- 
Kingaiſhing grace thus honoured us? Shall the church our mother 
bring us forth ? Shall it be ſo, and will not the world take knowledge 
of us, chat We have been with Jeſus? That cannot be, for then we 
Hould, be baſtards and not ions. For all are partakers of the world's 
hatred, as foon as they appear to be the objects of God's love, and 
live and act as his adopted children by grace. „ 
Mhat a ſtrict harmony is there between the propbets and ſaints of 
the old- teſtament, and the apoſtles and diſciples of Jeſus under the 
new? What ſtrong confirmation, that both are dictated by the ſame 
Spirit? In this one truth alſo they both perfectly agree, We are 
not of the world, therefore the world hateth us.” John 15. 19. But 
matvel not, faith our loving Jeſys, it is not you, but me. I am the 
principal object of hatred, you only for my ſake. But poor ſouls are 
ready to cry out, · Woe is me.” What am I always to be thus in ſtrife 
and contention? Is not my deportment and carriage towards the 
children of this world quiet and inoffenfive ? No; they cannot, they 
will not think fo, unleſs you do as they do, live as they live, follow 
their vain cuſloms, and partake with them of their carnal joys. © I 
have neither. borrowed nor lent.” Verily, this plea of excyſe is the 
cauſe of offence. For this they will.curſe us as over-righteous pre- 


-ciſe fools. Rut.ftoop.to.borrqw their ways, and lend yourſelf to their 


cuſtoms and practices, caſt in your lot with them, and all will be 
well; peace and friendſhip will ſubſiſt. But no; we prefer ſpiritual 
fellowſhip with Jeſus. above all: we dare not forſake him, nor incur 


1 1 


Hur Father's diſpleaſure. We know « the friendſhip of the world is 


4e 
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r hope of eternal life, whith' Cod that cannol lie, 


May 31. 


- 


promiſed before the world began. Tit. 1. 2. 


Chriſt's ſheep are the trophies of his victory, che triumphs of 
his croſs, and the glory of his crown. Though naturally captives 
and flaves to the god of this world, the prince of the power of the 
air, yet when reſcued by ſovereign grace, they hear the Shepherd's 
voice and follow him. But at preſent they are priſoners of hope. 
The ſoul is impriſoned and immured in tlie noiſom walls of the 
fleſh—expoſed to many taunts and jeers of the enemy and liable 
to! many freſh: rallies and onſets from the prinee of darknels. 
Often through theit views being darkned, and from the oppoſing 
laſts of the fleſh they fear, and are in doubt wheeler they ſhal 
ever arrive to the glorious: manſions of liberty and love; and the 
more they lgok to and conſider themſelves, the more diſcourage- 
ments ariſe/. But if eternal truth and almighty power, founded 
in everlaſting unchangeable love, can ſeeure them and bring them 


to glory they are ſurely ſaſe they ſfiall be eternitly happy. 
'Fhis' then is the joyful hope, ſuch the glérious confidetiee of 
evety poor ſinner whe bath fled to Jeſus for reſuge: Hope to 
wards Gd, founded upon faithfulneſs and truth, and declated by 
promiſe, can never fail. O ſoul, before converfion thou waſt à 
dead finner, without hope. But haſt thou faith, and hope, and 
love in thine heart? preeidus grates of the bleſſed Spitit! but 
not the foundation whereon to build thy confidence. Ere time 
exiſted; or days were numbered, or thou hadſt a being, hope for 
thy ſoul dwelt in the heart ef God — eternal life was planned By 
the glorious TREE —promiſed by the Father to Jeſus the ſurety: 
He hath performed all the conditions of the covenant.” By hear - 
ing the glad tidings, the divine Spirit begets faith in, love to 
them, and hope of enjoying them. Gifts aud graces are given 
from the covenant of eternal life; they are evidences and pledges 
of intereſt in, but not procuring cauſes of eternal ſalvation, It 
behoves to be careful not to invert the order of goſpel-orace 3 leſt 
the mind ſhould be perplexed, and ſatan gain an advantage; and 
there ſhould be glorying in graces received, inſtead of the God of 
all grace and love. Ever trace the ſtreams to the fountain-head. 
Frames and feelings often vary; they may delude and deceive 
gifts may be loſt «graces may decline. But Jeſus, our object, 
cannot: He is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. The 
God of truth cannot lie. His promiſe cannot fail. Eternal life is 
ſecure to all the heirs of promiſe. Wherefore are eternal tranſ- 
actions revealed ? but for God's glory and the confirmation of his 
people's faith and hope in God, and to excite love to him. Ever 
remember, By grace ye are ſaved.” Eph, 2. 5, 
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Jux 1. ( 152 ) 


- Wboeter bilieveth- that Feſus is the Cbrift is born of 
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Id 19-00-common for many of God's dear children to perplex 
and diſtreſs their minds, in ſeeking; after marks and evidences of 
the neu- birtb. And they too often expect to find them outwardly 
in the fleſh, inſtead of looking inwardly ta the ſpirit. For the ſa- 
tisfaclion and comfort of the children, the Holy Ghoſt bath laid 
down this inward evidence FaiTH as an inconteſtable mark of a 

When Peter made that glorious confeſſion, Thou art Chriſt 
the Son of the living God.“ Jeſus replies, Bleſſed art thou, 
Simon; fleſh and blood hath not revealed it unto. thee, but my 
Father who is in heaven.” All the powers and abilities of hu- 
man nature and reaſon (ſo far from teaching) are at enmity 
againſt this ſoul-ſaving truth. It is a knowledge only revealed 
by the Spirit, and received and believed in heaven-born ſouls— 
that the man Jeſys is the only Saviour that he is the anointed 
of God to the work of ſalvation of loſt ſinners. The very devils 
know and confeſs this, but without any hope of ſalvation thereby. 
But when. any poor ſinner is enabled to believe this in his heart, 
it is a bleſſed evidence of the love of the Father, and the power of 
the Holy Spirit. He hath the witneſs in himſelf, chat he is born of 
God.” He hath the mark and evidence of a child of God within 
him. As the gift of Jeſus is the fruit of God's everlaſting love, 
ſo faith in Jeſus is the fruit of his having died for our ſins, and 
riſen again for our juſlification, and aſcended to the Father, and 
ſent the Holy Gbhoſt to teſtify of him. It is called a holy faith; 
it dwells in holy hearts, and produceth holy fruits. Happy the 
heart that hath received this power and privilege to become a 
ſon. of God. The love of the holy Trinity is upon ſuch a foul. 
It is his privilege, like the happy Eunuch, to go on his way re- 
Joicing.” It is his happineſs to be looking for the mercy of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal life”, +, 


The ſor" reign will of God alone .. New-madels all the carnal mind, 
Creates us heirs of grace; And forms the man afreſh. 
Born in the image of his Son, GC 
A new peculiar race. Our quick ned ſouls by faith ariſe 
1 ee Ng | From the long ſleep C3. 55 
The Spirit, like ſame beav'nly wind, On beav' aly things we fx gut cyes, 
hay a on the ſons of fleſh, And praiſe employs out breath. 


— * ſuch advixe- which is CE —w— 


June 2. ( +53 ) 


_ Then-ſald bis wife undo bim, Mer fit eRain 
Furs Curſe Gad and die. ob a.. 


-Iiſeafonr of diſtreſd and aMiRion how muſt it alleviate the mind, 
and footh our forrows, to have ſo near and dear a friend as the 
partner of our. lives ſpea a good word in due ſeaſon? But on the 
contrary; when ſuch an one is uſed as an infirumenty« by the adves· 
ſary, ir beightens diſtreſs, and adds a double weight to the preſſure 
of afffi ens. Such was the“ case of patient Ja Fleſh og his 
fleſn and bone of his bone taunts. at him ſor his integrity, and 
urges that advice, which ab as a. dagger to — En — 
y believer, thod ate art born tO tronble ast. che f 
an And haſt therefore need of the fame faith 1 
Job had; of which thou ale art a partaker- r — to * 
eminent a degree. Thon allo haſt à peeviſh, fretful, repining 
for fe; which wäll be ever urging; upon chee reproaches, 


to. Bu then on thy guard againſt this dear partner, ra- 
ther near enemy, even thy carnub ſinful nature; the fleſh; with 
its affeftions and luſts. Know aſſuredly, when it would reaſon, 
with-thee, it is to heguile-thee—when: it'demanits: an audievcs, it 
1 the 1 Its nature is enmity; its work 
ings ane rebellion; its reaſonings treaſon. againſt thy Gods If 
thou de place to the ſleſſ it wilt wound thy but If Won ſuffer 
it to Fain an aſcendency it will darken thy mind, and bring dif. 
treſs upon thy conſcience. If tliou liveſt after the fleſſi thou 
ſhalr die.” If therefore at any time, through the pride and per- 
verſeneſs of the fleſh, thou art tempted to entertain hard thoughts 
of thy God ; to be impatiut under his chaſtiſementa, and mur- 


mur againſt his allotments; to call in queſtion the truths of hie 
| notd——the ſtability of his covenaut—the freeneis of his promĩſeos 


and the: ſecurity of thy ſoul through the faith of Jeſus; reſiſt its. 
ſuggeſtions in hs faink by. the word of grace; turn from its rea- 
ſomngs. as from a bitter f6e; and filence it wich the humbie 
kaif Langu o of faith: Shall va mceive good at the hand: 
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Thro' 1 Dear Father, if a net 
We fail by 8 not 5 Na to 8 re below, 
pu Yr 5 Aus yr muſt lean 1 our God, 5 
ſhall bear 
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ir ke 55 11. ee fome the fe 
life; unto others of death unto” 


What ſhall we 
the ſovereign diſpe 


iz OS a 


taught of God, are little in-our own oy, paſſive as babes in our 
dren to our Father's will. 


* 


vereigu grace of the Holy Spirit, „who dividech to every man ſe - 
virall 


to pleaſe, how, joyful to glorify the Lord my God ought. I to be 


from day to day? Looking unto Jeſus the author and finiſher of 
ee een nt bo} 120 lov en 


Thus doth the Lord of n vn 4 earth And orders all his works uf gtace c 
His great decrees fulfil, | © By his own lov reign will. 
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And one old Nati, ſaying, Billophe! 1 15 among 


the conſpirators with \ Abſalom... And David ſaid, G 
Lord; I pray. thee turn the counſel of Ros into 
fool! ;bneſs. 2 Sam. 15. 31. | 


Clouds ga 'gath! _ very faſt and grew very Mick at. {4 Sa time 
| over the hend of King David. His own beloved had drawn 
the wWörd of rebellionhis ſubjects flocked in great numbers 

aid to heighten the king's diſtreis his own ner joined the 
confpirity. But under all this David ſhewed himſelf to be a man 

| after Gôd's own heart. His foul looks through 5525 diſcourage- 
| ment. He knew the throne of grace to be ever open and acceſſi- 
ble, therefore the tidings "that | ſorrow to his, heart he in- 

ſtant] 81 makes the ſubject of his prayer. Happy tt ! ;when before 


N - 


carna reaſon | is ſuffered to plead; the prayer of faith is Preſented. d 
, Too, "tos oft do diſciples, upon bearing difagreeable tidings, 
L conſult fleſh and blood before they apply to their eyer-loving and 
4 faithful friend Jehovah. ' This ought not ſo to be. According to 
David's faith and prayer ſo the Tord anſwered him. The coun- 
t. ſel which he had reaſon to dread from Ahithophel, x was defeated by 
the Lord, and _ id bis own yn 12 5 5 the Lord 

| only is dur refuge and ſtrength; a very preſent help in ev 
t | fe ene Plalm 46. A. re 5 8 
0 EK!noweſt thou not, diſciple, there is treaſon and rebellion found 
oh with thee againſt David's Lord, even Jeſus, the king of ſaints? 
5 Not greater reaſon had David to fear, and to pray aginſt Ahi- 
9 thophel's counſel, than” thou haſt daily, As bis name ſignifies 
8 [brother of ruin or folly] it reminds one of the fleſh, a brother or 
n taker of the ruin of fin with the ſoul; and alſo that its wiſdom 
n is ever with us, and is ever counſelling and conſpiring: againſt the 
* peace and ſafety, the love and holineſs, the joy and happineſs of 
Mk — ſoul in Chriſt Jeſus, It not only Bette! againſt but luſts 
de to the Spirit continually. May this be our daily prayer 
* in tn ſpirit and n faith, O Lord, turn the counſel of the fleſh 
Got into fobliſhneſs, confound. its pride, deſtroy its luſts, ſubdue its 
er paſſions; let us not confer with fleſh and blood, let us not ſow to 
Ir: the fleſh, but enable us to confer with thee by faith; may our 
T6 converſation be i in i heaven. So n us to px off the old man 
at with his deeds.” 5 . 5 | 
Ay | rate. v3 e Sf OE Ca 
be Afiſe, my ſoul, my joyful bow'w, 0 | Chrit rais'd mba the ee lin, 
of And triumph | in my God; The gates of gaping hell, 

Awake, my voice, ana loud Bene And fixt my ſtanding more ſecure 
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Jous 3. ( 156 ) 


Take berd to FS TION Xs thy brother erefpaſs\ aint 
bee ſeven ſimes iu a day, and ſeven times in a day turn 

| Like ro tber: e 1 ent: iber 1 for a 1 
Uke 17. 4. 
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- 735 deg "ol of Wange Rite Ur teresgvd is contrary to the 
Kenins wore olpel—ihconſiftent/ with? the character of a diſciple 
SR re 55 lowly Jeſus. But our Maſter knows what is in 
in, aud that his members are compoſed of Reſh, as well as ſpi- 
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ake heed to Wente ſafth Jeſus. Watch againſt chis evil. 
We Of: ow each you! how 40 behave: > Suppoſe your 
brother treſpaſs, againſt thee, pity his weakneſs; pray for him by 
e to thy Father and his Father: Beware of angry reſemment. 
The avates his offence by frequent repetition, thou ſhalt in 
n Wi. hate thy e but as oft as — — = he as 
often © turn again to thee, ſaying, 1 repent; ſhalt- for 
: — "But 185 we not do forgive Nin until and unleſs he. do — 
fap, 'T re * In one ſente we ought, in anocher ſenſe. per- 
19 not. muſt not at our peril entertain anger, er let the 
ſun go down on our wrath; but in our hearts freely and fully for- 
12 an offending brother. But if he remain ſtubborn, and per- 


+Y t; and therefore able to offend one àgainſt another, and thereby 
| | 199 85 1580 Each tber in the * their minds, and fellow. 
| | 195905 Pirits. As alfo hereby to cauſe the way of truth to 
1 LY 0 9 80 55 the Nr who are glad to talce up every 
1 advantage to cr O theſe are your ſaints! ſee how full of 
5 wr th. they. are 5, ey bite and devour eachother!” therefore, 


a 8% oo ny 
n 


in a ſpirit of contention and bitterneſs, even then we are to 
forgive him in our hearts, and be deſirous of eubracing him i in 
MH arms of love. 15 falpe 2 
But may we not juſtly nd ring our aryivenels to 
kim until he turn and ſay I repent? Herom we have not God's 
word and God's method as our example. Though God loves his 
people in Chriſt Jeſus, and for his ſake pardons their fins; yet 
until they turn to him and repent he doth not manifeſt his pardon 
and forgiveneſs to them. But let us ever remember, as God's 
thoughts of love are towards us before we turn to him, ſo our 
thoughts of love ſhould be to our offending brethren ere they turn 
to us. And doth the Lord jeſus require us to forgive every re- 
peated "offence, even until ſeventy times ſeven ? ſurely then he 
will, magnify his Jove; his "mercy, in IE the 8 
offences of all who turn to him. 


Great i is God's lbvegand large re, He turns a our Wa Pos anfol ways, 
Theg'1 the redemption of his Son: And pardons what our hands haye done. 
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one. 


my infirmity! 
m7) #3 112 . 


JuNE 6. (157 ) 


Ad I ſaid, This is my infraity. Plum 77. 10- 


While we are in the body, we ire in un ſmperfett ſees liable 
to various exerciſes of mind. rhroagh indwelling corraptions and 
the ſuggeſtions of ſatan. Saints in all ages have experienced fluc-. 
tuating frames. Like the mariner, on a tempeſtuoũs ſea, at bit 
time they ſeem to mount up to heaven in comfort and joy; at ano- 
ther, they fink down in apprehenfion to the depths of hell; and, 
like perſons at cheir wit's end, they expreſs themſefvel in a very 
unreaſonable manner. Doubt and undertainty take plece of 
knowledge and truth. Unbelief ſeems to prevail over fanh ; and 
they are ready to call all in quſtion; not only paſt ſweet expetiences 
of God's iove to their ſouls, but the very Exiſtente of God's promi- 
fes, faithfulneſs and truth: and they wiite with the pen of ifiſpirs- 
tion, not of the Spirit of truth, but bf.a lying ſpirit, many falſe 
and bitter things apainit themfelves. * Woe is me, I am dridvne,” 
ſaith Iſaiab. 1 ſhalt one day periſh-by the hand of Sat,“ faith 
David. And in-this phlm, hope ſeems as it were giving üp the 
ghoſt, and with languid faint. accents breathes, “ Will the Lot 
caſt off for ever? will he be favourable no more? is his merey Yeah 
gone for ever ? doth his promiſe fail for evermore? hath God fer- 

otten to be gracious? hath he in anger ſhut up his tender mercles ? 
What a gloomy proſpect! what ſoul. diſtreſſing views mult a pou 
ſinner have, who lives upon his frames; whole hope ſprings from 
his own faithfulneſs or truſts to the exercife of his own grace, in- 
ſtead of the God of all grace the bleſſed Jeſas, ** who is the ſame = 
yeſterday, to-day, and for ever?“ How comforting ! how heart- 
reviving to know the Lord ©, who ſent redemption unto his pe6- 
ple, will ever be mindful of his covenant, which ſtandeth faſt for 
ever? Pfalm 1 1 1. 5, 7. Thereforethe Holy Spirit ſtands engaged, ih 
covenant-contraQ, to execute his office as the comforter. When 
he is pleaſed to revive the foul with the views of Jeſus, his glori- 
ous work, his finiſhed ſalvation, ſatan ſkulks away like a mean 
:abaſhed liar. The believer returns to his right mind, takes ſhame 
unto Himſelf, and ſays, That 1 ſhould ever doubt of thy love, call 


* 


% N 


Hence from my ſoul ſad thoughts be gone, Till ſov'reign grace with ſhining tays 
And leave me to my joys; _ Diſpell'd my gloomy fears. 
My tongue Mall triumph in my GO]; e DG ee 
Chriſt pleads his righteous cauſe, In vain the. tempter frights my ſoul, 
eee ä And breaks my pence gain; . 
Darkneſs and doubt had veil'd my mind, One gl mpte, dear aviour, of thy face 


- Anddrown'd my eyes in tears, Revives my joys again, 


* = * * 75 S\ 2 2 
1 2 a abt * % - 4 
A r 

Lee N n : 


— po 5 _ =; 
0 ö 

8 bo” 
1.8 

LEE 


Juns 7. ( rad ) 
Lord, behold be whom thou loveſt is fick. John 11, 3. 
e . iel live in our thoughts; ſhould be our 


| daily ſtudyl To keep a fweet intercourſe open between Chriſt and 


the, foul, ſhould be our conſtant exerciſe. And to be watchful 


. againſt every bold intruder that would interrupt our communion 


with the Saviour, is our greateſt wiſdom. Thus, through the Spi- 
rix's aid, 4 boly freedom and humble familiarity is. maintained 
with Chriſt and our hearts. Why ſhould we not be aiming thus to 


anticipate heaven ? For Jeſus never intermits in his love to us, 
care over us, and preſence with us. Through ſuch a happy con- 


duct we ſnall enjoy an abiding ſenſe of this. Then, when ſin aſ⸗ 
ſaults, afflictions ſurround us, ſickneſs overtakes os, ſorrow bows 
us; down; death threatens, or whatever may be our ſtate, how 
comforting''vhen the twin ſiſters of faith and hope, like the two 
ſiſters of Lazarus, carry our caſe to the Maſter? * Lord, behold, 
he whom thou toveſt is ſick.“ Short but very expreſſive. Not like 
the; Nobleman's importunate prayer: Sir, come down, ere my 
ſon die 3 but a fimple meſſage. They knew the love and power 


of Jeſas. They — not his ſpeed. It is enough to lay our 


caſe beforeithe Lord. It is beſt intirely to ſubmit to his will, and 


c E wait his time. 1766 He that believeth thall not make haſte. ” 


28. 16. „at! 1 2s 
ls there a poor ſinner on dari; who benin in Jeſus, that can 
doubt of bis love? Hach he not given the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of 
it ? Infinitely: ftronger” than if he had ſent an angel to teſtify of 
his love to us. For he came himſelf—he more than told us how 
he loved us his ſorrows, his ſufferings, his agonies and death, 
maſt Joudly: aim it for our fins he bled, for our fins he ſuf- 


| feted; yea for that moſt baſe fin, that fin of all fins the greateſt, 


unbelief. This, even this Jeſus bore himſelf in his own body on 
the tree- Art abo often ſiek, and feareſt this maſter ſin will 
prove the death of thy ſoul, as it does now the life of thy com- 
forts ? Is this the grief of thine heart, and the cauſe of thy woe? 


Jeſus is the alone phyſician, the only cure. Though, like the 


ſiſters of Lazarus, wWe cannot plead our ftrong love to Jeſus, yet 
we may feel his love to- us. Lord, behold, he whom thou loy- 


eſt is fick;” - Hat thy ſervant Ry —— 1 8 3 Nelp, thou 1 mine 


unbelieſ. 1 


N win F WE 
tw many! are the Wanne of eber was I'm Aide, poor and low, 
mercies, Lord, how great: And light and peace depart, 
We have 1 not words, nor hours 0 My x Jeſus ſees my heavy woe, 
Their number to US ANY Ext And bears me on his . 


1 pr s EEE" 
#5} w— 3185 yt fa $ RA nf A” 


JUNE 8. 


( 159 ) 
Bleſſed 34 the num whom thou chooſeft,; and cauſeft to approach 


. 


uata thee, that he may.dwell in. thy courts. We ſhall be-fatisfied 
with the goodneſs of thy houſe, even. = 


ace. * Pro- 
w from the river of 


ſd with ll ſpirityal blefings in Chriſt, according as he hath cho- 


of Jeſus, who exceeds in glory. All the glory and Aenne of 
4 18 In NM. 


The Lord bath proclaimed all goodneſs in him, diſplayed through. 


my portion, ſaith my ſoul, therefore will I hope in him.” Lam. 3. 
24. A glimpſe of Jeſus glory and goodneſs ſickens the ſoul to 
other object. A lively faith in him, and hope on him, engages 
affections toward him; and love is very jealous and excites to watch- 
fulnefs againſt any tivaF that may diſturb its happineſs or deſtroy its- 
comfort. J will ſing unto the Lord, becauſe he hath dealt bounti- 
fully with me.” Pſalm 13. 6. | | 


— 


Juns 9. _ ON 


— 
. it 
oy A 17 * 4's 1 1 . * 
* = < L * , r 27 — T7 "Rs 7 
* — 41 — -.t — 44 -the „„ > 


rines « of) grace tend to 
. fothFuf petty The 


ce 


dll the foul afleep is ſupi ne Adel 
gh be f doks 


Deely, to 
forward — Catfitmens of. _ XC precious promi- 
ſes. Hener we are excited ta Aug in the performance 
ef duties in the uſe of means, daily the exerciſe of races. Do 
_ we look ſor the Nl of the earth, the elements, and all ſublu- 
nary things ? do we expect to the ade e of new heavens 
unc a new earth? do we 2 and ſometimes long for the coming 
Woe tn mere eb maſter and precious Savic ir? and ſhell we 
-carnal cafe war, ſprituzl Ba ſhall, ne, yot fear to be 
— f Jeſus in ſuch a ſtate ? Moſf true, “ Jeſug bath made peace 
for us by the blood of þ 7 * But hell we not be dilig ent to 
maintain a lively ſenſe « ce in our hearts S e bor 
is this to be expel, ed, bub by ſtatically avoiding thoſe things 
-. which-- tend to dr heart” and alienate the affections 
from Jeſus ? If we Jobe fight of the Lamb, we Tofe the ſenſe 
of peace If we look at the things which are ſeen, they tend to 
beget love to them, and increafe anxious ſe icitude for them. And, 
alas then they only pierce us through with many forrows. | And: 
moſt of all, when we are in our ri Int minds, do our forrows i in- 
creaſe, if we decreaſe i in ſpiritual dili (gence, and grow in World- 
bo -mindedneſs? + | 
DE thou h thou knoweſt it is GO that e eicech thee 5 wig 
get wealth, his providence is engaged to Rebe A 
Sho abateſt nothing of thy 1 in thy worldly e 
nor art leſs careful. to — to keep thy bedy from harms, and admi- 
niſter to it ſuch tbings as are for its health. Moſt” hap! ppy. is it for 
thee, thus daily to watch oyer and care for the peace 12 profpe- 
35 of N B. Þ thy Jefys is thy peace, by living on him op en- 
Saviour; by looking to bim chen ſhalt be kept 
n 42 and in this r= verily thoy ſhalt be blame- 
e * h 8 made fat.“ 
Prov. 13. 1 | e an 
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always hears, he ever loves, and he can inftantly deliver. But 

if he does not, reſt aſſured it is love delays for thy profit; but thou 

malt be fare to find, “ as tribulation” abounds, conſolation ſhall 

much more abounds.” And thy Lord's advice is, “ Call upon me 

in the day of trouble, and 1 will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glo- 
4 EP" e177 


Joxs 10. 


( 161 ) 


Aud bis diſciples came, and took up the body, and bu- 


1 „ 


— DYE - 4 a 


« 
% 
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Thus was extinguiſhed that burning and ſhining light John Baptiſt. 
Il is very ſtaggerivg to the eye of ſenſe, and the judgment of car- 
nal 1 95 8 the Lord, whoſe eyes are over the rightecus, 
ſhould. yer Tuffer his faithful miniſters and deareſt children to full 
a facrifice to the rage and” matice of cruel and unreaſonable men. 
This puzzled the royal prophetDavid—this alſo was an exerciſe to 
patient Job—and it has put diſciples to the ſtand in all ages. One 
is ready to cry out, Where is the God of Elijah? When it comes 
nearer home, and ourſelves are the ſubjects of inſults and injuries 
from the power and malice of enemies to Jeſus and his truths; chis 
is a trial of faith. And if the exerciſe is continued for a ſeaſon, 


+ 


| when, He enemy triumphs, and God our friend appears not as our 


deliverer, how does our adverfary ſatan, who has ſtired 5 

fightings without, induſtrioufſ/ aim to ipject fears within, nich 

a «where is how thy God?” . What, deſt thou vainly imagine 

thyſelf a child of God, white thy Father leaves thee to this cruel] 

treatment? If thou waſt in his favour, thou wouldeſt ſurely find 

55 a Thy want of his care, proves thou haſt no part in 
is ove - ii ... of SY + 3 F338 ˙ 33474 17 ; oh 4 "> 


' Now thou art called; O chriftian, to fight and refiſt ſatan d- 


faſtly in the faith. judge not of thy Father's love by preſent 
diſpenſations—ſtrengthen thyſelf in thy God—confult his word— 
wait on him take up the deceitful unclean body of ſenſe and 
carnal reaſoning, and bury it, and go and tell thy Jeſus. . He is 
thy wiſdom, thy counſellor; he is a perfect match for thy ſubtle 
adverſary. There is ſomewhat very alleviating to a diſtreſſed mind, 
to pour out its complaints into the ſympathizing breaſt of a faith- 


ful friend. What is the cauſe of thy forrows? make that the ſubject 
of thy free converſe with the Saviour. If thou art ſmitten on earth, 


tell him who feels for thee.in he®en. Here is thy comfort, he 


Y #4 # 


* * 


rify me. Pſalm 50. 15. 


Th” obſcure abyſs of ae * 
Tes 4K to ſound with mortal liner, 
Too dark to view with feeble ſenſe. 


Jux E 11. ( 162 ) 


Then ſaid theſe men, We ſpall not find amy occaſion 
againſt this Daniel, except due find it againſt bim con- 
cerning the Jaw of bis God. Dan. 6. 5. 


Happy Daniel, to have ſuch a teſtimony of thy conduct from 
the mouth of thine implacable enemies. Though theſe men could 
alledge nothing nt this fervent of (the; wok. bigh God, in re- 
gard to his da ard life and converſatian, for he was a good ſubjedt, 
a. quict neighbour, juſt and honeſt in; his dealings. Though in 
an eminent Ration in the province, yet with what contempt. and 
855 do they ſpeak of him? This Daniel, this over · righteous 


low, who pretends to be more religious than all the reſt of his 
neichbours. 2 5 was in the : ' 
will be, „ He that is born after the fleſh, will perſecute him. that 
is barn, after the 72707 Re r bis. 5. 
But let every diſaple ſee, to it, that he ſuffers as a chriſtian; Take 
heed that By | j6,nnd anda be.lack ag becometh the. goſpel. It 
- 18 4.great bleſſing ſo to behave, that the carnal-world: can find no 
juſt occahon againſt one's moral cqgduRt.. This t ier of, 
hear eyes are upon us, watching oyer us for evil. This ought 
to be improved, to. make us very circumſpect in our walk. As to 
our religion, th | | 
is ſure to be hated for his Maſter's fake.  « Wo be unto: us when 
all men {pe 8 well of us,” a our Maſter, 1 Laks 6. 26. 21 
hey ſeek matter enough againſt us; both as to faith, ho 
17 4 1 5 woul — urely caſt us into a den of = 
as they did Daniel, was it practicable and permitted. But they 
could not. deprive Daniel of the love, preſence and protection of 
San of God: That makes every place a heaven of de- 


_ Chriſt's dying prayer for the ele& Jews, his murderers, was, 
« Father, 1 I hag for they know not what they do.” Ig- 


| 0 the enemies of thy ſoul? Here thou mayeſt indulge a 
weet 


bing, ſo it is now, and ever 


is they abhor. For this every follower of the Lamb | 


thee theſe glad ti 
though thus belove 


JUNE 12. ( 163 ) 


Fur Chriſt is not entered into the boly places made 


with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into 
heaven itſelf, now to appear in the preſence of | God for 


5 How highly was Zacharias Honouted, to hear the goſpel of fal- 


vation from the mouth of an angel! who faid, 1 am Gabriel, 
that ſtands in the 3 of God, and am ſent unto thee, to ſhew 
oy” But we: ſee the awful effects of unbelief; 

J and honoured of God, yet he was ſtruck 
dumb for a ſeaſon. Though God moſt dearly loves his people in 
Chrift Jeſus, yet he ſees their ſins, and with fatherly affection will 
chaſtiſe for them. Do we nor ſee fomewhat of our own caſe here ? 
For as faith in Jefus inſpires the heart and tongue with boldneſs, 
ſo unbelief ſtrikes us dumb. We'cannot ſpeak a word, nor offer 
a plea for our poor ſouls, if we loſe ſight of Jeſus, But he never 
forgets us, nor are our ſouls ever neglected by the Lamb who 
is in the midſt of the throne. In our nature, in the ſame hu- 
man body which was hanged on the tree, with the five wounds 
in his pierced hands and feet and in his precious ſide, he appears in 
the preſence of God; like ſome victorious conqueror, who has glori- 
ouſly delivered his country from the cruelty and rage of a mercileſs 
enemy, he glories in the ſcars he received in the field of battle. 
When Jefus wept over dead Lazarus, ſee how he loved him, faid 
the Jews. But when poor ſinners think of his wounds, crucifixion, 
agonies and death, O what infinitely greater reaſon is there to ſay, 
See how he loved us! ſee how he ſtill loves us. Notwithſtanding 
all our baſe and unloving behaviour to him, Kill, O moſt foul: 
affecting truth ! ſtill he appears before God ror vs—he preſents 
his -once mangled body—he pleads his once bleeding wounds in 


our behalf as our atoning ſacrifice for our fins, for our ſalvation. 


Thus glorified Jeſus now appears in the preſence of God for us, as 
our dear Mediator, our loving Lord and precious Saviour, our 
affectionate Advocate and powerful Interceſſor. When fin, preſents 
itſelf to the mind, and forrow bows us down, how happy are our 
fouls in knowing that Jeſus is before the throne for us, and is, 
through the favour of the Holy Spirit, alſo preſent to our minds! 
then we truly love and rejoice in the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, che love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt.” 
SRI 097 Peet 5s 7 OH any 
Lift up your eyes to th* heav*nly ſeat, * Petitions now, and praiſe may riſe, - 
Where our Redeemer ſtays; And faints their off rings bring; 
K ind interceſſor, there he fits, The prieſt with his on facrifice 
And loves, and pleads, and prays. Preſents them to the King. 
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Valk, in” 


love itfy iffyin; 


Ihn 1. 9. 
©" denor 
lie of obedience to the law: 5 ey are righteous 5 his righte- 


7 Soſneſs imputed to them—from * uilt ok all ſin, 
and atoning 10 


: e 5 575 grace. of his Spirit, regenerating and renewing them i in the 


15 thy duty to to. give Jeſus al 


6164) F 
' bring ſortb u ſom and then" ſoalt call 


Ju nE 13: 


bis name JESUS; for. be ſball Jave dts __ from heir 
fins... Matt. 1. 21. 


7 (TE BYY þ | = Nag Yrva 


tte Holy "Ghoſt brin ngs 


finners, Arold che belie 


yo to onto 


Lg Stn to me hearts of poor 
f the mauhood of Jes vs. To this end 
"the —— tf ſo f irticu lar in Dis teftimony, by the word of the 
ception "and düch of Chrift. 1 Fils 1s our h: ppineſs at all 
"ee 95 the Saviour as “ Emanuel God With ws,” our 
"Broder, te” fleſh of dur fleſh' and bone of our bone.“ 
” "As Klik: E bf himſelf, „ Behold, I am, according to thy 
Read. Bebold, my terror ſhall' not make thee 
Arad, weder ſhall” my dand de heavy upon thee.” Job 33. 5, 6. 


80 do conceive of eſus, is a ſweet myftery Joyfully known to the 
| © believin art. 


heart. nd bis name is as * precious ointment poured 

forth. f. 1 Gffuſeth the ſweet favour of the Father's everlaſting 
eternal falvation. Therefore he is called Jrsvs, 

"for he dt As even ALL his peo 


0 85 of every kindred, nation, 
tribe and tongue! z even all that *« by the giftof the Father.” 


Save them from their fi 8 from the curſe of the law 
en finners. © TE! firs are 3 to him by his 


* 17 


y his death 
power of fin in their hearts, 


from the love an 


their minds. 
This, believer, thou haſt in Jeſus by faith, but much more in 


hope: For dur Jeſus will deliver from the very being of fin. 


That 2 1 thou ſeeſt to-day, thou ſhalt ſhartly ſee no more 
for ever. This thou longeſt for. This glorious ſtate thou ſhalt 
enjoy: for thou ſhalt ** receive the end of thy faith, even the fel. 
Ae of thy foul.” Though thou art a poor ſinner, yet through 
rake of or LA } eſus thou art tich thou art ved in the 

with an Seile ſalvation.“ Hence grace and glory are ſe. 
Prof to thee. - It is thy mercy that falvation is his work, and 
he hath N i. It is th) a to believe this daily. It 
al" he lory. The more ht thou 

receivelt from the word of Jeſus N Spirit of truth, fo much 
the more wilt thou Fe of thine own Vile finful nature and abhor 


72 and glory only. in the infinite Penn of tl the e ſalvation 


eſus. Nit dens 
1181 7 Yon 11 7 
Twis God's en 5 that dun Jeſusthe Lord appears ut laſt. 
ToTefev© tebdl5Jdbm'Yl to die; And makes his Father — 59 — 


He gave us grace in Chriſt his Son, Declares the great tranſactions paſt, 
Before he ſpread the ſtarry ſie, And brings immortal bleſſings down. 


Jo NE 14. 6165) Sy 


call It is Gad vo worketh\in. you both to'with and 10 


It is the peculiar bleſſing of every new-creature in Chriſt Jeſus, 


do 


SMT 3 wh 
EY ww *% 


— 


Poor 0, be ©, renewed. in knowledge,” Aud as che Soul advances in 
bnd the divine life, he more clearly underſtands the heights and depths 
ff the of the myſteries of divine grace, by the Word and Spirit of 
IEA truth: So.alſo the workings of the.myRery of iniquity. . 
7 The notions af our own tree-will and ſelf-righteoulneſs are the 
weeds of nature, they ſpring from prige which Nr 
„ü our very conſtitution and being. This oppoſes and rebels, againſt our 
"thee .own.mercies, even the free-grace truths of the en it is the 
5. 6. exerciſe of faith to ſubmit to the righteouſne $. of God. to bow 


0 the to the ſovereignty of his will, and to adore his Spirit who work- 
dured eth in us to will and to do of his own good pleaſure, O diſciple 
aſting of Jeſus, how art thou ſweetly ade Dug this from the rich 


sus, experience of the truth upon thy own ſoul * hat is the natural 
ation, bent of thy rde. but to reject if eſus the Lord of life and glory 2. Its 
her.?? language is, I will not have this man to reign over me.” I have other 
e law and better lovers, and after them I will. go. I will fob GD e 
y his of ſin. I will love the world: Iwill take my full twing'jn the gay 
ghte- . delights, the pleaſing profits, and glorious honors ef it, Thus the 
death natural free-will of man ſpeaks plain, by its affections and actions, 
carts, through the darknels of the underſtanding. Thy free-will was to 
n the deſtroy thyſelf: It was the will of the Lord to fare thee in Chriſt, je- 


| ſus. Therefore in the day of power, the Holy Spirit made thee willing 
to come to Jeſus for life and ſalvation, With free choice, and cheer- 
ful willingneſs, thou cameſt in faith, as a periſhing ſinger to a pre- 
- cious Saviour. Wilt thou ever aſcribe any glory to thy will? Wilt 
thou ever ſuffer thy power to ſhare in the trophies of thy Lord? Nay, 
ſhall not free, ſovereign, unmerited grace, have - all the glory? 
Wzdile the daily prayer of thy ſoul will be, Leave me not, O Lord, 
to myſelf; for without thee, O Jeſu, I can do nothing—nothin 
but fin againſt thee, and; wound my own ſoul. If thou truly. de- 
| +: lighteſt in the law of God after the inward man, if it is the delight 
1 of thy foul to do thoſe things which are pleaſing in his fight,” 
ever put this ſoul-humbling, grace-exalting queſtion to thy heart, 
Who made me to differ? What have I that I have not re- 


1 


; - | 81484 * . k- 4 IS N 53 
ceired ?“ Therefore I have nothing whereof to glory. 
098 vi + 2; 


1 Kenia a Mad . ie wants hos Mato | 
Lord, what is man, or all his race, Jeſus our Lord, how wond'tous'g reat 
* 


Who dwells ſo far below, Is thine exalted name! 
Ther chen foold& viſit him with grace, The glories of thy bea, ain Rate 7 
And love his nature ſo? Let che Whale earth prochim. i 

34 nous S 3% 17 25382220) a: Ft} Tr 5 11 85 T2 21! Is E 
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Jux RE 25. (166) 
Me ibat are in this tabernacle do grone, being bur- 
„„ Oo So ee - NS 


It is a ſore temptation, that ſaints of God in all ages have fallen under, 
that they, upon a ſurvey of the outward eaſe, pleaſure and proſpe- 
rity of the ungodly, have called the proud happy; Mal. 3. 15. 
and under a ſenſe of their inward gronings, burdens and ſorrows, 

they have been led to think, it is vain to ſerve God, and call in 


OS queſtion his dove to them, and care for them. Such ſentiments as 


theſa, at times exerciſe their minds: I called by grace! Is my foul 
quickened:and made alive to God)? have I fled to Jeſus for refuge? 
am] a child of God iby adoption, through the faith of Jeſus ? Surely 


it cannot be. Was it ſo, ſhould I be thus plagued all the day, 


and chaſtened every morning ? ſhould I grone thus under oppreſ- 
Gon from ſatan, tribulation from the world; and eſpecially be 
thus burdened crith the luſts of the fleſh, and the carnal 1 
of corrupt nature ? Surely if ever I have Known any thing of Jeſus 
cleanſed my heart in vain, and waſhed my hands in innocency to no 
nenn eee wk wal ya BRIT 10 


Thus doch che ſubtie derpent artfelly teal into the mind, and 


often borrows the tongue of ſaints. But this is very injurious to the 
_ foul; as we ſee in the experience of the Pſalmiſt, 73d Plalm,, And 
it zig highly reſented by our loving Lord and Saviour, as very diſ- 
honourablerto bim, as we ſee in Mal. 3. i144. 
Saints burdens are creature- allotments—believers grones are 
Jeſus concerns Children's ſorrows reach the Father's heart they 
are the lot of God's people in every age. Prophets, apoſtles, 
'martyrs and confeſſors of Jeſus, none exempt while in this taber- 


nale. Yea they are the evidences of the life of the ſoul : and alſo, 


under the Spirit's influence, work for the profit of the ſoul. Here- 


by it is inſtracted in ſelf· knowledge to bow to the ſovereignty of 
God in humility and dependence on Jefus. Prayer is excited 


faith is called into exereiſe - God's word is ſearched—promiſes.are 
prixed . exhortations become pleaſant—catnal hopes are cut ff. 
* worldly joys become irkſome— earth is leſs loved and a finful 


body groned under, maltes perfect freedom in glory longed for. 
But here. is a ſweet portion of comfort; drinł of the Lt the 


way, and lift up thy head; . Cuſt thy burden upon the Lord, 
and he ſhall ſuſtain thee; he ſhall never ſuffer the righteous to be 
i wr WOES No 


Now!let my Lord'my'Saviour ſmile, - Owhy, my ſoul, why theſe complaints? 
And mne his natne upon my heart; Still while he frowns his bowels move; 
I would forget my pains awhile, Still on his heart he bears his ſaints, 

And in the pleaſure loſe the ſmart, And feels their ſorrows and his love. 


in ſpirit end power, it is all come to an end: «. Verily I have 


( 167 ) 


The ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, ubich is in 
the fight of God of great price. 1 Pet. 3. 4. — 


Jux E 16. 


Godly parents are delighted at their very hearts, if they ſee their 
dear children partakers of the grace of God. How joy ful to hear 
thoſe, who are part of ones - ſelt, inquire after Jeſus and ſal vation? 
Love and duty unite to conſtrain us to teach our little- ones the 
knowledge of Jeſus; to inſtruqt them in the ways of the Lord. 
And if the Spirit of grace is pleaſed to crown ſuch endeavours with 
ſaccels, infinitely. more precious is the adorning of grace to- their 
ſouls, than all the gaiety of ꝗreſs to their peuſſhipg bodies. 

As we to ours, ſo doth: the Lord rejoice; over all his- dear ehil- 
dren in Chriſt ſeſus. He takes pleaſure in their dreſs; which is 
the robe of his Son's righteouſneſs: and their ornaments are de- 
lighting to his eyes. He makes them all glorious within: he 
loves his own image, which he hath formed by his Spirit, , in the 
hidden man of . Both the in ward gracos and ithe outward 


fruits are an ornament tathem; and are ( of great price in the figñr 


of their heavenly Father.” By inward fellowſhip, with our God ànd 
Saviour, we: are more and more . conformed to his likeneſs; 
for a meek and quiet ſpirit; ever acoompanies love. Where the 
former is wanting, the declinings. of the latter are evident. As faith 
worles hy love, ſo love ſhews itſelf by meelcneſs of ſpirit and quiet - 
neſs of behaviour. There is a ſweet harmony in the graces of the 
Spirit. By faith the ſoul abides in ſeſus, and receiveth out of his 


falngſs. By love the heart is comforted, And as Peter and John | 


ſaid to the beggar, + What we have received of the Lord, that 
we. give.gnto you.” So the chriſtian diſpenſes. out of his heart; 
love to his brethren. and to mankind. Love controls the boiſte- 
rous paſſions of nature. Love conſtrains to meekneſs of temper 
and quietneſs of ſpirit. We ſadly miſtake, and are greatly deceived by 
our corrupt nature and carnal reaſon, and the ſubtilty of ſatan, 
when. we. act with any other ſpirit, and attempt to find an excuſe 
for it. Nay, but it is unbecoming thy character a diſgrace to 


is a badge of ſatan's livery.— a fruit of the fleſh, and: is contrary to 


the Spirit. The wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſs of 
God, p the peace of men, nor the comfort of the ſoul. . 
| Bleſs d are the meek, who ſtand afar ow eſs d. are the men of peaceful Hife, 
From rage and paſſion, noiſe and war; Who quench the coals of growing ſtrif 
God will ſecure their happy ſtate, They ſhall be call'd the heirs of bliſe, 
And plead their caſe gala 
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thy, Foe e diſhonour. to our Saviour—it-grieves the Spirit; 


the great, The ſons of God, the God of peate- 
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Cat if Go . 27 | They daard, nov 


8 Wo " „ 
el encon 8 es the people . leave cloſe unto the Lord, and 
not turn aſide be * him ; afluring them, if they walked 
he Lordg,though..God... would never change in his 
rats his 3 hom he did. fore-k nom yet 
1 Eo condudt. and, diſpenſations towards. them. 
17 tar ran on with the rod, and their 
hh, 2 loving-kindagls he will not 
8 to. f Pſalm 89. 
fectioi 1 parent to a diſobedient 
be correct, as when he dan- 
8 af de Les od. pleaſure only, that he 
peo He call them to himſelf by ſove- 
grace: and ef tang of Fs name, and the perfeQion of his 
axtributes,, are engaged for their 255 —.— ſalvation. 
8 faith of a iſtian, how firm its foundation Ix build on 
„the gternal truth of an unchanging God of love. 
is hope is "a an anchor q the, ſoul, both — and ſtedſaſt, 
which is entered within the vail, whither the Forerunner for us is 
entered, e ” Heb. 6. 19, 20. How: then ſhould, our 
love be infla and burn with inceſſant ardour to our ever-loying 
Lord and Saviour? Hath it pleaſed the Lord te put me amang his 
children, to make me one of his people? It was free anmerited 
love. FHath the bleſſed Spirit enriched my heart with arb in Ye 
ious Jeſus? "hath he, in his. word, over and over | 
« That he will; never leave nor forſake, hut whom. 1 . 
ldves to the end?“ "Why is all this? Even becauſe it . 
Lord; 4 fo it ſeemed good in his lights”, And have I fanned? 
rt-woandiny thought ! ſinned, againſt. his love? am I back - 
2n? grown cold and. indifferent to the kindeſt; and 
1 of beings |? Shbameful ingratitude! Is the love of Gad in 
ritt ſelvs, e e of all preſent grace, the ſecurity of future 


ing 2 10 er, in 
holineſs and — Be before — all the days of our life. For 
this is the love of God, thas we led his commandments.” 


* li e-love 20-his people, Vet | 


ztor) F Ven it ſhould, ſink poor fanners to the loweſt hamility ; 
f e . d ſorrow for fin ;.. yet excite 


Baca i, Maes Hound ſeme good thing-townrds 
4 of thus © in abe . ve: 3 
Ens; 14. 13. 7 nos 2s 


youn — 5 ſon of de ener e 5 A1 fat 5 1535 
yang Abad even'to r proverb, for ki aboininable witkedne 
hold the foils recorded by che Lord för bis po 
from the Whole houſe of his father, WWE ſed of ht 
to come to his grave in peace. © 4 Ee "Ob 
Children of E often fpring fem t the Wap 6 ungod 
TOY of godly parents, often a leſs... 
hereditary, var the foreign c Try arents may . 
web 'ought to give good Inſtructions, "bat God pr i. 7 
ſucceſsful. SKA ood thing would not have been found in young 
Abijah, if the Lord had 888 put it chere. It e 
Lord, or becauſe the Nerd was His father, as his name Abi 
ſignißes. God's covenanted children, Tous 7. 
—— and e in their 6 . —oBin 


of of the Holy See! in the hee of Tong and the . pa he gre = 
Spirit in their lives, are evidences in time of God's covenant 7 ve. 
to them in Chriſt Jeſus before time. God views the work of his... 
new —— in the foul with delight; pronpunces it Hoop, and ta, 
his own'! records the graces | of his people. What . . 


Thus we ſee ſome good thing“ found in the heart of Abijah "ui 
manifeſting itſelf in the Wicked bouſe of ſeroboam, to the glory. 
of ſeho vun che God of Iſrael. O how highly honoured are ſome wha. 
areconivertet te God's glory and ſervice in the morning of youth! 
while the ſufr of Wehre wage doth not ariſe upon others, till hs 
ſun of nature ig near ſetting. Hath di e 1 1 made u 

to differ, ag well from i Ss ſelves, as from others ? It i 5 JI. 
from the love of the Father through Jeſus Chriſt by 1 92 er of 
the” Spirit. We have nothing whereof 10 glory in ouslely vet, nor 
ers; it 18 is our duty to confeſs it with our and manifeſt 


from God eat 4 to him. 


it in our lives. rk: us daily to Ke Rich ad b ve L 

6 The Th: ye wes 5 
: bx e Rich. Heb. * 39. It 21 gil 11e 1¹¹ 
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Jun I9. (4750) 


Tel no man beguileyou of your reward, Col. 2. 18. 


- an -artful am] ſubtle ſerpent bath gained. Ther) to the hu- 
man heart, -we can.never be warned. too ,mgch to 33 of men. 
1 J man at the begi e by means of part of him- 


bepuiles my b: " Though the a dverfary can- 
nor plack one of Chrift's th 555 of. His hands, nor rob the lov- 
g Saviour of one Pre 21 8 i wels of his imedjatorial crown, 


we ark to confid, 5 as 4 reftleſs implacable foe,” who will 
by alf means to \ Seb ex a diſtreſs gur fouls. 1105 Jehovah 
* appeared to us in the viſion of faith ? hath he ſpoke Boe rtremb- 


vg hearts, in His word and JE . t, as 7 00 did to the father 
of the: faith 1 4 "Fs 8935 am t fs 


E ward. Oh 1 . Like. the er in 9.9 Ol ic 


FA 25 : Aude "prize er to. dur Kah aid 
in 152 promiſes and. vereign terminations. | 
will jaͤdge -agaimft the kr Th and gl glory of gur prize, as though 


re in Chrilt Hp jough we wire nat. wiſe 
s by bis wens 920 5 holi- 


wiltom' 
e Font Wah, cut 


to, in nature: 0 elf, to intitle us to God's grace, and ſecure to 
us eee. Bleffed adpionition ! Let no man beguile you, 
255 1885 Je free-horn, heaven-born fouls, concerning 


2 = regel. and og fulneſs of your prize, your re- 
| o 


25 bor by this they would weaken your faith, diſturb 
1 1 5 Your comfort. 80 they would beg ruile 
yon to run Fe 00 oP as though your hopes were en on 
your own faithfulneſs 5 fulfilling * terms and conditions, whereby to 
ſecure. the prize. Ever reject ſuch mercenary, baſe, au Tow 
notions wich deteſtation, as contrary to covenant-love and | goſpel- 
rxce—dtfhonouring to our precious Saviour, and zrieving to the 
— OR, Spirit, who bears witneſs, that there 3 35 A remnant 
to-the election of grace; that the prize is adjudged to 

N Hires not of 7 otherwiſe Fo is no more grace: 

But 1 be rks, then it is 86 Lak 0 . 5 RS? work 


is no more work. Rom. 11. 55 6 n 
den as 3 at thy IFET Rands, | = m, Weh is engl d to FR T7 Tx 22 


% Lord, my hope, my tut; © | The meaneſt of his fee; 
If I am found in Je us * hands, All that his heav'nly: — 
My foul can ne er = hoſt, His hands Ong © 
S g . Tg 2 211 2 3 : 4% 21 teln 56 
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Verity thou art 4 > Gat that dun tj o c y 
Tirael the. Seher Ia. 15 85 


is 141346 7 TEL: 
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Nonroing Andes” a ITY . "RI and complaining of cen 
ruptions, axe conſiſtent with Cj » Je ſus, and rejbicing in his 


4 falyations, Sorrowing under the painful ſenſe 'of an 7 abe God, 
» has been the experience of ſaints in all ages; "few, if any, hee 
U been exempt. from it. And this is an evidence tat they have felt 
h | his ener, preſence, enjoyed the ſmiles of his love, and te- 


1 Joiced F243 light of his countenance. | 80 the” life” of the foul 
| 18 1 Fe 
7 But Why thould a God of jove hide himſelf from his dem chil. 


4 dren ?, We'r may ſay, he is a ſovereign, and anfwer'fn the words 
It of Elihu, Job 33˙13. Ute” giverh not account of any of "his 
1 matters. But It is moſt res to fay with David, ba Continually 

| let the Lord be ec, who hath pleaſure in the 85 oſperity of 
b | Þi ſervants?” 1 * 5. 27). Therefore when God Hes Hituſedf 
2 from tlie oe: his elievin children, it is in love, wifdom, and 


faithfulneſs to them: It is t0 advance his own glory, and to fur- 
ther the- proſperity. of their ſouls. But he never Weber himſelf 
d without a witneſs in their hearts: For we ſee the church addreſſes 
a him though ſhe ſees him not—ſweetly applies to him as Jeſus the 
q only SAVIOUR, and utters her complaint before him, Thou 
| hideſt thyſelf,” and I am troubled. So the withdrawirig of the 
S comforting warmth of the ſun makes vegetable natute droop and 
b languiſh, and it mourns in filent ſadneſs. But the root is ſtill 
alive, and it will, when the ſun returns, bring forth its fruit in due 


ſeaſon. Backward ſprings often produce the moſt plentiful 
* harveft. So the Lord teaches his ſovereignty, roots the foul in 


"humility prevents the growth of ſpiritual pride, reptoves for a care- 
1 Jeſs walk, chides for worldly-mindedneſs, cauſes great fearchings 
of heart, embitters fin, excites to holy mourning, calls forth 
5 one longings, reſtleſs ſeekings, and fervent prayings. * gaw 
8 b 5 Im whom my ſoul loveth.?” will be the reftleſs inquiry of a 
8 oving deſerted heart. I cannot live without him: His preſente_ 
1 is EVI ; his abſence is hell. Soul, ever beware of lending 

thine ear for a moment to any baſe ſuggeſtion, contrary to this 
ſweet declaration of an unchanging God of trach and Tove: In 
a LITTLE wrath | hid my face from 'thee for a moment, but 
with everlaſting kindneſs nk Ng mercy. WP Ways Ae l 
thy AE 4 8 595 8. 


e's 8 4 ya 7 


How boundleſs i is our Father s grace, He made his Son our — 
In heighth and depth and length: His wo" is our ſtrength, 
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BN \reſpefter of perſons ; But in every nation he that foar- 
e e . AGE 10 
4 3 | FAV 3 IIS 1 8 Nn ende 
e A onmnon and artful device ef che adverfiry-10 inſinuate 
dne part f ſeripture oppoſes und contratlifs/ancther? Hereby 
*5 he aims 80 Giſtreis-the ininds addiwacken the cohdoünce of diſci- 
. Hot es; aud to render the doctrines of rate of leſs eflerm. Though 
e unfear sed und- unſtable in the !truths-/of free guace ſal vation, 
5"! ref this, s they de alſo other terts vf ſcripture to cheir own 
enrüctibnz i 2 Pet, 30 16 veto it MG fartheſt from St. Peter to 
nike this declaration, to ſübvert tke fundamental rrgths>of- the 
"1264p," and che ens and only way f falvation taügbe by bim. 
eh ae by er election, according to che foreknouledge of 
Godathe Fathers through the fanctiflcation of the Spirit unto vbe- 
0 Miene; ande fprinkling of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Pet. . 2. 
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But he g perceived bf a truth} that this bleſſing came equally 
„ lk pen Genriles as Well as Jewsd “ God is no veſpecler 
if \perfons?” This is a moſt comſertable truth to the vileſt 
70 of the Puma fate There is nothing that claims? reſpect in 
"2"\the perſon of bne man above anpther in the ſight of God. All 
are alike errupt and become abeminable. There is no fear of 
” God before gr eyes There is none that doth good; no hot one.” 
Thete is nb diference. Jew/and: Gentile,” publican and phariſee, 
are 411 ußpom a level 9 Enlightened ſouls ſee and own this in deep 
> RO felf-abaſement : While proud phariſees'thallenge and 
© \elaimireſpett from God, becauſe they think their perſons and cha- 


© " "FAQs are more amiable in his ſight chan others. 

But ſaith Moſes, „ The Bord your God is a mighty and terrible 
Bod, wo fegideth not perſons; nor taketh reward.” Deut. 
10, 7 What reward can poor ſinners give to procure God's re- 
ard, bribe his juſtice, or avert his wrath? Do they naturally fear 
* God and Work Tighteoufveſs/in order to this? Lay thine hand upon 
5" thine heart, ©-ſoat + judge as in the fight of God. Says; was this 
'2' thy natoral-eondutt-and- practice towards him ? God knoweth, to 
hate him and work: wickedneſs; is che natural ſtats and practice of 
*7> thee und ef ulli wen. But yet he that feareth God and worketh 
Fig bteouſteſßz, be he -who- or What be will, is accepted with God. 
Fe his! is w elk proof of his being accepted in the Beloved, 
dee ther the Bord hach pur his fear in his heart, according to 
enzritipromiſe, Je-32: 40. that he hath! renewed him in 
eviſheſs and true holineſs; Nene his practice is agtecable to 
fate. Prchers sad als come up before the Lord u a memo- 
fl ef ne done 2 dan. Thoame Lonkover all, is 

„ch ii mnetcy(is'all that cat apo him Whoſoever ffialt gall ur 
| mall be fk — 12 T3047; 
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Iich is nat another [ golpel}, but jhere be ſome thit would freu 
Ble you, and would perde 55 poſpel of Chrit. Gal. f. 7 
I is the wiſdom of a chriſtian to bear preaching with An etken- 
ſpoken. The ſweet found of the goſpel is joy to his heaxt, and as 
marrow and fatnels to bjs-{quly ſer it proclaims, nothing but, good 
news: or glad tidings. This is its name Ats, nature e | - 
ties perfectly agree therewith. Hence iti is balled. As 2024 
goſpel of the grace of God; or good news: df. his, e favour. 
2 1 3 And- Epbeſ. 1. 13. „The 1 goſpel 0 of i vation; ar glad tid- 
ings of ſalyation by Chriſt only.“ It was the qwiſgem pf Adam 


«*# 5, 


Jones 22. 


de diſinguſh and give a, proper. name to every feature of God. 
Every chriſtian ſhould imitate him in know ledges t wiſtinguiſt the 
lau / from the goſpel, 'and;;toeall each; hy its -propgr,name..;;For 
when the law of works-and goſpel of grace-are blended together, 
It puzzles the mind and diſturbs the conſcience We may ſay of 
the goſpel, as Tertullus ſaid, of Ceſar, 5* Byrthee w gojoy great 
quietneſs. Acts 24. 2. For by ituthe mind and. Snſcience of 
che deliever, is filed: with peace and comfort. oO Rence 
ſpftings his love to God, and holy conformity to his will. But 
Preaching terms and conditions to he performed ihy us, in order to 
intitle to goſpel· grace, hath a native tendency av; diſtieſß the mind, 
weaken faith, damp love, deject hope, and of conſequence: make the 
believer leſs zealous of good works: Vet, through hliudneſs and ig- 
norance, ſome call this goſpel; but Pau} denies itt: He ſays, : It is 
not another,” he won't mention goſpel. It deſerves not the name; 
it is a meer ſyſtem of man's. deviſing. And if there is great talk of 
the intereſt of morality, and à ſpecious pretence to holineſs, it 
makes a great ſhew in the fleſn, ſo as to trouble ſame, and deceive 
way. But ſuch . pervert the goſpel of Chriſt; the everlaſſing 
goſpel.“ Rev. 14. 6. For that proclaims eternal. election —ever- 
laſting love an everlaſting, covenant of grace brin e 
eonſolations to the ſoul, by an everlaſting 5 throug 
nith rand ſure and certain ſalvation to every believer. The goſ- 
0 en like ſome ſtately ſhip, is richly laden with the moſt inunificent 
bdleſings of the patrimony of the Father, the Jaſt; will and teſta- 
ment of a precious Saviour, freely conſigned under the teſfimony 
of the Spirit, to poor loſt, periſhing finners. O believer 1. ftud 
the immenſe value and riches of the goſpel: be on thy guard, le 
any deꝑtixe thy mind of its freeneſs and ful neſs. . Galpel-peryerters 
are conſcience-troublers. - Liſten not to their gecious guiless left 
thy mind be perplext. But glory 


* 


is impoſſible, faith our Saviour, that they ſhqul 


zahaugh falſe teachers ſhall ariſe, hongh they may trouble, vet it 
of God.” Matt. 24. 24. | 
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And the counſel of peace ſhall be between them both, 
Zech. 6. 5 * 2 r , 5 1. 8 0 1 | ; 1 5 | 2 ty 1 , 
£ 348 . „7 44 va * . 148184184 — \ * 0 N 7 


' Fs . „ 080 Aa 21.1 WMS 4 £1.34 50 SOT © 
With what rapture and ecſtaſy of foul the good old patriarch If 
rael heard of his fon Joſeph ? Not only alive, but alſo governor of 
the land of Egypt. «It is enough,” ſaid, he. As though he could 
enjoy. no more, How then ought the hearts of poor finnets to be 
filled with joy, and fired with tranſport; to hear that their friend and 
brother Jeſus lives for evermore, that the government is upon 
his ſhoulders, that he is their King and their Prieſt upon his 


throne, that the counſel 2 eſtabliſhed, fut and unalterabliy 
he 


eftabliſhed berween.the Father and him, on their account? Surely, 
if we believe this as verily as Jacob believed the report cencerning 
bis ſon, we fall alſo cry out with him, IT, is No, perfecll 

ſuffcjent. Wore Joyful news. cannot be heard. More comfortable 
truth cannot be. believed. Fuller evidence cannot be deſired. Stron- 
ger Prove -cannot.. be given, thay is revealed of the covenant · tranſ- 
actio le Trinity, in behalf of ſinners of mankind. 


ns of the adorcab 
Here is Tar Logp of nos rs, and the Man, the bleſſed Man, 
who is called the Be anc. And ſee we not the third Perſon in 
the divine Eflence ? E or the eſtabliſhing of faith, be it ever remem- 
bered, though: the Father and the Son only are often mentioned in 
— Eripture, yet the Lord the Spirit in his office is evidently. to be 
ſeep and cleajJy-to be known, For whatever is covenanted and 
oreed between God the Father and Son is manifeſted and reveal- 
ed by the Holy Spirit. We had never heard of chis bleſſed peace, 
had it not been by the Holy Ghoſt through the word of truth. 
Therefore it is © the Spirit that bears witnels, becauſe the Spirit is 
truth.” 1 John 5. 6. Ever bear this in thy mind, diſciple. As 
thou hadſt not known: fin, but by the law: So thou capldft not 
haye any knowledge of peace and pardon, but by the Spirit. He 
is the revealer, ſealer and applier of all grace, peace, love and ho- 


Th Coll ek ge ee of pence. tw bak, 


the „He applies the peace of God which paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding to the en faith of Jeſus. And ng all in 
nature, fin, ſatan, and the world are at war with us. Stil 


* 


s our peace.“ Eph. 2. 14. 


ill « Jeſas 


J UNE 24, ( 1783 N 
In the multitude of my thoughts within me, thy com- 
ferts delight my ſoul. Palm 94. 19. 
Vain thoughts and carnal.-reaſonings, like impertinent viſiters, 
often intrude upon the chriſtian's mind. In this depraved ſtate it 
cannot be otherwiſe, though born again of the Spirit, and our 
minds renewed by grace; ſtill our old friends, our preſent foes, 
the world, the fleſh, and the devil, will furniſh us with various 
exerciſes from troubleſome thoughts. That they do cauſe grief, 
are prayed againſt, and reſiſted, is a bleſſed evidence of a regenerate 
foul; which is alſo fed, delighted, and comforted with the ſpiri- 
tua truths of God's gracious wo 1 


0 
2. 
{4 \ 


There are peculiar ſeaſons when God's dear children are exer- 
ciſed with W e ra Lfffickions are painful and 
grievous to the ſleh; then how naturally do mürmuring and re- 
pining thoughts ariſe ? Are theſe the tokens of God's Iove! how 
can I who am thus vilited with fach forrow, pait,, and trouble 
think'the Lord loves me with the love of a tender father, or that f 
am his child? the fight of our vile polluted nature, corrupt luſts, 
ſinful paſſions and affections, fink and diſcourage dur ſpirits : A 
multitude of thoughts. ariſe Within; how can [ haye faith in Jeſus, 
love to him, and delight in his ways, while I find ſo much in me 
contrary ta his will, and unconformed to his image? If the Lord 
hides away' his face, and withdraws the comforting ſenſe of his 
preſence, thew theſe dejecting thoughts beſet us: Then we are apt 
to think God is acting in wrath againſt us—his mercy is clean 
gone for ever. So faith the church of old, “ The Lord hath 
forſaken me: My Lord hath forgotten me.” Ifa. 49. 14. 
Fzhis is all very natural. But what ſays the voice of grace? 
Moſt chearing, moſt delighting to the haraſſed mind. Many are 
the troubles of the righteous, but the Lord delivers out of them all: 
« As many as I love | rebuke and chaſten.“ Rev. 3. 19. Can a. 
woman forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould, not have com- 
paſſion on the ſon of her womb ? Yea, ſhe may forget, but I will 
not forget thee.” Iſa. 49. 15. This man ¶ Jeſus] receivethᷣ fin- 
ners.“ Luke 15. 2. His blood cleanſeth from all fin.” 1 John 1. 7. 
God's immutable love, unchangeable covenant, eternal truth, 
ſacred word, precious promiſes, and ſolemn oath, all Rand engag- 
ed for the "ſafety and ſalvation” of ſouls redeemed by Jefas : © He 
that believeth on me ſhall never periſh,” faith Jeſus.” Join 3. 15. 
Shall all the powers of earth. and hell make Jeſus, the Gad'or 
trifth, a liar ? the bible is the chriſtian's charter. It is our wiſ⸗ 
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June 23. (176). 
Whin my ſou fainted: manns ne, I remembered the 


Lord, and my prayer came HIER: A into . my 


W Jonah 2. 7. 


In che prophet hear, US e s ef ha- 


7 3 and its ſtrong oppoſition. to the power and grace of God. 
COR h Jeſus clothes Th Liar, with righteouſneſs, and the Spirit 
ſan and renews them in the ſpirit of their minds; yet pride, 


obſtinacy, and ſelf-will ſtill dwell in their corrupt fallen nature. 


The Spirit of truth and wiſdom ' hath diſcovered the ſins of his 
eminent prophets: and faithful people; as well as their holy graces, 


This proves. as a touchſtone to try whether we have received the 


true grace of God in our hearts. A Ai fn foul will never draw 
any encouragement to indulge bimſel 


adultery of Jonah's fleeing from provoking behaviour to 


God—or of Peter's ſad denial of os with abomunable oaths and 


curſes. If ſeripture truths prove as poiſon, it is only to reprobate 
minds; but the) are ever wholſom food to ſanctiſied hearts: 


_ behold in the falls of the ſaints of old, the evils to which 
lves are ever liable. If 7 are kept, they are humble, 


ive the Saviour all the gl Tf they are fallen low, they 


2 d how the Lord dealt cn | bis people of old. - They: ee his | 


loving-kindneſs, faithfulneſs and truth never failed them. 
Hence the Holy Spirit flirs up and. encourages poor. hikes. 
hearied' e od ſouls to truſt in covenant-love. A ſenſe of 


in bring y into a weak N ſtate; So a ſenſe of fin, 


of God's 2 the hidings of kis face in Chriſt Jeſus, makes 


= foul faint and languid. But in the loweſt ebb of hope, and 
under the weakeſt frames of ſoul, the ſanQtified memory, though 
it bears a faithful record of paſt fins, yet it is alſo a precious 2 | 
poſitory of God's free-grace truths, | and moſt precious promiſes in 
Chriſt Jeſus. His human nature is the TEMrTE, in which God 
and man meet—to which finners look and through which grace 
is beftowed,' . Hence the r ſoul is 9 to mourn under the 
Father; and yet to cry to him in hope 
againſt hope to pray to him in faith 55258 it has not one en- 
courageing ſymptom in nature and ſelf. But ne Rp all in f 


diſpleaſure of an offend 


Jeſus, O wol bleſſed words from the Father to humb believing 
fouls I will rempoaſher thelr far to” ee Jer. 31.34. 


My fainting fl bad dy 4 b Walt on the Lon, ye trembling = - 


Had not my ſoul beli And keep your ſpirits up; 
To ſee thy grace provide _ Hell raiſe your ſpirit when It faints, 
„ . 


in ha and rebellion againſt 
God becauſe he reads of David's co complicated fins of murder and 
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"And bois, Ertl children, abide in b; that ben 
be ſhall appear, we may \havs- confidence, and or _ 
pre ah bim at his coming. 1 John 2. 28. 


We ſay,” © A burnt child dreads the fire: 80 4 foul, wh 'has 
is 5 any ſnare of the enemy, wien reſcued by 
ns i evil; and wiſely eautions his brerhren int it. I fell, 
5 you beware. So it was even with the beloved diſciple John. He 
dic not abide by Jeſus in the day of trial, but, 2 — ne — of the 
Aiſciples, forſdok Him and fed. But who can tell the ſorrow of 
\is heart? who can paint the diſtreſs of his mind, and the ſhame of 
is face, 9215 Jeſus an nen John ſaid,” It is the 
P* John 21.7. 1 9228 
And is Jeſus e bur a Galdiy?: wi he affuredly come again 
and take Nt his little children home? lth do we expect his ap- 
pearance? do we believe we ſhall ſhortl by ſee him in the glory 
of his father and of his holy angels? What conſtancy — cou · 
rage ſhould this inſpire us With! liow ought chriſtian ſoldiers to abide 
in Jeſus the captain of their falvation—abide in ſteady profeſſion 
of his name—in a firm reliance upon his — and atonement in 
a — hope of being righteous in him, ted in him the 
Beloved in an uninterropted obedience to bis will—and an earneſt 
endeayour to follow his example: and above all. roabideinchild-like 
dependence upon him loo ing to be near him to converſe freely 


June 26, 


with him—and pour out our hearts before him—ſimply to tell him 


of our weakneſs and dangers, our troubles and :forrows—and pray 
him to keep us from falling. This is ſweet and pleaſant, thus al» 
ways to ſet the Lord before us. The more we thus delight our- 
ſelves in the Lord, we grow dead to all things elſe. Burt, foul, 


be aſſured, that conformity to a vain world, complying with its 


ſinful cuſtoms, gratifying the luſts of the fleſh,” the juſts of the 
eye, and the pride of life; as this is not abiding in the teachings of 
Jeſus, ſo doth it tend to weaken thy confidence in him, and bring 
ſhame- upon thy ſoul before him. Thou findeſt it even now, when 
thoa doſt approach unto his throne of grace, how often, from 
thy fooliſh forſaking the Maſter and his ways, have thy hands been 
made to hang down, thy knees feeble, thy 
boldneſs in F-ſus hath forſaken vt eg . 9 5 1 and 


fears have  Overſpreat Gon 26 uh Wwe e ot e995 400 n 
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1 cannot > thy 8 "re 8 "om fo OY 
My life expires if thou depart; Nor can I live on things fo vi 

Be thou, my heart, ſtill hear my God, Vet will ſtay my Father a 85 —— 0% 5 
And * my God, be near — And hops and fa BY le 


grace, fears 


heart Faint, and holy 
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Aud Hull not God avenge bis ven ele, that ery day 
a Mpbt to bim, n be ar #46 with them ? 
Luke 18. 7. {4} o} Ian 581 1. „N 1383) 


Thus car Lerd egen, ga; be had delivered to this 
end that men ought always to pray and not 2 Our 
SMoar well knew how Nagy” 'Þ His diſc} pies! Saad abr hang 
d6Wn; . to hs eg e Uzi be re- 
ite in wis duty. Pherefore his Toving heart would Er wp 4 
wen tem ho | conſtant. perſeverance in prayer; Aff 


Ei Un me 8 - avengy cher of gh 
3 og aged from all Their trbübles. \Hath*the 1: 
With iB-everlafting love? hath he choſen them 


b om before the foundation of the world 7 hath he 
the precious Haiti of his own elect; and the cry of his 
Nike: The het? atid fall an unjuſt judge 21 one he 
+ Bhi 2 en and hol) Lord leave any of his little 

x y adverſary(?' Oh, believer, never indulge 


hn, 


be God fbr a throne of grace to ge te, and àn all powerful 
Ko ptotect and conquer for us. Baty is thine; be careful 
nog let it. Deliverance the Lortbs ; be aſſured in his own 
ef way and manner thou halt repeive it“ As thy prayers, how. 
ever frequent or fervent, deo not influence the Lord to 'eleR and 
| Ehioole thce to 'falvation; No; but the ory of a heart believing. i in 
| þ Sri a — — of eleckibn- Therefore thou art in Chriſt 

= to God; 18 are rayers through him: 
dee e upright is dis delight.“ Prov. 15. 8. Though 
thy comfort may Be often da mped t the elde and dead- 
3 Heſs off duty 3" yet ürt thou to perſevere conſeientiouſly in duty. 
ww? 10 4 thy Tubjeion to the Lord: < He is thy Lord, 
won bin? "Palm 4 A5. 11% Therefore pre cold 
% It is berter 0 bring Words t 


75 5 c = ect ts bing 7 bodies Which 12 Adels in chem: 


Hoſ. e 2. and ſay, if you cannot 
irlt and N Bat this: che only foundation of kope, 


not ou f: mes in duty; bit the prevaleney bf Chriſt's interceſſion 


for us before the throne, and the faithful Proud of God in him, 
u fo yeoed 4 25 , irs 'of truth. 8 4} ate 4) aut HY | 
185 — Our ſouls a. 1 = beg e 
agen theremembrance of thy — 6 


a kid ibeghü ef thy heavenly Father! Doth fin make hee 
25 On be the world excite thee 'to complain ? 


Son e SS S NS OTTER BL. 


. een oO 200 2 


2 
. ER 


An 
* 


a 


Jon E 28, | ( 179 ) TY U . 
geren #6, the. gate, aud nsr 10 e N 


p leadeth unto. life; rd few: #bere-: erbe, Aue ae 
ö Matt. 7. 14. 
„ 7 75 b rs +4 37% 2 0. 0 þ ar * Eee bo 

.; $0,Jckvs;taugh Bur teac en he derte 
i 6 e, gate, and i at the Preatelt' art 
. 0 ; their Hectrins, is) a ime agcholy tr Ruth, . 1 4 eee 
. adds Bear of ale prophets.” Wie the lole. Eng SPE 
ing e de eee matze a v . 
| 5 A. jak 15 word 


5 ce | 

r=. proud ra . to &. om to — RE in. ae 
there that find it.” But it is very awful to think of, 

ce takes . other way, or aims to enter wy any other 


R 27 


Sales goeth in the broad road to deſtruction. His neſs and 
nfidence is no proof that he js right, but a melancholy ſign that 
he is blind and deceived; for the way of a fool is right in his 
own eyes. Prov. 12, 16. And, «there is a way which ſeemeth 
right unto. a man; but the end thereof are the ways of death.“ - 
Prov. 14. 12. But who ever enters the kingdom by Jeſus; hall 
ſeed in the paſtures of bez truth and love; he wel drink of 
the river of conſolation, and be ef to eternal liſe. And 
Uke a perſon who tales up his reſidence for life in a more 2 
e fe than he was born in: pH the beliexer i is conforme 
laws, dane the langua of the New Jeruſalem, and t hates the 
1 55 ae with the-fleſh,”. Thus the Holy fore leads the 
blind y the, way: they knew not, even the right, to peace, 
1 65 Vieh hap dae; eternal life and ſalvation. Thus 4 
little flock it is the we enen to Tek the; kingd 


hit is this fire ea e Rone, | cee, to fl dey 3 
Which God in Zion lays, adore the game; 2 4 

To build our heav'nly hopes upon, Theyt — 3 whole ſalvation here, 

And . er 92. . Nor ſhall they ſuffer name. 
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Poor chriſtian! thy een is envied by the malice of dev Als; : 
it is the ſcorn ne ri icule of natural men; it is cantrary to hy 
carnal natures -/ 


wivering or * (fer E fer be is. fail Ny” that. Promiſed N Heb. 


thee of thy hope Happy chriſtian! who, like thy ble aner. 

in che eee ul e adverſary," haſt ® witneſſed a good profeſiion.” 
Tien What an anjmating e viel a3 backed With A 
moſt: rogious aſſertion, is this! Though thou muſt expect to be 
aſaultech by the! rape of devi, treated e and contempt 


froiw-wicked: men; and often put to a ſtand by the carnal reaſon- 


Ivgs0f1mhy fleſh. © Hefe is thy duty :'* Hold faſt” in ſpite o C0 2 


Hot Hold Faſt -by the truͤtks * God. It is written, 
ſufficient to filence every carnal argument, to ſupport thy out 


| agaimſb every uttgele frum che wiſe of the world. This Was a Wea 


poucvithwhich thy bleſſed Maſter put fatan to flight. Thus de- 
Naas) bvh fort of the pt irit' againſt every foe. Thu 

encourage thy D daily to.: hold faſt its profeſſion.” God's Sed 
trutha are 'fanth's>:6bjeQts, faith's confidence, faith's ſecurity; for 
Sod's foundation Randeth ure: | . He is faithful that promiſed.” 
Why-ithen; fiould thy mind at any time waver, agitate, or be 
tolled to and fro? To confide in the word, promiſes, and oath of a 
faichful covenant kxeping, - promiſe-fulfillin God, is the glory of 
thy ſoul, and to the Kley of thy Lord. ara thy profeſſion ? 
in all thy bope in him? all erpectation om him ? Is he thy 

alli: for en for righteouſneſs, for ſanctification, for Ne 
andeteinal redemption ? doſt thou profeſs him thy alpha and omega? 
Then be careful for nothing but to pleaſe him — fear thou nothing 
but achat may offend: Fim u hilſt tow Tookelt to him only, thou 
wilt che of good bourage. e are his con UE enemies 
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| 3 oppoſe, attack it 3s to bo that thou | 
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his Spirit of Solon works 3 in them 1 Sun ID ks to 
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any. man be in Ohrid, he is a new te oe Old unge are pa 


aways. behold, all things are become new. 
fre chriſtian (as Lather ſays) is a new creature in- 4 ner 


world.“ He has a new heart —he is under a new government. 
ſetdes a new mafter—obeys new laws is actuated by new fears 
iulluenced by new love animated with new deligbts and nee 


joys. And all this is ſuitable to a new heart and ſpirit which is 
pit within him. . Ah, (ſays a diſciple) chis is ſweet in thebry, 


and true in doctrine; but in experience I find and feel, . 
Erlef, an ald nature of ſin and unbelief; and grone under the 

of death,” This alſo is very true: Vea it is perfectly confiſte 
with a ſtate of regeneration. Saints of Goc in all ages — it fo, 


while in the body. The Lord himſelf, in this very text, atcounts 
| E it: 1 will take away the ſtony heart out of your Hleſh, and E 
will give 5 a heart of fleſn Naturally thy heart is as hard as 
a ſtone, Thou couldft neither feel fin, mourn for ſin, nor be humb- 


led under a knſe of fin. But through the blogd of Jeſus, applied 
by the. Paulr. in believing. the truth; thou baſt a ſoft, tender, 
yielding, eart—a heart of fleſh—ſucceptible-of. impreſſions look. 
in to: Jeſus by h-—melted, by lave—and morning for ſim; 


ence tho ugn . 


dwells no good thing; Jet! thou doſt delight in the law, of God 
after the inward man; and haſt continual cauſe of K in 
Chriſt Jefus. LS . 
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That fears no threatnings af God'swrath, 
Shall be diſſolv'd by love. 


Thus will he pour ſalvation down, 
And we ſhall render praiſe; 


There ſhall his ſacred Spirit dwell, We the dear people of his love, 


And deep « engrave his * And he our God of grace. 
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1 My eg be, my. voice; Ie N e 
. y* . John 10. 27. Se, mes Ag 


All our mercies in time and eternity i 8 zeln knowing 
u as — To all fach ſalyation 1s certain; both as to preſent 
"mitted 10 his care ſo doth our. Shepherd. AN big theep 
were beloved of the Father, «choſen. in before. the foun- 
"gation; of abe, word, and. given 10 Jeſus in the. eternal 
counſel. He became ſurety for them; redeemed Has: 1 God by 
his own hlood. Hence he calls them 5 my.ſheep,” —mine by gt 
| ay — redemption. Thus he bath a nel Nene of them, 
_ and.ipecral-property/in them; for died Jeſus as a fool dieth? ” 
Fpile he his precious blood at uncertainty ? paid he the dreadful debt 
ta lau and juſtice at a per adventure, whether any foul ſhould receive 
"the eternal benefit ? Surely not: For his undertaking was in infi- 
mite wiſdom. and cunſel, as well as wonderful in grace and love. 
Jeſus well knew the nature · ſtate of his-ſheep ; that they were all 
gone aſtray, and turned every one to his. own. w Ys and that they 
would count their ſhepherd agjenemy, and fly from him as a deſtroyer 
1 leſt to — erefore he doth ſomewhat in them by 
his Spirit, as well-as.die for them in his perſon. Hence they have 
properties of his own ſheep; they give evidence of it; ſor 
N — hear che voice of Jeſus and follow him. They live upon his 
-trath--and feed upon his love. Alas! what deplorable circum- 
flances were they all in when this ſweet voice rſt reached their 
ears? when this powerful voice affected their hearts? It Was 
ſound of glad Let Bel e love. _ -falvation to loſt ſheep, in. 


Aedruchre paths in N we had loſt ourſelves. Truly v 
away ſay of e man. ſpake like this man.“ The 
FPoner of bis R ; obedience ; Ahl, like the blind man re- 
*rtared to ſight. we follow. ins Jo. as as the; Shephend and Bilhop of 
our fouls, N the words of eternal life. To 
Whom then * _ 7 kim? and it is the delight of our 
-fouls; * Lua We 292 Shepherd : d, that we. may. tread 
therein. I 8 foul „ capſt not Non bether thy. name 
is wrote in the bs Lam | book of life; yet wakes the light of the Spirit 
thou mayeſt read t name in the book fri, deepen 
hea the eie of Jet, and following him. . 
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the blood of the Lamb is his only hope for- 1 
be the daily exerciſe of 1 bes bor we have daily need 
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uch fouls thus confeſſing fin, 
Do not argue, God is 
33 ue the pe Bon of the 
word of 1 LET = da aſſured, God abſolutely will. pardon; 
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bi agements entered into wich Je- 
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he ay a 85 s not > ky in a jojfal Frans, wo he dn 
abundant cauſe to · rejoice always.” 1 h many things ma 

. N frame, e e rive him of the foun- 

A tis. og dhe Happy, for us, This I is perm e nt and 

: for it 18 founded in the love and truth an un- 

a ble Oo God: Theſe diſciples 10 whom. the aptiſiles wrote, 


From a by: and death? that they Were not ke 
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Prayer excited, as well as ci amour loves 
to Have it fo. The e ag ts his ſhoulders. - Here is 


thy.mercy thou haſt -a- Jeſus to truſt in to-and-'calt” upon: 
while the wickes, like Saul, ſeek to the — and witchoraſt of 
the world to ſooth their ſorrows, and relieve _ troubles. 
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os Why 2; was it becauſe they were perfectly de- 
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Wy nb fay unto you, Love your enemits, aſs OM 
that carſe you, do Peer to dem that hate you, and pray 
for them that a of you and en Je. 
Matt. r 


„Bowes We viey badge and urch iſtic of 'a Latte of Teſts: 
Love is of God. All tempers and 15 — which are contrary to 
love, are earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh.” Let no diſeiple fay, 
 Thisis'an hard faying, who cat'obey i:? Nay, but it is the com- 
mand of thy loving aviour—he practiſed it—he bas left thee a of 
example. To this end art thoy born from above of che Spiri 
love;" and art poſſeſſed witk faith, 2 worketk by 5 
Therefore though hard and impoſüdble i em to earn 
and to fieſh. and blood, yet we are une er . 0 NL of de oblige 
tion to folfow the ſteps, and obey the commands of that Tells 
who loved us and di ed for us, though his enemies. He hack 
bleſſed us, and prays for us, and does good unto us, thoug h we 
have rebellious natures, which are at enmity and hatred: againſt 
him. Never, never till thine enemy” $ hatred ben apainſt 
thee exceeds thine to thy Lord, art thou at liberty to difienſs 
with'this command. It 5 for the 75 aud roh of thy ſoul. 
In keeping this command of love, veriy there is à great reward of 
inward peace and conſolation from the God of fove: 80 ſhalt thay 
| enjoy the witneſs of his Spirit of thine adoption. Tell thy * of 
thine enemies, and pray far them by name. See the ble! | 
of love upon the heart of a moſt bitter and implacable fae, f d. 
24. See how David, the man after God's own heart, atts—how 
his faith works by love. When bis perſecuting foe, Saul, was de- 
livered into his hand, love would 2 ſuffer h Em to do him any 
hurt. Vea love ſmote his heart for only cutting off the ſkirts of his 
robe. Hear the pathetic 3 of the blood And Saul; druck 
with aſtoniſhment; and melted by love, 85 Kid, 4 1 this thy 
voiĩee, [ſuch thy. conduct to me me my fon Dav David!“ and he we '4 
Thou art more righteous than f:=thoy haſt 12 me 8 
evil the Lord rèward thee for it:“ "Admire and fit tate. Love i is 
the weapon of thy ſpiricaal warfare; by it thou art ſure t 7 prevail 
againſt, and conquer thine enemy. There refore, 4 hy 
9 him; if he thirſt, give him drink; for in ſo Jing; 122 
© ſhalt heap coals of fire upon his head. 80 Arive to bun up * 
--wrath-and melt him into affeckion. of SH4e Y 
Lot thall thy bright example "The Lor tall on. os 
2 — bk rows 143 yn Saviou 850 fu ci 
LY; e me a ſoul . Hy N Mee 
0 ene een bes BE neee 


2 "4 1 
* 7 


ARS fiene 


ne” a3 8 8. þ 


OSD HL ALES ro ISS nh bon eee mor 


mung 


* 


Si. 


or I eee TAE: 


— 
— 3 
+ 


| 1 
„ 

i 

} 

7 

8 [ 

: 

: 


| fro "SHINS e the" 
2 11 A 4 * * * 72 


JuoLy 7. ( 188: ) 
Lens ur rbergfar⸗ fear, "teſt a promiſe. beings of 


entring into ” "wk any of you. fſaould"ſeeths % come 
Hort of . 4475 A 


2 ' 4. GT * - 
109 4 * 27895 l had at 1881 310 8&0 Rom 


dete . einde a do do ele by wentdges 


to lic jouſnefs. But a loving filial fear = 


of 9 Lebe de ather ad precious Saviour," ever aecom- 
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5 "of others. falling away fromthe hope of 


Bos 
Jeſas;*t oo 7515 Herexs Filed a boring ear and a godly jealou- 


iy 080 ur rts, leſt any of 1 ſnould ſeem to eome 
ort i chr py de Lord" ooly knoweth who are his 
cle&'i&ordjiig to the Krp tant ef grace. This did not lie open 
genere wee 
eif Faith” fruits, Hence they were continually 
erb f rg: "to Gs "a igence to make their calling and 
election a 
trembli with EM 4 ſofpeien of the love and faithful- 
neſs of tht int God; doubting the finiſhed work of 
Jeſts* ſalvation, or rhe Gets 0 ecurity of every believer in him. 
Theſe are'truths of the orcateſt Ter inty,. and are to be held with 
_ ſtrongeſt confidence: bür ſo fear leſt their own ſouls ſhould 
time be ſo captivated by the devices of ſatan, ſo enſlaved 
e [nares of Fg world, o allüred by the luſts of the fleſh, 


| and ures of ſenſe, 2 kept from Las by the workings of 


un wig 5 at their conduct ſhoald give fad ende of their ſtate; 
leſt It thi 900 ſeem Fey b 1 biber lovers but Jeſus, and other 
__ but * oy, e WE, 1 and other comforts beſide thoſe 
which the ge pel affo 5 „„ Aren 
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5 155 BY 5 diſciple, who thas' feareſt 

neelical' fear” 'verily thou” ſhalt be kept 
© Count not this" fear legal, as 
y, bot it is a fruit of thy" Fa- 
It is as eſſential to 


be erg a 
rs Hor 55 "By this" ev 


#34 d. 
the I Col ans phe roſpe 
fart : 


It could only be made ma- 


panies dle 1 . "OO in the heart.” Jeſus f — reſt of his 
e e cg it is dure te all his 
. Heuter into it, and enjoy it by faith. - 


6 Werk ä r own ſalvation with fear and 


bh any al a n bes Ea diſeiple of Jeſus. 
A « Jy Tr 4 7575 . ; ys : and his children | 
oo e 82 

50 bas ot ei: oi Joo; or lr 


Praiſe, evettaſting praiſe be pad itzt the goolteb.of the Lord, 


To him that earth v foundation lud, Who rules his people by his words _ 


Praiſe to hh vhOfe Arong degrees And there, as ſtrong cas his dente, 


0 1 


Sway the creator dt be pleaſe, a 89] He ſets his kindeſt promiſes, blen ba 


JuLy 8. 


tion. elend loves his pan 91 from the e Eh | 
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Hear note, ye rohels 3; muff. coe. fetch den weter out of 
this roch Wend . 10. 3 11 


his, 4 


(notwichſtanding their murmurings) he commands bis, ervant to 
procure drink for hem: But meek Moſes reproyes the children i in 
wrath, and in anger ſtrikes the rock 5 ; and the Lord reſents... 


his conduct and expreſſions toward them. 
ſtood up in their behalf, and 
Philemon concerning — 


and juſtice, 
the ſword 


ut that t 


divine juſti 


Becauſe, the deat Lamb... 
ſpoke in effect what, 120 wrote to 
What my Fig qwe tg lay, 

my account; I will pay a 


cawoke againſt him?” he was ſtruck 


by the ſeyere rod of che law; ; and, hence cgoling Areams of mercy, -- 


refreſhing ſtreams of peace, reyixiug 
guſhed out to parched, thirſty, dying ſouls. 
this rock follows believing ſouls; as. It. 
the way through the, wildergeſs. of this world. 
ſame. ſpiritual; drink at the. hands. of: the 
ſolation to diſciples to conſider that our ſpiritual Rock ever ſtands 
ſtedfaſt and unmoveable p chat all who, A b 
ſafe and ſecure from every, danger? The ſtorms of temptations, the 
waves of corruption may daſh againſt, 4 


ſtreams of love, richly .,. 
did the e of Wark all 


They all drink the 
tg "What, 1 


yilt upon him ace 


but Tang never preys 
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Yea, the water, o 
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— ſuſtains them —everlaſting love Fm t AE Ntence...: 


urrounds them, and even juſtice and, ru 1 
fence... Ves, poor believing... 91 "on 1 ow w. 
rebel; and ſpeaks/in wrath againſt 
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# wt % & 


exceedingly quake. and fear, yet 1 mage of e 15 8 
teouſly from Jcſus the rock of a is work. is PET? 7 1 it 
thy mercy to look to this rock an rejoice. | 
Rebels, -we-broke our Maker's laws; The law ptoclaims no terror na, | ©) 
He from the threatning ſets us free, And Sinai's thunder zoars n more: = 
Bore the full vengeance on his croſs, - From all bis wounds, ove blfings flow, | . 
And nail'd ö 2131 z eee allt Nes 
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But faith which worketh by love. Gal. g. 6. 


10 che religion of . every hope of ſalvation is excluded but 
what ſprings from faith. For faith includes every bleſſing of the 
covenant- lore of a gracious Lord. The faith of God's elect bath 
God for 5 its author—his truths for its objeA—his ' word for Its war- 

is power for its ſupport—his glory for its Aim and love 


is for i its inſeparable companion. Thus the faith 'of the goſpel is 


55 diſtinguiſhed from natural notions. But it is "natural to us 
„to miſtake error for truth, fancy for faith, the heat of „ 

| Akon for. love. Vea and alſo to be very confident herein. 
Irve faith. ever” worketh by love; even that © love which rejolceth 
LY 45 zrath.” 1 Cor. 13. 6. Jeſus is eſſentially, Tae TroTH. All 


ence “ God'hath choſen us ix him before the foundation 


kin. th which God hath to us centers in him, and flows to us through h 


wy orld, 11 0 ſhould: be holy, and without blame before 
8 g predeſtinated us to the adoption of children 
97705 t to bin 


elf, according to the ou pleaſure of his 
0 „ to the 1 of the glory of. his grace, wherein he hath made 
us accepted N the Beloved, Near leſſed us with all ſpiritual 
bleſſings in kene, things 18 Chriſt;” Eph. 1.36. and 
are mace the righteouſneſs of God 18 Chriſt.” 2 Cor. 5, 21. 
TThos faith hath truth for its foundation, and from the knowledge 
1 the truth ĩ it worketh by love. Love to the God of truth, and to 
dur breth fen, (not as being of this ſect or that party, bur) © for the 
trutbꝰs ſake that dwelleth in ng ”” 2 John ver. 1, 2. There is no 
"fellowſhip in love, but what confiſts in the light of the truth. Thus 
our Lord and we have fellowſhip one with another.” 1 John 1. 
Take away any part of God's truth, and yon 91 the foun- 


| Fan of faith, and prevent the Wu of love. If we reject 
the truth, that we are be leet to 
'. ; the blood of Chriſt, ſanctiſed in Chriſt, righteous by. the righ 115 cr 


lvation in Chriſt, "redeemed | by 


"neſs of Chriſt, ,and ſafely kept by the wer of Gad through t 
pro. of Chriſt to Maag tion be you is made void, 50 bor love 


Teaſeth te exit. Truth and loye are equally precious. 4 The be. 
| ns truth” is the precious life of faith. Love is "the bleſſed 


Iruit of faith. Herein confiſts WAY bleſledveſs,. O chriftian! What 
God Rath 195% together, let et no man put aſunder.“ Therefore 
> we are exhörted, Hold falt the form of found words, i in pa 
-aND.. LOYE,, which is in Chriſt Jeſus,” 2 Tim. 1. 13. Nh of 
i ſpeaking. the TRUTH ix LOVE, we grow up into. him in l 


43 things, which. as the bead, even E. ” Epb. 4: 15. 


heart where cvs rej, is lo the race har leg an gs, 
ore bop Y — . f a en faith and hope ſhafl ceaſe; 0 


; % 2129 is this Gall frike our joyful rings 
ANG — al} 1 In che ſweet realins of blüſfs. 
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JuLY 10. | ( 19x ) 4 . ; 
I will. not leave you comforileſs. John 14. 18. 


˖ Me gre born into this world crying —we live in it complaining— 
8 and wWe go out of it ſorrowing, for any comfort it can 8 Jus. 
0 When cardinal Woolſey was caſt off by his king, he faid,' Had 
: 1 ſerved my God as faithfully as I have my prince, he would not 
i haye treated me thus,” The more we know of this world, the 
is more we ſee. of its folly and, vanity. The more we enjoy of its 
ſmiles and friendſhip, ſo much the more ſorrow and reluQance we 


i hhaye in leaving it. But with our beayenly Friend it is quite other- 
it wiſe. He never leaves nor forſakes ; w!.om he loves, he loves 
h unto. the end —nor ſhall his dear diſciples ever be left in a 
Il COT fortleſs Rate of ſorrow and dejection, like poor orpharis, caſt 
k ons wide world of ſorrow and woe, withgut any, kind heart tb 
» N fr. 0 and Pand to rebeve e Kor whee Bl Ger eath- 
e | forts. forſake us, Mill Jeſus abides by us: His Spirit 'comforty"as, 
nm | dy fheving what he is to us: what, he has done, is dying, aud 
24 will do for us. The apoſtles had full experience of the'promiſe'of 
ie | their gracious Lord.“ He comforteth us in all our tribulations.” 
al 2 Cor. 1. 4. © In me ye ſhall baue peace.” And'why doch our 
xd Ford alto affire, us, «In the the world ye Thatf have 'tributa- 
tion?” John 16. 33. truly he loves us too well to ſuffer us to 
11 up our reſt in it. If with Paul at Epheſus, . 
of men, we fight with beaſts. 1 Cor. 15. 32. All this is fuffered 
to fender the world more inhoſpitable—to make us lothe 
ſwine's food, the hufks of this world, that the bread of life, the 
bh comforts of Jeſus, may be more feaſted upon and enjoyed. 
1. Why is fin ſuffered to dwell in us, and to make us grone und di- 
n. r hateful to ue—4g pit U'our bf E6n- 
ec ceit of ourſelves and our own righteouſneſs—and to endear the 
b atonement and righteouſneſs of Jeſus to our ſouls—thar all dur 
bg comfort ſhould ſpring from. him? Why is ſatan ſuffered to harals 
he and perplex us, but chat as the Theep, of Chriſt's paſture, we hold 
we i {keep cloſe to our ſhepherd; or like frighted children, when ſur- 
de. i Jy, dogs bark at them, fear keeps them near their father's pro- 
Tad teftion, and within the bounds of his habitation? So we find the 
bat comforts of living, near our Saviour. Do we carry about a weak 
awe ee body |, Here w guar Connors = Ve. Fane Bk knowing 
13331 eee 
b Boas” Sw 9 2 \ or. —* I f 18 8 ; at ih * OE - : 5 7 wh 
by ie 8 to our loving Lord * he comforts us concerning 
2 our faith, and cauſes us to rejoice in hope of the glory of God ; 
s and to glory in tribulations, Tobe that tribulation Worketh pa- 
* tience, and patience experience, and experience hope, and he 
"gs maketh not aſhamed, becaaſe the love of God is ſhed abrond in Gf 
52 hearts by the Holy Ghoſt given unto us.“ Rom. 5. 25. 


(192) 


things x together fur good 10 
them that love God, to them who are the called Lee 


bis pr Pele. Rom. 8. 28, 


"oor ſenſible finver would PANE be e to tek one ex- 
geption her and ay. < ; How can fin, w hich. now and feel to 
the. very (= of all evils, work for! 0 good? But the Holy 
Ghof hath.oot, excepted even. this, Will any one fay, hence let 
us de do evil chat gogd may come ? St, Paul makes a terrible appli- 
| to. ſuch, Whoſe. "damnation i is juſt,” Rom. 3, 8. There- 
ore 7 7 is not the Janguage of . a belieyer's heart, his falvation ! is 
ſu 5 Fl che that. believes. all be ſaved.“ Such, and ſuch 
Rage, 15 ' Ar ly 1 * all things Work. re together for 
85 * ve and this love inſpires them with hatred 
eo in. But. yer gn: toe: are finners, both by original fin and actual 
tranſgreflion.; n 2 through the all-wiſe over-rulin power 
racious * — 55 God, even the worſt of evils, fin, ſhall 


—_— moſt ſal medicine ff om noxious and poiſonous 
[ons Lied and e the Wirte wiſe Jehovah, 15 at the 
beginnir and confuſion into beauty and order, and 


 darkr into light, make evil to work for good ? He hath done 
it. Canſt thou think of that world of fin and evil Which was 
| by. the fall of man? Doſt thou not know the fill greater 
d which, it bas been made. to, work for man by Jeſus Chriſt? 
man had not ſinned he goes attributes of Jehovah had vot 
1 ſo eminent diſplayed. As this is true of a world of fin in 
Forte b of 8 "fin i in particular, Sin is natural to man. 
o make it. als for-good is. the ſupernatural power © of God. Sin 
uld never have entered, 115 the 1 . nor ſhould 3 5 continre in 
Zod's 6% Was it not to. s grace, and prove to the 
lory K name. Judas Fa 0 rift 10 death for gain, the 
ews for enyy. Pilate for aa The ad 13975 each through 
ity. God makes all wor k for the ff iritual od and eternal 
vation of bis people. Peter fall thall be be mac e to Work for his 
humility and ſelf- di ;dence, and to ſtrengthen his bretheren. 
Sin, faith St. Auſtin, firſt wrote ſorrow, and now godly fſor- 
row-works-repentance-unto ſalvation, not to be mn of of, to the 
death of fin; ſo the daughter deſtroys the mother.“ Hou ſhould 


this excite wonder and aſtoniſſ 
the apoſtle, O the de pth.. f the riches both of the wiſdom and 


— of God! bow unſearchable. gay his n and 


bis glory and. their good. 72 the art of a chemiſt able to 


t and cauſe us to cry out with 
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How reviving to the ſoul, how encouraging to the mind of a 

diſciple is it to hear the experience of his brethren and com- 
2 LIES" N Dk xs, Sy Os 2 , P ens rn W 5 Are ; 

panions in the faith of Jefus ? To this end the bleſſed 5 hath 


W 5 
LAN . * 8 8 1 AV. 2 * 72 
— t ., Bs IR ID 


cauſed the £ints,of old to leave on record his dealings of love 
with their ſogls. Thus is the word of Cad moſt valuable for our 
inftruftion, edffication, and comfort. Let ho poor follower of 
the Lamb think he is ſingular in feeling an infupportäble prefſure 
of infirmities.. No; the children df God in all ages knew) and 
felt the ſame; whether propbets or apoſtles, none" were perfectip 
free from inward diſtreſſes, temptations, fears, dejectiöns, &. 
All Which ariſe from e poſſeſſing a fallett natufe, Which ſub⸗ 
jects us to theſe ſenſations and feelings. They are otr b ud 
wo cannot but feel them and grone under them: Shortly we ſhall 
be perfectly free from them. This is our glorious hope. t tara 
But alas i how oft doth; preſent diſtreſs deject our hopes Anfftmi⸗- 
ties bow down the ſoul—faith grows languid love declmes hope 
would end in gloomy dejection and melancholy deſpair, if the Lord 


the Father loves, the Lamb pleads, and the Spirit hath pe Y 
help. Therefore when the Spirit ſees the fouls: of his charge 
relied above meaſure in themſelves, and ready to fink under their. 


4 - 


dens, he reaches forth a tender band of affiſtance—helps àgainſt 


infirmities, by enabling the ſoul to took to the adoreable Je 


to an everlaſting covenant to precious promiſes—to a reconciled 
God — and puts this {weet cry. in the heart, Abba Fathers 


Then confidence revives hope ſprings, afreſ—love is excit- 


ed—and, the, power of prayer breaks forch u dee heart, and 
aſcends in ſweet fervor from the ſpul. Whatever fleſn and blood. 
may alledge to the contrary, infirmities are made profitable to the 


foul; or er Paul would never, have declared, «moſt gladly le 
fore will I glory in my infirmities.“ Why'? is there any good in 


them for which, they ſhould be defired ? No; but * that the 


power of Chriſt may reſt opon me.“ 2 Cor.'1 
Eternal Spirit !*we-eonfeſs - 
And ſing the wonders of thy grace Our danger and our refuge too. 2 
Phy-pow'r conveys our bleſſings down. | . 

From God the Father and the Son. 


S 1 * 4 mug; 1 
* 
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Enlighten'd by thy heav'nly ray, Thy words alla che ſtarmy wind, 
Our ſhades and darkneſs turn to day: 5 K turges of the mind. 
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Thie inwardteachings wake us knew. 


"Thy' cheating views awake our joys4*-. 
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2 Lord thy Cod 00117 cirrumciſe thine Bratt, ind the 
haves of thy ſeed, to love the Lord thy Cod with all 
hine heart, and ak af ahi Wo that oor what live. 


t. 30. 6. 


- "Even Moſes, ho delivered the. EET Pr and Aae 
preaches like a Barnabas, a ſon of c af In this chapter we 
have: a-precious enumeration of new-covenatit blefings. id evan- 
gelical promiſes, all ſettled in the etemal counſels between Jeho- 
vah, Father, Son and Spirit, and founded in infinite wiſdom, Ever- 
laſting love, and immutable fuichfulneſs; therefore ſurt ch all the 
ſeed ho are choſeh in Chriſt before the foundati 8 
world. Such is the ſolid foundation öf Faith 2 
The happy heirs ef it the Lord God ſets a fppeial mark oh 

hereby he owns titem as his peculiar ones; aid Which is 8H6 an 
1 to thein of their ſpecial relation to him. As the Father 


loved his people beſbre time, and gave them to Jeſits, who cor 


_ redeemed them in the fulneſs of time; 8 


time, the Bord the Spirit perform his office upon t „ 


circumeiſes their hearts. This St. Paul calls « the circutncifion 
made without hands.“ Col. 2. 11. Outward circumciſion was a 


painful operation to the fleſh, By it was fignified, the cutting off 


all carnal hope and legal confidence in the fleſh'; and was a fign 

and ſeal of new-covenant-bleſlings by Jeſuz. The circumciſion of 

| the heart bri the experieice and enjoyment of ſpiritual 
8 to — 

When the — and hardnef of che heart js cut off, then 

it gladly hears and receives the love of God in the crucified Saviour. 

This love, known and believed, begets love to God in a circum- 


- ciſed heart. And though there is all comfort in love, yet there is 


a painful ſenſation attends loving fouls. This is the fruit and evi- 
dence of love. They mourn and grieve at the View of the fins 
and corruptions of their natures.—they are pained at the fight of 
them grone under a ſenſe of them are filled with ſhame for 


them and deteſtation againſt them. O hom do they. 3255 2 — | 
love the 


them, and cry to jeu for victory over them ! 
a Lord with all their heart and with all their ſoul,” this is their 
one deſire on earth; that they may be in love, wholly devoted to 


1 who bought them — his blood. Of all ſuch ſouls the 


Spirit of inſpiration deelares, Happy art thou, O Iſrael! who 
le unte on, bd ace ane faved of the Lord! N. Dent. 33+ 5. 
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( 195 ) 


But this man, after be bad cſfered one ſacrifice for 
Vn, for. ever. ſat down on the right band of God. 
Hetwurcoo al hos, N . 


Though the croſs of Chriſt is the chriſtian's glory, yet the ſmall . 
ſhare that Jeſus hath in the chtiſtian's affections is his ſnamę. Really 
diſciples of Jeſus do not love their Saviour as they ought, becauſe 
they are flow of heart to believe his love to them, and his ſufferings 
for chem. Hoy Bttle ate our hearts in meditation upon the labour of 


 loye, toils of ſorrow, andagonies of ſoul, which Jeſusſuſtained on our 


accourit; in our nature. If a friendly arm is reached forth and ſnatcheth 
A pot mortal from the ja ws of approaching death, O how does ir call 


forth love to his kind deliyerer when he reflects on his danger how 
does it excite his gratitude! he cannot think of his preſerver but he 


femenibers his mercy. But where is our warm affection, our fervent love 


to that precious Max whoſe heart was as a flame of love to us, and who 
offered himſelf as a ſacriſice for our fins? how was he ſtraitned till 


this baptiſm was accompliſhed? his ſoul longed till it was finiſhed. 
But alas! we think top little of our danger we are too apt to 
look upon fin as a matter of ſmall moment; becauſe the ſacri- 
fice of Jeſus is not fo conſtantly upon our hearts. Diſciple, doſt 
thou not ſee cauſe of mourning ſor this? haſt thou not cauſe to 
pray daily for mare heart- affecting views of Jeſus by the Spirit? 
O the infinite merit af this one ſacrifice! Sin, how malignant its 
nature! how deep its ſtain! which nothing but blood divine could 
atone ſu. WH e AR CN TELE 


. Behold the Man! gaze, wonder, adore, and love, Jeſas on 


the croſs, Jeſus at the right hand of glory, firſt fully atoning 


for fin, then pleading the ſinners cauſe, and preſenting the per- 


fection of his facrifice. What ſingular conſolation is this! a ſenſe 
of ſin is diſtteſſing to the converted foul; but when the one ſacri- 
fice is beheld e faith, how does it revive the drooping 


heart, give prace to the troubled conſcience, and excite joy in 


the ſatrowful mind? Poor ſinners have nothing elſe to look to for 


hope. Nor can pardon and peace be had from any other ohject 


bat the atoning blood of Jeſus; of chi, we can never glory 
too much; nor can our confidence be too ſtrong, nor our expec- 

tations too great, nor our triumphs in Jeſus over fin, ſatan, and 
death or at any time unſeaſonable; for this precious truth is a 
_ never failing ſpring of conſolation, , The - blood: of Jeſus Chriſt 
cleanſeth from all fin.” 1 John 1. ꝶ7̃ꝛ. 


Our faith adores thy bleeding los, Wie hope for heav'nly.crowns above 
And truſts for life in one that dy'd; C From a Redeemer crucify d. 


Jory 15. ( 196 ) 
© rd bb, dn horror of great darkutfs' fell" on bin. 
: ; Th r is ſomewhat very gloomy and awful in what is called 

total eclipſe of the ſun.” When the! earth is darkened, crea- | 
tion puts on A melancholy aſpect, and ſeems to mourn in ſilent 
\Fadnefs;” But the ſurpriſe and aftoniſhiment which naturally ſeize 


» C 


* 


on us, is greatly abated,” as theſe are not uncommon appearances 
mm nature, and are foretold and accounted for. As in the natural, 
Jo it is in the ſpiritual world. The children of God in all ages 
5 have experienced darkneſs of ſoul: therefore none ſnould think this 
- "peculiar, When they are exerciſed thus, as though ſome ſtrange 
, thing" had happened to them.“ 1 Pet. 4. 12. We ſee Abraham, 
the friend of Cod and father of the faithful, under an eclipſe of 
dhe bright ffining of che Sun of righteouſneſs. The conſequence 
of this darkneſs Wðwaus an horror, yea an horror of great darkneſs 
fell on him! And this too after an extraordinary appearance of 
, the Lord himſelf to him, who called him by his name, bid him 
EAR NOT Laſſures him, IAM THYT SHIELD AND THY EXCEEDING | 
"GREAT REWARD ; then gives him the comfortable promiſe of the 
ſeeck that ſhould ſpring from him. Upon which, Abraham „ be- 
lieved in the Lord, and he counted it to him for righteouſneſs ;” 
and he offers a ſacrifice as the Lord commanded. But, alas, how 
ſoon did his bright Sun of comfort diſappear? how ſoon did dark- 
neſs and horror fall upon him? How changeable are our frames ? 
Extraordinary clänifelfatibne of comfort and joy are often ſacceeded 
by darkneſs and trials of ſoul! So it was with our dear Saviour, 
after the Father's declaration, “ This is my beloved Son.“ After 
© the 'viſible deſcent of che Holy Ghoſt upon Him, he was led into 
the wilderneſs, to undergo the moſt tharp and trying temptations. 
Thus again Sk. Paul, after he had been caught up to the third 
heavens, à meſſenger of fatan was ſent to buffet him 
Hence, O believer, under ſpiritual darkneſs and diſtreſs of ſoul, 
write not bitter thipgs againſt thyfelf—think not God ceaſeth to 
love thee,” and viſits in Wrath. No: God ever reſts in his love 
he changes not his love is the ſame. Thou art as ſafe in his hands, 


I 
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FJ. Wa man can ſoy that Feſus is the Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghoſt. 1 Cor. 12. 3. | | 


ce As the heavens declare the glory of the Lord, and 8 


ed ment ſhewerh his handy work,” {o every page of his ſacred word pro- 
"mY claims his grace to his people, reminds them of the inſufficiency 
nt of their natural power and free-will to any ſaving purpoſes. For- 
26 . mal-profeſſors ſay, That Jeſus is the Lord. The confeſſion is eaſy 
es and common to the open profane, and the more decent Phariſee; 
I, and is alike profitable to ſalvation, with the true declaration from 
= ſatan, © Thou art the Holy One of God,” Mark, 1: 24, But fav- 
is ing confeſſion of Jeſus, with the lips, proceeds from inward be- 
e liev ing on Jeſus with the heart; and this from fpiritual diſcoveries 
1, to the mind by the Holy. Ghoſt. O believer, Know thy. diflin- 
f Juiſhing bleſſings! eſteem it not a common privifege, but ſpecial 
e | grace, that thou canſt ſee, canſt own, canſt come to, truſt in, call 
ls ypon the deſpiſed Nazarene, the once ſin- bearing. fin-atoning, 
of _ curſe-ſuſtaining Jeſus, as thy Lord and thy God; in whom is all 
n thy hope, and from whom is all thy alvayon. 
3 Hllear what thy Maſter proclaims of ſuch a confeſſion; “ bleſſed 
e art thou ; for fleſh and, blood hath not revealed this unto thee, apart 
» my Father which is in heaven.” Matt. 16. 17. This is the myfle- 
8 ry of the Father's kingdom: it is given only to children to know 
v it. Therefore the Holy Ghoſt is ſent into their hearts to make it 
— manifeſt. Moſt bleſſed confeſſion! May it be ever uppermoſt in our 
? mings, in our lips, and evidenced by our lives! 
{ leſus is the Lord, the Saviour, the man and Mediator—our 
, _ atonement on the croſs—our righteouſneſs in his life—our inter- 
ceſſor at the right hand of glory. This, this our plea to all that 
„ are againſt us; and we are ſure it is a godly righteous plea, for it 
: is given us by the Holy Ghoſt, in the word of truth. By it the 
BM Father is glorifed—Jeſus is honoured—drooping, fainting hearts 
| are revived and comforted—faith is ſtrengthened hope confirm- 
ed love inereaſed—holineſs advanced - ſatan vanquiſhed—fin ſub- 
dued— the law anſwered the world overcome — death con- 
‚ quered.— and we ſhare. in the triumphs of glory and immortality. 
Chriſtian ſoul, chear up; with this truth in thine heart with 
| this confeſſion in thy mouth; go on thy way rejoicing nor men 
: nor devils can harm thee. Thy Lord is almighty to protect, 
ever- loving to ſave. Only fear to offend againſt love itſelf. 
Never ſuffer a doubt of Jeſus' love, in thy mind. Grieve not the holy 
| x: Spirit. Come, a few more days to prove thy allegiance to Jeſus on 
| earth, and thou ſhalt reign with him in glory. Ever remember th 


him will I confeſs before my Father which is in heaven.“ Matt. 
10. 32. : | PR 


Jury 17. ( 198 ) 
 Feſus ſaid, will ye alſo go away? John 6. 67. 


this ay to his own diſciples. Our Maſter keeps no preſt 
men in his ſervice. All his ſubjects are volunteers. They are 
made willing to come to him, believe on him, and greatly 
eſteem the day of his power to follow and cleave to him. Force, 
reſtraint, and compulſion act not on their ingenuous minds: But 
what they find in Jeſus now, preſent peace; what they expect from 
Jeſus hereafter,. glory and ſalvation, endears him to their fouls. 
Daily obſervation furniſhes with inſtances of many who profeſs « 
own Chriſt, and to follow him for a ſeaſon ; but anon, throu 
not underſtanding bis doctrine, and not knowing his love, — 
are aſtended, forſake Chriſt, his truth and his ways; go bac 
to the world, to the enjoyment of their luſts, and to carnal preach- 
ets, bo sry, peace, peace unto them, Thus they make ſhip- 


have. Sr. b f bh 
But a trae diſciple of Jeſus, who has known Chriſt in ſpirit and 
truth, our Saviour keeps from ſuch folly. And the ſight of others 
falling off and leaving bim, is made of bleſſed uſe to ſuch. It 
excites humility aud gratitude - quickens to holy jealouſy and 
odly watchfulneſs. - And ſuch: a tender expoſtulation put to the 
oul, « Wile thou alſo go away?” O how it kindles a ſpark of 
fire, and blows up a flame of love in the poor ſinner's heart! As 
when che tender and indulgent parent ſays to his dear little child, 
Wilt thou go away and leave me? How does it draw forth the 
love and affection of its heart? and the little thing, with eager 
embraces, clings the faſter to its parent. | ; 
When the aged Polycarp was joyfully going to ſeal the truth of 
his faith with his blood, being threatyed by the pro-conſul with 
death in various ſhapes, anſwered, * Why. tarrieſt thou? Bring 
forth What thou wilt; we chriſtians are fixed in our minds 


— 


him, and promiſed to ſet him at liberty, if he would reproach 
Chriſt. (O the affecting reply! how ingenyous ! how full of love!) 
4 40 aud ſix years (ſaid he) have I now ſerved my Lord Chriſt, 
end he. has never done me the leaſt wrong: How then can I blaſ- 
pheme my King and my Saviour?” Haw victorious is faith ! how 


our aficio do ches! „ To.wham.ſhould. we Bo, thou haf the 
words of eternal life.“ John 6. 68. TERS 1 


Draw us, O. God, with ſev reign grace, That we may end this mortal race, 
And lift our thoughts on high, And ſee ſalvation nigh, 


"This, Q ſoul, is the voice of thy Beloved. Thy Friend put 


wreck of ſaich and a good conſcience, which they profeſſed to 


not to change from good to evil. Then the pro- conſul flattered 


ꝓowerful is love! Lord. increaſe qur «faith in thee ! Jeſus inflame 
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Jury 19, | « 199 ) 


: All ſcripture is given by inſpirationof Cod, and is profi- 


table for dottrine, for reproof, for correttion, for infiuc- 
tion in righteouſneſs; that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furniſhed unto all. good works. 2 Tim. 
3. 16, 17. [30:1 ls 


A poor ſinner, in a dangerous illneſs, was in a very dark and 
comfortleſs frame of mind for two days; but on the third day, 
light, peace and joy overſpread his foul by thefe words being 
brought to his mind: After two days he will revive us, in the 
third day he will raiſe. us up, and we thall live in his fight.” On 
this, he called for a bible. O how was his inexpreſſible joy in- 
creaſed, when he read the words in Hoſea, 6. 2. On be- 
ing aſked, If he had done with the bible ? he anſwered, with a 
flood of joyful tears, No: never, never ſhall I have done with 
that bleſſed book, till 1 change time for eternity.“ The Spirit 
of inſpiration ever honours his own word of truth. All peace, 
comfort and joy is derived from it through faith. We ſhall ſu 
fer no loſs, if we ſuſpend judgment on comforts, till we have tri- 
ed them by this touchſtone of truth. We ſhould be on our guard 


againſt the flatteries of falſe peace, and the deluſions of unſeriptu- 
ral joys. . h 


Revealed truths are faith's objects. By the kno of 
them, the Spirit conſolates the ſoul, lovingly reproves and cors 
reQs what is amiſs—profitably inſtructs in the fundamental truths 
of Jeſus? righteouſneſs unto juſtification of life—and the believer's 
obedience unto righteouſneſs. No one doctrine of God's word 
ſhould be flightly regarded. In this ſenſe he that neglects one 
point of truth, is guilty of all. This is to impeach the wiſdom of 
the Spirit, as though he had made known needleſs and inſigniſi- 
cant doctrines. This is (inſtead of being doers of the word) to 
judge and condemn the word. Jeſus is the ſum and ſubſtance of 
the ſeriptures. All the promiſes are in him. All the doctrines lead 
to him, and centre in him. Theſe are the furniture of faith, 
while Jeſus is the chief object of the ſoul. So diſciples go on to 
perſection in knowledge, love and holineſs ;' therefore they ſhould 
prize the word as thety-companion—conlult it as their familiar 
friend—and pray over it as their eonſtant guide. So like thoſe of 
old, they ſhall be ** edified, aud walk in the fear of the Lord, and 
in the comfort of che Holy Ghoſt.” Acts 9. 34. 


Laden with guilt and full of fears, The volume of my Father's grace 
I fly to thee, my Lord, | Does all my grief affuage ; 

And not a glimpſe of hope appears, Here I behold my Saviour's face 
But in thy written word, | Almoſt in ev'ry page. | 
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Ju Ly 19. (- 200, ) 


Me have nat an bigb: prieft which cannot..be. touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities ; but was in all points 


tempted like as we are; yet without fo in. Heb. 4. 15, 


NR. * 5 


5 — fin P:Octiesthe-ſanQified Gul: that 9 my happy 
ſtate. And verily, as ſure: as the word of 'God-is true, thou ſhalt 


enjoy this perfect freedom from thy worſt enemy. But thou muſt 
be content to wait God's time, and live in God's way z that is, by 
tan upon thy beſt friend Jeſus. Thy preſent bleſſeuneſs is to un- 
derſtand and rejoice in this great myſtery, that Chriſt who knew 


no ſin, was made ſin for us. Therefore, by faith we glory, know 
ing chat God bleſſeth us as righteous in Chriſt, and doth not im- 


ſin unto us. As the bead is without ſin, fo are the members, 


— beloved in the ſight of God. And this is the evidence 


that we are horn of the Spirit and have the mind of Chriſt, that 


we hate all fin, and long for entire deliverance from ity and aſpire 


after full conformity to the image of Gd. 


This we cannot enjoy in the body; therefore we maſt firſt ſleep 
in Jeſus, ere we awake up after his perfect likeneſs. But in the 


mean time we have a bleſſed ſympathizing High- Prieſt before the 


throne of God. This is our comfort. That very human nature in 
which our ſins were expiated on earth, is now crowned with glory 
in heaven. This is very refreſhing.” Chriſt can as ſoon forget his 


own glory, as any part of his ſuffering body. He feels for them. 


He is touched with the moſt tender concern and affection towards 


them. He knows what ſore temptations mean, for he hath felt the 


ſame. Temptations, even e moſt violent, cannot harm us: 
we.enter into them. Therefore, 
they ſhould not deject us. And needwe ever be overcome by them? 


„they do not deſile us, unl 
Doth not Jeſus live ? Have we not free and familiar acceſs to him, 


as the gloriſed man and mediator ? Is not all power in heaven 
and earth given unto him ? Believeſt thou this, O ſoul? Think on 
Calvary's proof of his love. Remember Bethany's proof of his 


reſarreQion. He ever lives at the right-hand of glory to interceed 


for and ſave poor ſinners. And let chy caſe be what it may, the 
advice of his loving heart ſuits it: . Call upon me in the day of 
trouble, and eee ee . 9 Ro eee — _—_ | 


50. 15. S EE 
With joy we meditite the grace Ann His meaſure feels afreſh | 
Of our hizh-prieft above; What ev'ry member dears. EA 
His heart is made of tenderneſs, . -.. ke 
His bowels melt with love, 2 "7: ben let our 3 faith addreſs 855 


I cc His mergr and his gt EW 
He in the Jays. of feeble. le. We ſhall obtaindeliv ring grace 
Pour d out his cries and tears, In tae n hour. 
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Jo Ly 20. ( 201 ) 
Holding the whey of g JR in a pur _ ence. 
I Tim. 90 9. ; x 
A * 74 * 3 1 U dry 
From a ee zeal ot regard to the mk of God, when it 
ſhook,” and as he thought was in danger of falling, Bard put | 
forth his hand to ſave it. It ſeems a very rational act; but as it 
argued diſtruſt of God's power to preſerve what was for his op 
lory and honour, therefore the Lord highly reſented it. 


If the diſpleaſure of Jehovah is thus diſplayed in regard to the 


type of the covenant, how Jealous is the Lord of hoſts: of his 
own glory, contained in the truths of the everlaſting covenant, 
laid up in the ſacred ark Jeſus, for all his people. If à tremblin 
ark, touched by an officious hand, was death, one ſhould fear wn, 
| 98 to attack the revealed truths of God's everlaſting -love'to 
wo nm power to preſerve them, and grace to enable them 10 
ere in the faith unto eternal glory. 
"Mami efforts often ſpring from unbelieving hearts. The hand 
of nature is often ſtretched forth to aſſiſt, when it only counteracts 
divine purpoſes. Carnal reaſon ever oppoſeth the myſtery of the 
goſpel; bat faith is ſupported by God's truths, the conſcience is 
purified by jeſus blood, and the myſtery of faith is only known 


to enlightned minds. To hold by it, and to hold it faſt in tbe 


conſcience, is the life and joy of our ſouls. So the Holy Spirit 
maintains vital living union between Jeſus and his members. So 
love i is excited to him, a life of dependence on him, a throne of 
ce is delightful to them, ſin b=comes more hateful in their 
ght, and the fruits of righteouſneſs are increaſed to God's glory, 
by thofe who, though guilty finners in themſelves, are in Chriſt pure 
and free from all ſin - unrighteous in themſelves, but in Jeſus 
clothed with perfect righteouſneſs— filthy and polluted by nature 
and practice, but in Jeſus, all fair without ſpot, beautiful and 
comely. In themſelves, no right to God's love, no title to his in- 
heritance; but in Jeſus their right is clear, their title legal, their 
enjoyment of it certain. Here is the myſtery of faith. Thus, diſ- 
ciple, fix thy ſteady eye on Jeſus daily view the promiſes in him 
look thou conſtantly for the Spirit's power through him. So ſhale 
thou Have the anſwer of a he conſcience towards God: by the 
refurreQion of Jefus.” 1 Pet. 3. 21. Hold thou me up, and I 

ſhall be ſafe; and I will have 0 unto ** W eee 

Pfalm 119. 117. . 
Why does your face, ye humble fouls Awake, our — Bots the grace, 
© Thoſe mournful colours weir? That buties all bur faults, 


What doubts are e chat watte your And pard' ning blood, that ſwells above 


faith, 5 Our e x and cur thought, 
"2 nouriſh * your alen, 5 0 7 
| 0 
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Now our Lord Jeſus Chrift bimſelf, and God even our 
Father, which hath loved us, and given us everlaſting 
conſolation, and good hope through grace, comfort your 
Bearts, and fablihs you in every good word and work. 
2 Theſſ. 2. 16, 17. bang ? I ic Qormmos 
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Believers in Jeſus know that ** the remembrance of fin is griev- 
aut, and the burden intolerable,” A ſight and ſenſe of fin af- 
fects their conſcience with ſorrow and 

need-zhar-thoir poor hearts ſhould be comforted ;_abd alſo thr 
they: ſnonld be eſtabliſhed in every good word and work. But 
from whence ſhall they derive this 100 &riving to forget, pal- 
| fr the fan their paſt ſins, by promiſing to be more ſtedfaſt 


** 


the future in ihe truibs of God, and obedience to his will ? 
Alas; he that truly knows what fin is, he who is really acquainted 
wüh bie own weakneſs and inſufficiency to that which is good, 
kd: pronenels to all evil, will not, cannot thus deceive his own 
taal. But che converted foul will ingenuoully confeſs his fins to 
bjs God and Saviour--Hay them open with all their apgravating 
circumſtances . mourn over them with 'a godly ſorrow— own his 

juſt deſerts for chem and in the exerciſe of faith, look «to the 


eleanſeth from all ſin.“ When Jeſus is the object of his faith, 


drayn out after che bleffng and comfort of it, In this way, 
ple of Jeſus, thou canſt never believe nor hope too much. 
y is it not thy diſtreſs and haavineſt that thy faith is weak, 
hope languid, und thy love ſo cold?! but Why is this? Not 


Ch eee and God our Father, r loved: us.” Who? 
n 
| > Sy wma — ſuch was * — of all thoſe 


n:the apoſtle ĩncludes in che pronoutt us. And as the con- 
ot the ed o me not ſubhject to mutability'; But ſolid, per- 
petual, aud eternal. Founded in the everlaſtiug covenant—ella- 
ed in everlaſting righteouſneſs-iſſuing in everlaſting ſalva- 
tion— revealed in the everlaſting goſpel and applied to the ſoul 
by tie eee pen, "Conſolation and cane of heart 
inſeparable from 4 fiability"in the good word of the Lord and in 
works of righteouſneſs and true holineſs; © tg the praiſe of the 
glory of his own grace.” Eph. 1.6. | 


HB 


diſtreſs. There is daily 


b of God, who taketh away the fin of the world.” The dif | 
ple knows that ſoul-reviving truth, © The blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
the foul is allo poſſeſſed of a g „ Theſe are inſeparable. 
ſe a i al pb of good aps The , ard. 
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want of a foundation-tor faith and hope; for our Lord Jeſus 
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learned who knew Jeſus as their Lord and their God, and-abide 


JuLy 22. ery 


This is the true God and eternal life. Keep . 
from . ee, 1 John 5. 20, 21. 
Y mm Faljeftion, with the men of this al 5 


ers of Jeſus : You can preach and talk 
nothing but leu Truly we . conſider him as the end of all our 


converſation.“ Heb, 13. 8. Conſcious of what he hath done fo 


us bat he is ro us—and what he hath done ix us; verlly, 
Jeſus is all in all to qur fouls. ' We know that the Son of God js 
come in our ſteſfl. We are ſure, that by the. blood of his crofs 
co he bath made an end of fin, finiſhed tratſ; greſſion, made recon- 
ciation for. N and by his holy lie « hath brought in an 
9 righteouſneſs.” Dan. 9. 24. All this we poor ſinners 
wanted. Nothing ſhart of #254 could fave us. But this.eteraal 


| te 90 hn we. hays in * WONDERFVL Friend, the God · man Ohriſt Je. 


be his infinitely preciqus name! he: bath given us 
an un cr beg heart to know him. We deſtre to be 23280 
indebted to his name, his grace, his love; for we ſee our union th 
him, and oneneſs with kim. Marvel not then, that we ſpeak ſd 
highly of ous BeLove; . for if we ſhould. hold our peace, ths 


very ſtones in the ſtreet would cry out againſt us.“ Say, ye 


born fons of li ights ſay, ye children of grace, of whom ſhould We 
gory, if not of Jeſus our true God and eternal life? We diſclaing 

other gods. We know and believe that the Father is in Ie 
— he in the Father.” John 10. 38. He teacheth us the Fa 
love in him to us; and he ſends the Comforter, which procesdeck 
from the Father, to ſhed his love abroad in our hearts. 

Alas! how did we live before we' knew Jeſus, the only true 
God ? Truly, though we talked of God and thought we Ene 
God, and Worſhipped him, and feated him, yet we were all the 

hile, like the reſt of the whole world, * lying in wiekednaſs: ““ 

aſt afles 5 ng arms of the wicked-one ; for when we were 
without acids we were Atheiſts, without God in the world; 
and conſcqueptly. had vo hope.“ Eph, 3. 12. How deluded afe 
the wiſe and learned of this world, wich their notions and worfff 
of. the unkown God, while little children are truly wiſe and be 


him. The truth of their faith, the uprighineſs of their hentts, an the 
üncerity of their love, are beſt evidenced by!  theniſelves 
from the-enſnaring. vanities e f time and os 
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„ ( 204 ) 
O wretched man that I 2 who ſhall deliver me fr om this body of 
hw Rom. . 24. a IN dnn 

Spiritual ſenſe and feeling 5 peculiar to. regenerate heaven born 
2 While in a carnal ſtate, © dead in treſpaſſes and ſins ;” 
i tt 10 law thunders out its dreadful curſes againſt us, we hear 


ee by nature children of wrath, and deſerving hell, yet 
dar e fee not. T 'hough our "fins" 155 te over our 
ds, 25 it are. like a ſore bürden, too heavy fi or us to bear, yet 
| them not. "Bur when the foul is Alive t6 God, we grone, 
Eating Wich a body of fin, and Pant after deliverance. 
$ Wa: experience of holy Paul. Such the experience of the 
ts In al "ages. 'But, thanks be to our God, though ever ſo deep- 
refed and & pred With fin, we ſorrow not 28 Without kidpe, 
9 5 "391 e of our 'Peliverer, but know that it is through 
Th None but Jeſus is able; and be hath, he doth, he 
bive er- e bath delivered from the curſe of 'fin by his 


: 15 5 droug h faith. Tie will deliver the ſouf perfectly from 
A, ing of f 0, e e | y of. fleſh is * ſown in diſhonour, to 
5 h in glory.” Thee laſt enemy, dearh, is not deſtroyed yet: 
1 hone 80 perfectly exemf t from that which brought death into 
"the worl Ir. ie þ reſent deliverance thou haſt, O believer ! 
pf 11 deliverance 9 canſt not but pant after and long for. 
ink not, that feeling a body of ſin (which, like thy natural 
body, "Zoofilts of ped parts'and' members) groning under it, in- 
- wardly s 0 ardent Yeſires for deliverance, infcribing, 
_ #wretched man” upon. thyſelf, like a criminal who is compelled 


e el fiver the confcience from the guilt and domi- 


, 4 


© to carry about, a dead, putrifed, flinking' carcaſe; think not all 


I e to be inconſiſtent with a bleſſed fate and being blefſed « with all 
- Tpiricu ritu al, 'blefſio s in Chriſt Jeſus.” No: thb u art not ſingular; * It 
was once the lot of all thy brethren now perfect in glory. It is 

the lot FF all thy Sept in the faith and patience of Jeſus on 

5 Kurth. "When Paul in ſuch ſpiritual ecftacy and joy, was caught 
5 U to, the third heavens, he did not know whether he was in the 

"bo might then think, "he was intitely freed from his bur- 


. 9, "ar t he Was perfełt: 4 but a little time after, experience 

. convinced Ritt. to he contrary : and we find bim * as forrowful, 
Jet 354 rejoicing. 2 Cor. 6. 688 16-giolg bor « 

| 922 eſſed be our compaſſionate Saviour, who reaches oh reviving 

. E als' "of « . 1061400 And refreſhment. This chears dur drooping 
Spirit unde? 'our burden. This favour no Kind hand adminiſtered 
to him, when worn out and ſinking under the ponderous load of 
our fins, on the croſs. O the joy of faith! Sin, though felt, prieved 

for, mourned over; yet, „there is no condemnation to them that 
are in Chriſt Jeſus, WhO walk not after the fleſh, but after the 
Spirit.” Rom. 8. 1. 


* 


58 


ir 24. ( 205 ) 
Caft thy burden upon the Lord, and Be Gulli ſuftain 


* 


thee: be ſhall never ſuffer the righteous to be moved. 


17 e 


4 * 


The ſoul, having loſt its innocency by the ſin of the firſt Adam, 


can never be happy till it knows righteouſneſs is reſtored to 
it again by the fecond Adam Jeſus, Senſible fianers would be 


truly, miſerable, when they ſee their nakedneſs, and feel their 
want of righteouſneſs, was nöt righteouſneſs revealed as God's un- 
ſpeakable gift by Jeſus Chriſt. By him a glorious robe of righte- 
ouſneſs is wrought out and imputed to naked and deſtitute finners. 


Grace reigns through his righteouſneſs, All the.mercy and favour 


we receive from God, is in a way of righteouſneſs.” We enjoy the 
knowledge and comfort, that we are righteous None dees 
faith, If this point is not clear and ſettled in t 


8 ae mind, it is be- 
cauſe the clouds of ignorance and unbelief are not chaſed away 3 
the Sun of Na af hath not yet aroſe upon ſuch hearts: 
therefore they are perplexed and diſtreſſed touching the hope of 
ſal vation. For this is the eſſential and leading point in chriſtianity. 
Infinite are the bleſſings, moſt precious the promiſes, which abound 
in God's word to the righteous. When we read of the righteous 


in ſcripture, we are ever to remember Jeſus, and give glory to him, 


from whom our righteouſneſs cometh. This we ſhall do, if the 


Spirit has revealed his righteouſneſs to our hearts by faith. God 


% will never ſuffer the righteous to be moved from their hope.” 
Then alſo there is a holy boldneſs and ſweet familiarity between a 
righteous Lord and ſuch righteous ſouls. As he has clothed them 
with the garments of ſalvation, they have always a ſympathizing 
friend in their hours of trouble to flee to. Jeſus will ſupport 


their weak fouls, and ſuſtain their heavy burdens. They cannot 
| fink, though they may be often ready to faint. But why is this! 


Truly we are apt to ſtruggle with this difficulty, and toil with the 
other load upon our poor minds, inſtead of caſting. all upon 


Jeſus who careth for us. Senſe oppoſeth faith; hence Je- 
ſus is forgotten, and the mind remains troubled. But here is 


the wiſdom and glory of faith; whenever we feel our. ſouls are 


| bowed down on any; account, to refer all Our priefs, and caſt, or 
roll all our burdens off from our on minds upon Jeſus, and ſimply 
to cry out with Hezekiah, © I am oppreſſed, undertake for me.” 


But I, with all my cares, lis arm ſhall well ſuſtain 


o 


"Pit caſt my burdens on his arm, The ground on which their ſafety ſtand 


And reſt upon his word, ot No earthly pow'r can more. 


JuLy 25, ( 206 


I preſs toward the mark, for the prize f the bigh 
t e e Jeſus. Phil. 3. 14. 5 


"By effeQtual vocation the ſoul is called From: A death in fin to a 
life of righteouſneſs. By ſpiritual illumination, the moſt defira- 
ble jet an. diſcerned. The faith of God's elect manifeſts it- 
ſelf to be an operative grace in the heart by the conduct of the 
life. B Paul, though ſuch a; zealous champion for ſovereigu 
operations. and Free-grace truths, though. ſo averſe ta the pride of 
wr: Rein the, confidence of human. righteouſneſs in his writing 

„Jet his. life and exhortations are; equally oppoſite 
EIT prices, unchriſtian flath and indolence. He 
4 a prize to win, the end af his calling to at- 

= all who. are partakers. of like precious 
fan. Ane the hands, W dou down contented, reſting in eaſe 
and indolence, way ſuffice when doQr Hwy: are only. received in the 
head, afſented to in the judgment : 25 ſpeculations, ſo as to en- 
gage the 5 ue, without warming an cing the heart, and 

| Feng 8 As Fakes of bolineſs ig the like If 4 * ne and 

a 1 


contrar to th zel, 18 to 
pn the ee bleſſed conduct duct, fo . of him abound 


Kat th wc he in the love of it, — 
a I preſs forwards,” hke. a. racer who the 
mark e place he ſets out 
from ; and is Klee fo to raw that he | Shave. the prine 
Jeſus is the chriſtian's mark. As he conſiders eſſes for- 
ward towards him. The World, with all ite 17 ms, vain 

and eamal delights, he forſakes. and leaves behind him. 
e fears being en with the objects of time and ſenſe; pre- 
ferring Jeſus above all. ; Theſe thi ings grow more: —— 
and conremprible 10 him. 'The mae he es all hen. and ex- 
all ſtom bim, ſo 6 ach the more he. preſſes towards him. 
oF nzed—ordin attended tothe 
N 5 en . one | 
exer e y of t; into e ta the 
world or Fl how ae, how: — 


then pada 95 any a Fe attention in competition 

wich thy Saviour, an hou * melee | las 
«© 80 run chat Jou may oben Bodne 720: = 

r Ane Aer hew beldey! ce jet thy 3 b 3 

' How falſe and yet bow fair! My ſoul's eternal food; 5 
Each pleaſure hath its poiſon Has, And grace command my hn n 


And'ev'ry : eker fare, From all created 1 


@ 


F 8 c 


el ' 
; 2 * « 
» 


Jour r 26. ( 207 ) 
| Love not the world, weither the things that are in the 


by the inchanting deb of che 8 to forſalte Jeſus and 
dhe hope of the goſpel. Melancholy complaim of St. . 


„ . ͤͤZ p de eo. A . 1 Pr... AE TH ) 


2 F F 


The brighteſt thing below 1 Our se Jo n — hien 


* 


world. if any man love the world, the lrve of the Lag 
ther is not in bim. 1 John 2. 15. 


The voice of wal reaſon cries, God hath created paſſions with- 
in us, therefore gratify them. At this bar jucookiltency is pro- 
nounted upon ſeripture. But the voice of inſpiratian proclaims, 
« The laſts of the fleſh, the luſts of the eye, and the pride of life, 
are not of the Father; therefore E I Let no dic. 
ciple of | Jeſus think this a hard ſaying. Nays but the. foul can 
find no happineſs but in the love of God. I theſe objects attract 
the affeQions, ſo that we ſeek our n and comfort from 


them, as they ſtand in . with, & they. will keep as 
from the ente of the love Where the treaſune is, there. 


will the heart be. When the leve of God lives in 3 the 
love of the world dies: Sb if the love of the world aan 2 
ſendancy in the affections, the love of the Father ſub! We 
can no more love two ſuch contrary obects with a ſapreme love, 
than we can exiſt in time and eternity, in heaven: and on earth 20 
the ſame time: One will neceſſarily give place to the other in 
experience and ee a he carnal gratifications. of the fleſh, 
the vain, indulgences _ the ſight, whatever promotes the 
pride of nature; — bares, honours of this periſhing 
world, are all contrary ke love of God in the (heart, which, is 
the eſſence of all true holineſs and real happineſ. In the light of 
God, ſaints ſee them as . the ſoul. Alas, awful, 
inſtances we fee of many bewntched and inſuared.. 


% Demas hath forſaken me, having loved Mis preſent. world. 
2 Tim. 4. 10. Saints are delivered from this evil worlds. 

are redeemed from a -vain converſation by Jeſus, and forbid boy | 
his Spirit te be conformed to the world. The men of .chis world 
are declared enemies to God's children. It is our waltlom ever to. 
be an our guard againſt them. Though it is our duty to behave, 
with all' kindneſs harper WM w 4o them all the good an dur 
power 3 yet let us beware that they Ado mo haun. OA. 
take fire in his boſon; and got be burnt??? Prov. 5. 29. Cleſe 
iatimacy with carnal friends expoſes $0 damgrr. * . miles 


— them L ere, where apen- ä 0 
rm. 8 


Give but a flatt' ring light; 
We ſhould ſuſpect ſome 
Where we poſſeſs delight. 


The partners of our blood, 
How they de our wiring minds, 
And lawebut half _= God! 


Jeuy 27- 5 (208), 


Is the ob} wrt Jamie Lord, Hove we Wail- 
2 thee The ueſire of cur ſoul is to 5 N and 
10 the remembrance of thee. Iſa. 26. 8. 


P exein app ears the wiſdom 2 of our TOY He hath or- 
go, the Wen his peo le ſhoe1d+ walk, as. well. as the 
end. which they ſball ſurely enſoy, ſalvation. Thus alfo is it 
: diſeſt. by perſeverance: in . and holineſs, that any poor 
mn et is effeQtually * called Ws IN A of Jeſus and. ſal- 
vation by him. 93 7 
.»» Thou in "Fegeheraticn he curvali and corruption of our na- 
ture is not deffroyed'; yet by the word and Spirit the ſoul is poſ. 
ſelled with a deſire Aer Jeſas, and the ſweet remembrance of his 
name is fixt in the heart. Hence many ſouls, who are dear to the 
Lamb, though not favoured with raptore and ecſtaſy of joy, yet 
he is all their defire, and all their ſalvation. They know and feel 
_ themſelves to be poor and loſt. IJ hey are humbled in foul. Hope 
from every object but Chriſt is cut off. But yet they cannot ſpeak 
of ſuch manifeſtations of joy and tokens of comfort, which others 
_ tell of. Hence they diſtreſs and diſquiet their minds, are ready to 
E ion whether they have any knowledge, love and fear of the 
* But this is not right. For it is plain and evident, where 
there i is a defire of ſoul to the name of Jeſus, and a remembrance 
in the heart of him, this ariſeth from a degree of knowledge and 
faith; and lore alſo in proportion is drawn out after 3 
_Chrilt. Such will be found waiting upon the Lord. 
bre 18 ſomething i in the name of Jeſus that is artraQing—that 
2 in the nature of his work and ſalvation which ſuits them, and 
Which they love to hear of and wait for. The ſecret power of 
the Spirit inclines the heart in the way of God's jadgments —in 
the ordinances of his houſe in private -duties—ſecret meditation 
and reading, Kc. Yea, though in diſtreſs and affliction, fill they 
Wait upon, yea wait rox the Lord for more 3 ſtronger 
feith, greater love. Therefore ſuch wWho lightly eſteem, yea 
ſpeak contemptibly of ſuch 'defires, {peak unadviſedly with 
their lips; they * make ſad the heart of the righteous, whom the 


Lord would not baue made ed. Jeſus doth not deſpiſe © the 


ay of ſmall things.” He loves the weakeſt lamb in his flock— 
be delights in the. ſmalleſt work of his on Spirit he doth not 


Ad deſpiſe the leaſt deſire of che ſoul towards him. bis loving heart 
will not break the bruiſed reed, nor quench the ee flax, 


5 until he ſends: forth judgment unto victory. 5 


God is mine all- ſufficient good, Vn him my vaſt Soſives es filo, 
My portion and my choice; | And all my pow'rs rejoice, 


b 


Ju Iv 28. (209) 


I am with you, ſaith the Lord of hoſts * According to 
the word that I covenanted with; you when qe came out 
of Egypt, ſo my Spirit remaineth among you: Fear ye 


- not. Haggai 2. 4 „ 99) Finds e oy 


When the Lord calls bis people to great work, or grievous ſuf- 
ferings, be animates them with. ſltrong conſolati 1 For as 
their day is, their ſtrength ſhall-be, This paſſage ſhines bright,” as 
it manifeſteth the moſt comforting, vievs, and. elcareſt diſcoveries, 
of covenant · grace and love to ſaints of old engaged in a very ardu- 
ous work of Jehovah. © Whatever things were written aforetime, 
were written for our Jeaming, that we might haue hope.” Rem. 15. 4. 
And our hope is eſtabliſned and ſtrengthened through patience 
and comfort of the ſeriptures. And as they encourage our hope, 
they alſo forbid our fears; as if falvation was precarious and un- 


_ Certajn—as: though the matter of hope reſted upon the conditions 


we are able to full to ſecure it. Bleſſad be God, faith hath a ſurer 


anchorhold, even the word, the covenant, the oath of Jehovah, 
Father, Son and Spirit. Tbe knowledge 


of this, under all the 
diſcouraging views of nature and ſenſe, lifts the believer above 
himſelf, and makes him triumph in the everlaſting, unchangeable 
love and ſovereign grace of the glorious Trinity. So children of 
God, in every age, feed one and the ſame bread of life Jefus. 
He is the Logos, the Word, with whom the Father covenanted for 
fingers. According to this, the love of the Father is towards us, even 


While we are in our natural Rate, in Egyptian bondage. Vea the 


love of the Lord of hoſts is the cauſe of our deliverance from it, 


and converſion to his bleſſed Self: So alſo, his Spirit remaineth 


with us: by his ſweet agency and power our blind eyes are en- 
lightened to ſee the glory and ſuitableneſs of Jeſus —our deaf ears 


opened to hear the loving voice of this dear Charmer—and an un- 


derſtanding heart is given us to diſclaim any other hope—and to 
know and chooſe Jeſus, believe in and love him as qur only pre- 
cious Saviour. What bleſſed confidence. is this! We are exhorted 
to hold it faſt.. Fear ye not, ſaith the Lord, I am ever With 
you,” Fear and diſtruſt is moſt unreaſonable. Pride and ſelf- 
Fade date er et e mi kate 
Only love, humili | | mot powerfully Ee UPC 
. ̃ — — 
expreſſions from their lips, What ſhall I render unte the 


Lord, for all his benefits towards me. Thon haſt "delivered | 


from tears, and my fett from 


1 


my ſoul ſrom death, mine | 
falling. I will walk before the Lord in the land 
Palm 116. 8, 12. 5 | 


- 
C er . Hon. 
1 W " 1588 
* 1 — 27, * — — - 


of the living.“ 


P r 
2 — — — —— 


JuLy 29. (i (1220)) 


1 


ue Spirit zſelf beureth witneſs with cur ſpirit that 


we are the children of Cod. Rom. 8. 16. 
Bat SEARS 3 AI Ia SEHAIIN IV He VE IN 


n 


Theſe words dropt not from the pen of a faint in a ſlate of ſin. 
leſs perfection. Nor is this invaluable privilege, this heavenly 
bleſſing, peculiar to the experience of Paul the apoſile; but to 
Paul, « « than “ the leaſt of all ſaints, .. and chief of ſinners 3” (as 
he confeſſeth himſelf to be) and alſo it bath been egjoyed by poor 
ſinners, through faith in Jeſus, in all ages: it is the common pri- 
vilege of all chriſtians. We may well cry out in aſtoniſhment with 
Solomon, „But will God in very deed dwell with men on the 
earth i behold, heaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot contain 
thee,” 2 Chron 6. 18. Amazing condeſcenſion I., Lord, what 
is man (ſinful, hell- deſerving man) that thou ſhovldeſt thus viſit 


him“ wir thy eoinforting preſence! Delightful to think of. There 


is a ſweet relation 'which ſubſiſts between the High and Lofty One 


and retehed miſetable ſinners, In Jeſus they both unite. The 
fulneſs of the Godhead and the miſery and curſe of the manhood 


ſtate oft his people meet in him. From the head the Spirit pro- 
ceeds; and, Hke the oil on Aaron's. head, deſcends to the members. 
To their ſpitits he bears witneſs, agreeable to the word of truth, 
of cheir covenait-relation as children, adopted ſons of God by 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus. Let no believing ſoul be diſtreſſed or delud- 


ed by the deceiying of others, ſo as to expect a viſion, manifeſ- 


tation, or revelation that may be ſeen, heard, or felt by the out- 
ward ſenſes. No; the Spirit bears witneſs to our ſpirits, not to 
our ſenſes. Even as the law bears witneſs to the conſcience that 
we are ſinners, and works. wrath there; ſo the bleſſed Spirit bears 
an inward witneſs to the mind, that we are. the righteous children 
of God; by faith in Chriſt Jeſus—that 5 he died for our fins and 


roſe again for our juftification—that in him we are choſen, beloved, 


accepted, juſtified, pardoned, and Jhall be glorified. with. kim. 
Thus faith-Jefus 2 He 


mine, and ſhall ſhewit unto you. John 16. 114. ; 


See, O believer, the riches of covenant-grace!. Admire and 


adore the wonderful love of the Trinity] Haſt thou received the 
witneſs of the Spitit, through the faith of Chriſt! Happy, highly 


arne ent thou among men, Or art thou; waiting and ovging 


thing naturally found in thee, but becauſe: Jeſus interceeds before 
7 becauſe Jeſus 


one! Therefore thou mayeſt pray in the aſſurance of faitk 


e promiſe to all the children of God by faith in Chriſt 
clus, 


| 85 Y our heaven] Father will ive his Holy Spirit to them . 
a eee 
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hall glorify me, for he ſnall receive of 


3 t A \Aw_e 


r 30. - ( 211 ) D TAVI 


And yet for all that, when they be in the-land of 
their enemies, I will not caſt them away, neither will 


I abhor them, 'to deflroy them utterly, and to break my 


2 8 * 4 * * 
EV. 2 . 44. * 9 94 nt 
* 538 9 141 2 . * 


Can any child of God read the awful threatnings of a jealous, 
holy, ſin-avenging God, contained in this chapter, and think light 
of ſin? Can de count it 'a ſmall thing to walk contrary to the re- 
vealed mind and will of God? Indeed one would think it impoſſi- 
ble. Nor can we hardly believe any one, who has known the true 

ce of God, could read this verſe and ever dare to open his 
mouth, and ſhoot the arrows of bitter words againſt the doc- 
trine of everlaſting electing love, ſovereign. grace, and the certain 
ſalvation of every redeemed ſoul. But alas, when the mouth of 


covenant with, them: for I am the Lord their God. 


* 


d man is not held in by the bridle of humility, what. awful, 


7 1 


what horrid ſpeeches will he dare to utter, even againſt the plain 


and 'expreſs declarations of Jehovah himſelf? 


4 F ''s' D * 


The rank weeds of natural notions are offenſive unto gracious ſouls. 


While pride, unbelief and corrupt reaſon, mutually ſtrengthen each 


other in carnal hearts, in enmity and oppoſition to free: grace truths. 


What is a bone of contention to ſuch, is godly, wholſom and comfor- 


table food to ſelf.emptied and humble ſouls, by the faith of Jeſus. 
Jo every ſel Labaſed foul, who has no hope but in the word of the 


Lord, no confidence but in the covenant of jeſus, who is the 
Mediator Jehovah; the Lord our God ſpeaks thus comfortably. 


| Though in the land, yea as thou often feareſt, in the hand and un- 


der the power of thine enemy, (O hear and rejoice!) thy Lord ſaith, 
« { will not caſt away, abhor, utterly deſtroy.” Though thou haſt 
broken thy covenant, yet God will not break his. It is firm as 

the mountains, unſhaken as the rocks. God will. viſit for fin, chaſ- 
tiſe for provocations, cotrect for backſlidings. All this is covenant- 
love; but to caſt away his children he will not, to abhor them he 
cannot, to deſtroy and puniſh them in hell is contrary ta his trutb, 
his juſtice, his promiſe; his oath, his covenant, eſtabliſhed in 
love, and ratiſied by blood, the blood of Jeſus, his Son, our Sa- 
viour. What tongue faith,” Is it fo ? come on then, let us fin with 
an high hand? Poor foul, thy ſpeech bewrayeth thee. The ſound 


of grace has only reached thme ear; but where it is knomn and 
felt in the heart, it ſpeaks otherwiſe. God's open, free, loving 
declarations, attract, melt and ſoften it into love and obedience. 


The promiſe of my Father's love * © To this dear cov'nant of thy word. 


Shall ſtand fot euer good.  ' I fet my worthleſs name; 


- 


He. ſaid, and gave his ſoul to death, I feal th' engagement to 7 Lord, . 


And ſeal'd the grace with blood, D 4 And make my humble 
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JoOL'Y 31. ( 212 ) 


. They ſhull put you out af the ſynagogues. John 16. 2. 
So it muſt be in all ages. The ſeriptures cannot be broken. 


But what are the erihes of the miniſters of Jeſus, to deſerve ſuch 


uſage? Is it for a life of intemperance and lewdneſs, of fin and fol. 


ly in frequenting play-bouſes, card-fables, fouts, aſſemblies, hotſe- 


racing, &c? No; friends of the Lamb have done with all fuch 
paltry mater. r feed upon infinitely higher de- 
3 a , & - 32k B22465 


igh their time 


*. 


prezch 


6 45>, 


TW 
bo 74 


bh a, will think he doth God ſervice.” Zeal for God is a pretence 


Sr LETS EEE ELIE. Is S F $6.68 4-304 » This ' y* f 
r perſecution. But What is our Lord's reaſon ? * Theſe things 


. et en Lord! he inſtantly gives them 


ifoy their adverſaries ?, No, quite the reverſe : but of a bleſſed in- 


ward Comforter, Taz Doys, . He was to teach thera to act with 
meekneſs, and in patience, to poſſeſs. their ſouls, See the Spirit's 


Influence in the condukt of Peter aud John, Acte 4. and yet their 


* 


courage and conſtaney in the cauſe of their dear Maſter, Their ve- 


their reaſoning. © Addvyre and imitate, O ye ſuffering ſervants of a 
once ſuffering Lord, “ How forcible ate right words!” Job 6. 25. 
How n Peter and John ſaid unto them, 


« Whether it be richt in; the fight of God, to hearken unto you 


more than unto God, judge ye.” ver. 19. And the apoſtles de- 


arted from the council, rejoicing that they were counted warthy to 
uffer ame for his name. Acts 5. 1412. 


nts ; and their time is too precious to be. devoted to ſactifice upon 
the Arars of heatheniſh vanities. Otherwiſe for theſe things they 
might gain no cenſure, but might keep their places in the fyna- | 
gogol and their charafters in che world as good honeſt orthodox 
ers, and Rand Free from the charge of mopiſ dreaming en- 


xy, chemles,” who, commanded: them not to preach in the name of 
Jeſus, ſaw their t Idneſs with wonder, and were filenced with 
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For what ſpall it profit a man; if be. ſball gain tbe 
whale world, and loſe bis own ſoul 5 Or what ball 4 
man give in exchange for his ſoul ? Mark 8. 36, 37. 

Haſt thou heard the voice of thy Beloved ? and art thou a will- 
ing diſciple of a deſpiſed Maſter ?, But does the fleſh ſhrink from, 
murmur and reaſon againſt taking up the croſs daily, giving up 
all, “ and ſuffering the loſs of all things?” Liſten, O foul, to the 
reaſonings of Wispom, Though the followers of the, Lamb are 
counted atk and madmen, without underſtanding; yet their dear 


— 


Maſter here teaches them ſuch reaſoning and argument, drawn 
from the nature and fitneſs of things, as will, in a dying hour and at 
the judgment - day, ſilence the tongue of every adverſary. Ever uſe 
thy Maſter's weapon. Reaſon daily, O chriftian, upon thy ſpiri- 
tual gain by the knowledge of ſeſus. Study to look with con- 
tempt upon thy trifling, carnal loſs. What is all the wiſdom of 
this world but folly? the righteouſneſs of the whole world but fil- 
thy rags? the hopes of a fallen world but miſerable deluſion ? the 
pleaſures of a gay world-but vanity ? the riches of the world but 
deceitfulneſs? the honours of the world but an empty ſound? All 
theſe, though poſſeſſed and enjoyed, cannot profit the ſou}. 
Nay, rather like Job's friends, they often only prove miſerable com- 
forters, diſtreſs the mind, but can never conſolate the heart, Though _ 
often ſet by the enemy before our own eyes, in che moſt conſpicu- 
ous view and advantageous light, as ſatan tempted our Lord; yet 
is there any eee between an eternal gain and a temporal 
loſs? Verily, one moment's communion with Jeſus by faith, inſi- 
nitely tranſcends a whole life of threeſcore years and ten, ſpent in 
all the glory and happineſs the whole world can yield. , ..___ 
What then can be placed in competition with an * exceeding and 
an eternal weight of glory? How great is the worth of the ſoul! it 
is immortal. How rich the love of God | it is everlaſting. How .. 
tranſcendent the love_of . Jeſus | it paſſeth knowledge. How 


is through his powerany poor ſinner is able to ſay: i What things 

were gain to me, thoſe I counted loſs for Chriſt. Yea doubtleſs, and 

I count all things, but loſs box the K gtd of the knowledge of 
Chriſt Jeſus. my Lord: for whom l bave ſuffered the loſs-of all 
things, and do count them but dung that I may. win N and 


A 


be found in him, not having mine own righteouſneſs, which is of 
the law, but that Which is through the faith of Chriſt, the righte- 


When I ſurvey the wond'rous croſs . - Were che whole. realm. of nature: _ ; 


On which the Prince of glory dy'd,, That were a preſent far too ſmallg..... 
r ne rang 
My richeft gain I count but loſs, Loye ſo amazing, ſo divine, | 


And pour contempt on all beſide, - + Demands my foul, my life, my all. 555 


AvevsrT 2. 1 


God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs of 


aur Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, by whom the world is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the world. Gal. 6.14. 
Satan is very buſy to hinder. the chriſtian's glorying in Jeſus on. 
Iy. As an adverſary to the truth, he ede by the men of the 
world, and it is frequently ſuggeſted to the believer's mind, . Je- 
| fuxjs ever uppermoſt in your heart, and tongue z you aſcribe no 
glory to God the Father, and to the holy Spirit.“ Bot this is 
vain and ignorant. For in a crucified Jeſus. we behold the great 
love of 5he Father. Our glorying in the croſs. of: Chriſt alone, is 
by*the' grace and teaching of, the Holy Spirit, whoſe. office it is 
ro'teftity of Jeſus only, and of falvation by none other; ſo faith 
2 J. He ſhall forify me; for he ſhall receive of mine, and 
ſal of be Form "John 36, Io. md 
"God farbid that any man upon earth, or any devil in hell, 
ſnould corrupt our minds from the ſimplicity of Chriſt, or prevent 
711700 g in the ever dear, the ever lovely Jeſus of Nazareth; 


for on the accurſed tree, with all our guilt and ſin and 


our vile characters, nor to love our ſinful perſons? and ſhall we be 
aſhamed'to'own and: confeſs his innocent perſon, his glorious name, 
his gracious words, his curſed death, his perfect ſalvation? Surely 
then the very ſtones 19 the ſtreet would cry out againſt us. And Je- 

ſus ſays, & Whofoever ſhall be aſhamed of me and my words in this 


adulterous and ſinful generation, of him ſhall the Son of Man be 


aſſiamed, When he cometh in the glory of his Father and his holy 
angels.“ Mark 8. 38. e 8 - > 


o 4 


. 2 lie ex p40 1, ©x's $9 2ST Oh 25% >. 5 . 
To expect falvation from no ather, and all ſalvation from this 


%. 


man Jeſus, *this*fellow, this, malefactor, as the Jews accoanted 
him; as fuffering, dying ona croſs, a gibbet, a gallows : This is 


the very eſſence of N the glory of God's grace, the won 
y,of devils; but the only hope of a poor 


Horhbled:frimer, and ih e of fam. 
Who can fully delcribe the b 


leſſedneſs of Jeſas-glorifying fouls! 


As they At et bows lite from, his croſs, they experience a cru- 


cifixion« and death to all legal hopes and vain confidence, which a 
* world glory in., From the croſs of Jeſus they view the 
and/h 


Th : 


Our faith adores thy bleeding love, Let the vain world pronoumte it ſhame, 

And truſts for life in one that dy'd; And fling their ſcandals on the cauſe ; 

Wie hope for heavenly:crowns'aboye, * We come to boaſt our Saviour s name, 
From a Redeemer'crucified, © +» 24 And make our triumphs in his croſs, 


2ppitels,” as accurſed, ſentenced and devoted to deſtruCtion. 


* — 8 1 


at crucified petics they ie dall to r by the faichof Jeſus 


1 


Dae 


ſhame, in A nake? epo body. Was he not aſhamed to own 


Wich alt its pomps ang pleaſures, ' riches and honours, glory 


thee.” Why? Becau 


| Jeſus to the terrified: diſciples, be not afraid,” It is my dear: 
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N 


And 1 Sa 8 the third part 8 the Dt eat 
will refine them as ſilver is refined, and will-try prod as 
gold is tried: they fhall call on my name, and I will 
bear them: I will ſay, It is my people; and they xa 
ſoy, The Lord is my God. Zech. 1 Jen 2: 5 ne blow 


0 give. me coraforts or I die, faith the foul! for N was Ia 
child of God, I ſhould not be thus tried, afflicted and diſtreſled.. 
Nay, ſaith the Saviour, “yo know not What ye alk. Doſt thou 
ſorget the exhortation which ſpeaketh unto you as unto. children? 
«, My ſon, deſpiſe not thou the chaſtning of the Lord, nor faint. 
when: thou art ras of him.“ Heb. 12. 5. Did I bid thee be- 
lieve on me ? Believe alſo my words: It is through 28 triby- 
lation thou muſt enter my kingdom. Acts 14. 22. 
table leſſon, though grievous to the fleſh, muſt be rg "a 
like Peter, we pray to be excuſed, being waſhed by the Lord. 
But we conſider not his love, nor our own advantage If I waſh. 
thee not, thou haſt no part with me,” faith jeſus. If ye 
are without chaſtiſement, then are ye baſtards and not ſons.” » (41 
wILL bring thee through the fire; I wiLL refine thee; 1 will, try. 

K thou art not reprobate ſilver, nor counter- 
feit metal; therefore I will take pains with thee : I will purge 
away thy droſs and thy ſin, and purify thee in the furnace,” . Ve- 
rily thy graces ſhall ſhine brighter—thy faith grow Rronger-—thy. 5 
love burn more fervent and thy obedience be more cheartul,. 80 
« | chaſten whom I love,” ſaith the Lord. ; 

Nothing can reconcile the ſoul to afflictive allotments,. but look- 
ing on them as covenant-diſpenſations. The loving Father's. pro- 
miſe, is the beloved childrens portion. "uy, will never turn 
away: from them to do them good.” Jer. 32. 40. Such is the 
covenant- love of our covenant God. Here fich fixes 1 its hold, and 
waits the promiſed bleſſing. Thot ugh 1800 deſire to be paſſive, * 
yet they cannot be ſilent; for 35 e call on my name, even 
the name above all other names, 5 tlie face e And. 
faith the Lord, I will not only 2852 bur 3 elt as J, faith-. - 


— 


people that call; ſaith the Lord. As the onate mother 

knows the voice 01 her own dear child, The 1 1 5 eee 4 
relief: S0 the Lord ſpeaks with affectioti and love, , My.pe 0 5 

So ſouls reply in en of fat, with Th bomas, * My 
Lord, and my God!“ | 0 ono mn it 10? 70 e 


Bleſt is the man thy hands bite, But God will ne'er-forfalte w, OY 
Anck to his duty draw; . Nor his own promiſe-breale; 

Thy ſcourges make thy childrea wiſe, He pardons his inheritance 
When they forget thy law, Fer their Redeemer's ſake, 


* 
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that be ſhould do this great thing ? 2 


Avovsr 4. | 6216 


And Hazael ſaid, But whet, is a, ſervant a dey, 
wgs fr 13 

O the treachery of the human heart! both ſcripture and cxpe. 

rience-prove-this' melancholy truth, that it is!“ deceicetfy] above all 


things, and deſperately wicked.” Wo can fathom the depths of 
its deceits ? who can.underſtand. the e AREY which ie con- 


- cealed in the nature of ſinful man? Alas, preſumptuous con- 


dence that our nature is not {© totally corrupt and abominable, 
too too oft deceives and betrays the children of God. No marvel 
that this wretch Hazael, who had premeditated rebellion and 
murder in his heart, ſhould yet. ſtart at the prediction of ſuch 
erimes Which as yet had no real exiſlence. Doubtleſs he thought 
the prophet judged very hard of him. He could almoſt ſtare the 
prophet out of countenance: And, as though he charged bim with 
- -degrading the dignity of his human nature, he demands whether 


fo cr on him no better than an unclean beaſt—a fierce devour- 


ing dog, that he ſhould commit ſuch abominable wickedneſs, that 
bis very nature even ſhuddered at the thoughts of. But the hiſto- 
ry aſſures us * luſt had conceived, and it brought forth ſin;“ 
vchich ended in the murder of his royal maſter. For he fully veri- 


fed all the prophet's prediction 


Boaſt not of thyſelf, O chriſtian. Say not, I am a converted 
man, a believer in Jeſus, not an unclean wretch like this Hazael; 
therefore I ſhall not fall into that and the other fin. Be not high- 
minded, but fear. Thou ſtandeſt not by thine own ftrength, but 
by faith; which ever leads out of thyſelf to its object, Chrit. 

Flatter not thyſelf that thy corrupt nature is in any wiſe better 
| than another: Know there is no. difference, Deceive not thyſelf 
with the conceits of perfection in the fleſh,': or with the deluded 
dream that the root of ſin is intirely deſtroyed in thy nature. Ever 


remember that in the fleſh dwells HO | good thing ; fthat it is 


ee de prone to evil eontinualiy. Happ for thee that thou 
- - ;arc{new-born, new created in the ſpirit of t 
Privilege to live under the influence of grace and love. But fill 


y. mind, It is thy 


thy fallen nature is ever the ſame the old man is ſtill alive—there 


s the einder of corruption, which may take fire from the devil! 
ſparks of temptation. What thou art leaſt ſuſpecting, yea when 
than art moſt confident of ſtanding, thou mayeſt be in the greatel 


danger of falling. And what thou feareſt not to day, to-morrow 
may overcome thee. Think not more highly of thyſelf than thou 


ug hteſt to think, Be ſober and watch unto prayer. 


Sin has a thouſand treach'rous arts She pleads for all the joy ſhe brings, 
- Topraftife on the mind ; — AKA gives a fair pretence; 
With flatt ring looks ſhe tempts our But cheats the foul of heav'nly things, 
hearts, Os And chains it dowa to ſenſe. 
But leaves a fling behind. | N 
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Let us run with patiente the' rate ſet before us. 


Heb, 12. i, 
faith begets a cheatful heart. A joyful hope makes a 


: 


A lee 
| ed fou An humble mind produceth a patient ſpirit. So we 
run with pleaſure our ſhort race, while our eyes are fixed upon 


eſus. But alas ſhame to · us, there is a ſin which eaſily beſets us, 
and which draw a train of burdens and diſtreſſes along with it. Why 


are poor diſtiples minds haraſſed by frequent murmurings and 


* 


_ impatience, their tempers ſoured with evil -paſſians,. and their 


tongues ſpeaking haſty, angry, unbecoming ſpeeches ? Verily, 
unbelief is the cauſe of all this. Their minds are clouded they 
do not ſee Jeſus they do not conſider Jeſus as ſeeing them they 


do not look to Jefus for patience — ſo ſatan 


gets an advantage 


over chem. Pride begets impatience of ſpirit, and,, with fretful 


Jonah, they cry out, «I do well to be angry.” 


FERRO? > 


Well, ſoul, and how do you find your mind after. doing thus 
well? what is the frame of your foul after thus gratifying the will 
of the fleſh, your proud ſelf-will? what haſt thou gained hereby 
but dejection of ſpirit and ſorrow of heart? what haſt thou loſt ? 
Even the comforting view of Jeſus, and the ſweet ſenſe of peace; 
thus the feet are entangled in a ſnare; and inſtead of running with 
patience, we fit down in ſorrow. Toſſed by ſueh ſtarmy winds, 
in a tempeſtuous ocean, the poor bark ſeems driven back many 
degrees from the haven of reſt and peace. So we ſuffer loſs of pa- 
tience by looking from Jeſus to other objects. While our Beloved 
is viewed, patience poſſeſſes the heart, and the feet run with delight 
and alacrity the way of God's commandments, and we look for- 
ward with chearful hope. Patience ſweetens afflictions, improves 


exerciſes and trials: It is that grace which keeps the heart from 
en vy, the hand from revenge, and the tongue from evil-ſpeaking; 
becauſe it draws all its ſtrength from the feeling of Chriſt's love, 


taſting- the ſweetneſs of his preſence; and longing ſor the enjoy- 


ment of his glory. Whatever ean befal ſuch fouls; is the wiſe 


allotment of their loving Father? They are exhorted to run 


with patience,” that they may not lie down in ſorrow. 80 ſhall 


the Sun of conſolation ſhine brighter on their touls, while they 


preſs forward towards the mark for the prize of their high calling 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus.“ Phil. 3. i144. 
e „enn en 


; ; % . 
4 *. A 


Ee 


O let my thoughts be humble ſtill, The patient ſoul; the lowly: mind 

And all my carriage mild, njays a ſweet reward; 

Content, my Father, with thy will, Let faints in ſorrow be refign'd, 
And quiet az a chile. 


Avcvsr 6. UE y. 


He that believeth on the Son ef God, hath þ th farms 
in himſelf. 1 John 5. 10. 


Many of the weak lambs of Jolie & are ſadly perleted f in their 
minds on the nature of faith, Through the corruption of their 
hearts, the workings of the enemy, wrong notions" they have been 
taught, and from the oppofin! — unbslief to the weakneſs of 

Faith, they ate often queſtion, nay ſometimes to 
er they have not the faith of odꝰ's elect. Here the apoſ- 

os down a Certain fixt rule to determine by. This, if clear- 
ty wk derflood 45 the git of the Spirit, Will ſatisfy and comfort 

beutts. "The apofiſe doch not ſay, He that believeth, hath 
no Rn, $6-008dts; atd*rhat he is filled with all joy and peace, and 
hath fall efforknice of his own ſalvation, 2 ＋ clear know : 
of Hb fins Being forgiven. No: but he bath the witneſs in him- 
ſelf. Of what? 'To "the truth us it is in Jefus, which men nor de- 
vis cannot #eftroy: Verity, mt though he is a poor loft creature, 
a Wenk mer; 18 week, that he cannot de any thing to 
ave Himſelf; ſo Ve, chat the is naturally at enmity 40 Jefas and 
ns ateation. But yet mut the Lamb of God came to ſsek und to 
fave Tuch=#that there is ſalvation in Him, and no other — chat the 
Feaſt medfdre of fufth on Jeſus is the — "a ro The. Ro 
eſt belie ver is wholly indebted to — 5 
And Oh this hetft'to look to him — —— png he 
haththe witneſs of the love ef the ever-bleſſed Trinity in the ſal- 
vation of pobr finners;' che love of the: Father, in the of Je- 
ſus ; "the Tove of the Son, in coming to ſeek and to fave thoſe 
who were-foſt; and the love ef the Holy Ghoſt, in making this 
known in his wörd and by believing inwardly in the heart. 

Happy would it be for poor ſinners if they were more concern- 
et to look ſteadily to the work'of Jeſus, and to donſider the ful- 
neſs of his redemption, und che freeneſs of his ſalvation, and re- 


5 — the inward witneſs of the truth of this upon their hearts, as 


matter of comfort; id would their doubts. and fears vaniſh— 
the fruits of Faith more evidently appear and their minds, in 
God's own time, ſhall be fully ſatisfied about their own intereſt in 
Jeſus ; and the) mall enjoy the knowledge of. forgiveneſs of their 


nus, by the tin ng and levels of che holy Spirit, through faith: 


for faith above all other things hath the preeminence, If the 
ſoul is filled with peace and joy, it is in believing. If with affu- 


| rance of pardon of ſins, it is throu ogh. faith in.Jefus. . If. ſcaled 


with the Spirit, it is in believing. This is the _. that over- 


cometh the world, even our Eith. 1 Foy 5. 4. 


Avevsr 7. (219) 


But I fear, left by any means, as the ſerpent beguil- 
ed Eve through his fubtilty, ſo your minds ſhould 
be corrupted from the famplicity that is in Chriſt. 
2 Con. 11.8. | EA | 


By a godly fear in the heart, the Lord keeps bis people from 
totally departing from him. But there is ever danger from ſatan, 
from men, yea and from breihren too, of our minds being Faruk. 
ed and beguiled, ſo: as to ſuffer the Joſs of that ſingleneſs of eye, 
and fimplicity of heart towards our dear Saviour, by which the 
ſoul is only kept happy. If the Lord's prophet had been more 
jealous. over himſelf, and more ſimple to his Maſter's voice, the 
fair ſpeech of his brother had not hetrayed him to diſobedience an 

death by the mouth of the lion, ſee 1 Kings 13. 24. 


LA „ Wa * 


Could ſatan ſo beguile Eve, as to make hex an inſteument of death 

to the dear partner of her liſe, and all their poſtexity? O diſciples, take 

ye heed every one of his neighbour, and truſt ye not in any brother. 
for every brother will utterly ſupplant, and every neighbour will walk 

with flanders.” Jer. 9. 4. Why this? Alas, becauſe they are not 

valiant for the truth upon the earth.” ver. 3. Satan's ſubtilty 
hath robbed: them of Chriſt's ſimplicity. The abiding, comſort- 

ing, preſence, the ſweet fellowſhip of Jeſus is Wesch to the 
mind. This plain, ſimple, eaſy truth, ſalvation by Jeſus, is nat 

conſtantly lived upon: the lively actings of faith, the conſtant out- 

goings of the ſoul, the continual looking to, and fimple hanging 

upon Jeſus for ſalvation, from hour to hour, is not enjoyed in ti 
heart. Corrupted minds grow clouded. Hence they loſe light of 
our beloved Friend; ſweet ſimplicity departs, and other objects 
too oft become the ſubjects of our converſe and meditation. This 
is an infectious diſorder; it rages among the children of God it 
is eaſily catched, - Simple faith in Jeſus is bewildered. by perplexing 
notions. Lore to Jeſus: grows cold, by — . a. diſtance 
from him; Satan cries,. . There, there, fo. would 1 have it.“ And 
once poor, humble, fimple hearts, get into doubting: caſtle. Though 
Jeſus will never forſake them, yet he ſuffers their own folly. to. cor- 
rect them. So by their ſmarting, he teaches. them to be wiſer. 
Chaſte virgins are jealous over their eygs, their tongues and 
hearts, leſt they give encours t to unlaw ful love. The light 
af the body is the eye ; if therefore thine eye be ſingle, thy 
s whole body ſhall be full of light. Matt, 6. 4. 
d | Satan appears almoſt divine, - Fly from the falſe deceiver's tongue, 
5 Like innocence and love; Ve ſons of Adam, fly; ;; 
But the old ſerpent lurks within, Our parents found the ſnare too ſtrong, 

When he aſſumes the dove. K Nor ſusuld the children try, 
Ee 2 
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AvcusrT 8. (220) 


"Bait the Lord God in your brarts : Aud be ready 


always to give an anſwer to every man ihat aſteth you a 
reaſon of the bope that. 1s in gau, with meekneſs and fear. 
1 Pet. 29: 105175: 114 9768.1 97 10 72 by Ye *. 8 855 | 45 
FOO g won © Sidney: iro 
When de Lord Jeſus is the glory of the ſoul, it is the ſoul's 


glory es ſanftify bim. and him only. How. ſuget, how, joyful 
te the heart, when it finds! itſelf detached from every other object, 
and every other hope, and its whole delight is to glorify its Lord 
and Saviour? How raviſhing to dwell on the wonders of his love, 
the rlehès of his grace; the greatneſs of his ſufferings, the fulneſs 
of his fedemption/ the perfection of his righteouſneſs, the preva- 
leney of his iutereeſſion, and the reſult of all iſſuing in eternal life 
and glory of ſuch vile ſinful wretches as we are! Verily, under 
uch views afforded by the Spirit, how chearfully does the believer 
ſanctify the Lord Immanuel in his heart! Hence how powerfully 
is His ſoul animated with! holy boldneſs. againſt. the fear of man ! 
Yes; warmed and iuflamed with love to the truth, how ready to 
ice a reaſon of his hope! Perhaps, through the warmth of his zeal 
and the heat of his affections, he does not always act wiſely, but 
does what he is forbid by his Lord, he caſts his pearls before 
wine. And he has found, as they were ignorant of the worth 
of kis jewels, they have turned upon him with wrath. The apoſtle 
"ſeems to guard againſt this. 581 r ir 54 4 9 25 ap. 
; Though, chriſtian, thou art to be always ready to anſwer, and 
to give à reaſon of thy hope. But to whom? Every man that aſks 
with meekneſs and fear: meek. to receive inſtruction: fear of er- 
"ror; and deſire to know the truth as it is in Jeſus. As the 
chriſtian has freely received, fo; it is bis delight freely to give to 
others, if by any means the Lord may make him the happy inſtru- 
ment of conviction, converſion, and edification to the foul. | Far 
is it from the nature of a chriſtian to eat his morſel, alone.“ 
Though he ig to imitate the meekneſs of the Lamb in his temper, 
yet alſo the boldneſs of the lion is to accompany his concern 
For the glory of God and the cauſe of truth. Meek in ſpeech, but 
not with timid fear to anſwer. When God's truth is the ſubject, 
"the ſtrongeſt confidence and the greateſt courage is our glory. 
Andi it is the joy of our hearts to be diſfuſive and to ſay with David, 
Come, ye children; hearken unto me: I. Will teach you the 
fear of the Lord”? Palm 34. is % 0 98157 N 
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| Let the vain world pronounce its ſhame, With joy we tell the ſcoffing age, 

And fling their ſcandals on our cauſe; He that was dead has left the tomb; 
We glory in our Saviour's name, He.lives above their utmoſt rage, 


And make our triymphs in his eroſz. And we are waiting till he come, 


Avus 9. 6 


+ Great peace have they who love thy) law: and no- 
thing ſhall. offend them. Pſal. 119. 166. 


All inward peace and tranquillity of mind ariſeth from the know- 
ledge and love of the law of the Lord. But hath not the apoſtle 
told us „ the law worketh wrath?” Rom. 4. 15. Have not 
believers experienced a ſenſe of wrath in the conſcience through 
the knowledge of ſin by the law?” Yes, verily. But this 
law, the moral law), is ſubſervient to the everlaſting law of love, 
the eternal cbvenant of grace and peace; therefore in time t it 
was added becauſe of tranſgreſſions, till the ſeed ſhould come to 
whom the promiſe was made; even Jeſas, the ſeed of the 
woman, in whom the law of peace and ſalvation q centered of 
whom the ceremonial law was a ſhadow and by whom the moral 
law received perfect obedience to all its demands, and a full ſatiſ- 
faction for all its curſe and penalties; even by the holy life and 
ſin- atoning blood and ſacrifice of Jeſus. + u... 
This eternal law, or purpoſe of God, was manifeſted by pro- 
miſe from Jehovah himſelf,” to the ſin- convicted pair, immediately 
after the fall: and confirmed again both by promiſe and oath to 
the ſeed of Abraham, which is Chriſt: * This covenant that was 
confirmed before of God in Chriſt, the law which was four hundred » 
and thirty years after, cannot diſanul, that it ſhould make the 
promiſe of none effect. Gal. 3. 17. No; this law of life by 
promiſe is © ſure to all the ſeed.” It is immutable, it is un- 
changeable. 7 Boas 50 proudgdt aviftrds fnuodT 
This law of falvation is the delight of believers; they have 
great peace from it. For, with Paul, they know “ the Spirit 
of life in Chriſt Jeſus hath made me free from the law of fin and 
death.“ Rom. 8. 2. Hence, with David, they ſay, O how 
love I thy law !-it is my meditation all the day.“ Though many 
things from within and without prieve and offend them, yet 
nothing from the law of grace and trath ſhall. They ſhall not be 
offended becauſe it teacheth that ſalvation is all of grace, accordin 
to election, through the blood and ri — Chriſt, appli 
to their ſouls in faith by the Holy Spirit. No; all this is their 
conſolation and Joy. The commands of Jeſus: do not offend them; 
they are all in love: “ His commandments are not grievous.“ 
1 John 5. 3. Thus all their hope and rejoicing is in Chriſt Jeſus 
only, while they confidently and comfortably hope for eternal 
life, as the purpoſe of everlaſting love, and God's free gift by Je- 
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Tu wiſdow that is from above, is ff pure, then 
E N re ns 3. * HO 


P28 e to influence the bar to > ſhed forth. its rs comfoning b des 


M4 45 > 


5 50 In him maſt — —— y — forth. every perfection 
of , purity, peace, gentleneſs, &. 

This is our goſpel to believe, that thus Jeſus bath *abounded 
towards us in all wiſdom,” Eph. 4. 8. So alſo it is the rich ex- 
perience of his members, that «+ out of his fulneſs they all re- 
can Hence they are made wiſe unto ſal vation. | 

Nature, with all its powers, is averſe to this; but wiſdom fools 
wid. apprehends us—cauſeth' us to hear her voice, to be in love 
with her beauty, ere we ſo. much as have one deſire after her. The 
cry after wiſdom, is wiſdom in the heart. A deſire after Jeſus is 
from Jeſus being known to the ſoul. Thus Chriſt prevents us, he 
cometh from above io us; then we ſoar from beneath after him. 

This is the purity of true wiſdom: It hath no mixture with 
any thing from beneath. All the human, carnal ſchemes: of reli- 
gion of the “ wiſe of this world,” as well as all the impurity. of 
| the fleſh. are contrary to and oppoſe it. And as it brings purity 
of affection to Jeſus only, like a chaſte virgin who has but one ob- 

je of love; then it brings peace to the ſoul through the ſame 
odjeR: "Thus. where Chriſt dwelleth in the heart by faith, that 
ſoul dwells in wiſdom, and is united to purity and peace, &c. 
When the ſoul hath but once'taſted-this wiſdom that eometh from 
2 there is an 2 ſt 2 more; nt i. foam this 


5 & $1 wv 4 


News 592057 open b hne ie ? 85 ner, on the croſs is FO drawn 


To ſpread her Maker's praiſe abroad; * - In'precious Blood and crimſon. e 
And e y labour of his hands ; 


8 o bees e eee 
Phere Godthe Saviourloy'd and dy d! 
But in the grace that reſcud man ler nobleſt life my fpirit dra ws 
1 «cv. form of, 1. fines; 3 From his dear wounded bleeding fide, 


AUGUST 11. ( 229 } 


| Now I know that thou feargſt God, ſeeing that thou 
haſt not withheld thy ſon, thine only ſon from me. 
Gem. ß fo 7”, eee e 
$o'ſpake Jeſus to bis friend of old. Thus Abraham, in the ex- 
erciſe of faith and love, gave full evidence that his commandments 


are not grievous. He proved chat it was the joy and delight of 


his ſoul to obey his God. Lord, give what thou commandeſt, and 
command what thou wilt, is the breathing of faith and love! 
Thus was the faith of Abraham juſtified before men by its fruits. 
Seeſt thou how his faith wrought by his works, and by works he 
gave full proof that he poſſeſt the faith of God's elect. Thus he 
obtained this glorious teſtimony, to his own ſoul, from the mouth 
of the Lord, © Now I know that thou feareſt God, with a loving, 
filial fear. Thy faith worketh by love; it has influenced thy heart 
to this eminent act of chearful, unreſerved obedience to me.” 
Thus faith Jeſus to every believer, Now ye are my friends, if 
ye do whatſoever J command you.” John 15. 14. The Spirit of 
God, by the pen of St. James, ſtiles him a vain man who thinks 
he may have faith deſtitute of Works. 3 

It is the wiſdom of a chriſtian to know that his juftification in 


_ the fight of God, 3 the blood and righteoufneis of Jeſus, is 


perfect and intire, lacking nothing.“ This is received by faith 
only. But this belief cannot exiſt without its object Jeſus ; there- 
fore it cannot be alone in the heart without love. Faith works 
dy love, and love lives by faith. This inward principle manifeſts 
itſelf by obedience as an outward evidence. ä 
Thus the believer's works are manifeſt that they are wrought in 
God, and that the ſoul is in the light of God's truth and love. 
Bat alas, it is an awful caſe amongſt profeſſors, as Paul faid on 
another occaſion, + Many are ſick and weak among you, and ma- 
ny are fallen afleep.” Through the intoxicating draughts of the 
love of this world, and living after the fleſh, Such 'can have no in- 
ward teſtimony that they pleaſe God; nor do ee Joy and 
peace in believing; nor do they give outward evidence that they 
are married to the Lamb, and live a life of faith on him. Exa- 
mine thy own ſoul, O chriſtian, whether thou art in tlie faith; 
prove thy own ſelf. Knoweſt thou not thine: own ſelf, how that 
Jeſus Chriſt is in thee, except thou be a reprobate.“ 2 Cor. 13. 5. 


Grace, like an uncorrupted ſeed, . Not by the terrors of a ſae , 
Abides and reigns within?! Do they perform his will; 
Immortal principles forbid _ But with the nobleſt pow'rs they have, 


The ſons of God to fin, he His ſweet commands fulfil, L 
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* Wholis be e juific, "them be % glorified; A Rom. 8. 30. 


* * 1 3+ + TY SAS 


What r ſcanty no do we too often entertain of the love 
denitficence of our covenant God ? At beſt, bur coriteptions are 
250 coptracted. We are ſtraitned in our own ' bowels, while w 
Wee 8. no cauſe to be ſtraitned in the ſup eraboundipp race of Gli 
Lord AS We Have little reaſon to [or 992 ed. thoughts 
ian taſk-maſters. Our own corrupt na- 
2886-408" "Wife Rix! es with carnal pleas and unbelieving ſug- 
geſtionis, which weaken o faith, cool our love, damp our zeal, 
qc& our ſpfrits, and grieve our hearts. Simple hearts ſhould 
e nothing to do but with the plain ſimple truths of God. 


| Hach the Lord faid it? He will alſo do it. Faith defies ſatan's 


. power, and ſmites at human contradictions. Though bumbled ſouls 
'Jow in Telf-abaſement, yet their views are exalted to the high- 
eſt confidence, by God's purpoſes, declarations and promiſes i in 
- Chiiſt Jeſus.” 80 they are alltel in the truth. 
Alle bleſſinę Sof lory are ſure to every believer; for 
all fach are in Felt oved, 1.00 and ſaved in the ſight of God. 
So alſo in themſelves, dex are diſchar Tged from guilt, abſolved 
from puniſhment," acquitted from the curſe of the oy. When the 
Com forter brings the ſweet knowledge of this to the conſcience, 
hen how do they triumph in Jeſus, Satan cannot ſee. this without 
envy." Then hee ſtirs up all the powers of nature and corrupt rea- 
Aon to ſtop their glorying. Some” poor teachers are not aware 
hom they ſerve, when they talk of Jeſus? righteous juſtifed 
membefs being conſigned over to eternal damnation. But by 2 
ſus they 8 2 right to glory. And the Lord the Spirit glorißes 
Every juſtiſed ſoul. The church the King's daughter he makes 
All- glorious within on” earth. 80 each 1 hath a meetneſs for 
* plory*above.” The glory of God lies near the hearts of ſuch ſanc- 
©iſied fouls. The way of truth, and the aths of holineſs are their 
delight. Sapctißcation of dhe Spirit, inſeparable from belief 
=of the truth. Both ſpring froprthe eleding: love of God the Father, 


and thall moſt aſſurediy Hye" certain ſalvation of every happy 


ſubject. So is the ch e of ſeſus: © Father, I WILL that thoſe 
"whom thow haſt” given me be wh L am. John 17 24. 
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And“ ev'ry burtful __ 18 
Let all the ſaints below the Ri Os 
Their humble ee * Bank an the ks foul! 
A Shall meet around the a 
1 3 lobes. 3 1 Shall bleſs the conduct of his * 


en ya e, And make his Wonders known? 
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| AvcusT 13. 


of me omly as the high and Iofty one that inhabiget! b 
as ie alſo with humble . contrite ones. | 


come and liften to my words, Le an of me.“ 


1 
viour's kind advice and lowly. character. Fe Kak hath 
complaints: a Heart of love to pity thee, and a ber arm co 


it, and will he not . it? e ve all find reſt to RED 
eee belies dim.” Caald the ie rn of chi =! Laa. 


"IE we know we cannot expect 


( 225 ) 
Learn of me, for I am merk and lowly in heart; ard 
” ſhall find reſt to your ſouls. Matt. 11. 29. 


Thus, with tender affection, 2015 Jeſus the prophet. of his 
OP to the lambs of, his fock,., e well. "knows Kon ſtand in 


need of daily inſtruction from 1 FE meas hey em tn the trath, 
t 


as they are able to bear it. He knows of our un- 
defffandings, and is * touched, with à fee 3 — — 
therefore, left our poor. hearts ſhould, : at any time conceive Me > 


thoughts of him, 5 to 18. . * Pf 1 am, 
N and fon ot 15 of PDR t yOu, — 4 
ciſed Long many , . and Fe -D 


0 not an me 


as an” auſßere Maſter, a terrible lawgivet, a ſevere jndge, ane 


| = DR over * for evil, and is ever ready-t take all pow. 


No: I am your cor 


38 endi and 
* try pep your foving Friend 9.406 kind hs {tr 


What fiveet encouragement is this! Art ve 0 hay be, wh 
we temptations, haraſſed. with corruptions, 
alfons, which bring Ki lou upon thy mind, diſtre(s-to — con- 
ome. burden 5 


nce, and are a Wear Pay 1 ſo that thou 
Soft not enjoy ſettled caſe. Remember thy - 
* 


and compoſed 


an ear for- 


elieve thee. Wich ſweet familiarity p dur out 


heart to him. 
As to a boſpm friend, tell him of thy ſo, 


wo, thy —— 


fears. Always, bear in mind lis kind invitation, the loving me 
neſs and fowlineſs of his heart, and the bleſſedneſs of his 


he hath ſpoken i it, and will he not. bring 1 it to paſs? he hath 2 
found. in 


E „ opp ef 7, to. 


our . nar. tha 
we find reſt to our ſouls from the bewitching of = play - 
houſe, Kc. No; but the more reft we. find im Jeſus, the mare 
we are delighted 'with him, 16 Become Sod i Uk (HOW | - | 
' contrary to ſpiritual peace and joy from 3 e 


Let me but hear my Saviour ſay, - n 

Strength fhall be equal tu thy 10 T riſt's own pow n me; 
Thon. I rehbies in deep diftre(s, When I am weak, then am I 
ae —— re. 


ve Grace in my Ade Obrift wy 
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Nalere is a full proof of the perſonality of the divine Spi. 


Avus 14. 62860 


I will bring the blind by a way that they neu not; I will lad 

them in paths that they have not known : I will make darkneſs light 
before them; and crooked things flraight. Theſe things will 1 < 

unto them, and not forſale them. Iſa. 42. 16. 


it, the 
third glorious: perſon in the adorable Trinity, and alſo the nature 
of his office and operations in the oeronomy of the covenant of 
grace for the ſalvation of the elect, HE will lead them into all 
dhe paths of truth. Truth is the very eſſente and perfection of 
- Jehovah: The Father e hath choſen us from the beginning to fal- 
vation, through ſanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.” 
2 Theſt 2. 13. Jeſus is eſſentially & the way, the truth, and the 

liſe, John 14. . by whom we are ſaved; and the Holy Spirit 
: performs his office as a Guide. 6977 SQOUNOTOE DES A 5 
We poor finners; by nature, “ are all gone out of the way.” 
We are blind and ſes not the way, igporant and know not the 
way, proud and have turned every dne to his own way; and 
i left: do ourſelves; through the darkneſs that is in us, ſhould ſeek 
death and deffruction in the error of our lives. But, adorable 
_ grace ! the Spirit of love prevents this. He will guide to Jeſus 
the Way; and into «all the truth às it is in him.“ So we enjoy 
life from him. A life of love and holineſs now, and eternal life 
and glory hereafter. O the loving condeſcenſion of this heavenly 
to grieve the _ Spirit, and quench his bleſſed motions. This 
is our chiefeſt grief. Yet ſuch: is his amazing love, ſuch his ſo- 
Voreign power, that, like a moſt affectionate Friend, a benign 
Comforter be takes us by the hand; yea takes our hearts into his 
hand, and will guide, counſel and direct us. This he doth out- 
- wardly by his word, and inwardly by his ſecret but powerful in- 
fluences. In the light of his word of truth, we ſee how ſinful, mi- 
ſerable and wretched we are in oufſelves. But why doth he teach 
us this? Becauſe we ſhould not truſt in ourſelves that we are righ- 
' tequs, and deceive our own fouls into perdition. By the word of 
his grace he teaches us the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, in whom 
' * e the love of the Father, che ſuperaboundings of grace 
+ over the aboundings of fin, and he turns us from the crooked paths 
of pride, ſelf· will and felf-righteouſneſfs, into the ſtrai ght paths of truth 
an holineſd. Here, O believer, is thy mercy. The operations 
of the Spirit are the acts of the ſovereign Lord. He will work, 

and, none ſhall let it. They are the fruits of covenant - love, 

therefore ſhall certainly guide thy ſoot” through all the mazes of a 
ſinful world to eternal life and glory. * As many as are led by 


F: 


tte Spirit of God, they are the Sons of God.“ Rom. 8. 14. 


17 


_ AUGUST 15. 


„ 


Conſider bim that endured ſuch contradiction of An- 
ners againſt himfelf, leſt ye be weary and faint in your 


* 


Come, chriſtian, look up, look forward, and be of good cou- 
rage. Though thy exerciſes are many and thy conflicts great, 
though weary ix, yet grow / not weary or, the ways of the Lord. 
Verily in due time we ſhall reap an harveſt of eternal felicity, aſter 
all gur preſent toil and labour, if we faint not, but continue to the 
end. perſevering in the work of faith, labour of love, and patience 
of hope, The battle is the Lord's. Thy foes are alt conquered. 
Victory is obtained. The crown is held forth by thy conquering 
Lord. In his ſtrength preſs on. But alas! thou findeſt contra- 
diction and oppoſition from every quarter; from within and from 
without, numerous are thoſe which riſe up againſt thee, Thy 


ſtrength is ſmall; thy power weak. Moſt true. But know thy 
calling ſtudy thy priviſege—look neither to the right nor leſt 
— — nor forward, fo as to deject thy mind by conſidering 
all that is againſt thee. For the Comforter holds forth a reviving 
cordial, this day to thy drooping ſpirits. - Conſider him, Jeſus 
thy bleſſed ſubſtitute, who . endured ſuch contradiction of ſinners 
againſt himſelf,” This conſideration is the chriſtians triumph. 
The view of this gives freſn life and vigour to the mind. 
Thus Samuel exhorts, |< Conſider what great things the Lord 
hath done for you?” 1 Sam. 12. 24. To what end ? Truly that 
they might be the more confident in his love, and the more coura- 
geous by his r their enemies. Thus, O diſciple, arm 
thyſelf with the ſame mind, by conſidering what thy Lord ſuſtain- 
ed, what he ſuffered, what great things he hath accompliſhed for 
his Father's glory, and thy falyation. View, conſider Jeſus, op- 
poſed and reviled in every ſcene. of his innocent life. See him 


ſpeechleſs. at Pilate's bar, amidſt clamour and contradiction from 


ners on every ſide againſt his innocent ſoul. Conſider the taunts 
and jeers he bore on the accurſed tree. In patience he poſſeſſed 


race us an example! Infinitely more. It has been obſerved, the block 
Saths of the martyrs was the ſeed of the church. Confident we are that 
truth the patience, ſufferings and blood of Jeſus, are the life of our graces; 
tions . de ſpring of our comforts, the ſupport. of weak minds, the only 
lk, reviving . cordial to | fainting ſpirits- Though thou art a poor 
tove, weak, panting finner, at his footſtool, yet conſider Jeſus makes 
v3 joyfal before his krone now, and we, ſhall land wich boldieh 

d by before him at the great day. eln Mes. ee tine e ee ws 13: te £ 
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Avcvusr 16. ( 228 ) erer 
And they laughed "=, to ſcorn. Matt. 9. 24. 
e RFUL indeed is qur Maſter in patience, ETSY 0 


DEG, CR ſack. inlult and ſcorn. When Herod faw je- 

E Was exceeding glad, for he was defirous of ſecing him 

5 fog ſeaſon, becauſe he hoped to have ſeen ſome miracle done 
im "Lake 2s. + "ig Mirac es may ſatisfy the curioſtty. But 
they do' not, their own. nature, convince che judgment, nor 
N hn ae the truth. This is plain.” For Herod faw 
= Is a moſt Mop me; miracle. Bebold jandcenee itſelf ar- 
1 5 wire yeh hemently accuſed death in its moſt curſed and ig- 
5 vs forth © tlireatned. Amazin to conſider!? Jeſus" Rood | 
9 tongue Was locked up in filence, and his e b. 
to be 


I could have deatt' deſtruction at a blow, was ſu 


and * ec ſet at 'nought, mocked, and in deriſion ar- 

ee robe of 'mock royalty; white, faith Beza. 
0 5 5 80 undeſig pred, ſhatt give him a token of bis in- 
9 8 late, 0 to his jadgment and intention, ſhall 
give b e * "This 12 is the Ring of the Jews?” and though 
E 5 alter the words, he was conſtrained to be inflexible 

at J have written,” T will not reyoke. 

| 2935 Ry. Wh your « "calling g, brethren.” It is to confeſs and follow a a 


1 Mines jo wings ridiculed Jeſus, Never once dream of 


pledging. our Lord in the fame clip. So ſure as 
they dof + Wee c i of faith in Jeſus and con- 

ſhall not eſcape laugbter and ſcorn from 

the carnal world, nor of bein array ed by them in the contemptible 
erb ofa bob. cap and a mai ans coat. Time was when we acted 


Anden do. Think of this, and be humble. Give him the glory, who 
> 5 0 us better. But What Harm can this do us? Harm! it is our 


reateſt glory om earth. & Süch honour have all bis ſaints.“ It is an 

our angels ſhare not fn, Poor ſinners only are called thus to glo- 

Ie ft 5 is galling to the ffeſh. 7 40 ey that 

"Chriſt's Have cruciſted the with its affections and lufts.” 

By the world's ſcorn pride is mortified, While the fool is joyful, 

ps Spirit of Chr and of glor 7 reſts upon us. The World 

vs. © ern ; Jeſus {miles approyes. Shall we be un- 

aly and 15 ar it!? Thos fl dur Maſter bids us rejoice, and be ex- 
ow Dui, and Xt not «1 oa 1 | 

it was a proverb ia jon, to ſhew the im- 

'* You : may as Ire torn a Chriſtian from 


hbility 71 85 


bia gs do if.“ e e, In the thin 2 


xd, -Gid Lacher, T"uſſume this dtle, Czub K rrt, „ hie 
one. 77 As God's leg is irrevocable, ſo let dur confeſſion of 
% imitate him in love and patience. Put on 
50d, holy und beloved) bowels of mereics, kind- 
neſs, Humblene of pid nibekneſs, long-ſoffering.” Col. 3.12, 


Aucusr 17. (229) 


Thou haſt received gifts for men. Pſalm 68. 1 15 


"The Gedicstion of this Plalm,. ki to Beza, is to him 2 
excellet „even ene the N one. It contains à edel 


* 
I 


enn 


— is e by an ague of er 40 on Our hands 
ng down, and our knees grow feeble. For ever, bleſſed be 


God, ſalvation from firſt to laſt, is W free gift by free grace, 


ſecured by free promiſes in Chriſt. So it is effectual to the 


of finners. So believers aſcribe all the glory to the ever-bleſſed 
Trinity by Jeſus. Are mine eyes opened to tee the exceedin ſin- 


fulneſs of fin? Am I ſenſible of my deſerts, my ruined, helpleſs 


Rate as a finner? do 1 ſee the purity and ſpirituality of God's 


righteaus law? do I deſpair of all hope and help in myſelf? is 


_ Jeſus my refuge? do I fee the glory of his righteouſneſs, and per- 
| of his atanement? is the triumph of his croſs, the victory 
of his death, the foundation of my faith, the ſupport of my hope 
from day to day? Theſe are love-tokens. 0 ies He ſheds 
them on us as the free gifts of the Holy Spixit. So our hearts are 
enamoured with bim, and knit to him, * And ſor our far- 
ther conſalation aud j Joy. he ſtill lives to beſtow innumerably 2 
and infinitely, i gy gifts than what we have yet received ; for if 
E have received 1 of the Spirit, the harveſt, } is ſure. 


enemy. hall, conquered, every luſt ſubdued. Nothing 
— hg perfect holineſs and perfect happineſs await us. Is in 


bar for by the blood of Jeſus?” and ſhall bis members live with- 
out a ſenſe of pardon ?- No: Alk, fays our munißcent Beneface 
dor and receive, that your joy may be full.” John 15. 113 1 8 
15 ghrifed; the Spirit. is given to bear witnels tnels of love and. 

to nd, to comfort and ſanctify us, This is the Joyful a of 
olds: « If God be for us, who can be againſt us? He that feared 
net his own Son, hut deliyered him up for, us Al, how, ſhall he g not 


- with bim alſo, freely give us all things? Fold Kom. 8. 31 - 225 : 
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AvevsT 18. (230) 
Ne. - ben ſaid I, Moe is me: for I am undone; becauſe 1 
am a man of unclean lips: for mine eyes have ſeenthe 


When the glory of Jeſus is manifeſted to the ſoul in the light of 


the Spirit how doth it ſtain the pride of all human glory? The 
prophets of the Old- Teſtament, and the apoſtles of Jeſus under the 
new, were men of like paſſions, ſinners, like unto ourſelves. By 
nature ihere is no difference; they were all ſaved by the fame pre- 
cious Savivur'of ſinners. A ſight of themſelves in the light of truth 
humbled them to the duſt. O wretched man that Tam,“ cries 
Paul the apoſſlle. Wos is me: I am unclean,” I am undone,” 
cries Iſaiah the evangelical prophet. God will ſuffer no fleſh to 
gloryin hisprefence? "Jeſus the Saviour alone ſhall be exalted. 
Man; the finner, yet the ſubject of grace and falvation, ſhall be 
laid low2—every: hope in himſelf cut off—and the exceeding ſinful- 


neſs of fin and his deſerts as à ſinner confeſſed. Such are the 
ſavingt effects of Jeſus love: ſuch the humbling views of his Spirit. 
Vet it is very natural for the ſenſible ſmner to write bitter things 
again himſelf ; to pronoufee a woe upon himſelf; and to cry out 
of his undone ſtate; and unclean, polluted condition: As, when 


the ſurofhines; we ſee innumetable motes and atoms which were 


inviſible beſofe. But do we think this ſtrange, after a foul has 
been favoured with a ſpiritual fight of Jeſus, faith in him, and 
hope from him, to be ſenſible of, and cry out of our undone ſtate? 
We ſhould net think it ſtrange. We ſhould carry this view of 
dorſelves with us all our journey through life, even till we come to 
the banks-of Jordan's fireams. Se 

The moſt exalted ſaint, while in the body, is in himſelf, accord- 


ing 10 the fleſſi, carnal, ſold under ſin, burdened with a body of 
ſin and death. But though, as thus conſidered in himſelf, he is 


ina woeful, undone flate; yet, being in Chriſt Jeſus, a member 


af him; à believer, à new creature in him, there is no woe, no 
wrath;i no condemnation; but peace, pardon, love and ſalvation 
ſrom God the Father through our Lord jeſus. This is manifeſted 
to his ſoul by the miniſtry of the word of grace and the Spirit of 
truth g which, like the live coal which the ſeraphim took from the 
altar, ¶ the ſacrifice of Chriſt] and ſaid, „Lo, this hath touched 
thy lips. Receive this comfortable doctrine into thy mouth; 
male conſeſſion with thy lips, what is moſt comfortable to thy 
heart; (0: believe, that ſalvation is by Jeſus only]; „for thine ini- 
qvĩty is taken away, and thy ſin purged. The bloody facrifice 
efijeſus hath done this. Be not faithleſs, but believing.“ John 
20. 27. n FO C f 


3 5 


* 


AUGUST 19. ( 231 ) 7 pangus 
A bruiſed reed ſhall be not break, and ſmoking flax 


fall: be not quench, till be ſend forth judgment 2nt 
0 e ae 


victory. Matt. 12. 20. * O. W 


Through a ſight of their ſinful ſtate, a ſenſe of ſtrong corrup- 
tions, weakneſs of faith, and ſmall degree of the knowledge of 
Jeſus, young converts, like David, juſt come to the throne, are 
apt to ſay, +I am this day weak, though | anointed king; 
and to fear with him, the ſons of Zerulah, be too hard for 
me.” 2 Sam, 3.39. The accuſer of the brethren, who is, ever 
n adverſary to Jeſus and the .truth, is always: buſy with ſuch poor 
ſouls, to ſtamp. upon their minds the blackeſt impreſſions, and to 
paint the Saviour, not as loving, gentle, and merciful to telieve 
the diſtreſſed, and comfort wounded, afflicted conſciences, but as 


c a rigid, auſtere, and cruel exactor. When carnal æeaſon : joins ãn with 


this falſe accuſation, it is ſore diſtreſs and conflict to the mind. 


But to the law and to the teſtimony. How readeſt thou, O foul? 


It is right thou ſhouldſt bear the indignation; of the Lord, be- 


cauſe thou haſt ſinned againſt him.“ Micah-7: g. The Saviour 


ſees it fit. By this he means to teach thee che exceeding ſiufulneſs 
of fin, that thou ſhouldeſt abhor it, be humbled for it, and forſake 
it; yea alſo, as the greateſt bleſſing above all, that thou ſhould- 
eſt look to him, believe on him, and love him. But this thou 
never wilt do, while thou doſt not conſider him as a precious Sa- 
'viour for the loſt and guilty. True, in thyſelf thou art like a 
bruiſed reed ſhaken with the wind of. temptation, and oppreſſed 


with fin and diſtreſs, weak and helpleſs, ready to fall into deſpair 


and perifh without hope. As ſmoking flax thou ſeemeſt to 
ſmoke, but not to burn; rather offenſive to thyſelf, becauſe of 


the vapours of corruption. Theſe blind thine | eyes, and are a 
ſtench in thy noſtrils. And ſo poor ſenſible ſouls are apt to think 


themſelves to be to the view of Jeſus. But: ſaw he any amiable 
diſpoſitions in the ſinger's character to invite him from heaven to 
earth? being come to ſeek and to fave the loſt, and to be the 
phyſician of ſin- ſick ſouls, waits he for their health and ſoundneſs 
ere he reacheth forth his healing hand ? doth the Friend of ſinners 
break in pieces, with a; rod of iron, the. fin-wounded, heavy la- 
den foul? That be far from the loving heart of Jeſus. Far be 
that from any poor ſinner's heart to conceive. Nay, hut he pleads 
the cauſe, he will execute judgment, for all ſueh, over every 
adyerſary. He ſhall. not break, he. ſhall: not quench till judg- 
ment is .denounced, and victory proclaimed. Satan's aecuſations, 
unbelieving ſuggeſtions, ſhall be condemned and caſt out by the 
word of truth, and the power of the Spirit; and the weakeſt be- 
liever © ſhall overcome and obtain victory by the blood of the 
Lamb, and the word of the teſtimony of Jeſus,” Rev. 12, 11 


«> * 
WS. * 
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 AucGusT 20. . 


The fruit of the Spirit 16. love, in, peace, long- 
ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, tempe- 


rance : againſt ſuch there is no law. Gal. 5, 22, 23. 


bis numerous iſſue is of ſupernatural generation; like Iſaac, 


who ſprang from the dead body and barren womb of Abraham and 
Sarah. Hence, though believers love to bring forth ſuch fruits, 
delight to ſee them, yet, through humility, they are backward to 
own them, and averſe to glory in them as productions of their own. 
Hence, when theſe fruits of the Spirit appear inward or outward, 
like the bride of the Lamb on another occaſion, ſhe cries out in 
Towlinefs of the heart, * Who hath begotten me theſe ?? Iſa. 49. 
21. But is any thing too hard for God? „He maketh the bar- 
ren foot to be a joyful mother of children.“ Pſalm 113. 9. To 
this very end, believers are * married to Jeſus by faith, that they 
may bring. forth fruit unto God.“ Rom. 7. 4. There is no mem- 
ber of the church, of which Jeſus is the huſband, barren: ſome 
bring forth more fruit than others—ſome more eminent for one 
kind, and ſome for another. Every one © according to the mea- 
fure of the gift of Chriſt,” Eph. 4. 7. but it is by the fame Spirit 
that dwelleth in all, Each efteem other's fruits better than 
their own. And the graces of a true chriſtian ſhine brighteſt in 
the fight of his brethren. | With the pleaſant fruits of his Spirit, 
which his members bear, Jeſus their head is delighted, and God 


the Father is glorified. _ 


Thus is © the bride, the Lamb's wife, all glorious within.“ 
But yet confcions of what ſbe Was, of what ſhe ſtill is by oppoſing 
'natuire,, Which brings forth contrary fruits, ſhe wears a conſcious 
blah, and dare not glory in herſelf, knowing ſhe is wholy in- 
debred for the root of all grace, Jeſus, as well as for the fruits of 
the Spirit, to unmerited grace and ſovereign power, Thus holy 
Faul fays, “J am become a fool in glorying,” though compelled 
ro it. That holy, faithful, loving, r th, BA martyr of je- 
fus, ever ſtiled himſelf * the unbelieuing, unloving, hard- hearted 
Rradford.” Yet againſt ſuch there is no law. The law cannot ac- 
cuſe or condemn thoſe that believe in Jeſus ; far the law of the 


Spirit of Hfe in Chriſt Jeſus, hath made them free from the law of 


fin and death.“ Rom. 8. 2. Indeed the law may trouble and ter- 
rify the conſcience, but Chriſt, apprehended by faith, vanquiſheth 
alf its terror and threatenings; and having received the Spirit, 
through the faith of Jeſus, the fruits of love, joy and peace ſhall 


abound: more and more, to the glory of the Father, who hath 
choſtn chem in Ckrift Jeſus.” A 


 AvevsT 21. 


( 233 ) 1eS OA 
That no fleſp ſoould glory in bis preſence ; That, « cord- 


in as it is written, He that ; oricth, let Len vin 
ue Lord. 1 Cor. 1. 29, 31. 4 {gn 


Humble felf-abaſed fouls, who * drinking pat Ns the 


knowledge of themſelves; daily ſenſible what human 97 ws 


whoſe eye of faith is to the Lord Jeſus, and their” on 
what he id made of God to them-Late a5 alous of the þ 2 

the fleſh\zs they ure of its ſinfulneſs: This is 4 ſafe Rite, Fo, 

have little rcaſon to murmur becauſe they don't „ , 
high flights and raviſfing ecſtafies, Be appefr to ariſe Poa 


nature and ſenſe, becauſe they lead to Enn the righteo; ness 
of the fleſh." Fleſl 5s proud, and prone ty; even In he re. 
ſenee of God. But faith in Jeſus cuts 5 A's iy ing in the fleſh, 
as viewing alk ſalvation ont of ourſelves in Jef. This 9495 very 


eſſence of the faith of God's elect. Vet, While we are in Fae: 
we are daily expoſed to the workings of pride, 1 185 + t * 
view of Jeſus, and tend to ſelf. exaltation and ſelf-pl 
What pains doth the loving Spirit take to humb Ie 15 
bes of Jefus — — arm — by The ee line CY 11 
u ece ets and 4 S, 2 57 eſus 
children ſhall be Jule, and fall gry I 9 5 ba. Ub: 
Am I made wiſe unto falvation ? 6 — e, this 16 from 
him! he is my wiſdom. Am I rlyhiteovs in the light of God 0 
Glory to ſeſus! his life wrought it out; it is mine, but not by my 
works,” but by God's free gift. Jeſus is my righteouſneſs. Am I. 
ſanctified? Glory to Jeſus ! x is through the faith of him, by the 
power of the Spirit, that I have any drop $ from the fountain of Je. 
ſus blood to waſh away my . and to cleanſe my foul. Have 
faith in, and hope of comp redemption from all miſery to all 
happineſs ? Glory to Jeſus! Fe is my redempfion—he hath b boy K 
me—he hath c for me. In whom then 8 07 Jory but in 
Jeſus alone, tn whom allmy wiſdom, toon e ee 45 
tien center? So “it pleaſed The Father, that in him all. . 
fulneſs mould dwell” 80 pln the Spirit to bear witneſs © HP 
end to gl Jeſus. Shall In the fraits of the Spirit 2 5 
the Mot eb hr kope, and s of Sur acceptance with God? 
That were tb deceive ourſelyes. The Holy Spirit produceth 1 pq fruits 
in us te te end. This is contrary to his office—inverts the og 
nomy of the ebyenant . makes faith void and turns * 45 of the | 
bon from the only object of hope and falvarſoni-Jeſus to ſome what 
wichin us, inſtead of Chriſt crucified for us. But by the Spirit we 
glory in Chit” alone, and by faith we pray to be filled with the 
0 cen ect Th which are by" Jeſus U * is. glory. 
"NINA 85 Phil. 1. 0 | £4 1 My 
8 


ſaid unto him, Peace be unto thee : fear not, thou ſhall 
not die. Judg. 6. 22 23. « v0 en il arti Got 


* 

3 

# — . . . 4 1 
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nnn F 2s. r 


And this ſight was attended with life to his ſoul and death to his 
fears, So Gideon found it, when he heard that ever-dear and moſt 
Precious word, PEACE» - This is ever the word of the Bridegroom 
to his, church. His birth is uſhered in with «+ Peace on earth, 
good-will towards men.“ His. dying legacy to his children is | 
peace. Nothing but love dwells in his heart. Nought but peace 
is heard from bis lips. This was his affectionate ſalutation to his 
beloved (though dejected) diſciples, when he firſt; appeared to 
chem after his ſufferings, death and reſurrection. His tender heart 
well knew, how ruffled and diſcompoſed their poor minds were, 
therefore over and over he repeats, Peace be unto you.“ 
John 20. 21. And as it was in the inning, ſo it is now. 
75 ſilences guilty fears, and perplexing doubts in diſciples hearts. 
Woe is me, faith the poor finner, I am; undone,” I am unclean; 
mine eyes have ſeen the Lord of hoſts, in the purity and ſpirituality 
of his law, as a juſt God, and a holy, a conſuming fire, and who 


will by no means clear the guilty: I ſhall die. Fear not, faith 


eſus to every ſuch trembling, repeating,. believing heart, thou 
me, and be ſaved. Inwardly liſten in hy ſoul to my word. Wait in 
faith. By the ſwect and Qtill voice of my Spirit, I create the fruit 
of the lips, Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him that 
is near, ſaith the Lord, and I will heal him.” Such ſhall not 
only hear my voice, but feel my power. Their ſickneſs ſhall be 
healed as well as their ſorrow removed. So ſhall their ſouls be joy- 
My grones and tears, and forms of woe, NIy tongue, the glory of Chriſt's name, 
re turn'd to joy 805 praiſes now ʒ Shall ne'er be ſilent of his fame; 
1 throw my ſackcloth on the ground, His praiſe ſhall ſound thre' earth and 
And eaſe and gladneſs gird me round. heavn, | 
| For ſickneſs þ:al'd, and fins forgiv'n. 
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| Avcusr 23. (235 


Marvel not that 1 ſaid unto thee,. You. muſt be born 
again. John 3. 7. : : 


Spiritual doArines ever appear to the judgment of carnal reaſon 


as fooliſhneſs. Marvel not to find the wiſdom of the natural man ever 


crying out, How can theſe things be?“ and explaining away the 
ſpiritual meaning by corrupt teaſonings. We are not to expect a 
total freedom from carnal objections from our own fallen nature. 
The old man is yet alive. The kingdom of his reſidence is at war 


againſt that kingdom into which the ſoul is ſpiritually born. Ma- 


ny foals ſee clearly the nature of the doctrine of a new- birth of the 
ſoul, and are convinced of the neceſſity of it, in order to ſee the 
kingdom of God. But how are they ſtraitned, and in pain to know, 
whether it be-accompliſhed in them ? The time WEN, many are 
uncertain of; for the kingdom of God cometh not with obſerva- 
tion. The manner How, none can explain: For the things of 

God knoweth no man, but by the Spirit of God.“ But the effects 
are viſible and evident. As ſenſe and motion are the properties of 
natural life, ſo when the ſoul is born again of the Spirit, there is a 
ſight of jeſus, a hearing of his voice, a motion of the affections of 
the ſoul towards him, believing him to be the way, the truth and the 
life. So St. John lays down this infallible mark, *Whoſoever 
believeth that Jeſus'is the Chrift, is born of God.” 1 John 4 1. So 
alſo, there is a ſight of fin in its filthineſs, feeling ſenſe of its bur- 
den, a hatred to it, and a reſiſting of it, and fleeing from it. 
Theſe effects are natural to the new-born ſoul, as it is for the body 
to breathe when born into this world. Dre n 

' "Hence; as a" new- born ſoul, thy concern, thy daily concern, O 
chriſtian, will be to ſtudy the Father's love; how free, how ſovereign 
and eternal the Son, thy elder Brother's work and ſalvation, how 
perfect, complete and finiſhed—the 7 * grace, how conde- 
ſcending, powerful and comforting ! All tends to beget inflamed 
affections and chearful obedience, It is thy Father's command, 
„My ſon, be thou ſtrong in the grace which is in Chriſt Jeſus:“ 
And to this end, as a'new-born babe defire the ſincere milk of the 
word, and thou ſhalt! grow thereby in knowledge, love, peace, 
10 and afinnicend ͥ A RF e 


Who can deſcribe the joys that riſe The Son with joy looks down and ſees 


Thro all the courts of paradiſe, The purchaſe of his agoniese. 
To ſee a prodigal return, 1 TE: bf 1: 
To ſee an heir of glory born? The Spirit takes delight to view _. 
as gs non og ; The holy ſoul he form'd anew; 
With joy the Father dath approve The ſaints and angels join to fing 
The fruit of his eternal love; G The growing empſre. of their King, 

lf & | 
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Aveusr 24. (236) 
We fleſh Infteth againſt the Spirit. "Gal, g. 17. 


Chriſtian experience fully proves this apoſtolic truth. Hence 
the children of God do not the things that they -wonld.. Nor 


have we any authority from the word of God to conclude this 


luſting ever ceaſed in any of the ſaints till they got to glory, 
nor to expect that we ſhall be perfectly delivered from it while we 
carry the fleſh about us. For as the renewed ſoul or ſpirit loves 
and enjoys ſpiritual and heavenly objects; ſo the fleſh or un- 
renewed part prompts us to luſt after thoſe objects it is naturally | 
converſant with, and which it derives its happineſs from in enjoy- 


thy Lord's command, Watch always.“ 


ment. Here is thy conflict, O chriſtian. Hence the neceſſity of 


er wen enter have the laſs or defres of the geg produced 
1n-eminent/ ſaints ? Thou ſtandeſt by faith; be .not.high-minded, 


bat fear. The conceptions of luſt are the productions of fin, James 


1. 1g. The commiſſion of fin contracts a freſh ſenſe of guilt. 


This is the malady and fickneſs of the ſonl. Hence the many 
8 attendant on guilt; legal fears, terrors of conſcience, 
ations from the law, triumphs of ſatan, dejection of ſoul, 


dittance from God, backwardneſs to duty, coolneis of affection to 


Jeſus, ſhyneſs at and neglecting of a throne of gracte. 
Alas 1 ! when they have fallen, and are ſenſible of the 
welanch Y 


effects; they feel-the hurt they have received. Verily 


an hearts know the bitterneſs of it. Awful effects of freſh- 


contracted guilt! How much to be deplored l how carefully to 
be watehed againſt, and prayed to be kept from. But whilſt 


there is a ſountain opened for ſin and uncleanneſs, whilſt the 


diator's © blood cleanſeth from all fin,” whilſt the glad tidings 
of the goſpel proclaim ſalvation by grace for ſinners, there. is no 


of our nature and corruption of the fleſh, that by this means we 
may be waked and ſtirred up to call upon Chriſt: And ſo a 
chriſtian is made to ſee Jeſus a wonderful Creator, which, out of 
heavinefs, can make joy. of terror, comfort, of fin, righteouſneſs, 
and of death, life. his is our ground and anchorhold, that 
Chriſt is our only and perfect fighteouſueſs. oO 


AvucusT 28. ( 237) or 


And Foaſh ſaid unto all that flood againſt bim, Will 
ye plead for Baal? Will ye ſave him? Judg, 6. 31. 


When the Lord-Jeſus appears and manifeſts. himſelf to the ſoul, 
it is fo ſtruck with his glory and grace, that it cries out in holy ec- 
ſtaſy, What have I to: do any more with idols? Hoſ. 14. 8. 
And an altar for fpiritual worſhip is preſently ſet up in the heart, 
and conſecrated to Jehovah-Shalom, the Lord ſend. peace. 
S8o Gideon inſtantly obeyed the word of Jeſus, the angel of the 
preſence, the man, the peace, who appeared to him, and at his 
command he throwed down the altar of Baal. He expected 
oppoſition from his Father's houſhold, and from the men of the 
city, therefore he did it by night. A bleſſed inſtance of the obe- 
dience of faith joined to ſanctified reaſon. As to the conſequence 
after the work done he was in nothing terriſied by his adver- 
 faries.” They demanded his life, But Joaſh his father was raiſed 
up like the fire of zeal from the Lord to argue with them. Will 
e, ye men of Iſrael, ye profeſſed people of Jehovah, will ye plead 
for Baal? will ye ſerve an idol? _ oh ont fk: front any 
Aſtoniſhing! but be not diſcouraged, O foul; though thou doſt find 
great profeſſors, children of the viſible church thy mother, (it were 
well if none of the children of thy Father's grace join in): pleading 
by word or practice, for the life, love and dominion of-Baa . 
ſignifies he that rules or ſubdues, a maſter, Lord or huſband ; 
which may juſtly be applied to ſin in general, and every idol luſt 
in particular. So faith Paul, His ſervants ye are whom ye 
whether of fin or of righteouſneſs.” Rom. 6. 16. Thou free-man, 
thou heaven-born ſon of the Lord, know thy freedom; ſtudy thy 
liberty; ſtrive, by the Spirit's aid, to live up to thy privilege; in 
ſpite of all that men or devils plead againſt it, above the domineer- 
ing power of luſts, the galling yoke of ſin. Thy Saviour has all 
wer in heaven and earth. Plead with him. Expect power 
- from him. Thou canſt do all things through Chriſt ſtrengthening 
thee. Faith ſurmounts every difficulty, filences carnal reaſonings 
and vain pleadings from every quarter. While Jeſus- is viewed, 
| = is abhorred, and holineſs loved, deſited and increaſed: in the 


Thou art my portion, O my God; Not all the tiches of the earth 
Make me to know thy way: Could make me fo rejoice. 
O cauſe my heart t obey thy word, TY 
And that without delay, | 


The teſtimonies of thy grace 
| = ns 5 I ſer before my eyes; © 
I chooſe the path of heav'nly truth, Thence I derive my daily ftrength, 
And glory in my choice; And there my comfort lies. 


AvcusT 26. ( 238 ) 


_ . Brethren, ye have been called unto liberty: only uſe 
not liberty for an occaſion to the fleſh. Gal. 5. 13. 

It is recorded that Peter was grieved becauſe his Lord ſhould 
.aſk him the third time, Loveſt thou me?” Sure it ought to be 
matter of concern and grief to the loving generous heart of diſ- 
ciples, to think they yet ſtand in need of this caution of St. Paul 
by the Spirit. But verily we all need it. The moſt ſanRtiked is 
yet in the fleſh. And the fleſh, with its affections and luſts, 
are alive, luſting and ſtriving againſt the ſpirit: yea ſeeking an 
occaſion to bring the holy happy-ſoul, who is ſet at. liberty from 
fin; fatan and the law, in his conſcience, under bondage to the 
law, and under thraldom to fin. Know thy danger. Dread thine 
enemy. Lea rather 'fear and love thy beſt friend, Jeſus. Cry to 
him, Lord, keep me continually.” < Thou haſt delivered my 


once captive] ſoul from the- power of the enemy: thou [ haſt | 


ought me out of the horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and ſet 
my feet upon a rock, and ordered my goings,” and put a new 
ſong in my mouth, of praiſe to thee my Jeſus, and my God. 
Pfalm 40. 2, 3. Keep, O keep me from the deceitful workings and 
carnal reaſonings of my corrupt ſinful ſelf, the fleſh! + 
How unorateful; how baſe is it, that it ſhould ever enter into the 
thoughts of diſciples to uſe, yea rather abuſe the liberty wherewith a 


holy Jeſus hath made them free? But what is not our vile nature 


prone to? what are we not in danger of from ſatan's ſubtle devices, 
and from the pleaſing, ſoothing, enticing arguments of the fleſh? it 


ever ſeeks its eaſe and pratifications. Though the doctrines of 


grace, and jeſus known and loved, bring liberty and peace to the 
ſpirit, yet they are conſtraint and bondage to the fleſh. Both can- 
not be enjoyed by the ſame ſoul at the ſame time. We cannot 


ſerve God and mammon. We cannot walk in the liberty of the 


ſpirit, and yet fulfil the luſts of the fleſh. Thou man of God, 
canſt thou coolly and deliberately barter the light, the love, the 
peace, the liberty and joy of thy ſoul' for the gratification of carnal 
juſts? Surely thou wilt reje& that with the utmoſt abhorrence, and 
in unfeigned fervour cry out, God forbid ! 99 5 W 
What a glorious liberty are we called to] even a freedom from 
all ſin in the conſcience, from every condemnation of the law, and 
triumph over all the accuſations of ſatan; ſo to live upon Jeſus, as 


to conſider ourſtlves'in him as perfectly free from all fin, intirely 


dead to it, and the conſciencs ſo eleanſed by his blood, as to be 
ever eaſy, ſerene and comfortable, as though we were innocent 
and never had finned. O this is heavenly liberty to new-born 


ſouls !| This creates a paradiſe upon earth. This is daily to be 


prized and ſought for by the Spirit. Stand faſt in the liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us free.” Gal. 5. 1, | | 


5 
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Aucusr 27. ( 229 ) 


Have ſeen . bis days, and will heal bim: I will 
lead him alſo, and reftore comforts unto him, and. to bis 
mourners. Iſa. 57. 18. | 


What a glorious declaration of free-grace is this! an abſolute 
promiſe of mercy, not excited by the worthineſs of the creature, 
2: proceeding ſolely from the loving heart of a covenant God. 
Well might David fay, In thy word do truſl : I rejoice at thy 
word, ae one that findeth great ſpoils.” Pſalm 119. 162. The life 
of the ſoul is ſupported by the word of the Lord. This is the ob- 
ject of faith, the encourager of hope, and the exciter of love, 
| Jeſus is the eſſential word, by whom Jehovah ſpeaks. The ſcrip- 


tures are the revealed truths by the Spirit of God's purpoſes, * 


promiſes and grace. Behold, be aſtoniſhed and humbled, O ſoul, 
at thy apoſtacy, backſliding and rebellion! Behold, admire, adore, 


and love the infinitely gracious procedures of the Father of all 


mercies, Here is a criminal arraigned at the bar—iniquity 
charged upon him God's diſpleaſure at it repeatedly declared 
his chaſtiſing hand ſmote him for it. This reclaims not. The 
Lord hides his loving © face—withdraws the light of. his counte- 
nance. What is the effect? A froward behaviour—ftill walking 
in his own ways, contrary to the Lord. Might one not expect 
the next words ſhould thunder curſes and damnation ? Be aftoniſh- 
ed, O ye heavens! What readeſt thon, O man! It is not I have 
ſeen his ways, and will deſtroy him: but though I hate his ways, 
I love his ſoul. My ſuperabounding grace ſhall reign and triumph 
over all the aboundings of fin. I will heal his ſou] ; I will pardon 


him. Thou poor doubting ſoul, with the legal frames, go and learn 


what that meaneth, «I will be gracious to whom I will be graci- 
ous, and I will ſhew mercy on whom. I will ſhew mercy.” Exod. 
33. 19. Here is the glory of grace. This is the triumph of faith, 
Mercy proclaimed, ſhews the munificence of God. But the de- 
jected heart may ftill be in ſaſpence, Is it for me? Where, by faith, 
the truth is received by the Spirit, the comfort ſhall be applied. 
Whom God pardons in his heart, he leads the pardoned ſinner to 
the knowledge and enjoyment of it, and reſtores: loſt comforts to 
the backſliding ſoul. A ſenſe of pardon is the effence of goſpel- 
grace, the reſult of Jeſus? atonement, the gift of the pracious 
Spirit, and the privilege of believing ſouls. It is preſumption. ta 
expect what God has not promiſed. It is thoughtleſs unbelief not 

to plead when God's word is our warrant to encourage us. 


o may thy pard'ning grace be nigh, Thus ſhall our better thoughts approve 
| Left we ſhould faint, deſpair and die! The methods of thy chaſt ning love, 
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Avevsr 28. (240) 


Reed dg rde man obeſe flrength is in they in woo 
Tor are rhe * of them. Pal. 85 "i : 

gong Al, Jet och 03 sia st chu it 

When he: ts, are "united i in love. there i is 2 mutual complacency 
Wein each other, Preſence, increaſeth pleaſure: Abſence 
9 ty of diſpleaſing ,and.ifear of offend- 
ally. 6 45 each, party. Jn ſome ſenſe this holds 
5 ba "eds ſoul, and the anstelle All love is 

e the ſea return back. to the great 
1 


—_ th for what he is in himſelf, and what he is to us in 
*. 1 0 Fer inner, who knows that he is in himſelf 
1 75 rejgiceth at his very foul to know that the 

3 eſus vi ; his ftrengih->that all his might and power to 


tive Ne fn, to * Kar; to overcome the world, is from 


A — the power. of the Spirit through faith. 
t is 75 e heart a b rden like an N N veſſel ? 
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| wich, all ſpiritual bleſſings in Cbriſt Jeſus ! Ble 
6„ and year, but loved to eternity and bleſſed 
ity 1: 1 hath bleſſed thee, and be, will not reverſe it. 
R ine i e not merely, in a ſyſtem of notions in the 
5 he yea Jobovah. in the heart, 
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129. ( 241 ) 
The Lord is my ſbepberd, I full not wwant. Pfalm 


235 8 


All comfort is derived to the ſoul, from the conſideration and 
knowledge of what Jehovah is to us. This we know by the word 


of truth, and enjoy the ſweet exerciſe of faith, I am the good 


Shepherd,” faith Jeſus, lohn 10. 1. Thou art My Shepherd, 
fays the believing foul. Thus, whatever office or character Jeſus 
repreſents himſelf as ſuſtaining, it is the glory of faith, not only 
to view the Lord as ſuck, but to draw ſweet peace and comfort 
from it, That thou art to us. David knew the duty of a ſhepherd 
by experience; How watchful to preſerve from danger! and how 
careful a ſhepherd is to guide and feed his ſheep committed to his 
truſt ? But herein is the peculiar love of the Shepherd of our fouls ; 
he © gave his life for the ſheep.” And after ſuch love manifeſted 
to them, fhall they want either his power to guard and n 
or his grace to ſupply their need? No; that is impoſſible. But a 
ſheep is a filly weak creature; it often bleats and makes a noiſe 
when it wants nothing. Though it knows its ſhepherd, and hears 
his voice, ſtill it is naturally prone to wander from rich and green 
. to break out of the fold, and, if left to itfelf,, would 
=p into the very jaws of its enemy. So fooliſh are we allo. Hence 
ariſes our diſtreſs. And when we look to what we are in ourſelves, 
and Toſe ſight of the love and care of our dear Shepherd, we caſt our 
eyes around us, and call in this diſtreſſing thought, and the other 
diſtracting care. Hence we often ſend forth the bleatings of un- 
delief, and cry out, We ſhall certainly periſh for want of Nord and 


aſliſtance. But where is the Lord our Shepherd? Alas, we for- 


et his tender fove, his covenant engagements, his watchful care. 
e liſten not to the ſweet voice of our Shepherd, but the enemy 


ſpeaks in terror, and our poor hearts are afrighted and tremble, 


But in oppoſition to all that fin, fatan and the law can fay or 
do againſt us, The voice of the Lord is a mighty voice. The 


voice of the Lord hath the preeminence.” And Jeſus our Sey | 


herd faith, « T give unto my ſheep, what—grace'npon condition 
they will continue to be my ſheep, and hear my voice, and fallow 
me?” Infinitely more: ſecurity ſtronger than the mountains; com- 
fort more unfathomable than the great deep. I know my ſheep : 


my Father gave them unto: me: I lay down my life for" them, 


and ſhall the enemy rob me of one of my purchaſed ones, or my dea# 


Father of one of the objects of his love ? No: they ſhaff never want 


grace to keep, to quicken, to comfort, and enable them to, ke. 
ere till they receive the end of their faith, the ſalvation of their 


ſouls: I give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh, 
neither ſhall any pluck thee: out of my hands.” John 10. 28. 
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AvcusT 30. (242) 


Bleſſedare the poor in ſpirit, theirs is the kingdom of 
%%% 


In the day of the Spirit's power © the lofty looks of man are 
| humbled ; the haughtineſs of man is bowed down; and the Lord 
alone is exalted in that day.“ Iſa. 2. 11. Then a man's own righ- 
teouſneſs, wherein he truſted, is ſeen as filthy rags. His ſtrength 
he boaſted of is found to be perfect weakneſs : his heart, in which 
he gloried as good, is found to be deceitful and deſperately wick- 
ed. Then he becomes a poor ſinner. He knows his poverty 
he feels his wretchedneſs. Thus, when Jeſas alone is exalted in 
his fight, he becomes little, and vile, and mean in his own eyes; 
then he is poor in ſpirit, a meer B26c ar, who muſt be wholly in- 
debted to free- grace bounty, and free gift-mercy. Though he 
ſees his ſtate to be guilty, wretched and deſperate, yet he is 
bleſſed? Why? is it becauſe he ſees and knows himſelf to be 
wretched, poor, miſerable, blind and naked? Alas, this know- 
ledge, like Job's friends, would 'prove but as a miferable com- 
forter to his ſoul. He can no more truſt in his known poverty 
and rags, to intitle him to the kingdom, than in his fancied robes 
and en. But ſuch are bleſſed or happy, becauſe the grace of 
the kingdom is in their hearts now, © and theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven in glory.” Moſt joyful” conſideration! they are choſen to 
it by the love of the Father; they are bleſſed in Chrift Jeſus with 
all ſpiritual bleſſings: And as an evidence of this, the Holy Spirit 
beſtows on them, Wiſdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
| Jeſus: he enlightens the eyes of their underſtanding ; then they 
know what is the hope of their calling, and what is the riches of the 


To a Faldc4t 


conditions to gain or ſecure the favour of God? No: infinitely 
Thou t Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's.“ 1 Cor, 2. 21. 
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AvecusT 31. E 


— 


Li kewiſe reckon ye yourſelves to be dead indeed unto fin, 
and alive unto God through Feſus Chriſt. Rom. 6. 11. 


There is a death in fin which we are all naturally under. There 
is a death for ſin; this our dear Saviour (we can never think of it 


too much, nor mention it too often) ſuffered on the tree. And 


there is a death-unto fin, which every believing member of Jeſus 
partak es of, xt. by virtue of union with him. For when Jeſus died 
for ſin on the croſs, all his members were myſtically conſidered in 
him, and dying in him, as their covenant head and repreſenta- 
tive, unto-fin.; And ſecondly, by communion with Jeſus: The 
ſame Spirit which raiſed up Jeſus the head, dwells. in the mortal 
ge. of his believing members, quickning them to newneſs of 
Send Dye ara ton 12s ati ed Sr ER ne 
- So from hence the apoſtle would have ſuch reckon, infer, or 


conclude: themſelves © to be dead indeed unto fin.” And on the 


ſame account, and for the ſame reaſons, alive unto God, through 


* Jeſus Chriſt.” - 


Now, believer, how doſt thou reckon, reaſon, and conclude 
of thy ſpiritual eſtate? becauſe thou doſt not find all fin dead in 
thee, but feeleft the motions of fin ſtirring and raging for 
the maſtery over thee? doſt thou from hence judge of thy fate, 
and conclude thou haſt not the faith of God's elect? Alas, this 


will diſtreſs thy ſoul—weaken thy confidence of faith—adminifter - 
life and vigor to thy fins and luſts—and bring death upon thy 


ſpiritual life of comfort, love, and holineſs. The word of 
God is the only rule of our faith: by that we are to de- 
termine of our ſtate. Though ſin be alive in thee, yet thou art to 
reckon thyſelf dead to that; ſo as to have nothing to do with it. 
Though thou groneſt under. © a body of death,” yet thou art to 
conclude thyſelf alive unto God through Jeſus Chriſt. 
Here is the myſtery. of faith.” This is to be held in a pure 
conſcience—thus there is freedom of acceſs to God with bold- 
neſs—here is the victory of ſaints =here is the triumph of truth 
againſt all the enemies to the death of fin. and the life of holineſs. 


Hence through the Spirit of truth ſprings thy daily comfort, thy 


continued growth in grace, and in the knowledge of Jeſus, and 
thy farther progreſs in perſonal holineſs of life and converſation. 
Do we not know that ſolemn word, So from the grave did Chriſt ariſe, 
That we are bury'd with the Lord, And lives to God above the ſkies, 
Baptiz'd into his death, and then f ; 5 


Put off the body of our ſin? No more let fin and ſatan reig 
e a 3 | Over our mortal fleſh again z _ 
Our ſouls receive diviner breath, The various luſts we ſerv'd before, 


Rais'd from corruption, guilt and death; Shall have dominion now no more. 
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he the e gion accarding to ſore knowledge 

&, the lanctifcation of he Spirit 4. the; blopd of Jeſus, 
do 95 eich ſafety any 2 5 glory, as being kept by the 
7 1 0 a N . th, T er our confidence i is in theſe 


If we derive comgrts from. any other ood, they will be 
by t Hort lived, vain and deluſive. 
Sk. aul 'w/as as willing to be kept from glory for a ſeaſon, and to 
_ on 8 Wy a y.of Gn and a world of woe, for the further- 
an 79570 of the ſaints. Phil. 1. 25. Such precious 
Imini den 0 Jeſus, bow truly valuable, how much to, be lov- 
5 us! we cannot but love them for the truth's fake, and as he! p- 
ers bur Joy in the trath. And. the more we grow and. are 
effabliſhed in de truth. as. it is in Jeſus, ſo much the more ſhall 
we be out "df | conceit. with the vain precatious human ſyſtems of 
mens Mags, 55 hzever tend to ſu 85 faith, fill us with con- 
lence in the fleſh and rejoicing in ourſelves inſtead of rejoicing in 
"truth; But us, in the ſeaſons of various temptations, ma - 


nifold trials, and great diſtreſſes, what « can ſypport us? Nothing in 


nature and ſelf, Frog frames and joyful ſenſations may forſake us, 
and we ſhall, like the Potmift, Md faint, unleſs our faith and 
hope ſtand faſt i in the Lord who hath Ade « | will never leave thee, 
nor forſake thee.” Heb. 13. 5. The poor ſoul, through the great- 
neſs of its exerciſes, Ometunes s beavy,. dull and languid, the 
fun of comfort is clouded, and, like Paul on another occaſion, is 
in the deep when peither ſyn, oon, nor ſtars, appear. Still the 
obriſtian can never Joſe his a ſoundat tion Far rejoicing. Paul excepts 
not even {08s of heavineſt 1s, but £xhoxts.<* rejoice: in the Lord at- 
WATS,” Phil. 4: 4 „There is a 4% NERD re” for ſuch ſeaſons. They 


pointed.” by ipfinite Wiſdam, are. confiſtent with ynchange- 


are ar 
able ade Be. And their continuance is determined by the faithfulneſs of 
g coyenapt God, Theſe great apd valuable Pe are anſwered, God 
is glorified, a and the wl proſ ted by them. Ate gur troubles many 
in nümber, Wage n kind, heavy i in mesſure, and long in conti- 
nüante God's metcies are more numerous, oy wiſdom more won- 
derful, bis power aboye. all; therefore are gs David, Thou who 


ſhewed*the reat and fore tzoubles, ſhal t ies # A * 
eomlert me ee every fide.” Fal er yr 


78. fer 2. 
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SEPT. 2. ( 245) | 
He ſpall glorify me. John 16. 14, © 
Though the goſpel is ſuited ta our indigent Nate and diſtreſſed 
circumſtances, yet to receive the truth in the love of it we are 
averſe to, becauſe of our loftineſs of ſpirit and pride of heat: 
A ſyſtem that tends to exalt and glorify us in our own eyes, and 
in the fight of others, we are naturally very fond of. -'This notiin = 
ſticks cloſe to us; we do not cy pr with it. To imagine Ours g 


ſelves poſſeſt of ſome juherent good diſpoſitions and amiable tem- q 
pers, in order to put us upon more reſpectable terms in the fight of ; 
God to gain his favour;#his we are apt to miſtake for the work. of 1 
the Spirit of truth upon the heart. But as this notion leads from the ; 


faith and dope of the goſpel, oppoſeth the glory of Jeſus, lays 
another foundation than that lagna piglets bath lai g = 
tends to plume the creature with | pri e anc vanity, we. are taught 
to reject it as a ſpirit of antichriſt and 600. AT 


* 


ill 3nd 
This God complains of, and ſeverely reproves his church of old 
for :* Thou didf truſt in thine own beauty, and playedſt the harlot, 
becauſe of thy renown.” Ezek. 16. 14. But the, bleſſed. Spirit, 
that effects the marriage-union between the Lamb and his bride, | 
the church, doth nothing upon the heart that it ſhoy d traſt in, 1 | | 
as to attract the affections from jeſus, or to produce. incontigency, 7 
or upchaſte behaviour to our rightful Lord. No: «the Spirit ſhall 


glorify, not himſelf alone as the agent, not yourſelves, as the ſubject | 
of his operations, but he ſhall glorify me,” faith Jeſus, in your fight, 
heart and affections: he ſhall be continually bearing. witne to my \ 
perſon and offices of the relation I ftand in to yd, the work I ; 
have undertaken and accomplithed for you, that juſtification ; is 
ſolely by my righteouſneſs ; atonement for your uns is by my one 1 
facrifice ; and pardon of them by my blood; that Iam; your prieſt, 
ever before the throne, repreſenting your perſons, and pleading ] 
your cavſe. / 80 ſhall you find peace in me, live daily upon me, | 
e e nioogaant digg 1 
Thus, by the ſovereign operations of the Holy Spirit, Chriſt 1 
alone is exalted and gloriſed, and our hearts comforted. in truth, | 
and ſanRified' in love, to the honour and ſervice of, our heavenly 


King. Thus to them that believe, Jeſus is precious, becauſe we 
2 Father's love center in him, and diffuſing itſelf through his 
pierced heart to ours by the Holy Ghoſt given to us. Hence 
we become alive in our ſpirits and affections 0 ths and dead te 
ſelf·ſeeking, ſelf-righteous, ſelf·glorying views; and die daily ta 
carual corrupt luſts and afftQions, Which we know tend to diſhon- 
our our dear Lord, are contrary to his will, degrading of our fouls, 
and rob as of ſweet heart - felt communion with bim. And. the 
more Jeſus is thus glorißed, and we abide in him, fo much the 
more are we enabled to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit to the 
praiſe and glory of him. As many as are led by the Spitit of 


God, they are the ſons of God,” Rom. 8. 14. 


EE HO) 


Who, maketh thee 10 differ from another ? and what 
baſs thou that thou didſt not receive? 1 Cor. 4. 7. 


Perhaps few. will afſert, in ſo many words, with that haughty 


proſeſſar we read of, who replied to this text, <1 make myſelf 
to differ; ſince I could reſiſt God and divine pre- determination, 
but have not reſiſted, why may I not glory in it, as of my own ?” 
Vet thete is a proneneſs in our very nature to glory, through the 


pride Which dwelleth in us. By line upon line and precept upon 


tecept the Holy Ghoſt continually beateth down all truſt in our- 
yes, and that which proeeedeth from it alſo, all glorying in our- 
ſelyes. His peeuliar effice is to teſtify of and to glorify Jeſus; and 
the more we feel bis ſweet influence upon our hearts, we are here- 
by led out of ourſelves, and are never ſo happy as when we glory 
in the Lord; Jeſus only; and are aſcribing all that we are and hope 
for in time and eternity to the free favor, unmerited love, and 
diſtinguiſhing grace of God the Father in Chriſt Jeſus.. | 
Vet we date not deny what the precious Jeſus hath done For us, 
nor hat khe adotable Spirit hath done Ix ue, whereby we do differ 
from others and are diſtinguiſhed from our former ſelves, when we 
were without Chriſt, without hope, and without God in the 
world. Eph. z. 12. And alſo from the reſt of the whole world, 
which, lieth in wickedneſs, [or in the wicked one.] But this is 
all of ſoveroign grace, therefore, © bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and 


8 


ſoul, and forget not all his benefits.” Pſal. 103. 1, 2. 

We ate made to differ in JupGMenT. We no longer ſet our 
dear Saviour at nought, or ſo lightly eſteem the love of God, as 
to think we can gain an intereſt in Jeſus, and procure a title to 
God's favor by our own works. But we firmly believe, God 
hath made us accepted in the Beloved, to the praiſe of the glory 
of his grace.“ Eph. 1. 6. Hence our arFRECTIOxSs are turned 
to God in Chriſt by the power of the Spirit; Jeſus is the delight 
of our ſouls, and the glory of our hearts. He is to us the chiefeſt 
among ten thouſand. and altogether lovely. The little we have 
ſeen and known of his love, his perſon, offices and work, fo ena- 
mou our ſauls and endears him to our hearts, that we are conti- 


all that is within me bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the Lord, O my 


nually longing to x xow HII more. Alſo our PRAcT1CE: is hereby 


influenced to hate and forſake the trifling converſation, the vain 
 amuſements, ſinful vanities and carnal delights, which are pleaſ- 
ing to thoſe who are dead in treſpaſſes and fins. In the fellow- 
ſhip and enjoyment of our God and Saviour is qur heaven upon 
Earth. By the love of Chriſt we become dead to all that is con- 
trary to bis will. Thus faith God of his church, I will be the 
glory in the midſt of her.“ Zech. 2.5, | OE a 


by 
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For all the promiſes of God in him are yca, and in him, 
amen, unto the glory of God by us. 2 Cor. 1. 20. 

'Through the workings of our carnal frames, it is natural to us 
to ſeek comfort from legal works inſtead of goſpel-grace, when a 


poor ſinner: bath been taught by man to believe, If he performs 


the condition, he ſhall ſurely receive the bleſſing of the promiſe.” 
From this miftaken notion he labours and toils for a ſeaſon ; but find- 


ing himſelf unable to reduce the doctrine to practice, he fits down 


in dejection, and gives up all hope of mercy in this way. This will 
be the caſe, where ſincerity is not ſuffered to give way to ſelf deceit. 
But when the Sun of righteouſneſs ariſeth with glory on the ſoul, 
theſe miſts of ignorance flee away. When the love of the everlaſt- 

ing covenant is made manifeſt to a ſinner's heart, by the Spirit, he 


_ cries out in wonder and ecſtaſy, . This is all my falvation and all 


my deſire.” When, by faith, he beholds Jeſus, the ſurety of the 
covenant, ſees all the promiſes of life and ſalvation center in him; 
Jeſus 1s the hope of his ſoul, and the joy of his heart. 
| Bleſſed be God for a precious Chriſt, for. precious. promiſes, and 


for precious faith. What could our God do more? what could he 
give more to his people, which he hath not graciouſly done for them, 


or not freely given to them? Diſciple, wherefore doſt thou doubt? 
Thou art reading a gloomy lecture over thy fallen ſtate, ſitting with 
folded hands and dejected look becauſe thou feeleſt the corrupt 
workings of thy finful fleſh; and the reſult of thy thoughts has 
brought forth that black monſter unbelief. This dares to gainſay 
the truths of God, deny his promiſes, ſet the Saviour at nought, 
and rob him of his glory. What, becauſe thou canſt not find nor 
feel any thing in thyſelf to deſerve God's love, no reaſon why he 
ſhould make one promiſe of mercy : Wilt thou conclude againſt the 
greatneſs of his love and freeneſs of his promiſes ? Yea, but it is for 
that very reaſon, though thou haſt nothing in thyſelf but fin and 
miſery : Thy God will have all the glory of his own grace in ſav- 
ing thy ſoul, according to his promiſe in Chriſt Jeſus. The Lamb, 
who ſpilt his blood for fin; who hath righteouſneſs for the naked, 
and a tongue to plead the cauſe of the deſtitute, has all the promi- 
ſes in his hands to beſtow on his needy members. They are all in 
him. Therefore is it, that out of his fulneſs we receive, and grace 
for grace. So it pleaſeth the Father, that all fulneſs ſhould dwell in 
him; ſo the holy Spirit giveth us to believe and come to the inex-' 
hauſtible fulneſs of Jeſus for our every ſupply. Here we may fix our 
faith, and in the aſſurance of truth be conhdent we ſhall want no- 
thing. For this very end is connected with our comfort, „the glo- 
ry of Gop.” Therefore every promiſe of grace here and glory 
hereafter are ſure, Yea and Amen, fo be it. So it ſhall be certain 


and ſure, according to God's purpoſe and grace in Chriſt Jeſus. v 
2 Tim. 1. 9. be road ore e 


. 
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Fear not, thou worm Jacch. Wa. 41. 14. 

In the light of truth, and under the influence of the Spirit, 
every believer in Jeſus loſes ſight of the onee fancied dignity of his 
human nature, and finks in the view of himſelf to the meaneſt rep- 
tile. Probably, the church in Iſaiah's days had been conſidering 
her weak helpleſs ſtate, as ſurrounded with ttials aud difficulties, 
expoſed continualiy to the power of enemies on every fide, and her 
rr ee? of being troden under foot and cruſhed to death, and 

ad been laying her Caſe before the Lord, and in the words of Da- 
vid, confling; * am a worm and no man.” Pſalm 22.6. Well, 
the Lord condeſcends to reply to ſuch. humble ſouls in theit own 
language, Though thou art as mean in thine own eyes, and as 
deſpicable in the ſight of others, as a poor, bale, infignificant, crawl. 
ing worm of the earth, yet art thou precious in my fight: though 
thou haft no power in thyſelf to reſiſt thine enemies; no ſtrengh to 
fupport thyſelf under thine afflictions and diſtreſſes; though ſatan 
threatens, troubles bow. thee down, corruptions rage, and all the 
combined force of earth and hell is enraged againſt thee, yet, fear 


not thou worm, faith the Lord.” 


Thou ſoldier of Jeſas, * fear not, is the word of command 


from the Captain of thy ſalvation. Scarce any phrafe ſo frequently 
occurs as this in the word of God. Conſider it as an antidote 
againft all thy fears, deſpondings, doubtings and dejections. Thou 
canft never fall into any exerciſe, be under any temptation, be vi- 
ficed by any affliction, come into any ſtraits or difficulties, but what 
the power of God can fupport thee under, and bring 'thee fafely 
through. Confult not human probability—judge not according to 
appearances—ſay not, Worm as I at T half ſurely be cruſhed.” 
ay, but is any thing too hard for God? He faith, „I will help 
thee” I will fuccour-—t will ſupport thee—I will ſtrengthen 
rthee—my grace is ſufficient for thee. Can a God of truth promiſe 


in vain ? will a God of love ever fail to aſſiſt? doth not a God of 


wiſdom know when to deliver? Suffice it, we have his promiſe, 
that engages his truth, and char demands our faith to honour him. 
But I am with thee,” faith che Saviour. He is preſent, though 
perhaps thou thinkeſt otherwife, and feeleſt not bis comfortable 
preſence. Thy moſt fecret figh, as well as — 1 diſtreſs, lies 

FRE to his view. The crafty deſigns of thy fubtile foe, and all his 
vileſt ftratagems, are without a covering before thy Lord. Ter- 
rify and diftreſs thee he may, but prevail over thy ſoul he ſhall not; 


for he that keepeth Ifrael, neither Nlumbereth, nor ſſeepeth, but 


is ever watchfal and powerful to keep; and he hath given us this 
abfolute promife, No weapon that is formed againſt thee ſhall 
1 and every tongue that ſhall riſe againſt thee in judgment, 
thou ſhaft condemn.” Iſa. 54. 17. | 
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of Jeſa an grace. of: the g he Here man is nothing. | Here 

tha __— 65400) annikil As St. Paul faith of an. ial, 

it is dothing in the world; {o-that idol, a man's ſelf, is nothin 
W&,DOtRIDg gan do. nothing in Ten great work of falvation. 8 


+ 


Fallen nature, with: all its hoalted, goodneſs, affocted piety, devout 


| efforts. contribute nothing z for. 5 all is of grace,” free-and. ove. 


reign, grace. Man, with all his vaunted te knowledge « of good aid 
evil”: his free-will to chooſe the good and refuſe the evil, 187 res- 
titade: to perform his duty and ſecure his falyation' by Tolfilling 
92 r 22 ons IT? . by thele . are 
und lighter t vanity. en "A in, e bala 12 
Gandtuaty ; for Jeſus is all in all. Ss 5 a 
| O-bgliayer, When thou chinkeſt thyſ IF othing: \ knoweſt g- 
thing of t 2 chen thou. thinkeſt and knowelt he, But DIY 
think, now I am dune nien in myſelf, now I kno = 


mylelf in the favour of Gad, and to be faithful to his grace; ps 4 
rily thou deceiveſt thyfglh. This is acting like the 12 of C 
latis under ſpiritugl witchcraft, « beginning in the ſpirit and end- 
ing in the fleſh,” This is in the Rricþ and p proper ſenſe falling from 
gracg. 80 nature's pride exalts. ones-ſelf; and cenſures other chrif- 
tians. as; carnal and unfaithful, This pride of the fleſh withſtands a 
growth, 1 in grace. and. 1 IS, contrary . to the knowled Ee of our Lord 
Jeſus Ohriſt. To. know. the. grace of God in truth, it io Gun its 
ſoveteign energy: and e e upon the ſoul, Ready as the ſun in 
its couxſe,. uſgantrolable as the wind in its power, unfruſtrable as 
the tids in its mation, yea OY g to the power "of haturs : 
and the will of man, as the. pr waves of the; reat ocean. 0 
put on the Lord Jeſus,” is to put off th e old map with 3 ite 
ceitful Iuſts“ and pride. To © rejoice in Chriſt | Jeſus,” is 

* have no confidence in the fleſh,” For the Lond will < «fuſer no 


the Lord.” 1 Cor. 1. Ea 


r. 7. | (250) 


Be careful for nothing : but in every thing, by prayer I 
and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, let yaur.. af: be 
made known unte Cod. Phil. 4. 6. 

Sat 10 10 94:21 42 Hh fs Ger ih Be a 
All anxious cares e ene nl diſtreſs the 3 * . 
* vobelief: Tbey are contrary to our Profeſſion=—diſhonourable to 
dar nd hurtful to the peace and comfort ↄf our ſouls. 
Thereſoren they are forbid by the goſpel of grace, in love to the 
Ahildren of Gad. But, belie ver, thou haſt not ſo learned Chriſt as 
to paſa away a life of careleſs indolence and thoughdleſs inactivity. 
Noe: vigilance, © induſtcy,;; and fervency of ſpirit, is a ſuitable 
frame {or thee to be, found. in: Not ſlothful in baſineſs, but fer- 
vent in ſpirit, ſerving a the Lord — careful and diligent in the uſe 
of all means in thy power, both to procure che ſubſiſtence and 
welfare of thy boch. as well as to keep up the liveliveſs and vigor 
of thy: ſoul. land diligent, yet wichout care that hath diſ- 
dniezude and fHliſteſa, As to the things of this life, it is ſufficient 
: 30 anfwer aHabytanxiety, and: ſilence thy fears and doubts, your 
+heavenly Father, ſaith It ſus- ö — have need of them.“ 
He-feeds the birds, and will he ſuffer a to ſtarve? Thou 
halt, have all things needſul ſor liſe and odlineſs. 
As to ſpiritual bleſſings, © He that ſpared not his own Son, but free- f 
| 1y:gavebim up a ſacriſice for thy ſins: how fhall-be not with him allo p 
freely give thee all. things?“ The Father that hath es bleſſed us 1 
with all ſpiritnal bleſſiags in Chriſt Jeſus, will hand them out 0 ; 
us by his Holy Spirit, in number, weight and meaſure, juſt as | 
his. iow ſees beſt. And it is thy wiſdom to be content and thank- 
Fub Here is encouragement for faith. and prayer. 
And Canſt thou look within, without, around. above, and: ſee no 
matters no;cauſe;of sbanſgiving and praiſe; © chriſtian? are not what 
. \#hou haſt in hand, and:whatithowbaſt;in hope, ihe free gifts of the 
race of thy God ? Cal 0 mind his mereies to excite gratitude. 
Keflech on his promiſes to quicken in Prayer: - Under all thy trials, 
2 diftreſics, ſotrows, fears, doubt and and difficulties, here is ſweet 
encouragement for thy :{oul 51: ſpe ak: them out freely; make 
thx zequeſts familia-iy unte, 8 d. And what ſhall be the happy 
coßſeguence. Hear and rejoice, thou malt bave more than all 
thou cagſt aſk, Or think. Andes the peace of God, which paſſeth all 
. ſhall. | keep thy beart and n e = 
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know the bitterneſs thereof. But is the Captain of their ſalvation 


uphold thee with the right hand of my righteouſneſs.” ä 
e , e nne 1 £56 "$$ 
I can do all things, or can bear But if the Lord be once withdrawn, 
All ſuff rings if my Lord be there: And we attempt the work alone: 
Sweet pleaſures mingle with the pains, When new temptations ſpring and riſe, 
hile his left hand my head ſuſtains, We find how great our weakneſs is, 


iis 


23 


2. — fa = 
2 


. flips”, ſai We Fim. "Why?" 
has! He. had been looking Week ie outward appearance of the 
Wickel. ot happy, de deer yful "they emed! fo that fa. 


. Xx 252 ) 
Min et, 


acc ding. to the ON but vibe 2 b 
. John! 7. 24. n 


x 


"7 


Þy ating W to this 3 ya our, OY the cd en of 
d often diſtreſs their poor hearts, perhaps in ho one inftance 
more Thamtthiss My Feet were Arfoſt gone; wy ſteps had well 

15 Din Was the Cue! ? Alas! 


ture asd ſenſe had —＋ a tributal in oppoſition to faith 
Aud truth, Verity, ſays he, I hate deanſed my heart in vafn, 
uf un Lamm on undete red, and Brought 84 are tit 
Leger judgment, n records of uk in the ad ry of 
rea Sar e 547 LO 
+... Profeſſors vf old bad a vere Ate Nl. 3. 13, Re. For thus 
Jodie „ „ Veur Words habe deen Rout again 

Ye have ſaid it is vain to ſerre God, bc. Tou call the 
«proud, that is, che felfi righteous, but diſobedient perſons whom 1 
refit and nbhar, hapy - +Chriltian, "beware bf jndging bf men: 
de cautious ofdeterm bp of matters by appezrances. They are very 
fallaeious, 'often' _—_ - Judgeof no man's ſtate by 'appeatantes. 
Vril achons We th -cotiietan ; good ctions we thould ap 
Bat. to junge und termine the eterttal Hate by appearane 


1 ſee a wicked man die, hall Toy he ir gone to hell ? I date not. 
Shall L/h he. is gone to heaven? Ich.. 

9 Ae were the falls of David and Peter! To what 
dreadfal lengrhs/ of cyuel | erſerutions' ' againſt Chriſt, his = 


of our God niamph in their repentanice atid falvation ? There- 
fore,  beljever, cen ks do thine on eternal fate, jadge not 


fr m. ent ſenſe and appearance h all things ſeem aꝑainſt 
| 20 not — — e A te to God's 855 


po 2 Promiſes aud onth in Chriſt Jeſus. And they all 


whom? Bven to ſinners, loſt and periſhing ſinners, 
r elſe au haſt lot, a ſenſe of chis is with thee. ' . And 


th TR aithful fayings "worthy of 'all acceptation, kat all times] 
4 Chnſt Jeſs. ame into the world to fave" finners.”? And is 


Hae a doubt in+thite heart, à fear in thy mind, a fin upon thy 
conſcience, but he is able to. ” and cleanſe thee from ? 


Net {dre od or core eh When weaker chriſtians we deſpiſe, 
dom of out Lord; We do the goſpel migh wrong. : 


ple 307 d reghteouſnels, | For God, the gracious and the wile, 


F ach aud * to bis word. n Receives the feeble with the ftrong,, 


N .. . M8 mes 


2 
d acthority. It Was à juczzeicus Tpeeth of St. Auſtin, «If 


ick of diſcipless. 


SEPT. 10. ( 253) 
Aud thebildren fruggled together within ber: and 


ſhe ſaid, I it be ſo, why am 1 thus? And ſbe went to 
inquire of the Lord. Gen. 25. 22. 118 


Very uncommon and extraordinary was the caſe of Rebekah; an 


| inward commotion and ſtrong contention between the fruit of her 


body, alarmed her greatly. ch threatening death to the other, 
and herſelf alſp. Happy her conduct. In this diſtreſs, ſhe feeks ſa- 
tisfaction from the Lord. A noble inſtance of faith and familiarity 
with che God. of Iſrael. This alſo was written for our learning. 
A very juſt and ſtriking emblem is this of che Chriftian. ' As veril 

as Jacob and Eſau were in the womb of Rebekah; ſo is the chrit 
tian the ſubject of two contending parties, the old and new man, 
Meſh and ſpirit. The life of each is oppoſite tb the other. Each 


1 


56 24-44 


To good and evil equal bent; Js d at; 
Sinful in nature, yet a ſaint. 


Hence the poor groning, burdened believer, like Rebekah, 
ofren goes to inquire of the Lord Jeſus; and, like Paul, in conflict 
of ſoul, is crying out, O wretched man that J am.“ Tea, like 
Rebekah, is ſometimes weary of his life, becauſe of the daugh- 
ters of Heth, the numerous progeny or corrupt laſts of the fleſh. 
Here is an evidence of ſpiritual.life. This is a full proof of the 
ſtrugglings of a ſanctiſied holy ſoul. Though the poor heart is cry- 
ing out, I a ſaint, I a member of the holy Jeſus, I a child of 
God. O ſurely it cannot be, If ſo, why am I thus? Know, G 
ſoul, chat it pleaſed the Father that all fulneſs of grace ſhould 
dwell in Jeſus. . He ſuffered thy fall into this ſtate, that he might 
raiſe thee by Jeſus. And he 1s pleaſed to leave thy ſinful nature, 
vile and, corrupt as he fbund it, until it ſhall be . ſown a vile bo- 
dy.” Thou art like Rebekah, waiting for deliverance. Suffice it, 
that thou live. by faith in Jeſus ; © wait in hope for the adoption, 
namely, the redemption. of our body.” Rom. 8.23. But yet thou 
art called in love, daily to . put off the old man with his deedg—to 
mortify the fleſh with its affections and luſts.“ But yet to reckon 
thylett* after Chriſt in thy new ſtate, poſſeſſed of perfect righteouſ- 
neſs and true holineſs, Here the Lord thy God delights in thee, 
ſees no ſpot, but perfect beauty. So ſhortly ſhalt Cy preſented, 
to the Father by Jeſus, perfectly holy and without blemiſh, not 
having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing.” Eph, 5. 7. 


SEPT. IT. (E330) © fn 


Fur ue ino that if our earthly bouſe f this taber- 
matle were diſſolved, ss hade 4 building" of God, on 


| bouſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
„ 


r 6.206 anon; ung 20 4 


At: 20 11 9 device of that. arch- -deceiver 8 to 9 10 
ET on of Jeſus 28 tending to melancho! Y. gloom and ſadnefs. 
As, experience proves the, reverſe. d under a ſenſe of 
I erte 5 del body, under views of its approaching diffolu- 
Tian, e thoughts of its being ſhortly committed, to. the ſilent 
prave3 bo Cad put on an air of pleaſure, joy and delight, except 
the” chiiftian ?'%w 6 ſuch Guſe: for ny felicſty, as he that 
knows bis feaſe is Schell ni 76h Exp expired of his preſent houſe, that 
merkt) If is to be pulled down; but yet, through the kindneſs 
und love of his Mavenſy Father, a free-grant of £3. eternal inhe- 
Tithnce 16 iven him,” of a houſe not made with hands? what com- 
fort muſt it t. yield" him, to know, the nature of the purchaſe, the 
of ies being btained, the ptice fully paid, the deeds 
fig med and ſealed, the Wan legally made, his truſtee Jeſus, 
pede, actually taken poſſeffion ; and more to have ( the earneſt 
of hi fhertligs in 15 heart by the Holy Ghoſt given unto him?“ 
Ol the joy of this knowl edge - 
Wain and trifling that this periming world has to offer, 
compared with = 8 which ſhall ſbortiß be revealed in us. 
Yea, not to be ſet in competition with the race that is.now upon 
us. And what can deprive ſuch an heir f his inheritance ? ſhall 
uin? bo; that is fully atoped for by the blood of Jeſus. Shall 
the world? no; he hath” the victory over that by the faith of Je- 
fas. Shall fatan ?. no; the * God. of peace will bruiſe ſatan un- 
der his feet RL "Rom, 16. 20. Shall the corruptions of his 
Nature and the workings of W ? theſe may diſtreis and make 
Nim rone, may 2258 with « doubts, but not difinherit. For un- 
belief alſo is Antag f in That promiſe, « Sin hall not have do- 
"Minor over aby of the children of God, for 115 are under 7 
Rom. 5. 14. and all ſuch are kept -by the. , power © 
throu faith nto HalVation;“ ant are bound to. ive continual 
«zh Es to the Father, who hath mage them meet to be 
partakers. of the. inheritance of the Kaints i in light.“ Col. „ 


There is a IVY dot made with hands, | "Shortly this priſox of my clay 
"+ Eternaf and on „ ee Miuſt be diſſc “d and fall; 
And here my ſpirit waiting ſtands Then, O my ſoul, with joy FOO 35: 
Til God ſhall bid it fly, Thy hear nlv Father's call, + 
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Seeing ſuch kind notice is taken of the converſation. of God- 


to be 
d good 


why is this ? Becauſe the end of their converſation was not re- 


membred, even, « Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame yellerday, to-day, and 
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conduct is mourned over 


SEPT. 13. (2866) 


\ 


Tbereſare ae. Gill allure: hen, and. bring ber 


| 2 the art. ond een e N ue n. 


Hates a. 14. Wes 


- "Carnal "eaſe | 
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gets WEE dual Hoth: ated proſperity often 
2 a Worldaly 1 gen. vain pleaſures, and ſenſual 
bs, Ae contrary. to the ſpiritual Alte thts, koly comforts, 
i ede een of of the foul Gr this: obſervation we have 
edce! your experience proves, it. It is ſeldom ſeen 
f Chriſt in gebena *orindividual genden in par- 
tigu! pe thrive and. rot er in foul, © when aft without is "eaſy, 
tous and; jay uf 10 the fleth:© Ken we wax fat and 

lake. and. 4h r eſteem 


4 at the hi ad" of! urch, er jealous' for liis- gloty, ever 
tchful” det in 10, Will. not ſuffer his ener to periſh 
200 a lurſeit from worldly. 'kindnefs. They ſhall. rather. bleed 
by 170 Javing ke f his hand, than fall a ſacrifice to the 
world and the rthly plants droop and wither by too 
great heat from the Tov.” * So ſpiritual 2 hang their heads and 
decline under the. warm ſunſhine of profperity. 
But, faith the Lord, who deli his the ſpiritual proſperit of his 
eople, I WIII allure them to my ſelf: I will perſuade of the evil of for- 
aking me the fountain of urig waters, and hewing out to them- 
felyes broken ciſlerns that will hold no water“ The world, with 
all its gaudy ſhew and glittering vanities, E will perſuade them 
1 and L will-allure to myſelf, the fountain of real happineſs, 
ſgurce of ſolid comfort, the centre of all felicity. The Savi- 
cur, who was led into the wilderneſs. to be tem pted for the ſoul, 


rock of our Alvation, 


| wall. lead the ſoul into the wilderneſs to wean it from its carnal de⸗ 


lights. In an afflicted, ſolitary, deſolate wildemeſs, where no- 
thing grows to pleaſe the fleſh, but all is inkſome ant diſagreeable 
tg nature, O how doth: God teach the ſoul the profitable leſſon of 


-confideration! former ſollies are refleted on with ſhame—paſt 
R e ſoul is brought again 10 this aer 
Gad=—feſus and ſalvtation becomes i ies cry. again. O that it were 


with-me as in months paſt? Föbis is right. The Saviour loves to 
hear his members thus bemoaning themſelves. Then is their ear 


| | Open, and their heart, attentive to: his voice. And he will ſpeak, 


not hat ſhe deſerves; \ 


hut eomfertably [friendly] unto: her, 


Luntosher heart.] 64 — an: wy am oy Oy” and wed great 


vation.“ Ga * 1 ** een 
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SEPT. 14. 2h ( 255 * 


And they fhall teach no more every man bis neipbbbur, 
and every man his brother, ſaying, Know the Lord: 


For they ſhall all know me, from the leaſt of them unto 


the greateſt of them, ſaith the Lord. Jer. 31. 34. 
The outwrird teaching of the word is to be prized. A diligent. 

attendance on goſpel: preaching is by no, means to be neglected,” 

Faithful miniſters of Jeſus, are to be eſteemed highly in love, for 


. their works ſake, Chriffian converſation is to he valued. None of 
theſe are ſpoken againſt by the Lord in this propheſy, No; the 


appointment of teachers by qur Saviour, the Spirit's ee 
bleſſing the word by inſtruments, to the teaching and conberſion of 
ſouls, plainly prove the contrary. But Jeſus, the ſubſtance, being 
come, the teaching by types and ſhadows, ſhould be no more; 
the miniſtration of the Spirit ſhould rake place of the miniſtration 
of the letter. Such ſhould be the effuſion of the Spirit after the 
aſcenſion of | Jeſus, that he ſhould. enlighten and teach with power 
and energy all the children of God. It is his office to glorify ſe- 
ſus—to make him known to the ſoul. And every believer in him 
has this unction, this anointing of the holy one the Spirit, which 
teacheth him all things, 1 John 2. 20. Hence the babe in Chriſt, 
as well as the father, is taught by the ſame divine Lord—taught 
to know Jeſus as the only ay alone Saviour taught the virtue of 
his precious blood, the perfection of his atonement, the glory of 
his righteouſneſs, and the completeneſs of his ſalvation taught 
to believe in his bleſſed name, and love his adorable perſon. 


O believer, in this abſolute declaration, they ſhall know me; 


here lies thy mercy. Jehovah ſpeaks with the voice of Omnipo- 
tence. The Lord effects by the power of his ſovereignty. There- 
fore his grace proved effectual to thy calling, thy teaching. How. 
vain, how fruitleſs, would all other teachers have proved? but 
the work is his; the comfort thine. Ever be concerned to reflect 
on the pride of thy nature, the obſtinacy of thy will, the blind- 
nels of thy underſtanding, the deſperate wickedneſs and unbelief 
of thy heart, and bow to his ſovereignty, and give the Lord 
the Spirit all the glory for what thou knoweſt of Jeſus as thy only 
hope and ſalvation. „ BEIT WEIS EST 


We bleſs the prophet of the Lord ., Hoſanna to thy gloriaus name, 


. 9 


That comes with truth and grace 2 Who call'd us by thy grace; 


Jeſus, thy Spirit and thy word Thy merties lay a ſow reign claim 
Doth teach us in thy ways. JI 0 our immortal praiſe. 


K k 


SEPT. 15. „ 


Feſus faid unto him, No man having put bis hand 


to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom 
of God. Luke g. 62. : ee -© 


The eye, though a little member, yet perhaps of all others is 
the greateſt inlet to temptation. The firſt; motion to ſin entered 
by-ſeeing- Eve ſaw the fruit was good and pleaſant. to the eye. 
Looking begat longing. 80 luſt was conceived. and brought forth 
Bun, and ſin when it was finiſhed, brought forth death. And when 
Satan dared to tempt Jeſus, he begun the attack hy preſenting to 
his view the kingdoms of the world and the glories thereof. See- 
ing this, what reaſon is there, with Job, to make a covenant with 
our eyes; and, with David, to pray daily, < Turn away mine 
eyes from brhalding vanity. No ſtate more awful than to ſet out 


in the beſt cauſe, and to turn back to the worſt enemy. The laſt 


end of ſuch is dreadful, Moſt deplorable indeed, to turn away 
ſrom following Jeſus, and to make ſhipwregk of faith and a god 
conſ ſcience: © An hart 3 N | | 


:Whetherhe be miniſter or diſciple, who hath put his hand to the 


pel - plough, if his eyes are attracted ta, and his heart allured after 
the luſt of the fleſh, che luſt of the eye, and the pride of life, 
theſe will render him unſit for the kingdom. of God; for theſe are 
as contrary to the Spirit, frame and genius of Jeſus and his king- 
dom, as heaven is to hell. No man can ſerve two ſuch oppoſite 
maſters. If thou haſt choſen Jeſus for thy portion and thy all, 
wherefore doſt thou look back to the world? What ſlight and con- 
tempt doth ſuch a conduct pour upon bleſſed Jeſus! It is a fad evi- 
dence the heart is not whole with him. The conduct ſpeaks 
Ioudly, as though there was ſomewhat deſirable in him and his 
ways; but not enough to win the heart wholly, engage the affections 
intirely, and fill the mind with happineſs completely. * If any man 
draw my ſoul, ſaith the Lord, ſhall, have no pleaſure in 
bim. And verily ſuch a ſoul can have no pleaſure in God. Whither 
then will he fly? to what refuge betake himſelf in the hour of ca- 
Jamity, and in the day of diſtreſs ? Oh! a forſaken Jeſus,.a lighted 
goſpel; and neglected ſalvation, will wound the conſcience with the 
neſt ſting. Bat, ſaith the -apoſtle, of all, the choſen mem- 
bers of Jeſus, who abide in him and follow him in the regeneration, 


« beloved, we are perſuaded better things of you, and things 


chat accompany ſalvation, though we thus ipeak.” Heb, 6. 9. 
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SEPT. 16. ( 259 ) 


Search the ſcriptures ; for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life; and theſe are they which teſtify of me. 
John 5. 39. Bo 


It was an excellent reply of a lady to a ſcoffing Infidel, who Kos 4 
9 


was venting profane banter upon the ſcriptures, and aſced, What 


proof ſhe could give of the truth of holy writ? « Yourſe!f, Sir, ſaid 
ſhe, is one: for it is written, There ſhall come in the laſt days 
ſcoffers, walking after their own luſts.” 2 Pet. 3. 3. Even ſatan, 
when he tempted our Lord, though he dared to pervert, yet he 
never attempted to deny holy ſcripture to be the truths of God. 
Shame to profeſſors who are ignorant of God's word, though eter- 
nal life is revealed therein. Even devils, who have no hope from 


the ſcriptures, ſeem well verſed in them. But may not Jonadab's 


queſtion to Amnon be put even to ſome of God's children, Why 
art thou, being a king's ſon, lean from day to day!?“ 2 Sam. 13. 
4. Leanneſs of ſoul comes on many through neglecting the 
nouriſhing truths of God's word. It is the rich feaſt of the Fa- 
ther's love. By it the ſoul is fed and nouriſhed up to eternal life. 
Verily, when we loſe our appetite for the ſcriptures, and they are 
not ſavoury food to us, it is becauſe our ſouls are diſtempered. 
They teſtify of Me,“ ſaith Jeſus. Is not that word enough? what 
ſo ſweetly, ſo powerfully engaging to the ſoul as when ſomewhat 
of the dear Saviour is to be learned from every page. The more we 
are acquainted with his precious perſon, his amazing love, his 
wonderful humility, his aſtoniſhing ſufferings, his finiſhed work on 
earth; fo-mych the more will he endeared to our hearts, and 


wie ſhall prize the word that teſtifies of him, and the Spirit that 


glorifies him; we ſhall think of him, love him, live upon him, 
live to him, long to be with him; ſo we ſhall beguile all our 
troubles and trials below : our hearts will be ſimple and happy; 


and our converſation and conduct more like the meek Lamb of 


God; fo ſhall we grow as Pharaoh's . kine, fat fleſhed and well- 


favoured, while we feed in God's meadow.” Gen. 41. 18. If we 


neglect the ſcriptures, that teſtify of Jeſus, no marvel if we enjoy 
not the comfort of the Spirit's witneſs of Jeſus. Whatſoever 
things were written aforetime, were written for our learning, [to 
this bleſſed end] that we, through patience and comfort of the 
ſcriptures, might have hope.“ Rom. 15. 4. | 


Great God! mine eyes with pleaſure Let the falſe raptures of the mind, 


look 5 hee loſt and vaniſh in the wind: 
| . On the dear volume of thy book; Here I can fix my hope ſecure; 


There my Redeemer's face I ſee, This i: the word and muſt endure, 
And read his name who dy'd for me. K | | 
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Ba yr are rome ro Jeſus the Mediator fi the. ners 
es and to the blood of ſprintling, which _ 
© FUE ings than the blood Ul Abel. Heb. 12, 24. 


ih 115.1 
nh,” 1 Heal "nd, aFedion for thelt* - blood Nader, i the 
bays cal led, for fire from heaven, «© 1 rebuked 
25 e not What manner of pi e are of.” 
7 0 5 58 thee is oem much heat of zeal Hr 1s Hot accord- 
know but little what evils they are called 
1 Mg 1 they are come to. It behoves all to be 
8 dings Hearne, 50 995 Rodying the truths of Jeſus. | 80 
$55 11e KY oyful hearts.” To fee, taſte, and 
bat of Jeſus 700 2 fav, the types and figures, the 
i 5 romiſes, and. the goſpel, is the chief concern of ſimple 
5 if ſha their "hearts be daily more and more eſtabliſhed in 
ſhall know'more afſuredly that they are come to 


Sr. 17. 


2 


go i 


= UE ye. read of Moſes. Wine the people, and crying 


Behold the blood of the ovenant,” Exod. 24. 8. this 
et 55 *. reminds us of the pardon of ſin by the precious 
od « dear Lamb, and how the ſprinkling of this blood puri- 
be Peart fro 12 in, and the copſelints from guilt by faith. 
= 15 acceptable ſacrifice of Abel, by which he obtained witneſs 
that he Was righteous, , brings to our. minds the moſt excellent ſa- 
crißce of | the hfe and death of our dear Saviour. This ſpeaks 
ies peace, love > and ſalvation. to our ſouls.” This filences 
puilty fears. This revives and comforts droo ing, trembling 
8 dow ing that eſys i is gur dear and leg Mediator 
before the throne, "This s gives boldneſs and confidence of free ac- 
SP, od, 80 we find "liberty and freedom in our hearts to Eraw 
1 50d, to love bim ang Fejoies 1 In him. Whatever oor various 
| frames and a are, our only wiſdom gp comfort 


5 n. imply: commending eſys, knowing 880 e are come 
to him, and” five by comin 0 him. | Is fin ou oc, grief and 
urdeh ? Jeſus, bas 2. plea for” it; he. does 'not e or excuſe 
it, HOI bf ſhould d. we ever do fo, ; but « ow n and cohfeſs'It with all its 
hy ravatio Ons; J for his blood Rada \ 1 nd it ſpe eaks be re the throne: 
t 0 1 0 be 375 fefſed witneſs to it. G how full of 
15 5 He Wa, ation ! f we | confeſs. our fins,” God is faithful 
ad Ju 5 1855 470 5 * and te 40 1 us en e 
ou 2 9 7 2 


tis 511g 2 11 1 e ods 5 * 709707 
© air ere 4 S010) 20g ert le bas Ala ty -ap bis name, 
Which Jeſus, did oath; Who bleſs'd us in Rist willy” 


85 65 


Tas purchas d. with 4 Syiog rena And to his, teſtament of loc 
And a indent? old bn. Made his gyn life the . 


aud by her, as the mother, children are brought forth, Iſa. 66. 8 


tion of his righteouſneſs, and the prevalency of his inte 


* 


81 r. is. (267) 1 


* 


until. Chriſt be formed in you. Gal. 4. 19. 


Many fincere diſciples, who are convinced of ſin, their hope in 
Werne cut off, and have fled to Jeſus as their only refuge, are 
alten diſtreſſed in ibemſelves, becauſe they have not been under 
ſouch dreadful terrors of legal wrath, which they hear others 11 
of, and whichare miſtaken for the pangs and travail of the bew. birt 
But there is no authority from ſeripture to conclude any perſon muſt 
haye ſuch. great terrors, fo deep a ſenſe of hell and damnation-erg 
he comes to Jelus, and belieyes.on him. "Nay, the law may work 
great wrath in the conſcience, and yer the foul never be converted 
10 Jeſus ad the holineſs. of the goſpel. The holy Spirit may 


My little children; of «whom I travail in birth again 


0 £+ 2 1 WP | I 1 ; , a ; 7 1-4 43S 
ereign agent. Enlightened, convinced ſouls, . under his ope 


2 


tions, are differently wrought upon herein. Some feel more, 


L - * 
aS 
* 
= 
4” * 
— * 


* 


others leſs terrors: but each ſee the ſinfulneſs of fin, their loſt tas 


by nature, the ſpirituality of the law, and the precionſneſs of 


Jeſas, before they will come to him. Upon ſuch the dear Saviour | 

« ſees the travail of his ſoul, and is ſatisfied.” Iſa. 53. 11. Zion, 

the church, in her living members, travails in faith and prayer, 
» 


"1 


8 


1 


Miniſters, in their painful labours and endeavours,” travail that 
boule may be born to Jes. 
Thus, laborious and affectionate Paul ttavailed in birth again 
for the apoſtatizing Galatians. He had been in pain for 
them, till they were bronght forth, at firſt, as a wy ſeed in their 
converſion to Jeſus, But now, O how was his ſoul grieved at 
their turning back again to the law! Children of God, though 
little in knowledge, and weak in faith, are as dear to Jeſus as the 
moſt grown and adult chriſtians; ſo are they to his faithful mi- 

niſters. But the Spirit, will not leave ſuch to abide in a feeble, 
infantile ſtate,, Miniſters labour and travail for their growth in 
grace by the knowledge of Jeſs. The gracious Spirit, by the 
word, forms Chriſt more perfectly in them. He increaſes a more 


= 


perſect knowledge and underſtanding of his finiſhed work and ſal- 


vation for them, in the full atonement of his blood, the perfecs 


ncy of on for 
their juſtification. and acceptance with God. And alſo in their 


ſanctifcation, he forms Chriſt in them more perfectly in his image 


and likeneſs, both in the diſpoſition of their hearts, and the con- 


formity of their lives. Thus children, who are born of the Spi- 
rit of Jeſus, are more and more conformed to their living Head in 
all things by the ſame Spirit, „ 
Glory to Oos the Spirit girte, > Our ſouls their heaw'nly birth derive, 


From whole almighty pow'e © And bleſs the happy hour. 
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Ser r. 19. (262) 


Fieſus ſaid unto bim, Wherefore didſt thou doubt? 


Mart. 14. 31. 


© "he beſt of men are but men at the beſt. The moſt eminent 
Hints of God have experienced doubting, fearful frames, as well 
as believing. joyful ones: We have many inſtances of this in the 
bold and. courageous Peter. We now conſider him, at the com- 
mand of his Maſter, walking fafely on the ſurface of the great 
deep. Here he honoured his Maſter's word, and was very com- 
fortable while he believed in his power. To ſee Peter walking 
upon the liquid ocean is not more beyond the power of reaſon ro 
comprehend and account for, than to ſee. a poor ſinner © walk by 
faith, and live by faith on the Sôn of God” comfortably ; in 
ſpite of all the raging waves of luſt and corruption. 

And as it was with Peter, ſo is. it oft with the believer. The 
work ings of Peter's natural ſenſes the ſuggeſtions of his reaſon 


- oppoſed the actings of his faith—he heard the roring winds—he 


faw the boiſterous wave:—he conſiders the bulky weight of his 
body - and reaſon aſſures him water cannot ſupport him. Hence 
he doubts, he fears, he ſinks. So the poor finner, who hath 
beard the inviting voice of Jeſus, and obeyed the word of his 
grace to believe on HIM, walks ſweetly and comfortably for a 
ſeaſon; but anon corruption, like the ſurging wave, lifts its 
threatning head—temptation, like the ſtormy wind, blows vio- 


lently upon him—the thundrings of a fiery law are heard—he | 


thinks incenſed juſtice purſues him, and that the face of Majeſty 
Jooks flern upon him—he reaſons .upon what he is, what he has 
done, and what he may expect, and all nature, ſenſe, and feeling 


is againft him. O then he doubts in his mind and ſinks in his 


ſpirits! But when he reflects Jeſus is above all, he is mighty to 
. Jave; then ſeeing all hope in him, and none beſide him, he cries, 


« Lord fave, or I periſh.” This is right. Our Saviour loves to 


hear his poor diſciples cry to him. He is near; and they are al- 
ways Within the reach of his arm. He loves their perſons—ap- 


proves their crying; but reproves their doubting. Wherefore 
didſt thou doubt? Though thy fins have reached to heaven, yet 


my blooa is before the throne. Who ſhall lay any thing to thy 


charge? It is God that juſtifieth ; who ſhall condemn thee ? I have 
died 3 hat ſnhall deſtroy thee, ſeeing I am able to ſave to the 


What tho' the ho of death and hell, A Friend and Helper ſo divine, 
All arm'd againſt me ſtood, | Does my weak courage raiſe ; 
Why ſhould their terrors ſhake my ſoul? He makes the glorious vict'ry mine, 
My refuge is my GGS. And his ſhall be the praiſe. 
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82 r. 20. (263) | 


Jeſus ſaith, If ye know theſe things, bapgy are ye if 


ye do them. John 13. 17. 


Jeſus is a prophet to teach, a prieſt to atone, and a king to 
reign, by love, in the hearts of his ſubjects. So a chriſtian receives 
the Lord Jeſus. And faith in him begets love to his doQrine, and 
obedience to his commands. Let no one call evangelical obe- 
dience legal bondage. For eyery precept that dropt from the 
mouth of Jeſus, flows from love to us. When he faith, ** Do 
this; it is for thy happineſs and good, O ſoul. Avoid that ;” 
love is careful of thee, „Do thyſelf no harm.” This is pleaſant 
to the renewed ſoul to bear, happine's to obey. Faith in Jeſus 
makes all things poſſible. Love to Jeſus makes all things eaſy, 
« His commandments are not grievous.” To know them is our 
privilege. To do them is our happineſs. ess. 
Say, O chriſtian, is not this thy experience? Art thou not hap- 
y in doing the will of Jeſus, who died for our fins ? Art thou not 
4h in obeying Jeſus, who hath made peace between God and 
thy ſoul by his blood on the croſs? Art thou not joyful in glori- 
fying thy Father who is in heaven, by bringing forth the fruits 
of righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt ? Verity in keeping 
thy commandments, O Lord, there is great reward; in grac 
[aan and happineſs of ſoul now, and hereaſter ſuch ſhall hear that 


- joyful ſentence from our loving Saviour, our glorious a 


« Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world.“ Matt. 25. 34. 
Then ſhall the works of the righteous be owned and proclaimed 
by the judge. Here is the proceſs ; they are called to inherit the 
kingdom. Why? Becauſe blefſed of God the Father with all 
ſpiritaal bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus. Hence the kingdom is prepared 
for them before the foundation of the world ; and in conſequence 
of being * bleſſed, . they do his commandments that they may 
have a night, or privilege (according to free-grace grant) to the 
tree of life.” Thus knowledge and practice is the very eſſence. of 
chriftjanity. Where Jeſus is the life of the ſoul; this will be 
manifet in the love of the truth, and obedience to the. command 

of truth. i nr og | C 


T hear thy word with love, For ever ſure thy promiſe, Lord, 
And J would fain obey : Here I ſecurely truſ. 
Send thy good Spirit from above : | 8 
To guide me leſt I ſtra y. Wdile of thy works I ſing 
985 Thy glory to proclaim, 


How perfect is thy word! | Accept the praiſe, my God and King, 


Sr. 2i. (264) 


Many there be which ſay of my ſoul, There is no Belp ; 
for bim in God. Selah. Pſalm 3. 2. | 
If David's enemies had ſaid of him, He deſerves no help from ; 
God, he would readily have owned this great truth. But as 4 
God's children are comforted by the truth, ſo the enemy of their ; 
ſouls adyances error and lies, in order to haraſs and diſtreſs them. 4 
When he attacks their faith and comfort, he makes a bold impeach- I 
ment of the love, faithfulneſs, and immutability of their God, 4 
* No help from me in God!” O my foul, canſt thou liſten to this : 
ſuggeſtion? canſt thou indulge ſuch a thought one moment ? f 
Art thon a diſciple beſet with diſtreſs of ſoul, and ſurrounded with 4 
- troubles and difficulties ? art thou ſinging ſuch a melancholy note? 3 
Selah, ſaith David: pauſe, conſider this; lift up thy mind to attend, | 


* 42 " 
* 1 


how diſhonourable to thy God! how deſtructive to thy faith, thy 
peace, thy love, thy holineſs is this? Know the voice of thine ene- : 
my. Hear the voice of thy God and Saviour. This word from ; 
him ſuits thy caſe, is adapted to thy circumſtances, however diſ- 
trefling or deſperate. * O Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf!” 

What is added? periſh in thine own undoings, take it for thy 

' pains? No: but almighty love proclaims its own triumph; our 

Ford and Saviour ſaith, But in me is thine help.“ Hoſea 13. g. 
Man is born to trouble as the ſparks fly upward.” And, when 
born again, he finds more enemies, and more troubles than ever. 

A finful nature burdens him, corrupt luſts perplex him, ſatan 
Tur by and accuſes him, unbelief beſets and dejects him; but moſt 
Joyful truth, God is his dear Father, Jeſus his precious Saviour, 
the holy Spirit his loving Comforter. And where ſſtould the poor 
finner 1 to whom ſhould the exerciſed afflicted foul go? 

Happy for him, when, with David, he goes with child-like ſim- 

licity, and tells his ſorrowful complaints to his Saviour, Lord, 

| Fu are they increaſed that trouble me! many are they that riſe 

up againſt me.” O my God and Saviour, they ſay of my ſoul, 

« There is no help for me in thee.” This is right; the Saviour 
%%% 

Thus his members are driven from all hope and help from 
within and without. Then they honour him in faith and prayer. 

As when the little child is terrified and afrighted with lying ſto- 

Ties, it flies to the arms of its father for ſafety, tells him of its 

fears, and then its little heart is at eaſe: So David found it ; ſo his 

experienced heart cries out, © Salvation belongeth unto the Lord: 

thy bleſſing is upon, thy people. Selah.” Thus, though a 
mournful complaint uſhers: in- this Pſalm, yet it concludes in the 
joy and triumph of faith. So ſaints ſhall always find, though 
weeping may endure for a night, yet joy cometh in the morning.“ 

„39. 5+ | e 
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| the thundrings of hell and damnation, are not, uſed” to foldiers 


SEPT. 22. (265 * 


2 


T beſeech you therefore, brethren, Ly the mercies _ , 


that you preſent hour bodies a living of ce, bal 1 
able 205 C "hich i is your reafonabl, Toes © ies: 
Juſt before our dear Saviour 155 his apoſtles on Sar „he 
gore, them this commiſſion, . Preach the goſpel :” Glad 5 
of the everlaſting love aud me:icy of God in Fatt 

100 poor ſinvers.” By this truth, through the power of 
Spirit, ſouls 75 bro upbr: to "repentance, ith and i RY 
5 y the ſweet force and conſtraining influence of the ſame truth 
;elievers are to be exhorted, , animated, and firred u to glo- 
Tify God 1 in their fouls and bodies which are, his. Anis Was 


the apoſtles practice. With what affection and love 57 they 


addreſs the members of Jefus? The ſoünd of Wrath and terror, 
in the camp of Jeſus. No, they. ate under 50 command of 
Love. They obey the calls of uzrcy. 80 St. aol beſecches. 
So we delight to hear. And from the moſt Fi erful: merive, 
e the mercies of God, we clearfully obey, an prefer pt our bo- 
dies a Iiving ſacffice?” upon that al tar u hi ich conſecrates the. 
gift: Even Jeſus: Holy if him, acceptable, chroug zh bim 1 unto. 
God. We own it“ our feaſonable 18 eryice:: - Wes are not. 
own. We acknowledge it our 7 5 1. "Chriſt hath bougfit 
us with the price of? is own, bl bod. „give power to obey, 
and command what thou wilt,” ate der, © 0 chriſtian, 419 ; 
thy poor ſoul was dead in treſpalſes and fins, thy body was a 
wretched flave to the drudgery. 'of ſatan and thy vile 08. 
Now a better Maſter . its ſervice. It is through 
God's mercies in Chriſt Jeſus thy ſoul is quickned, and "bY % 
the ſame mercies thay art wee to yield thy body as a 1 
ing ſacrifice. I 1s now the temple of the Holy Ghoſt, there: x 
fore conſecrated. to holy rpoſes. 12 b 
If David's heart was Fo firuck with the diſtinguiſhing favour # 
of being choſen 2 temporal king, 0 as joy fully to dance before | 
the ark, 2 Sam. 6. 21...0 conſider gur eternal mercies in 
Chriſt Jeſus, being made kings and prieſts unto, God... 
ec th meditation daily, hourly on this. How, could it 
ſect our Leal with love, raiſe our, rie in 8 h, 3; 32 
our affections with zeal for God and his 10 8 wu Pert 
mercies are not care 10 LA The general 9. Y 
know nothing of. them, therefore they Kern 0 1 Ofc 
then to approve yourſelves : as the.peculiar high . 
favourites of heaven; as the elect of God, 8 vet 1 a 
umility, and yet Ls” as kings ſons upon Wh Nair f | 
act as kings ſons, who dare not demean themſelves by a bie. 
tice beneath their dignity. 1 1 4 0 EE 


* 
- — Y 


* 
1 
1. 3 

1 
+178 
2 
4 L 

+ 

. 

. : 
1 
+8 
ws . 4 
x 
„ L 
1 
Fo 
bl: 

. 
"a x 
7 

i : 
* ++ 
A, þ % 
2 
uy; : 
* | 
2 ö 
A 'S 
x : 

1 

99 

1 

: 

. 4 

y N 

1 1 

44 . 

i} 

1 

1 x 

|) 

1 

N 

k 
4 . 
15d 

0:1 
a1 
mt 

4 ' 

1 
4 1 
* 
. 

8 N £ 
i 
„ 

IT i 

iu] : 

1 14 
1 

, 

5 

by © | 

1 

TS 
; j 
is ; 
1 

10144 

il 

IN 

3% : 

4 

L 

4 

„ 

0 

LY” 

tay 

N 

1 

4-4 

A 

; 
. 
by" 

4 

A 


! 
( 
[ 


| 
j 
N 
' 
104 
1 
[ 
. 
+ 
"1 
: 
4 
Fu 
We 


Szer. 2. (266) 


| Bleſſed are they who hunger and thirſt after righ- 


teouſneſs: for they ſhall be filled, Matt. 5. "=o 


To thirſt after happineſs is natural to man. To ſeek it 


from wrong objects is as natural. To deſire to eſcape a hell 


of pain and miſery, and to enjoy a place of eaſe and comfort 


3s equally natural. And if this may be called ſalvation, all 


men, ſooner or later, are willing to be ſaved, An implacable 
enemy to God, his truth, holineſs, and people, may wiſh to 
« die the death of the righteous, and that his laſt end may be 
like his.” This, man 1s capable of, as a rational intel- 
ligent being. And many 1 Ia ſeem yery religious, and 
much in earneſt in duties and performances, in order to be ſaved 
in thisway. But to defire ſalvation from God in a way of righte- 
ouſneſs, to N and thirſt after Jeſus, and e 
the righteouſneſs of God, the righteouſneſs of faith, this is 
the peculiar wiſdom of the juſt. The dead hunger not. Spi- 
ritual appetite is the property of new- born ſouls. But a na- 


tural man can as ſoon ſeek to fill his belly with the eaſt-wind, 


—— 


or allay his thirſt with the ſun-beams, as do this. 


To know oneg- ſelf to be a poor ſinner, without inherent righ- 
teouſneſs, to know and believe how and by whom it is to be ob- 
tained, and to hunger and thirſt after it, this lies at the founda- 
tion of true godlineſs, this enters into the eſſence of the religion 
of Jeſus. Such ſelf-emptied, hungry and thirſty ſouls are bleſſed; 
for they ſhall be filled: Filled with the knowledge of righteouſ- 


neſs, the love of righteouſneſs, the fruits of righteouſneſs, 


which are by Jeſus Chrift to the glory of God. They ſhall 
be filled with the ſweet ſenſe of peace with God, the joyful 


knowledge of the pardon of their fins, and acceptance with 


God. In a way of righteouſneſs they ſhall be filled with the 
Holy graces of God's Spirit on earth, and with all the fulneſs 
of God in glory. This is the heritage of the ſervants of 
the Lord, and their righteouſneſs is of me, ſaith the Lord.” 
Iſa. 54. 17. Sweet words of Jehovah Jeſus to hungry ſouls. 


What delightful fellowſhip and intercourſe ſubſiſts between 
Faithful hearts and loving Fe I 


| ſas, All righteouſneſs is of me: 
J have all fulneſs to beſtow, ſaith the Mediator. I daily need 


it, I hunger and thirſt after-it, faith the humble, dependent 


foul. As verily as the righteous man Jeſus wrought cut righ- 


teouſneſs for finful man, all poor, needy, ſtarving fouls, who 
come to Jefus, ſhall be filled with the bleſſings of righteouſ- 
neſs, for it is the delight of his ſoul “ to fill the hungry with 


good things,” while he ſends the rich empty away.” Luke 1. 


SEPT. 24. 


( 267 ) 


There is, therefore, naw no condemnation to them 
hat are in Chriſt Feſiis, Rom. 8. 1. 


It is a ſweet obſervation of Mr. Burkitt's, „ this chapter 
(ſays he) is a ſummary of evangelical duty, and a magazine of 
chriſtian comfort—it begins with no condemnation to believ- 
ers, and ends with no ieparation from the love of God.” It 
is natural for us to conceive, if we had never ſinned there 
could be no condemnation againſt us; but that now, though. 
we are ſinners, and are naturally under the condemning ſen+ 
tence of God's holy law, that yet we ſliould be freed from 
condemnation,-this our carnal reaſon cannot conceive, and 
therefore oppoſes it. But it is God's truth, and it is the joy 
of faith. This unfolds the great myſtery, we are one with Chriſt 
Jeſus, conſidered in Chriſt, beloved in Chrift, and choſen in 
Chriſt. This gloriouſly diſplays the attributes of God's juſtice 
and holineſs, while a full and ample diſcharge from condem- 
nation is obtained from his righteous law to all his members. 
Therefore that bleſſed name of Jeſus is above every name to 
them, and in this and every other matter of ſalvation, to him 
every believer's knee will bow, and his heart confeſs Chriſt is 
all in all. Rich privilege to be in Chriſt Jeſus! Unſpeakable 
happineſs to be freed from all condemnation ! Bleſſed ef- 
fects of covenant union with Chriſt ! Joyful experience of the 
grace of faith in Jeſus! To have ſuch a knowledge of Jeſus, 
and to paſs ſuch a judgment upon thy ſoul, O chriſtian, which 
the ſcriptures hold forth, is juſt and right. | 

As to Jeſus, how readeft thou? ＋ he Lord hath laid up- 
on him the iniquity of us all.“ Iſa. 8 3. 6. Chriſt bore our 
ſins in his own. body on the tree.“ 1 Pet. 2. 24. Chriſt ſuf-. 
fered, the juſt for the unjuſt.” 1 Pet. 3. 18. We have redemp- 
tion through his blood, the forgiveneſs of ſins. He was made 
lin for us who knew no fin.” Can we read this without fipg- 
ing a joyful triumphant challenge, Who ſhall lay any thing 
to the charge of God's eleQ ? It is God. that.juſtifheth : Who 
is he that condemneth ? It is Chriſt. that died, yea rather that 
is riſen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who alſo 
maketh interceſſion for us. Rom. 8. 33, 34. Here are the glo- 
rious triumphs, of faith. Thou art “ earnal, fold under fm.” 
Rom. 7. 14. In thy fleſh dwelleth no good: thing, though thou 


| haſt no reaſon for confidence in the fleſh; yet always abundant 


cauſe to rejoice in Chiiſt. Jeſus, for in him thou art viewed as 
:ighteous: in kim freed from al} condemnation. Thou art cal- 
led, O believex, ever to rejoice. in thy liberty—to evidence 
it, by walking not after 55 Ms but after the ſpirit, 
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S r. 25. . ( 268 ) 


not depart from me. Jer. 32. 40. 


T will put my fear in their hearts, that they ſhall 


Fear 1s a bleſling of the covenant of grace. Naturally the 
fear of God is not in our hearts; it is one black mark of an 
unregenerate perſon, he has no fear of God before his eyes. 
How awful! how deplorable is this! though the infinitely holy 
Lord has power to deſtroy both ſoul and body in he!l, though 
his wrath 1s revealed from heaven apainſt all ungodlineſs and 


unrighteouſnefs of men, yet naturally we fear not the power 


of the Lord, nor dread his wrath; nor are we at all ſenſible 
of our danger. What wonder of love! what matter of thank- 
fulneſs, that the Lord, by his Spirit, hath put his fear in thy 
heart, O chriſtian! The fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ing of wiſdom. 80 is it a grace the Father of love beſtows 
on his children. It is perfectly confiſtent with the ſtrongeſt 
faith, the moſt inflamed love, and the higheſt ſpiritual joy. 


Therefore, though by faith in Jeſus we are delivered from a 


ſervile flaviſh fear of God, which fills us with legal terrors 
arid a ſenſe of wrath ; yet we are poſſeſſed of a filial loving 
fear towards him, as a tender and affectionate Father. 

This fear ſhall dwell in the hearts of ſaints all their days. 
The exerciſe of this fear keeps ſouls from ſinning againſt the 


God of love. The bleſſed effect of it is, “that they ſhall never 


depart from me,” ſaith the Lord. Thy foul, believer, being 
rooted and grounded in the truth as it is in Jeſus, and the 
way of righteouſneſs, liſe and ſalvation, through faith in his 
blood, by the holy Spirit, ſhall never depart from this good 
old way of the Lord into by-paths of human errors, and 
deſtructive ways of total apoſtacy and final unbelief. The 
Lord's fear ſhall- preſerve thee in the Lord's truth. Though 
thine enemies, the world, the fleſh, and the devil ſhould ſur- 
priſe thee into fin againſt the Lord thy God, and draw thee 


from ſweet communion with him; yet ſhalt thou fear to * lie 


down in thy ſhame, while confuſion covers thee:“ but ſhalt re- 
member Jeſus ever lives to ſave to the uttermoſt all ſinners who 


come unto God by him. Thou ſhalt fear to {eek to any other 
object but him; ſo ſhalt thou return, by faith and repentance, 
to him. Happy is the man that feareth always.“ Prov. 28. 14. 


Sav#tion is for ever nig Chriſt's righteouſneſs is gone before, 
he ſouls that fear, and truſt the Lord; To give us free acceſs to God; 

And grace, deſcending from on high, Our wand'ring feet ſhall ſtray no more, 

Freſh hopes of glory ſhall afford. But mark his ſtegs, and keep the road. 
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Szrrr 26. (269) 


For w0e who have believed do enter into ræſt. Heb. 4. 3. 


Where Chriſt is known and believed on in the heart, eaſe 
and reft is enjoyed in the conſcience. 'Therefore Jeſus 1s 
eſteemed a precious Saviour. And the operations of the Spirit 
prove that he is the comforter, by thus leading us to Chriſt. 
Hence faith and experience go hand in hand. There remain- 
eth for the people of God a reſt, perfect and uninterrupted 
in glory. We have the earneſt of the inheritance of it on 
earth, by faith; and while we abide in Jeſus, we enjoy reſt. 
O who 1s able to conceive? who can deſcribe the tumult of 
conſcience, the diſtreſs of ſoul, under a feeling ſenſe of fin 


and fear of wrath ? None can, but the heart which knoweth 


its own bittergeſs. Who can expreſs the ſweet peace, the calm 
repoſe, of that ſou}, who finds reit in Jeſus? It is a joy which 


a a ſtranger intermeddles not with. 


It was the appointment of God under the law, Deut. 24. 5. 
„ when a man hath taken a new wife, he ſhall not go out to 
war for one year.” It is ſometimes the caſe with the children 
of faith, when. they are firſt married to the Lamb, and have 
juſt entered into his reſt. The ſound of war is not heard in 


their camp for a ſeaſon. Jeſus keeps their ſouls in.undiſturbed 


repoſe. No enemy is ſufiered to annoy them. The ſweet 
ſound of the jubile trumpet hath proclaimed in their hearts 
full freedom and liberty from the guilt of ſin, the bondage of 
the Jaw, and the tyranny of ſatan. Hence they are apt to 
conclude their enemies are all dead, and they ſhall ſee war no 
more. But it is not ſo. Their enemies live and are mighty. 
Bleſs Jeſus for reſt. Fear not thine enemies. Know thou 
muſt continue in the militant ſtate, whilſt in the fleſh. But 
here is the myſtery of faith, to triumph in the victory of 
Jeſus. Whilſt all without, and much within are in arms againſt 
the ſoul; yea, though troubled, diſtreſſed, perplexed, on 
every ſide. Fightings without, fears within. Yet though 
there is no reſt from any other quarter, yet it is the ſweet pri- 
vilege of diſciples to reſt in Jeſus. Saith Paul to the dear 
children. You who are troubled reſt with us.“ 2 Theſſ. 
1. 7. Abide in Jeſus, reſt ſatisfied. Shortly your Jeſus 
ſhall be revealed from heaven, to deſtroy all your enemies, 


and to make you for ever happy in his reſt in glory. . Diſ- 


ciple, indulge not a murmuring thought againſt thy Sove- 
reign. Expect no reft any where but in him. If the world 
{miles, it is pleaſing to the fleſh, but it often proves a. ſnare. 
to the ſoul, Therefore ſaith thy ever-loving Jeſus, ** In the 
world ye ſhall have tribulation ;” that is his legacy. Here is thy 
rich, thy never. failing portion, . In me you ſhall have peace.” 
John 16. 33. | 6 31015" ee 
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SEPT. 27. (270 ) 


Thus feith the Lord God, Bebold, I lay in Zion for 


a foundation, a ſtone, a tried ſtoue, a precious corner- 
ions, a ſure foundation: be that believeth ſhall not 


make baſic. Ita. 28. 16, 


A day is coming when every man's work ſhall be tried. The 
foundation of the Lord ſtands ſure. But every other founda- 
tion ſhall be deſtroyed. He who is built on Jeſus, and derives 
all his hopes of life and falvation from him, is ſafe in time, 
and fecure to all eternity. Before men begin to build, they 
draw a plan ; and every wiſe builder looks carefully to the 
foundation, for on this depends the ſafety of the ſuperſtructure. 

The plan of ſalvation was drawn in the eternal council. It is 
founded in the love of the Father, effected by the obedience. 
and ſufferings of the Son Jeſus, Hence what was contrived 
in infinite Wiſdom above, is laid as a foundation in the church 
below, by the love and power of the Spirit the comforter. It is 
his peculiar office to lay this foundation in Zion, and to ma- 
nifeſt and make known to the prophets and apoſtles, teachers 
and ſaints, that Jeſus is the only foundation. As a ſtone, for 


' ſtrength, A tried ſtone, approved of by the Father, and by 
his children in all ages. A precious corner-ſtone. The or- 


nament and beauty, as well as ſtrength and ſecurity of the 
whole church. Precious is Jeſus in all his offices to them that 
believe. A ſure foundation. Sute to all the feed. Certain 
to all the purpoſes of their ſalvation. And as the Lord the 
Spirit lays this foundation in the church, in the truth of dor- 


trine; ſo alſo in the faith and experience of redeemed ſouls. 


What the word ſpeaks of Jeſus, that they prove and find bim 
to be. This is their mercy. He that believeth ſhall not make 
haſte.” Such is his ſerenity and compoſure of mind, that he 
ſhall not be frightened, in times of diſtreſs and calamity, to 
quit his 'confidence in Jeſus—he ſhall not be aſhamed of his 
hope in the Lord. Being well fatisfied that Jeſus reigns, and 
that the government of his church is upon his ſhoulders, and 
the reſidue of the Spirit is with him; he will patiently wait, 
and quietly hope for the fulfilment of every promiſe. Sin and 
fatan ſhall not overcome the behever in life. In the awful ar- 
ticle of death he ſhall not be afraid, becauſe his heart ſtandeth 
faſt believing in the Lord. And when Jeſus his friend ap- 
pears, he ſhall fland forth with boldneſs; and ſhall find an 


abundant entrance into the preſence of God and the Lamb, to 


live, and love, and reign, in glory for ever and ever. 
O for a ftrong and laſting faitnk To build upon God's only Son, 
To credit what thY* Almighty fafth, And call his rizhteouſneſs my own, 


ExpT. 28. (9p) Ts 

But the Gomforter who is the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father 
will ſend in my name, he ſhall teach you all things, and bring 
all things 1d your remembrance, whatſoever I have ſaid unto 


you. John 14. 26. 


Our bleſſed Lord here gives his difciples the cleareſt diſco- 
very of the ever-glorious three perſons, in covenant for the 
ſalvation of loſt finners. In the knowledge of this hes all our 
hope. From the belief of this fprings all our comfort. In the 
Jove of this our heaven is begun upon earth. For the know- 


ledge, belief and love of this truth in our hearts, we ate 


wholly indebted to the Comforter. He teaches all things, not 
by any new lights or freſh revelations, which he beſtows on 
any man: But he graciouſly inſtructs our minds, and comforts 
dur hearts, by the ſame light of trath and love, which beamed 


Forth in the beginning in the firſt promiſe ; and which ſhone 


brighter and brighter in prophecies, types and ſhadows of the 
covenant, until the ſubſtance, Jeſus, was come; then the canon 
of revealed truth was compleated by the apoſtles under the 
teaching of the holy Spirit: the ſubſtance of which is, the 
things which Jeſus ſpake, did and ſuffered, on our account, 
as onr ſubſtitute, and for our ſalvation. | | 
It is the peculiar office of the Spirit to glorify Jeſus, and to 
ſanctify our ſouls. This he doth by the word of truth: Teach- 
ing our minds of the Father's eleQting love, as centering in 


_ Jeſus, and directing our eyes to him, as made of God to us, 


wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification and redemption. Let 
no man deceive us with expectations of any revelations from 
heaven, of new'treths to comfort us, but ever fay, with Paul, 
« though we or an angel from heaven preach any other goſpel 
unto you, than that ye have received, let him be-accurſed.” 
Gal. 1. 8. Let us prize and ſtudy God's word, for in and by 
that the Spirit teacheth and comforteth our minds. In everlaſt- 
ing love, and rhe moſt ancient truth he eſtabliſneth us. We are 
poor fifiners Trom day to day. We feel many things in and 
around us to deject and diſtreſs us. When we remember what 
fin hath done tous, brought upon us, and what it expoſech us to, 
and our poor hearts are in fears and doubts, what will become 
of us: © chen the bleſſed Comforter brings to our minds and 
conſeiences the tranſcendently rich love of Jefus, what he un- 
dertobk, ſpoke and did in life, and ſuffered in death, and 
Tall Hives to plead in our behalf before the throne. O the 
heart - felt joy of this! So he relieves our minds and-refrefhes 
our ſpirits, rough the faith of Jeſus, in the knowledge and 
love of the truth. So he teaches us ſelf-deſpair ; animates us 
with cburage to go on In the path of holineſs, and fortifies our 
minds to withſtand all that is againſt us. Gneve not the holy 
Spirit of God, whereby ye are ſealed unto the day of re- 
demption.” Epheſ. 4. 33 | 


SEPT. 29. (29 


Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the fleſh, 


20 live after the fleſh. Rom. 8. 12. 


_ - Chriſtianity teaches us, to owe no man any thing. He is a 


rudent man who keeps his accounts clear, and knows to whom 
be is indebted. He is a grateful man, who acknowledges fa- 
vours with juſt ſentiments. If this 1s neceſſary and commen- 
dable in the-ceconomy of this ſhort life: how much more ſo 
in things of a ſpiritual and eternal nature ? how wiſe, how 
Juſt is it to render to all their dues? if we are debtors. to the 
fleſh let us ſerve that; but if we are debtors to the Lord, it is 
then our duty and privilege to ſerve him. What oweſt thou, 
O chriſtian, to the fleſh ? verily neither ſuit nor ſervice. 
But alas! thou haſt obeyed its ſinful motions, gratified the 
corrupt luſts thereof, and what haſt thou reaped for it but ſhame 
and ſorrow? This is the fruit that ſin and folly bears. The 
fleſh, with its corruptions and luſts, is at enmity to thy God, 
and at war againſt thy ſoul. Willingly to give place to ſuch 
an enemy, to fulfil the luſts, and live after the ſinful deſires 
of the fleſh, will moſt aſſuredly weaken thy confidence in Jeſus 
and bring death upon thy peace and comfort. Vea, if ye live 
after the fleſh ye ſhall die. The Lord ſtrengthen us daily to 
deny its demands, and to mortify its luſts; for we are not 
debtors to the fleſh; but to the ſpirit; debtors in an immerſe 
ſum of love and gratitude. Time can never diſcharge it. 
With inexpreſſible joy and delight we ſhall ever be paying 
this debt through a never-ending eternity. EA 
The goſpel . of the grace of God is no licentious doctrine, 
It ſets at liberty it is true, but it is from the moſt galling 
yoke, and moſt ſervile drudgery to fin and luſts; but yet it 
inds the ſoul in the ſweeteſt bonds of grateful ſervice and 
loving obedience to Jeſus the beſt of maſters. For what oweſt 
thou to the Spirit, O chriſtian ? write upon thy heart, even 
all my preſent peace, all my future hopes. For he it is who 


convinced thee of ſin, revealed to thee the love of God in 


Chriſt. gave thee power to. believe on Jeſus, grace to repent. 
He fills the with joy and peace in believing, bears witneſs with 
thy ſpirit, and aſſures of thine adoption to be a child of God; 
und it is through his influence only thou art able to mortify the 


deeds of the. fleſh, to love thy God. and Saviour, and live to his 


glory. And canſt thou deliberately grieve the Spirit, this bleſſed 
inbabitant, this loving comforter, by yielding ſervice to thy 
inbred : enemy? O with what fire of indignation againſt Juſt, 
with what warmth of affection to his God doth Joſeph cry out, 
under the ſollicitations of a ſtrong temptation, How can I do 
this great wickedneſs, and ſin againſt the beſt of maſters? 
againſt my own ſoul ? no, but againſt my moſt kind, moſt 
loving and eternal friend, the Lord my God!? Gen. 29. 9. 


SEPT. 30. 


E 


As fin bath reigned unto death, even ſo might grace 
reign through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by Chriſt 
Jeſus our i 


Sin, like ſome mighty conqueror, hath obtained a victory over 
the whole human race. All men are naturally under and well 
pleaſed with its reign and government. But ſovereign almighty 

race dethrones this uſurping monarch in the hearts of the elect, 
triumphs aver its ſpoils and conqueſts; delivers their poor captive 
ſouls from its dominion, and reverſeth the ſentence of death they 
were under. And all this is effected in a juſt and righteous way. 
For though ſalvation is all of grace to poor finners ; yet eternal 


life is a juſt debt, due to the blood and righteouſneſs of Jeſus 


Chriſt. He hath a right to challenge it from the hands of juſtice. 
And he doth ſo in his prayer, Father, I will that they whom 
thou haſt given me be with me where I am.” John 17. 24. 

To think of doing ſomething to procure the favour of God, and 
merit a title to eternal life, this we are prompted to from the 
pride of our natures, and unbelief of our hearts. But ſuch notions 
ever oppoſe the Lokal of grace, reſiſt the Spirit of truth. degrade 


the glory of Jeſus, depreciate the perfection of his finiſhed work, 


and make the God of truth a liar. But thou, O believer, art not 
ſaved without a perfect righteouineſs in obedience to the law of 
God. And, through faith in Jeſus, thou haſt a juſt challenge and 
humble claim founded upon his righteouſneſs to eternal life. O 
the rich triumphs of abounding love! how glorious is the victory 
of ſovereign grace! Soul, thou muſt fink into nothing at its dif- 
covery; yet riſe into a glorified ſubject from the knowledge and 
experience of it. From the inexhauſtible fulnefs -of Jeſus we 
receive grace for grace; and this by the faith of the operation of 
God the Spirit. Whilſt thou, O ſinner, deſtitute of righteouſneſs 
in thyſelf, art worthy of death, yet enjoying the ſweet comfort of 


the reigning power of grace, how ought it to be the daily ſtudy 


of thy heart, the conſtant and ſteady pactice of thy life, to 
give all the glory where only it is juſtly due? To the Father, for 
everlaſting love; to the Son, for everlaſting righteouſneſs; and ta 
the Spirit, for . everlaſting conſolation and good hope through 
grace. And the more thou art enabled to live upon the divine 
truth and faithfulneſs of the covenant, as revealed in the word, 
and ſhining with ſuch luſtre in the perſon of Jeſus, thou wilt 
become dead to every hope but him; out of conceit with all righ- 
teouſneſs but his, and thou wilt be finging in triumph with the 


Church, «I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my foul ſhall be 
joy ful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of 


ſalvation, and with the robe of righteouſneſs.“ Ifa. 61. 10. 
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Oer. 8 ( 274 ) 


Caſting all your care upon bim, for be careth for you, 
13 EX 5. 7. 1 


We are now called to confeſs Jeſus in a day of mildneſs. The 
fury and rage of perſecution is reſtrained. Bonds and impriſon- 
ments do not await us. Vet we muſt not think to be exempt 
from trials and difficulties of various kinds. The adverſary is not 
dead. Nature's luſts and corruptions are alive, and daily fight- 
ing againſt us. The love of Jeſus is ever accompanied with the 
world's hatred. Diſciples of Jeſus are not meer ſtoics. They 
will feel the exerciſe of theſe things mote or leſs. Sometimes it 
may be their lot, like the diſciples, to be in the midſt of a fea 
of troubles; toſſed with the waves of difficulties; and the wind 
of providence ſeems contrary to them; and to the eye of nature 
— ſenſe, Jeſus ſeems aſleep to their ſorrows, as though he in- 
termits in his kind love to them, and tender care over them. 
Here is the trial of faith. But this grace never conſults nature and 
appearances: it looks through all to the everlaſting love and als 
mighty power of Jeſus: knowing he can fave from the uttermoſt 
depth of diftreſs to the uttermoſt height of comfort. 

So triumphs the church under all her tribulations, «I will 
look unto the Lord: I will wait for the God of my ſalvation : my 
God will hear me. Rejoice not againſt me, O mine enemy : 
when 1 fall, I ſhall riſe; when I fit in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall 
be a light unto me.” Micah 7. 7, 8. Sweet eonſeſſion of faith, 
under very diſcouraging views. But while the Lord cates for us 
what can harm us? and while we caſt our every care on him, we 
obey his will, honour his word, and reap from the heavenly 

plant the bleſſed fruit of heart-eaſe. How compoled did the three 
children of faith ſtand before the wrathful monarch ? how eaſy 
their minds under the dreadful threatning of a fiery furnace! how 
calm their reply! „O king, we are not careful to anſwer thee in 
this matter!” the Lord careth for us. We caſt all our care upon 

him. Judge then of Jeſus? care for finners by his love to them. 
Ever remember, while we were enemies, his blood atoned for our 
ſins. Can we believe his love to us, and doubt of his care for us! 
O how unreaſonable is unbelief ! nay, but if we had no corrup- 
tions to conflict with, no troubles to exerciſe us, no burdens to 
bow us down, no cares to beſet us, no fears to attend us, great 
part of God's word would be uſeleſs; but as we are not to expect 
total freedom from theſe things, the exhortations of the word 
are ſuited to our ſtate, and direct to a loving Friend, whom we 
are to believe and honour by obeying his kind invitations : Under 
every diſtreſs Jeſus ſaith, Come unto me.” Matt. 11. 8. 


be Printer begs the reader to py an error; namely, in the next Peg · 
read Oct. 2. and the error continues to Oct. 16. He 
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At that day ye ſhall know that I am in my Father, 
and you in me, and I in you, John 14. 20. | 


Ocr. 2 


To every thing there is a ſeaſon, and a time for every 


purpoſe under the ſun.” Eccleſ. 3. 1.“ God hath made every 
thing beautiful in its time,” ſo the Spirit of inſpiration teacheth 
by the royal preacher, Eccleſ. 3. 11- In the beginning 
of time God created all things by Jeſus Chriſt ; in the fulneſs 
of time, the Son of God was made fleſh ; dwelt among us for 
a time; and at the end of it finiſhed ſalvation for loſt guilty 
ſinners. His glorious work of redemption is ended upon 
earth. But the man Jeſus ever lives in glory, and therefore 
his members mult be made ſpiritually alive upon earth. To 
him they muſt all be gathered. There is a day of grace ap- 
pointed them. A time, a ſet time to, favour them. Pſalm 
110. 3. A day of power, wherein they are made willing 
to come to Jeſus, and chooſe him for their only Saviour: And 


. truſt in him as their only hope and their all. But“ all ' theſe 
= worketh that one and the ſelf-ſame Spirit, dividing to every 


man ſeverally as he will.” 1 Cor. 12. 11. Various are the 
ſpiritual Ratures of God's children. Different are their degrees 
of light, faith, knowledge and love. As in the creation of 
nature, in the firſt day's work light was produced, perhaps 
imall and glimmering ; but that glorious - laminary the ' ſun, 
was not *till the fourth day. So is it in the ſpiritual new crea- 
tion of the ſouls. - Our Lord?s firſt diſciples, though they had 
light enough to ſee him as the true Meſſiah, and to come to 
him, and follow him; yet it is amazing to read how often 
they appeared dark and confuſed in their minds about many 
things which concerned his perſon, ſufferings and kingdom. 
It is juſt the ſame now. Many are his fincere diſciples; but 
are very weak in faith ; know very little of the | Agro com- 
forts of his kingdom; are often ſadly perplexed and haraſſed 


in their minds with doubts and fears. Still they cleave to 


Jeſus. They love to hear of his precious name and glorious 
ſalvation. Their hearts can be ſatisfied with nothing elſe. 
Hence it is plain the light hath ſhined, and the glory of the 
Lord is riſen upon them: But they muſt follow on to know - 
the Lord. There ſhall be a day of Pentecoſt, a day of meridian 


| light, wherein they ſhall know) even as they are known —aſſu- 


redly know that there is a. mutual indwelling of „ Chriſt in 


them, and they in Chriſt ; and the: Spirit'wilLbear witneſs to 
mer ſpirits, that they are the children of God, Rom. 8. 16, 
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And the work of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace; and the ec of 
righteouſneſs quietneſs, and afſurance for eber. Ila. 32. 17. 


The light of this day aſſures us the ſun is riſen upon the 
earth. 'That is not a more evident truth in nature, than this is 
in reaſon; that innocence, once loſt, can never be regained by 
all that ſinful man can do. Conſequently no peace can ſubſiſt 
between a holy righteous God and guilty, unrighteous man. 
There is no peace, faith my God, to the wicked.” But who 

are the wicked? All who, through unbelief, reject the truth as 

it is in Jeſus. It is the eſſence of wickedneſs to oppoſe a righ- 
teous God, to ſet themſelves againſt the righteouſneſs of Jeſus, 
and go about to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, and not ſub- 
Mit to the righteouſneſs of God. Hence their conſcience is 
.defiled with guilt, their hearts impure, and their lives unholy. 
Yet pride blinds their eyes, and ſelf-righteouſneſs deludes their 
hearts with a falſe peace. For as there is but one atonement 
for ſin, the precious blood-ſhedding of Jeſus ; ſo there is but 
one righteouſneſs, even the perfect righteouſneſs of Jeſus, by 
which ſinners are made righteops. God imputes no other, 
His law is honoured by no other. The ſcriptures reveal no 
other. Faith receives no other. The Spirit bears witneſs to no 
other. Sinners have no other in which they enjoy peace with 
God. But viewing and poſſeſſing the work of Jeſus, through 
faith, their minds feel and enjoy a peace which paſſeth all 
- underſtanding. _ 2 Ds” ; 
There are many things, from a ſinful nature, ſatan and 
e law, which tend to diſquiet their minds daily. But this 
is the bleſſed effect of Jeſus? righteouſneſs ; it brings cafe 


and tranquility. to the mind. This comforting thought, 


I am righteous. My Father hath brought forth, and put on me 
the beſt robe, which Jeſus my elder brother wrought out for me. 
This quiets my mind, I am eaſy and ſatisfied. I can ſeek no 
better righteouſneſs, I dare truſt in no other. And this righ- 
teouſneſs is preſented with the eleareſt evidence, the ſtrongeſt 
confidence, the fulleſt aſſurance, The triumphs of Jeſus! reſur- 
rection proclaim its acceptance .with God. The Spirit teſtifies 
of it in the word, and gives aſſurance of ſalvation by it in the 
hearts of the faithful. Hence the holy boldneſs and happy re- 
joicing of faith before a righteous God. David's addreſs to 
Jeſus is, My mouth ſhall " forth thy righteouſneſs and thy 
ſalvation all the day. I will make mention of thy righteouſneſs, 
even of thine y.“ Pſalm 71. 15, 16. As there is but one 
faith, ſo ſaints in all ages had but one object to look to for righ- 
teouſneſs, even Jeſus. Therefore holy Paul prays, « that I 
= be found in him, not having mine own rightecuſne!s.” 
1 : 


e 
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All things are lawful unto me, but all things are 
not expedient : all things are lawful for me, but I will 


Oct. a. 


not be brought under the power of any. 1 Cor. 6. 12. 


The conftraiats of love and the jealouſy of fear ſweetly unite 
in the believing heart. Where the faith of Jeſus prevails, love 
conſtrains. It holds and keeps us in our ſtation and duty, as 
ſoldiers are kept together under a banner or enſign diſplayed. 
What chearfulneſs and activity of foul do we experience, when 
we find, and feel, and ſay, with the church in the Canticles, chap. 
2. 4. his (Jeſus) banner over me was love.” Then how ſweet 
do we judge and determine our conduct by the law of Chriſt, 
which is love? This excites a holy jealouſy, a godly fear, leſt 


wie ſhould allow ourſelves a latitude in things in themſelves in- 


different, to the wounding and hurt of our brethren and fellow- 


foldiers, Though all things of an indifferent nature, which 
axe innocent In them 


ſelves, are lawful to us ; yet the cauſe and 
intereſt of our. dear Saviour, and the good and edifying of his 
beloved members, ſhould (being ever near our hearts) make us 
reflect on the expediency of them. 

How narrow is the path of duty! yet is it pleaſant to the 
faithful ſoul. _ For Jeſus hath ſtrewed it with the fragrant fruits 
of peace, love and glory. Peace from God, and with our bre- 
thren. Love to God and one another. While we walk ac- 
cording to this rule, we bring glory to God who hath called us 
by Jeſus Chrift to glory ; and who will alſo affuredly glorify us 
together with himſelf. | „„ 

What care and circumſpection becomes diſciples in their daily 
walk, that they give none offence, neither to the Jew, nor to 
the Gentile, nor to the church of God; the eyes, not only of 
God, angels, and devils are upon us; but the eyes of men alſo, 
our brethren and our oppoſers. Did the Rechabites wholly 
abſtain from wine, becauſe Jonadab, their, father, commanded 
them, ſaying, Ye ſhall drink no wine ? Did the Lord honour their 
obedience in this indifferent thing with his approbation? Jer. 35. 
How much more will Jeſus honour his diſciples, who, with an 
eye to his glory, and his members good, abſtain from things 
that are not expedient ? Thou free-man of the Lord, with a 
holy reſolution, aſſert thy dignity. I will not be brought under 
the power of any thing contrary to the love of Jeſus. Happy 
is he who ſeeketh not to pleaſe himſelf, but to profit others. 
* Happy is he that condemneth nat himſelf, in that which he 
alloweth.“ Rom. 14. 22. 


and quiet. 


deſtroy unſtable ſouls.” 0 
Lord, Depart ye, depart ye, this is not your reſt.“ Come 
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And there came a voice unto him, and faid, What 
doeſt theu Here, Elijah ? 1 Kings 19. 13. 


The prophets, as well as the children of the Lord, are 
ſometimes found where they - ought not to be. Elijah had 
now taken up his reſidence. in a cave in the wilderneſs. 
What work could he do for his maſter here ? what glory could 
he bring to his name in a barren. mountain? here were no 
| lambs of God's flock to be gathered: no ſheepof Chriſt's paſture 

to be fed: no torn ſheep to be healed and nouriſhed by his 
word and doctrine, It ſeems, as though he thought all his 
work was at an end;. his zeal quite worn out ; jay in a fit of 
fear, unbelief and defpondency he retreated from public op- 
poſition, to the dreary manſions of a mountaneous cave, for reſt 
But the Lord followed him: Cauſed him to hear 
Calls him to new work: Endues him with freſh 
ſt-ength: And animates him with the pleaſing aſſurance, that 
he had ſeven thouſand faithful ſervants yet in Iſrael. 

See the effect of judging according to appearances. Carnal 

reaſon is a bad judge in ſpiritual things. The wiſdom of the 


his voice; 


fleſh ever determines contrary. to the wiſdom of God. Be- 


ware of your frames, O diſciple. If on the mount, in the ſun- 
ſhine of comfort be not vain. and confident, with 1 ſhall 
never fall.” If in the gloomy valley, where light and joy is ob- 
ſcured; be not caſt down and dejected. The Lord reign- 
eth. Rejoice in him.” Though clouds and darkneſs are round 
thy God and Saviour, yet righteouſneſs and judgment are the 
habitation of his throne.” Pſalm 97. Above all, beware of 
thy conduct. Fly not to places of ſinful vanities, and vain 
gratifications. Theſe can never profit thy ſoul. . Nay, if dark 
and uncomfortable, what canſt thou expect but to be darker 


fill? this is a farther remove from the Saviour's love and pre- 


ſence. What canſt thou expect, but this cutting reproof; this 
keen interrogation, “ thou man of God, what doſt thou here? 
If Elijah was reproved for being in a barren wilderneſs, how 
canſt thou anſwer it to God, thy oving Saviour, for being found 


on worſe than barren ground; where the alluring 1 —4 the 


Poiſonous weeds of 905 8 „in abundance to beguile and 
ſoul, hear the call of thy beloved 


out from among them, and be ye ſeparate, faith the Lord, and 


touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you: and I will 


be a Father unto ybu, [ye ſhall enjoy the ſweet knowledge af 
1 and ye. ſhall be my ſons and daughters, ſaith the Lord 
Almighty.” 2 Cor, 6. 17, 18. | 
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Let us lay afide every wei ght, and the fin which dath 


ſo eafily beſet us. Heb. 12. 1. 


Chriſtian, thou art called to run a race. The eyes of innu- 
merable ſpectators are upon thee; and the powers of many ene- 


mies againſt thee. But fear not. In the ſtrength of Jeſus, 


3 the power of faith, thou ſhalt obtain the prize, even 
the ſalvation of thy ſoul. It is thy wiſdom to know thy foes, 
and to guard againſt them. To know thine own vileneſs and 
inſufficiency, and to look to thy friend for ſuccour and aſſiſtance. 
Thou haſt a heavy burden, which will hinder thy running with 
alacrity and delight, and which in the exerciſe of faith thou 
muſt lay aſide; therefore put off the old man with his deeds, 

This through the Spirit is to be thy daily work. Every fin 
15 2 weight, and as ſuch is to be laid afide. The body of ſin is a 


fore burden, therefore to be put off. But thou haſt a beſetting 


fin. Thine own conſcience beſt knows its name and nature. 
This thou art called to lay aſide, But in the nature of all men, 
there is one ſin, a maſter fin, the ſource and ſpring of every 
other fin, which believers are not exempt from, but it is ready at 
all times eaſily to beſet them. It is that monſter of iniquity, 
unbelief. As “ faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for and 
the evidence of things not ſeen.” Heb. 11. 1. and we ſee what 
glory is given to God, and what wonders were wrought by 
faith from that chapter. So it is the nature of unbelief, to 
deny the ſubſiſtence of what is hoped for, and oppoſe the evi- 
dence of inviſible realitzes. It tends to make faint nearts, weak 
knees, and feeble hands. It ſtops us in our race. It puts us 
toa ſtand. And we ſhould give up all, and give over all, un- 
Jeſs Jeſus had prayed for us; and we are endued with power 
from on high. Yet ſhame to thee, O ſoul, inftead of laying 
aſide this fin, how often doſt thou treat it as a boſom friend? 


| Conſult with it as a ſweet counſellor ? eſpecially when its ar- 


guments are backed by its conſtant companion, carnal reaſon. 
But as the matter of thy faith is the word of truth, the author 
and finiſher of thy faith Jeſus, thou art not called to anſwer 
every Cavil from carnal reaſon, nor to filence unbelief by ex- 


plaining the myſteries of gage and ſalvation, but to lay it aſide 


d. 


and to run with patience 


the race that is ſet before thee, looking 
unto Jeſus. | | 


By gimm*:ing hopes, and gloomy fears, See the kind angels at the gates, 


We trace the ſacred road; Inxvxiting us to come! 
Throꝰ diſmal deeps and dare rous ſnares, There Jeſus the forerunner waits, 
We make our way to God, IT᷑0“0 welcome trav'iers home. 
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That I may know him. Phil, 3. 10. 


c There are three things that are never ſatisfied, yea, four 
the fire which ſaith not, it is enough.” Prov. 30. 15, 16. So 
true is this of the fire of love, when kindled in believing 
Hearts. It burns with inſatiable defire towards Jeſus. Amazing 


Had Paul known, loved, and preached a crucified, riſen Jeſus 


$ long; and yet now defires to know him? Yes. Such is the 
myſtery of faith, that like riches to a miſer, the more they in. 


creaſe, the more the defires of his heart increaſe ' after them, 


His wants are greater than his poſſeſſions. So the living mem- 
bers of precious Jeſus ſee ſuch inexhauſtible treaſures in him 
their living head, and fuch numerous wants in themſelves, that 
their hearts are ever crying after, looking to, and longing for 


More of his preſence, bleſſings and comforts, in knowledge and 
experience. And like a chaſte virgin eſpouſed to an affectionate 
lover, her defires will never be completely ſatisfied, till ſhe is 


brought into the neareſt relation and cloſeſt embraces, and till 
fe takes up her abode, and enjoys the preſence of the object of 
her love. Lovers of Jeſus are never ſatisfied with any other but 
him, nor will they be fully ſatisfied, nor perfectly happy, till 
they are ever preſent with their ever- loving Lord. 

But the knowledge of him, even now, creates a paradiſe of 


peace, a heaven of love, and holineſs in the ſoul. Hence there 


is a godly jealouſy in eſpouſed ſouls, leſt other objects ſhould 
ſteal upon their affections; and if at any time their eyes have 


been turned from their Lord, there is a holy ſhame, they bluſh 


at their folly, and cry, O that I may know him, who reſts in 
his love, to me a poor ſinner. In this conſiſts the life and joy 


of the heart, to know that ſeſus hath made peace for us by the 
blood of his croſs : that he hath wrought out a robe of righte- 
buſneſs by the obedience of his life, to adorn us; that he ever 


lives to pray for us; yea, daily, conſtantly to know him, as 


dwelling in my heart by faith, ever preſent with me, to the joy 


of my mind, and the peace of my conſcience. And truly, be- 
loved, if thou art not thus kept knowing Jeſus, looking to Jeſus, 
feeding upon him continually in thy heart by faith, thou wilt 
know and feel other things, which will ſadly diſtreſs thy mind. 


The voice of the law will be heard in thy conſcience, backed by 


ſatan's injections, and thou wilt find anguiſh of ſpirit, and 


bitterneſs of ſoul. But by ſweetly abiding in the knowledge of 


Jefus, by faith, thou ſhalt manfully ſtand-thy ground, and cou- 
rageouſly conquer and triumph. 80 ſhall grace and peace be 


multiplied, through the knowledge of God and of Jeſus our 
Lord.” 2 Pet. 1. 2. 


Oct. +8. : : 
Ha is he that condemneth- not himſelf in that 
75 altoweth. Rom. 14. 22. | | 
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This advice is 
excellent. It is thy wiſdom to follow it. It is thy privilege 
to plead far power at a throne of grace. Conſider daily thy 
calling. It is to live in. ſweet fellowſhip with Jeſus, and to enjoy 
his peace in thy conſcience, it is to holineſs and happineſs. 
Whatever is contrary to this, will make thee unhappy. As a 
ſon of the moſt high God, and a ſervant of the preeious Jeſus, 
thou art called not to pleaſe thy fleſſi; not ta do thy own will, 
not to gratify-thy own luſts; yea, not to deſtro thy own peace, 
but to glorify thy God and Saviour in doing bis will. It is moſt 
plain and evident from the apoſtles exhortations, that if be- 


lievers walk and practice is not condiſtent with the truch, they 


may-moſt certainly deprive themſelves of the ſweet ſenſe and 


| comfortable enjoyment of the peace and lovepf God. Kare 
| yourſelves in the love of God.“ Jude 21 
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God hath from the beginning choſen you to ſalvation, through 
ſanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth. 2. Theſſ. 2. 1 5 
It is thy lot, O diſciple, to live in a day, when pride 
reigns, the creature is exalted, the Holy Ghoſt is reſiſted, and 
truth is trampled under foot. The doctrine of God's ſovereign 
diſtinguiſhing grace, and electing love in Chriſt Jeſus, is now, g 

as 1t ever was to men of corrupt minds, deſtitute of the truth, It 
a bone of contention. They haverailing accuſations, great fell. I fit 
ing words, to utter againſt it; their mouths are not ſtopped, * 
_ becauſe they ſee not themſelves guilty before God. Rom. 3. ol 
19. © Not to believe the truth, is, ſaith Paul, to have plea- MW i: 
ſure in unrighteouſneſs.“ 2 Theſſ. 2. 12. And then he adds, er 
but we are bound to give thanks for God's electing love to- or 
wards you brethren, beloved of the Lord. True miniſters of iſ of 
Jeſus join with bleſſed apoſtles, in giving praiſe and glory | by 
to God the Father, for his love to poor ſinners in Chriſt | 
Jeſus. They know it had an exiſtence before time began. . 
They behold every diſcovery which the word of God makes of an 
ſalvation by Chriſt, as a freſh diſplay of the everlaſting love da 
and infinite wiſdom of the covenant of Jebovah WW 
The doctrine of election is not a meer fpeculation, nor can be 
it tend to licentiouſneſs ; but is of the eſſence of vital god. art 
lineſs, and is attended with the moft holy and bleſſed effects, 
where it is received into the heart in the love of it. For the all 
ſame Lord, who promiſed to bring many ſons to Fory, hath 10 
alſo ordained the means, ſanctification of the Spirit and belief I He 
of the truth. How could Paul? how could any of the apof- vie 
tles know theſe profeſſors of old were beloved and elected? ff thy 
Truly, the effects proved the cauſe; They ſaw the fruits of n, 
electing love ſpring fcrth under the energy of the bleſſed Ji all 
Spirit. They believed in, loved, and cleaved to, the Lord thy 
Jeſus, who is THE TRUTA: This was evident by the ſane- fff the 
titying influence it had upon. their lives and converſations. 
_ *« Behold mine elect, in whom my ſoul delighteth,” faith the 
the Father of all conſolations to his church, concerning Jeſus. Cat 
Iſa. 42. 1. He is the bleſſed object in whom thou art choſen, iſ Fe⸗ 
and who has finiſhed thy falvation, and to whom thou art to 
look by faith. Vet, O believer, trace the ſtreams of thy mer- Tre 
cy to the fouſſtain head, ſee thy obligations, equally to the Po» 
Farthet's love, the Son's redemption, and the Spirit's opera- con 
tions. Thus all ſalvation is of God. Thou haſt nothing ©9 
wheteof to glory. 'A't cauſe for deepeſt bumility, and th n 
greateſt” reaſon for triumph and zejoicing day by day. hat e. 
heights of love art thou called to? what inflamed affection; of 1 
mould poſſeſs thy heart! Only let thy converſation te Ii 25+ 
becometh the goſpel of Chriſt.” Phil. 1. 25, | 
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Work out ' your own ſalvation with fear and 
trembling. Phil. 2.12. 


( 283 ) 


The falyation of the precious ſouls of poor ſinners is all of 
grace. It hath its foundation in the everlaſting love of God. 
It is ſecured in the covenant of grace. When the ſuffering, 
in-\atoning Jeſus, with his expiring breath, ſaid, IT 1s fi- 
x15HED, then law and juſtice received full ſatisfaction. Hence 
glory. is ſecured. to God in the higheſt; and man, who is the 
happy ſubject of this ſalvation, is now favoured with experi- 
ence of the good-will of his triune Gop. The redeemed 
ones, who are effectually called and quickened by the power. 
of the Han Spirit, as being made alive to God, are exhorted, 
by the word of his grace, to wok k out their own ſalvation. 

Believer, thou art called with a holy calling, thou art to 
walk worthy of it, in the work of faith, the labour of love, 
and the patience of hope. Herein thou art to be exerciſed 
daily. Faith worketh hy love in ſtriving againſt fin, in reſiſt- 
ing the devil, in mortifying thy luſts, in perfecting holineſs, 
being fruitful in good works. It is thine on ſalvation thou 
art to be working out. In the clear knowledge, and certain 
aſſurance of it, lies thy preſent peace, comfort, and joy. In 
all outward duties be diligent. Be much in prayer, medita- 
tion, and ſearching the ſcriptures, and an all holy ordinances: 
Herein work while it is called to-day: the love of thy Sa- 
viour calls thee to it. The commands of thy God make it 
thy duty: the goſpel requires it. Love conſtrains to it. Verily 
in, though not for, thy obedience, thou ſhalt be bleſſed. But do 
all this with fear and trembling. Fe ax to think of eſtabliſhing 
thy works and duties as thine own righteouſneſs, or to procure 
the favour of thy God, TrEmBLE to entertain any hope. of 
ſalvation, but by the atoning blood of Jeſus ſhed for thy fins; 
the perfect righteouſneſs of Jeſus, wroyght out for thy juſtifi- 
cation; any way of acceſs to. God, but Wag his mediation. * 
Fear and tremble, above all, after thou haſt done all, to think 
Lam PERFECT. Know thou art ſtill an unprofitable ſervant. 
Tremble to entertain the leaſt notion that thy might, thy 
power, thy faithfulneſs, hath. wrought, any thing, as terms and 
conditions, to procure ſalvation. Hur ever . it is 
God who worketh in thee, both to will and to do of his good 
pleaſure. Whoſo looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and 
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer 
of the work, this man ſhall be bleſſed in his doing.“ James 1. 
25. | Nn2 | | . 
The fearful ſoul that tires and faints, Is but eſteem'd almoſt a ſaint; 
And walks the ways of God no more, O may I make my | ſare, 
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burden of a faithful Jovi 


Ocr. 29. JJ. 1284) = 


Tet your Agb. 2 ſhine before men, | that they may 


. ſee your good works, and glorify your Father who is 


in laauen. Matt. g. 1 6. 
e 13 4 * 14s 475 23 "bs 


Can a lump of animated . 2 a worm of che earth, a creature 
of u days glorify. the infinitely great and eternally glorious 


- Fehovah? Ves. Such honour, ſach exälted honour, have all 
- Hieifainss. For his pleaſure; they were created at firſt : for 
bis glory they are born again of his Spirit. Jeſus commands 
kis members to it as their duty; the Spirit enables to it as 


5 


tmeir grenteſt privilege. The Father accepts, and is well 


pleaſed with it, and declares himſelf glorifed; by the practice 
of his children.“ Pſalm 50. 23. Did Samuel conſent to 
Saul's requeſt, Honour me now, I pray thee, before thee 1ders 


of my people? 1 Sam. 15. 30. And canſt thou, O Son of 
the moſt hi h, ever need a motive, or want an argument, to 
glorifyy thy Father before men? Can we ever be ignorant of 
tlie nature of it? It is to be the chief work of thy life; and 
jn this work, as Moſes ſaid to Pharaoh, fo thy deliverer ſaith 


to ther, not an hoof is to be left behind :” thou art to 
bring every thing out of Egypt, to ſerve and (glorify the Lord 


thy God. Thou haſt but one thing only, but what thou haſt 
received from the Lord: this is fin. By this thou diſhonoureſ 


thy God. By every thing contrary to this, God is glorified. 
Happy ſbuls, who ſtady God's word as the rule of their con. 
duct, direct all their views to his glory, and conſider the 
enjoyment of God in Chriſt as their greateſt felicity. Thus 
the light of Jeſus, which hath ſhined into the heart, beams 
forth its evidence: and glory, in the outward life, and conver- 
ſution. When the light of docttine is accompanied by the 
warmth of love and the obedience of faith, men will fee 


that we have been with jeſus. That we not only have light 
nn our heads, but love and zeal for God's glory in our hearts. 


The former may acquire honour to ourſelves. of being good 

TA&LKERS for God; but the latter only can prove that we are 
upright walk ERS as his obedient children that we are really 
concerned far his glory that we have it at heart that we 
love, not only in word, but alſo in deed and in truth. It 5; 


the genuine language of a converted ſoul, with Paul, to ſay 


to jeſus, Lord what wouldeſt thou have me to do?” it is the 

g heart that it doth fo little for 
 :the:glory of God, and ever longs to glorify him more. While 
the light of truth is our glory, and the love of truth is our hap- 
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pineſs, we ſhall ſtudy how to . adorn. the doctrine of God ou! 


_ Saviour in all things.” Titus 2. 10. 
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Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God. Epheſ. 4. 30: 
: How affeQionate and condeſcending is the addreſs of the 
reat God, and ur Saviour Jeſus Chrift to bis chirch and 


children? Paul writes to Philemon, Though I might be bold: 
to enjoin thee that which is convenient; yet for love's ſake 1 


rather beſerck thee. © 80 with infinitely higher authority, the 
l e with terror, inſtead of beſeech withs 
God.  Haſt thou 

matter ? it is eaſy to conceive that we may grieve our own ſpirĩts, 


Fan expreſſion! grieve net the holy Spirit of 
canſt thou, O believer, be guiity in this 


and the fpirits of good men by dur fin and folly; but to 
think of grieving the Spirit of God is enough to make us 
cry out in amazement, What myſtery of love is this! 
er hr ht dear are God's children to him, that as in love 
ſouls he took on him our nature, ſo in condeſcenſion to 
our weak finite capacities he borrows language from nature, 
and afſames to himſelf paſſions like unto ourielves.. He was 


in all things like unto us but without fin. So it is ſaid God 


delights in the proſperity of his people, he rejoiceth over them 
to do them good. But when through their fin and folly, they, 


hurt and injure their poor ſouls, Fefus is touehed with a feeling 
of our infirmities, his Spirit is grieved at our conduct. Who 


can tell, in how many ways chriſtians offend herein? Inward» 
ly chiefly by unbelief, by low, unworthy, thonghts of Jeſus? his 
blood, righteouſneſs and ſalvation, his mediation and inter- 
ceſſion, kom the Spirit is glorified: as well as by the indul- 
$I of vain, carnal, ſinful thoughts. Outwardly, by neg- 
lecting the goſpel of grace, not walking cloſely and agreeably 


"OP the rules of faith, which the holy Spirit hath therein laid 


down, for the conformity of our lives and converſations. 


And experience wofully convinceth, that when the holy Spirit 


is grieved, the poor ſoul is diſtreſſed. For he is the Comfor- 


ter, it is by him believers are ſealed unto the day of redemp- 


tion. But if he hides away his face, we ate troubled. Though 


we are ſealed by him, as the Lord's own poſſeſſion, yet if we 
are left to our natural thoughts, the view of Jeſus is ob- 
_ cured to us, and the knowledge of this is withheld from us. 


Then natural fears and legal terrors ſeize upon us; and the 
evil ſpirits rejoice againſt us. What reaſon have we to pray 
bg Cleanſe thy lervatss;/1O: Jeſus, from his ſecreteſt faults. 
And let not, O Spirit of grace, preſumptuous fins get the 
dominion over me, Pſalm 19. 112 ; 


The Spirit, Ike 2 peaceful doe, Why ſhou'd we ver and grievehis love, 
Fſies from the realms ofnoiſe and ſtrife; Who leads our fouls to heavenly lue r 
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Caſting down imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itſelf again/ the knowledge of God, and bringing into 


captivity every thought to the obedience of Chriſi. 2 Cor. 10, 5. 

It is fit, that faithful, loving, obedient ſoldiers of Jeſus, 
fhovld ſametimes have the ſentence of death in themſelves ; 
for they are hereby taught not to truſt in themſelves. Though 
armed with the ſpiritual weapons of their warfare, yet they 
are no farther mighty and conquering, but as aided. by 
the power of the omnipotent Spirit. Poor ſouls by truſting 


to their graces, inſtead of confiding in the God of all grace, 
have been foiled, by the enemy, and have fallen. I will not 
truſt in my bow for ſtrength, neither in my ſword for victory 


to ſave me, but through the Lord, will we puſh down our 
enemies, through thy name will we tread down them that 
riſe up againſt us.“ Pſalm 44. 5. This is the language of 
faith. This the confidence of humble ſouls. After believers 
have eſcaped the corruptions that are in the world through 
luſt, and have been turned from their ſinful courſes to the 
Lord Jeſus; then danger threatens from another quarter; ſelf- 
righteouſneſs will exalt its baneful head againſt them. Now 
I am ſomebody..** I have received inherent grace and ftrength, 
Jam juſtified, my ſins are pardoned, and I have got a clean 
heart. Thus towering imaginations ſwell againſt God's ever- 
laſting love, his election of grace, the imputed riphteouſneſs 
of Jeſus, and final perſeverance of the ſaints. When theſe 
evangelical truths. are rejected and denied, it argues that 
pride, | ſelf-ſufficiency, and ſelf-righteouſneſs prevail. Verily, 


O. ſoul, thou truſteſt in thine own beauty, and playeſt the 
harlot, becauſe of thy renown. Wo, wo unto thee, ſaith the 


Lord God, how weak is thine heart, ſeeing thou doeſt theſe 
things 2 This is. a ſevere reproof from the mouth of the Lord. 


Exel. 16. 30. God will ſuffer no fleſh to glory in his preſence. 


All knowledge of God and Chriſt is revealed in the word of 
truth. Where theſe truths are tried at the bar of carnal 
reaſon; they will be rejected, but as theſe truths are precious 


to that Spirit who indited them, ſo he will bring diſciples of 
Jeſus to ſubmit to them. To rejef the doctrinès of grace, 


under a ſpecious pretence to holineſs, is to hlaſpheme the God 
of wiſdom. High thoughts of ourſelves oppoſe the truths. of 


God. Vain imaginations ſtrengthen, in ſelf-confidence, which 


is contrary to the faith of  Chrift.” To ſee Jeſus all in all, and 
to ſee ourſelves nothing at all, is to ſee and know 8 R 
the light of truth, and by the views of the Spirit of truth. 
It ere is an inward obedience of the heart, a ſubmiſſion” to 


the righteouſneſs, of God, as well as an outward obedient 


walk. Indeed there may be much of the pride and holineſs 


Faith and love of Jeſus within. 


of the phariſee without, where there is none ot he fimple 
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| _ overcome. them.“ Why ſo? Becauſe © grater is he that is in 
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Oo r. .. (387) N 
1 Jeſus, ] 1 came not to ſend peace on earth, but a ſword. 
M19 Se. x 7 | | 
Is not our Saviour the prince of peace? hath he not made peace 
between God and man by the blood of his. croſs ? doth he not give 
peace in the conſcience, and eftabliſh peace among his people? and 
15 1t not the very eſſence of the goſpel to preach peace by Chriſt ? 
Surely all this is tree. How then Joth my Lord ſay, © I came not to 
ſend Fests but a ſword ? Conceive not of the meek Lamb, as 
though his ſoul delighted in war, and that the ſword of ſlaughter 
ſhould, be drunk with human blood. No: he came not to deſtroy 
mens lives, but to ſave them. Therefore this ſword is no other 
than the“ ſword of the Spirit, the word of God;“ as it is ren- 
dered in St. Luke, p1viston. This ſward divides and" ſeparates 
a chriſtian from his carnal friends and deareſt relations; yea di- 
vides afunder fleſh and Spirit. Hence open war commences, and 
hoſtilities beg in; and there never, never can be any peace, har- 
mony and agreement ſubſiſting between carnal and ſpiritual men, no 
more than there can be between fleſh and ſpirit in the ehriſtian. 
Theſe are contrary to, and at continual war with each other. But 
« wars and fightings, faith James, come from your luſts. Sin is 
the cauſe of all contention, diſcord and divihon amongſt men. 
Every chriſtian is a ſoldier. The ſword of the Spirit, the word of 
God is a bleſſed part of his armour. By this he is enabled to re- 
ſiſt ſatan, to ſubdue his luſts, to cut down unbelief, and to ſtand 
his ground againſt every enemy from the world, fleſtv and devil, 
which are always fet in battle array againſt him 


Thus the weapons of thy warfare, O ſoul, are not carnal : No: 
but ſpiritual and mighty, through God, to the pulling down 
the ſtrong holds of ſatan.” Though earth and hell are at war 
on thee, yet ſlrengthen thou thyſelf in thy God: he is on 

y fade. Fortify thyſelf by the word of his truth, which, for 
thy comfort, aſſures thee, No weapon that is formed againſt 
thee ſhall proſper; and every tongue that riſeth up in jadgment 
againſt thee, thou ſhalt condemn.” Iſa. 54.6: By the ſword 
of the Spirit, the word of God, thou ſhalt prevail: by the 


+ blood of the Lamb thou ſhalt overcome.“ Not by 5 * nor 


by power, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord of hoſts.“ Zech. 4. 
6. Alas! the poor ſenſible ſoul is ready to ſay, My ſtrength 
is ſmall, my arm is weak; though ſuch a r is put into 
my hand, I have neither ſkill nor courage to uſe it aright; fn, 
fatan, and the world will be too flrong for and overcome me at 
laſt. No; that is impoſſible. Though weak as infancy, and as 
feeble as childhood, that bleſſed word exactly ſaits our ſtate, and 
is a cordial to our ſpirits, Ve are of God, little children, and haye 


you, than he that is in the world.” 1 John 4. 4. 
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Feſus ſaid unto them, Why ſleep ye p riſe and pray, 


Phe dull, ſleepy frames of diſciples, though natural to them | 


are by no means commendable in them. Nor are they to find 
exvuſes for them; as though this was a 19 1775 ſtate of the 
ahurches. They are injurious to the honour of our dear maſ- 
ter; bring diſcredit upon his cauſe and intereſt; are very un- 
rs. Though love may excuſe it, yet will Jeſus ſharply re- 
3 it. Why ſleep ye? whereſore do you indulge your- 


_ celves with ſloth, When you are called to activity? ſleep is 


unreaſonable, when danger isnear. Vea know, my beloved diſci- 
ples, your adverſary, ſatan, is ever wakeful, watchful, buſy, 
La: plotting, and ſeeking to rob you of your ſhield of faith. 


Is this a time to be fluggiſh? to fold your hands and cry, a 


little more carnal eaſe and worldly pleaſures, a little more 
ſpiritnal flumber? moſt jnexcuſable to be taking ſleepy opiates 
of pleaſure to indulge the fleſn, and an intoxicating draught 
from the world, to drown the ſpirit. What meaneſt thou, Oh 
ſleeper ? ariſe and call upon thy God. Say not, I am in an 
-unſuitable frame, dall and heavy.” Thou readeſt of no ſuch 
reply from theſe drowſy diſciples to their maſter. Wilt thou 
ſtay till thou art rich, before thou wilt be induſtrious ? He who 
calls to duty is both able and willing to give ſtrength in 
daty, and power to perform it. Take with you words and 
Nay; Jeſus will give the Spirit to pray. When we are out 
of the reach of danger, prayer will be needleſs. But when 
l chat be t not in this liſe, not till every enemy is deſtroyed ; 


. 


chat will- nat be, till death is ſwallowed up in life. 


No there is danger from temptation. Temptation cannot 
hutt us, but entering into the temptation will. Jeſus was, in all 
things, tempted like as we are, yet without ſin. His temptations 
were all without him. They could not enter in to defile him; 
but they may us. When the love of the world enters anc 
prevails, the ſenſe of the love of God is loſt. When the luſts 
of the feſh get power, the conſolations of the Spirit ars not 


enjoyed. When eaſe and happineſs are expected from any 


other object, but Jeſus, the precious Saviour is flighted and 
diſeſteemed The views of his love are eclipſed, and the 
ſoul miſerably darkened-. The end of all things is at hand, 


With joy we meditate the grad * ; His heart is made of tenderneſs, 
Of our high prick abe; His bowels melt with love. 


* 


comfortable, and expoſe unwary ſouls to many and as dan- 


Oe r. 16. (289) 
T rej vice at thy word, as one that frndeth great ſpoil. 

Pſalm 119. 162. 5 

The ſaints of God in all ages were taught by the ſame Spirit, 


looked for the ſame ſalvation, and were comforted by the ſame | 


truths, which they found in the word of the Lord, Hence the 
Word is ſo precious to them, as it cauſes rejoicing of ſoul within 
them. This is the caſe of the written word, which was ſpoken 
by the mouth of the Lord, and makes known the everlaſting loy- 
ing deſigns of his heart to ſinners of mankind ; and alſo of the 
eſſential, divine; and uncreated Wor p the Lord Jeſus; who in 
perſon manifeſted God's thoughts of love, as words declare what 
is in the mind. Jeſus lay in the boſom of the Father from eternity, 
and he has ſhewed us his eternal love. | 
' If aconqueror, who hath obtained a complete victory and is en- 


| riching himſelf with the ſpoil of a wealthy conquered enemy, has 


cauſe of rejoicing ; how much more has the chriſtian from the 
word of the Lord? Alas! the joy of the one is but momentary 
and uncertain. - What he hath gained in war to-day, to-morrow 
he may be deprived of: But the joy and triumph through the vic- 
tory of Jeſus, and the ſpoil the chriſtian reaps from the word, are 
durable and eternal. In the written word of the holy Spirit are 
given unto him * exceeding great and precious promiſes.” In the 
eſſential Word Jeſus © allithe promiſes are in him, yea and amen, 
to the glory of God.” By the former, through the Spirit of wiſ- 
dom, he underſtands “ what is the hope of his calling, and what 
the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the ſaints.” By the 
latter, by union with Jeſus, and through faith in him, he obtains - 
the happy knowledge that all things are his : * Whether miniſters, - 
or the world, or life, or death, or things preſent, or things to 
come, all are yours, and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's.“ 
1 Cor. 3. 22, 23. And that * nothing ſhall be able to ſeparate - 
from the love of. God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus.” Rom. 8. 19. 

Bleſſed be God for the word of his grace, the bible. Bleſſed be 
God for his unſpeakable gift; Jeſus. Here is thy treaſure, O chriſ- 
tian, where ſhould thy heart be, but.in meditation and delight 
herein daily?“ For thou canſt get ſpiritual joy from no object 
but Jeſus, as ſet before thee in the goſpel, as the Saviour of the 
loſt and guilty; and the clearer thou ſeeſt ſalvation by him, fo will 
thy faith be ſtronger in him, which will create ſpiritual joy and 
rejoicing, of ſoul continually. _ 1 
How doth thy word my heart engage! When nature ſinks and ſpirits droop; 


How well employ my tongue Thy promiſes of grace 
And in my tireſome pilgrimage Are pillows to ſupport my hope; 


| Yields me a heay'nly ſong. And there I write thy praile, 


Oo 


917. ( 290 ) ; 


Sin ſhall not haue dominion over you : for you are wot under the law, 
but under grace. Rom. 6. i114. | 

What a heart-reviving promiſe is this! how delightful to belie- 
vers to hear a God of truth and faithfulneſs abſolutely declaring 
your worſt ſoe, your bittereſt enemy ſhall not lord it over you? 


The ſtrong man armed 1s caſt out, and the ſtaff of his power brok- 


en in the ſoul. Art thou, O diſciple of the Lamb, ready to cry 
out, Would to God fin had no being in me, then I ſhould be 
completely happy?“ Remember what thy Saviour ſaid to his mo- 
ther, „ Mine hour is not yet come.“ John 2. 4. It is enough 


that thau art called to the marriage of the Lamb. The Bride- 


groom keeps the beſt wine for the laſt. This is excellent wine on 


earth, that ſin ſhall not have dominion over us. In glory fin 


ſhall have no being in us. _ 

But whilſt thou art in the body, fin will have life and being in thee : 
and, as an enemy to thy ſoul's peace, may often diſtreſs and haraſs 
thee, but ſhall never deftroy thee. Be aſſured, O chriſtian, thine 
enemies are all conquered; though fenſe and: experience afford 
thee daily proof they are not all dead. No, no; never think of 
laying down thine arms, and folding thine hands and ſetting up 


thy reſt here. Thou art ſtill in the camp. The enemy lies in 
wait to take all advantage. But here is thy victory, thou art not 


under the law, which gives the knowledge of fin, but no ſtrength 
againſt it nor power over it; but under grace. Thon art not called 
to reſiſt and fight againſt fin in thine own ſtrength; but, through 
the effiicaciaus power of the Spirit, thou ſhalt obtain daily victory. 
Though fin is an enemy, whoſe life is commenſurate with the life 
of thy fleſh, and fo nearly allied to thee that it is part of thyſelf, 


yet being one with Jeſus, thou haſt a ſpiritual and eternal life, and 
the power of Omnipotence is engaged to preſerve and keep thee; | 


therefore fin ſhall not maintain its uſurpation, nor hold dominion 
over the ſoul. Its empire is dethroned, and the kingdom of Jeſus 


is ſet wp in the heart; he dwells there by faith. The heart is 


ſprinkled from an evil conſcience by his blood. He who hath 
conquered for thee, will alſo conquer in thee. 7, 
ake heed of getting into a ſtate of independence on him, 
and a vain confidence in thyſelf; as though the root and being of 
fin was rooted up, and thyſelf in a finlefs ſtate. Then thou haſt 
no farther need of Jeſus, faith in him, hope on him, nor prayer 
to him. O, if ſatan thus racks any poor ſinner afleep, it is in 


the cradle of deluſion, while he fings a ſweet Siren's ſong. But 


thou art ever to be active and vigilant by all means to oppoſe 
and conquer thy inbred foe. And 

dead by Jeſus Chriſt, daily attend this wholſom advice, Let 
not fin therefore reign in your mortal body, that you ſhould obey 
it in the luſts thereof. ver. 12 | | 
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Wherefore we labour, that whether preſent or abſent 
due may be accepted of bim. 2 Cor. 5. 9. 


In all labour there is profit.” Prov. 14. 23. The belief of 
this maketh the heart diligent, lively and active. When Nehe- 
miah was ſtirred up to build the wall of Jeruſalem, amidſt the fcoffs 
and oppoſition of enemies on every ſide; yet, in prayer, watch- 
ing, and working, he and his brethren wrought with one hand, 
a guard in the other, .and the confidence of faith in their hearts, 


| « Our God ſhall fight for us.” This animated them, ſo they la- 


boured till the work was finiſhed. Nehem. 4. 20. 
Thus the beloved brethren of Jeſus are called to be ““ ſtedfaſt, 
unmoveable; always abounding in the work of the Lord; Bein 
confident that the Lord fights for them, and © knowing aſſuredly, 
that their labour is not in vain in the Lord,” The labour of love is 
pleaſant, it is profitable to the believing heart. The work of faith 
is delightful to the ſoul ; while it exerciſes the patience of hope. 
Moſt reviving conſideration! we ſerve not a hard taſk-maſter—ywe 
labour not for a rigorous ſevere Lord, nor from baſe mercenary 
principles. No; every command of Jeſus is in love: Every work we do 
in his name, is from love to our ſpiritual good, as well as his glory. 
We have the fulleſt aſſurance that we are accepted in the beloved; 
and are not left to doubt of the way of acceptance, nor to do any 
thing to procure it. The truth as it is in Jeſus forbids all this. But 
knowing our perſons are accepted in Jeſus, this is the moſt enlivening 
powerful motive, not only to do, but alſo to abound in thoſe 
things, with which God is well pleaſed. To ſtudy how to pleaſe 
him in our walk and way, and chearfully to lay out ourſelves. in 
God's ſervice—to make a chearful unreſerved ſurrender of our- 
ſelves wholly to the Lord: O this is the ſweet exerciſe of faith and 


love. Shall we pretend to believe that Jeſus is our Saviour, and 


that we are accepted in him, and yet not labour and ſtrive that our 
works may pleaſe him; or not ſtudy and endeavour, as aſſiſted by 
his Spirit, to avoid thoſe things that are contrary to his nature and 
commands? Alas! this is * hail Maſter,” only to give a kiſs of 
hypocriſy ; while faith in him and love to him are wanting, 
Thou diſciple of Jeſus, from that moment thou didſt enter into 
the reſt of Jeſus by faith, thou art called to labour, that thy works 
may pleaſe God, and be accepted of him. And when the heart is 
thus whole with its Saviour, and ſimply looking to him, need one 
forbid ſuch a one to refrain from the vain paſtimes and ſinful gra- 


hifications of a carnal world? No; he faith theſe things do not 
pleaſe my Lord—they cannot be acceptable to him—they ſhall 
not enſnare me I cannot diſpleaſe my Saviour. We love him, 


becaule he firſt loved us,” 1 John 4. 19. 


Ooz- 


Ocr. 19. (292) 


Aud be ſaid, I will make all my goodneſs paſs before 
thee, and Iwill proclaim the name of the Lord before thee ; 
and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
het mercy on whom I will ſhew mercy. Exod. 33. 19. 


. _ Carnal reaſon, pride and unbelief, like a threefold cord, bind 
the ſoul under legal bondage. Each of theſe mutually ſtrengthens 
the other; and all combine together to oppoſe the ſovereign good- 
neſs, grace and mercy of our Lord. Inſtead of liſtening to, believ- 
ing in and being comforted by the free grace declarations from 
Der of our God, how apt are we to conſult with fleſh and 
Marvel not, believer, though thou findeſt the pride of thy fleſh 
riſe and rebel againſt diſtinguiſhing grace and diſcriminating love, 
This, though ſweet to the experience of faith, is bitter to the ſto- 
mach of rebellious nature. But here is thy mercy, Grace, which 
is ſovereign in its nature, is ſaving in its operations, and all muſt 
be reſolved into this humbling acknowledgement. „I, a poor 
- inner, who could neither will nor run the way of ſalvation, the 
Lord wiLLs to ſhew me his goodneſs, to proclaim his name, to 
beſtow his grace and ſhew me mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, to the ſalra- 
tion of my precious foul.” | 
Thus the Lord ſpeaks in love, let all his children hear in faith, | 
' rejoice and be humbled. Where, O ſoul, canſt thou fix thy foot, 
but thou wilt find thou ſtandeſt upon the ground of free-grace? 
Haſt thou the grace of faith? Doſt thou find pardon of fin and 
cConſolation of ſoul in Chriſt Jeſus ? Doſt thou “ love God ? It is 
| becauſe he has firſt loved thee.” Doſt thou hate fin, as contrary 
to the honour of thy God, and the peace of thy foul ? What mar- 
vellous mercy ! what aftoniſhing grace is this! Conſider it on thy 
- knees, refle& on it with meltings of ſoul! Why ſhouldſt thou be 
ſingled out by the power of the word, marked by the hand of the 
Spirit, for falvation, when many hundreds periſh everlaſtingly ? 
Why are thine eyes opened amidft a throng of blind ſinners? Why 
- art thou watered like Gideon's fleece, while others are dry ? Was 
thy nature better? thy deſires holier? What conditions hadſt thou 
performed to procure this. Alas, grace has taught thy ſoul other- 
-: wiſe than ſo to think, All muſt be reſolved into this ſoul-hum- 
bling, God-exalting truth. He will be gracious to whom he 
will be gracious,” Here is an inexhauſtible ſource of comfort. This 
:-& never-failing motive to love and obedience : that the grace and 
mercy, for which God is indebted to no one ſinner on earth. He bas 
freely given. it to thee, it is thy privilege to rejoice in it, thy duty 
to confeſs it, and to lie in the duſt and be humble. If by grace 
it is no more of works.” Rom. 11. 6. ET 
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ES . 
This ſame Jeſus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, ſhall ſo come in like manner as ye have ſeen him 


go into heaven, Acts 1. 11. 


The parting of dear friends is very grievous and affecting; but 
ſorrow is greatly alleviated from an expectation of meeting again. 
O the joy of meeting our dear friends in glory who have gone before! 


but what will heighten all, will be the fight and enjoyment of our 


deareſt. and beſt friend and Saviour. The diſciples of Jeſus were 
looking ſtedfaſtly to heaven after their dear Maſter, who was now 
aſcending to glory, when they received this aſſurance. They ſaw his 
buman form, the ſame dear man, their beloved Companion, with 
whom they had ſo often converſed, eat and drank, and taken 
ſweet counſel with, and who was lately crucified, dead and buried. 
This very Man Jeſus they ſaw aſcend. 'Though the Son of God came 
from heaven in ſpirit, yet he aſſumed a body of fleſh and blood, 
and lived in it on earth: and having * finiſhed the work his Father 
gave him to do, he took the ſame body with him to glory; and 
the ſame Jeſus ſhall ſo come again in like manner.” Every eye 
ſhall ſee him in the laſt day in his human form. | 

Thus in all the tranſactions of Jeſus, by faith, we“ behold the 
man.” If we view him in his birth, we ſee an outcaſt babe in 
poverty. If in advanced years of life, a man of ſorrows. and ac- 
quainted with grief, deſpiſed and rejected of men.“ If in death, 
he died as another man; yea an accurſed death as a malefactor. 
Such was thy Saviour, believer, a man like unto thyſelf in all 
things, but without ſin. And having perfectly expiated and aton- 
ed for all our fins, he is now at the right hand of God, the glori- 
fied man, till in human form pleading our cauſe ; ** and he is 
able to fave them to the uttermoſt that come unto God by him, 
ſeeing he ever lives to make interceſſion.” Heb. 7. 25. Who can 
tell the uttermoſt of Jeſus? falvation ? It is unto all manner of per- 
fection both of ſoul and body. How ſweet and encouraging is this 
to faith, that our Saviour, our brother, our friend is in our nature 
before the throne? He ever lives; he is able to ſave.“ And 
canſt thou ever doubt of his love and willingneſs? O remember 
Calvary ! think of his agony and blood-ſhedding there. And canſt 
thou want a proof of his love, poor ſinner? If thou, whilſt an 
enemy, was redeemed and reconciled to God by his blood; .how 


much more, being reconciled, ſhalt thou be ſaved by his life? It 


is thy happineſs to be ever looking upon, and unto Jeſus as the 
Man and Mediator by whom thou comeſt to God. And be look- 
ing for him, to ſee him in his glorification : © He ſhall come 


again in like manner,” in the ſame fleſb, the ſame human na- 
tyre to receive the reward of all his toils and ſorrows, in the em- 


bracing and receiving all his redeemed-ones to his own glory. 


Ocr. 21. ( 294. ) 


Draw nigh to God, and be will draw nigh io you. 
1 James 4. 8. 5 . 
1 How ſweetly is the childrens duty and the father's promiſe join- 
ok ed together? the latter is a moſt powerful encouragement to the 
former. Though we were ſometime afar of, « yet being made 
nigh by the blood of Jeſus,” we are exhorted to pRaw nigh to 
God in prayer, and that in full aſſurance of faith; firmly believ- 
ing that . faithful is he that hath promiſed” he will draw nigh to 
us to bleſs us. To live near to God is our heaven below—to ex- 
perience a diſtance from him is our miſery. 5 
Obſerve, O chriſtian, the more pleaſure and delight thou find- 
eſt in ſenſible objects, be they what they will, thou wilt be ſure to 
ſeel that they have drawn thee in thy frame and experience of 
foul, to a fad diſtance from thy God. Happy, only happy canſt thou 
de while thou art daily concerned to live in cloſe communion and 
near fellowſhip with thy God and Saviour. While the terrors of 
the law drive legal ſpirits to duty, to fulfil terms of peace and con- 
ditions of acceptance; evangelical promiſes ſhould ever ſweetly 
conſtrain and encourage to every duty, thoſe who are not under 
the law, but under grace. To live in neglect of our duty and 
God's ordinances, is deviliſn licentiouſneis: but to be fervent in 
ſpirit, ſerving the Lord, is truly chriſtian liberty. Here is our 
mercy, we have a ſure way of acceſs by Jeſus; we draw nigh, 
in him God and man meet. The holy Spirit is our ſtrength, 
„ praying in the Holy Ghoſt.“ As it is the office of Chriſt 
to interceed for us, ſo the Holy Ghoſt interceeds in us. He is an 
Advocate within us; enables us to plead in faith what Jeſus is to 
us—what he hath done for us; fo we ſpeak with confidence to our 
dear Father: He helps in prayer as a nurſe helpeth a little child 
that is unable to go of itſelf; or as a weak decrepit perſon' is 
vpheld by the arm. 3 | 
Heere is our encouragement, the word of promiſe, © God will 
draw nigh to you.” This, O ſoul, is thy happineſs below, thy 
heaven on earth, to have the God of mercies, the Father of all 
conſolations draw nigh to thee. Thou ſweetly findeſt it fo. 
Not merely to draw nigh to duty, but to God in duty. To find 
and feel the ſpecial preſence and bleſſing of the Lord. Without this, 
loving hearts cannor be ſatisfied. Communion and fellowſhip with 
God, finding nearneſs of ſpirit, delightful intercourſe, having to 
do with God, and receiving inward peace and love from him, O, 
this is the glory of the life of faith on Jeſus! and this draws us 
away from and makes us dead to all things beſide. When God 
and Chriſt and heaven is within, all without becomes truly mean 
and. deſpicable in compariſon. It is good for me, faith Aſaph, 
to draw near to God.” Pſalm 73. 28, - * 
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I am crucified with Chriſt: nevertheleſs I live; yet not I, but 
Chrift liveth in me: and the hfe which I live in the fleſh, I live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for 
Mes Gal. 2. 20. ' | ; . 

The ſtate of a chriſtian is a ſeeming paradox. No marvel, the 
things of God are fooliſhneſs to natural men, and that we are ac- 
counted fools for Chriſt by them ; for the truths of God, as well as 
the life of his children, appear to be abſurdity and contradiction to 
them. But the life of Jeſus is made manifect in our fleſh,” 
2 Cor. 4. 11. Hence he ſaith, If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himſelf.” Matt. 16. 24. Deny the PRIDE of his own _ 


righteouſneſs, the corrupt LUsTs of finful fleſh, and own me as his 


life, and follow me as his Lord in the regeneration. In this cru- 
cifixion of nature, this death to every hope but Jeſus, this life of 
faith on him, conſiſt the peace, love, holineſs and joy of our 
ſouls. It ſpringsfrom love, excites to love, and is nouriſhed by love; 
ſo we enjoy heaven below. Thus is heaven above inſured to us. 
Bleſſed ; life! happy believer! to feel Chriſt living in thee, to 
live on him by faith. Envy you, ye ſons of folly and vanity? we 
do not: Join with you in your carnal delights, we cannot : joys 
infinitely ſuperior are ours. Pity you we do. Nor with you, ye 
ſons of the bond-woman, can we live on our works and duties, de- 
rive life from terms we fulfil, or conditions we perform; as though for 
ſo much works we earn ſo much wages. Our God owes us no- 
thing; yet he gave his Son freely, that we might live through 
him.” The beloved Son of God himſelf is our life, our all. 
Though wretched, guilty, damnable creatures by nature and prac- 


tice, yet aſtoniſhing grace! “he loved us, and gave himſelf for 


us.“ Of this we are bold and confident. This truth bears the di- 


vine impreſs. The Lord hath confirmed it with an oath. Here to 


admit the leaſt doubt, is baſe and unreaſonable. 'The life of faith 
ſprings from truth itſelf, and is as contrary to doubting, as it is to 
ſenſuality: yet, while in the fleſh, it will be oppoſed by both. 
But is every believer in Jeſus aſſured with Paul, Chriſt loved 
me, and gave himſelf for Mz? No: though this knowledge is 
eſſential to the comfort of our ſouls, yet not to the being of faith 
in the heart; nor is it the object of faith; yet it is the joyful privi- 
lege of every believer, and as ſuch is earneſtly to. be coveted, and 
all diligence given to attain it. We are loved with the ſame love; 
ſaved by the ſame truth; the ſame faith given us by the ſame Spirit 
which Paul had, and to the ſame end to make us holy and happy. 
And the Comforter, who teſtifies of jeſus in the word, will, ſooner 
or later, alſo bear witneſs to the heart, and fill the foul with the fruits 
of faith, and the joy of aſſcrance: and every faithful abiding ſoul 
in the Lamb, ſhall ay, © The Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with my 
Spirit, that I am a child of God.“ Rom. 8. 16. 
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Then began he to rurſe and to fuear, ſaying, I know tot the Man, 
Matt: 26. 27. ; . „ ami, : : : . | 8.5 k 9825 85 oy 65 

Self- righteous hearts are ready to think, It would have been bet. 
ter to have concealed ſuch abominable wicked conduct as Peter fell 
into. No; the Spirit of wiſdom hereby ſtains, the glory of all 
fleſh, and exalts the ſuperabounding-riches of Jeſas? grace over the 
aboundings of ſin; and ſhews, in the hiſtory of Peter's denying his 
loving Saviour, what human nature is, and into what ſhocking 


depths of fin a believer may fall when left to the workings of car. 


nal natzre and the buffetings of the enemy. Dreadful to think 
of, moſt earneſtly to be prayed againſt; while on the other hand 
we. ſee the affectionate heart of Jeſus is ever towards his wounded 
fallen members. Love is within, and by a look of love, how ſud- 
denly, how effectually doth Jeſus raiſe and reſtore ſuch! Three de- 
nials of jeſus; each attended with higher aggravations; though de- 
ſerving a look of wrath and a frown into hell, yet were followed 
with a look from-Jeſus, which brake Peter's heart into affection, 
and melted his very ſoul into love. Amazing grace! aſtoniſhing 
kindneſs! Let no diſciple think, I am not in danger of falling 
after the ſame example of unbelief; for every one is. | 
And if any poor Lambof Jeſus? flock is fallen, and has been worried 
and torn by the wolf, let him not ſay, That his loving Shepherd has 
caſt him off for ever, and has no more care for him or love to him, 


What will the true Shepherd, who gave his life for the ſheep, and 


bought every one of them with his own blood, will he ſuffer the 
enemy to rob him of his property, and deſtroy any one of his pur- 
chaſed-ones? No, verily, that can never be while Jeſus is mighty 
to ſave : that can never come to paſls till Jeſus ceaſeth to love; and 
he can as ſoon ceaſe to exiſt; for Jeſus is God, and Gov ts Love. 


1 John 4. 16. O how oft are our poor ſouls hurt and wounded, 


though not in denying Jeſus to a_fellow-creature . with oaths and 
curſes, yet too oft are we aſhamed to confeſs his dear perſon, his 
precious cauſe, his deſpiſed, croſs? Yea, and when we entertain 
hard unloving thoughts of our Saviour, from the working of un- 
belief in the heart, this naturally tends to deny Jeſus in his office 
and character; leads to depreciate and think too meanly of his 
ſalvation, his blood, righteouſneſs and interceſſion, and faithful- 
neſs to his charge and people: And hence we encourage guilty 
fears ur views of his love are clouded—a ſenſe of it in the heart 

ows cold - and the influence of it on the life is benumbed. Is not 


this in effect to ſay, I know not the man ?” Such are the work- 


ings of nature and unbelief. O how little do. we conſider of what 
he hath done, and is doing for us! But we have too mean and 


. - contraſted views of Jeſus at beſt, and ſuch at times, that we are 


* 


y to view © Chriſt in us 
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eur hope of glory.“ Col. 1. 27. 
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Oc r. 24. (297 


Remember Lot's wife, Luke 1 7. 32. 


It may do a diſciple much good, it can do him no harm to 
call to mind the judgments of his God. Hence he may learn to be 
more wiſe and wary from others harms. If he ſees profeſſors fall 
away, it may teach him to take heed: it may lay him low in hu- 
mility at the feet of Jeſus, and excite gratitude and love in his 
heart, and make him cry out in aſtoniſnment, Glory to grace! how 
am I kept?” It is well, O believer, that thou ſhouldett ever re- 
member thou ſtandeſt by faith, therefore “be not high-minded, 
but fear: fear to look back, with a wiſhful eye, to the ſinful 
vanities of a carnal world. The wife of righteous Lot did this, 
and ſhe was made a monument of God's judgment againſt diſobe- 
dience. Doubtleſs this was a great grief and affliftion to her huſ- 


ball,, 


Remember, O chriſtian, thou art yet in the fleſh, which, like 
Lot's wife, is part of thyſelf. Therefore, hence thou art in dan- 
ger. The luſtings of the fleſh after the world, if indulged, will 
certainly bring upon thee leanneſs of ſoul, grief of ſpirit, a death to 
the comforts, and deprivation of the joys of thy ſoul. “ f ye live 
after the fleſh, ye ſhall die“ The eye is a great inlet to tempta- 
tion, Looking begets longing. Saints have wofully experienced 
this. So David fell into the groſs ſins of adultery and murder. 
He firſt ſaw the object with delight, then he longed after enjoy- 
ment. And laſt being conceived, brought forth fin, and fin, 
when it was finiſhed, brought forth death.” O the awful breach 
this made in the peace of his ſoul, and enjoyment of his God for a 
long ſeaſon ! Thou, O believer, art called to look: an object is ſet 
before thee. Here looking may beget love and longing without 
danger of hurt ; yea with the greateſt certainty of good to thy ſoul. 
Therefore be ever looking to Jeſus : remember him; ſo wilt thou, 
with Paul, be . forgetting the things that are behind, and preſſing 
toward the mark of the prize of thy high calling in Hu. Thou 
haſt eſcaped for thy life. It is the command of thy God in love to 
thy ſoul, Look not behind thee.” | 1 80 


But death ſhall land our weary ſouls 


Our ſins, alas! how ſtrong they be? | 
| Safe on the heav'nly ſhore, 


And like a vi'lent ſea 
They break our duty, Lord, to thee, 2 | S223 

And hurry us away. There we ſhall fit, and fing, and tell 
ENT The wonders of thy grace, | 
Till heav'nly raptures fire our hearts, 


The waves of trouble, how thy riſe! 
| And ſmile in ev'ry face. 


How loud the tempeſts rore ! 


Pp 


D i. 
i 


— 
- — I oe oe A Ae —— — N 
* N 98 9 h . —— . 9 — — . yo 
ES — = Re. — > - _— So nds — 
_% ——— ———— _ A 


. = 
—— 2 — 
PITTS 2 22 
_ — — Sos = — 


r 


4 
7 0+ >= 


r 
. 


2 
3 


. ON. NS 
= PRE T's — —ͤ— 2 


2 „ 


FEE 


— 8 — 12 Ao "rs . 


** 
N * 
* 


1 —— 
_ 7 - as 4 


Q * 4 > 
l 8 — * — 1 A — — jo. — 5 © * 8 5 b = 
i Dey . a”; Pn os TT 0 Er we „ - > Hort wp 2 : who I SY Ep, « "EY = 
l e 1 3 2 po - F Sa — 1 _ rn 4a ”'Þ 2 — — — — 122 
Rr NN e . PL I Iu * EIS. a : EST OE ED p k — 22 — CE — " — > » 3 _— *. 
n One. 2 1 <= = þ ß ..... 7 £ OED ST EET . OS S _— 6 \ 
7 8 2 ** 8 * r 7 By 2 a — — — g — 2 ww 2 S MIX Vs hom 3 k K 
Miitts iti Er ER ole ag. Dako . Tc . ng———_ 
— n £ - XG x CL ICRC.» i - - * — 4 * 0 IIA 7 Inn 2 en Shed 3 —— —-½. — 3 2 —— ET Hos 

rere — . N — 8 * — ==. he — n OY * - 

— _ „ 3 8 : © LAS * fn SS — 4 

L * . 3 F oa» . 
— 4 iow 9p 


— 0 WF. TEES 

_ I err 
2 S 
SSS I A, RS; — 


7 — — — 
atone, ow. <the — 7 uw ̃ —— 


PEE 
— — — 2 1 1 
9 * . — — — 
— > r * ECL SER * WA a 8 
— — ——— — * 2 . > 
* — — 
6 e = 4 — . 
2 — * — REES: — 2 4 20 2 
wh — —— — —ñ̃ ̃ — — —— —— 
- — — 
— m en OI en OY —— — —— — ä»äHZ——— — —-— 
. 


In the face of all oppoſitio 


KY 


Oc r. 25. ( 298 ) 
How can ye believe who receive honour one of another, 
and ſeek not the honour that cometh of God only ? 
John g. 44. Aba ii lasen e Sh. x 
The fear of man bringeth a ſnare,” Prov. 29, 25. and is a great 
enemy to the power of faith in the heart. The eſteem of man, 


to be well ſpoken of, to have honour and. applauſe, from. them, 
is pleaſing to the fleſh.; but this often proves hurtful t the ſpirit 


The wiſdom and learning of natural men, is contrary to the ſimpli- 


eity that is in Chriſt, incompatible with the croſs of Ohriſt, and 
withſtands an open confeſſion of him who is, an honour to, us, for 
Þy the faith of Jeſus we are honoured. of the Father to be bis chil- 
bg — to enjoy ſweet fellowſhip and communion wih him in 
our irits. LI! e e 
Here is the bleſſedneſs of the faith of diſciples, © It ſtandeth not in 
the wiſdom of man, but in the power of God.“ 1 Cor. 2. 5. Hence 
we are to · call no man Rabbi, for one is our Maſter, even Jefus.” 
But how are poor finners diſtreſſed, and rent and torn by diviſions 
and difference of judgments which ſo mach abound ? But have we 
not the plain, teachings of our bleſſed prophet to look to! 
O, but how often do diſciples of jeſus give honour to men, in ex- 
ae chat teaching, and that comfort from them which cometh 
From 4 only Too oft is it che cry, I will hear what ſuch a one 
faith, what; this and the other teacheth, inſtead of .I will hear 
What the Lord God will peak,” what he hath taught in his word. 
I will abide by that only. This honour cometh from God only, 
to ſpeak peace by Jeſus Chriſt out wardly in his word, and inward- 
ly by his Spirit. Therefore We are to {earch the word: diligently; 
wait for the Spirit patiently ; treaſure up and ponder upon the 
ſayings of Jeſus in our bearts continually. This is to honour him 
3 the Father honours to be the prophet of his church. 
Believers: have an © union from the Holy One that teacheth 
them all things.” 1 John 2. 20. What have they to do with hu- 
man teachings, of thoie. who know not the truth ?.“ Them that 
honour me, I will honour, ſaith the Lord.“ 1 Sam. 2. 3. Jeho- 


©» 
v4 
. 


vah commands us, Hear my beloved Son, in whom I am well- 


ion, to believe the word, the promiſes, 


and the oath of the Lord concerning ſalvation. by bis Son Jeſus 
only, this is the honour-the Lord requires from his children: And 


this obedience of faith God will honour with inward peace and 
the witneſs of his Spirit; with a life of love, and the ſanctifying 


renewings of the Holy Ghoſt from day to day. ( Sanctify the Lord 


God in your hearts; let him be your fear, and your dread: 
Ceaſe ye from man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, for wherein 
is he to be accounted of?“ Iſa. 2. 22. 
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Oc r. 26. 


_ Knowing, that of the Lord ye ſhall receive the reward 


(299 ) 


x 


of the inberilancs: for ye ſerve the Ford Chrift. Col. | 


3. 24. | : 
Saving knowledge is accompanied with humility, productive of 


love to Jeſus, and delight in his ſervice. To deſire to know more 
of the truth, in order to gain greater meaſures of love, and more 
chearfal conformity to him, this is praife-worthy. * For whoſo 
| Tooketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continyeth therein, 


he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the word, this man 
ſhall be bleſſed in his deed.” James 1. 25. Chriſtian, thou art 
nat called to dream over dry diſquiſitions, and ſubtile refinements, 
meerly ta fill thy brain with nice ſpeculations, but to have thy 
heart warmed with love, thy practice influenced to obedience, as 
well as thy 2 eſtabliſned in truth. Remember thy call- 
ing; ſtudy thy reward; glory in being a ſervant of Jeſus: His 
work is pleafant—his ſervice is perfect freedom his wages are 
iofinitely great—reward in thy work—reward for thy work and 
an eternal inheritance when thy ſhort days work is ended. And 
all of race. 5 | | „An 
Shall the pleaſures of ſin, whick are but for a ſeaſon; the vile 


drudgery of ſatan, which is miſerable bondage; the alluring 


ſmiles of a periſhing world; fhall theſe be placed in competition 
with the ſervice of Jeſus? «© Knowing that we ſerve the Lord Chriſt.“ 
O how does this ſweeten our duty, and make every path, delight- 
fal! Canſt thou hefitate one moment when the queſtion is, Chooſe 
you this day whom you will ſerve? No; verily thou canſt not, if 
ſo be thou haſt taſted of the infinitely rick grace of the eternally 
precious Chriſt. Hath ke bought us with his blood? redeemed us 
to God? wrought out a righteouſneſs to clothe and adorn ys ? 
and ſhall our conduct be contrary to our profeſſion ? our prac- 


tice not conformable to our judgment? or our walk inconſiſtent 


with our faith? Where then is the proof that we ſerve the Lord 
Chriſt ? What evidence that we know the Lord, or expect che re- 
ward of his inheritance? We may well cry out, woe to our 


wretched ſinful nature, which is contrary to Jeſus, and is ever 


oppoling his truth, ways, and love. Shame to us, we love him 
no more, nor ſerve him no better. Bleſſed be Jeſus for the gift 
of the Spirit. O that through his ſanctifying and- fin-mortifying 


operations we may be in love wholly devoted to his ſervice, who 
in mercy wholly devoted himſelf for our ſalvation. 


. 
TP wy 


How ftrong thine arm is, mighty Lord! He has done more than Moſes did 
Who would not fear thy name Our Prophet and our King; 
Jeſus, how ſweet thy graces are From bonds of hell he freed our ſauly 


We love and ſerve the Lamb.  * Taught us to love and fing. 
. = 7 Ihe | Pp 2 : ; 2 * . 


O r. 27. ( 300 ) 
\ 7 6c lay was | given: by Moſes, but grace and truth 
came by Jeſus Chriſt. John 1. 1977797979. 


It. js natural to us all to ſay of the moral law, as the king of 
f fi of jo prophet of the Lord Micaiabh, „ bate 
Bim: for he, doth; not. propheſy good conceruing me, but evil.“ 
Rigs 22, S. It is true, che pure, holy, ſpiritual law of God 


ay « 


Tin VIEW N92..camfort, hope, or peace to any poor ſinner of man- 


e belie ver in Jeſus cannot hate the moral law; it is 


Eind. Nef th | 
And It, antwer b 
Ke n We know fin by the law, as we know Chriſt by the 
Bld f ATbough the law Was giwen by Moſes, a meek prophet, yet 
1 8 WL: # hery. wrath and miniſters condemnation, denounces cur- 
ſes, yea eternal death and damnation to every tranſgreſſor. Yet why, 
© ſou Bape thou hate the law ? it is not the cauſe of all theſe 
Fe Pot 1 lins, thy violations, of its holy, juſt and righteous pre- 
cepts. Hexe it is thy hatred, here it is juſt, Believer, the law is 
thy friend. while it ſhews. thee thy duty—it cuts thee off from all 
Jegal, hopes—it raibes every falſe foundation —every expectation 
from thy own righteouſneſs and goodneſs. The trumpet ſounds 
Its, alarm louder and louder. The voice of words is ſhriller and 
ſhfiller, ant will ever be terrible in its ſound, except whilſt thou 
art under the grace and truth which came by Jeſus Chriſt. 


Here, O here behold, ſee and admire the tranſcendent excellence 


of Jeſus, full of grace and truth. Grace, even the free favour of 
God to finners, came by Jeſus Chrifl. Truth, in every accom- 
pliſhment of the ceremonial, in perfe& fulfilment of every righ- 
teous demand which the moral law could exact. Here is thy wiſdom, 
in the exerciſe of faith to oppoſe the life and death of Jeſus to every 
righteous demand, to every ſevere threatning, and dreadful curſe of 
the law. As he is thy huſband, all debts, dues and demands he bath 


Lo 


ftisfied. ſeſus came to this end, 4 not to deſtroy the law, but to 
fulfil it.“ Matt. 5. 17. The fame ſpirit that ſhews the poor ſinner 


the purity and ſpirituality. of the law, glorifies Jeſus; ſhews the 
foul" that his blood; hath fully atoned the guilt of fin, his righ- 
teouſneſs hath magnified the law and made it honourable. There- 
fore when, by. faith thou art enabled to plead this before the throne, 
and, believeſt this truth in thy heart, thy conſcience finds peace. So 
faith honours Jeſus, aſcribes all the glory to his work. So' the 
ſoul"1s'coniforted in grace ah trath, 
The trüe McHat e 332 4 15 * rl (IR: OE 366 2 5755 133 
F eee ee 
So fly the ſnadows and the ſtars For us he paid his life below, 
Before the rifing morn, And prays for us above, 0 


We kn valuable ends and purpoſes to the ſouls ot his | 


+ 
* KEE 
_ * — 


C a nd nt” 


9 


. _— road 


De r. 28. (301) ＋ 408 


' ++. See then that ye walk circumſpectiy, not as fools, ' but 


as wiſe, Eph. 5. 15. 


* 


2s the inward peace of the mind is greatly preſerved or im- 


-paired by the chriſtian's walk, it behoves » to fee to it. 


The wiſe man's eyes are in his head, but the fool walkech in 
darkneſs,“ ſaith the Preacher. Ecclef. 2. 14. Hence all Who ate 


made wile unto falvation,” are called to walk ciicumſpectly. Like 


a perion, who ſuſpects danger on every ſide, his eyes look around 
him. He walks watchfully and carefully, leſt evil ſurpriſe bim 
unawares. He takes heed to the path he walks in, leſt his feet 
flip and he get à fall, whereby he may be dirted, if not braiſed. 
Above all, it is the wiſdom of the wiſe to be lookin upward, 
knowing It is not in man that walketh to direct his ſte ps.“ Jer. 
18 22. } ; | e „ 1 
; * whatever dangers thou mayeſt be 'expoſed to from 
without, yet ever remember thou haſt moſt of all ro dread'fram 
within thee. Thy worſt of foes is thine” own corrupt natüte. 
Againſt this be concerned to fix thy watchfulneſs and circumſpec- 


tion. In the fleſh dwells no good thing 3? therefore expect no | 


power, ſtrength, or ability, to do good from it. Through a 
good opinion of, and vain confidence in nature and felf, poor Pe- 
ter fell very foully, and wounded himſelf very grievouſly. Say not 
with Hazael, Is thy ſervant a dog,” that he ſhould commit ſuch: 
or ſuch an abomination againſt the Lord? No: as the queen of 
Sheba ſaid of Solomon's glory, © Behold, half of it was not told 
me.” 1 Kings 10.7. So thou mayeſt ſay of the abominable vile- 
neſs and deplorable ſinfulneſs of thy carnal nature. Thou haſt 
not ſeen one half of its guilt and corruption. The more thou art 
acquainted with thyſelf, in the light of truth, fo much the more 
wilt thou, through the grace of the Spirit, be ſtirred up to look 
unto Jeſus, to have all thy hope in him, and all expectation from 
bim, to enable thee to circumſpection in thy walk and converſa- 
tion. He, who knows the fulneſs of redemption by Jeſus Chrift, 
need not be afraid to ſee the worſt of himſelf, that he may rejoice 
in the glory former, and be watchful againſt the evil latter. 
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Awake out ſouls (away our fears, But n&er forget the mighty God 3 
Let ev'ry trembling thought be gone) That feeds the ſtrength of ev'ry ſaink. 
"Awake and run the hgaw'nly race... GAGE ONS? 
And put a chearful courage on. F ram Chriſt, the overflowing ſpring: 
EL Se | ©" "Our ſouls all drink each freſh ſupply; 
True, tis a ſtrait and thorny road. But if we truſt our native ſtrength. .;-- 
Aud mortal ſpirits tire'and'faint,” © We melt away, and droop, and die. 
Rn a Te wy 5 — 4. 8 Ro I AN hcl 51 N 
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Der. 29. (gen IT 57 
Maſer, careſt thou not that we periſs ? Mark 4. 38. 


Saints in all ages have experienced that their extremity df dif: 
treſs has been God's opportunity to deliver. So theſe diſciples 
found it. They were in the moſi eminent danger, and were 
brought into the greateſt fears and diſtreſſes. Their vebement ad- 
'drefs" to jeſus ſhews it. Jeſus was aſleep. We beliete in our 


Saviour as à man like unto us. We adore him as the ſovereign 


Lord, whoſe '* eyes are ever over the righteous, and his ears are 
open to their prayers.” 1 Pet. 3.12. this we have tbe cleareſt 
A 181 = . 1 e raw) 8 WIE. . 8 
Evidence, the fulleſt proof. Jeſus awakes as à man, and with 
er power and ſovereignty of Jehovah, he rebukes the boiſterous 
TT YEE 1h ET Moc. Ms wrt 7; r 2 0 ons. A * Gy 
wind, and ſays to the raging waves, Peace, be ſtill;“ and in- 
fantly all nature obeys its Creator, and is huſhed into a profound 


< 
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While others are pleaſe] with the feats of a Cæſar, or the con- 
3 " an Alexander, how delightful to us to meditate upon 
the, wonderful works of our God-man, and bleſſed Saviour! 
Trauſ orting to know this awful God is ours, our Jeſus and our 
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But art thou not ready, O believer, ſometimes to fay, My 
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Jelus was in the ſhip, though alleep. So is every diſtiple where 
þ 7 "+ Fhe afeRtions of God's love 
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De r. 30. ( 303 ) 


Co, tell Bis diſciples and Peter, that be goerh before 
 Jou into Galilee: there ſhall ꝓe ſee him, as be ſaid unto 


* 


Ho different is the goſpel from the law. While one is 2 voice 
of condemnation, terror and wrath; the other ſpeaks nothing hut 
grace, peace and love. The poor children nec for 
water in the wilderneſs, and their Mediator, even the meck Moſes, 
is in wrath with them and calls them rebels. Here though the 
poor diſciples. had been very baſe and ungrateful to their lovin, 
Saviour; for they;added ſorrow. to his diſtreis.when they all forbok 
him and fled: And Peter above all the reſt; and as though Jeſus 
was the moſt, abandoned wretch, Peter with, oaths, and curſes de- 
nied that he even knew him. What could one . 1 Bop 4 
the firſt meſſage they ſhould. have from their Lord Mould be full 
of upbraiding? was it, Go tell thoſe apoſtate rebels, I am riſen 
from the dead; they ſhall receive their juſt deſerts. Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay them? No; be aſtoniſhed, O heavens : Hear, 
wonder and love, O ye backſliding children, devils are not per- 
mitted to terriſy, but angels commiſſioned. to camſort them. Tell 
his diſciples, amazing!] diſciples ſtill? how, unworthy of the 
name! Yet more, leſt his ſhould prove as a dagger to peor Peter's 
heart, leſt he (ſhould write bitter things againſt belt am no 
diſciple, chough all the reſt forlook and led from Jeſus, yet nat 
one of them ſinned with {o high a hand as me. I have denied Je- 
ſas. I have curſed; and ſwore moſt bitterly I ever knew him. 
Ahl woe is me; the Log told me ſatan had. defired to have me; 
ſo it muſt be. No, no, Peter, whom thy Lord loves he loves c 
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Net all that fin, or bell can fag, 
Caan turn his heart, his love away. fi 4807 


2315 


Peter is included in the commiſſion of comfort : Peter by name. 
Did Peter ſin aboue the reſt ? JEDgracs ſeperahaangs, therefore be- 
held he is particularized abobe the reſt. by name. Who ſhall 4 
bounds to the loye of Jeſus ? Will any poor, trembling diſciple ſap, 
the Lord hath. forſaken, my Lord bath forgotten. me ? True, thou 
mayſt deſerve it; but thy Lord, deals not with thee. after that man- 
ner. Though thou art a ſinner, a backſliding fin ry a, hell-deſery- 


4 #* 


ing inner, the chief of fingers, yet his name is Jeſus the Saviour, 
his nature is love; and it is the joy of his heart, and the work of 
his life, . to ſave them to the uttermaſt that come unto God by 
| him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion for them.” Heb. 
FT 26 


— 


Oe r. 31. 
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| free. indeed. John 8. * OETY 15 


(304 
If the Son therefore ſhail make you free, you n be 


* 
Fi 
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Oer —— ber Tort m os King Jeſus hit, ne 
ſome mighey conqueror whoſe fubjects have been taken captive by 
the enn Alter them from their capti vity, ſets them it liberty 


from che dominjon and tyranny of their enemies, and reſtores 


theth to alf the rights and privileges of his kingdom and 'govern- 


ment! Alas? in What a de plorable ſtate doth our great deliverer 
find dur ſoals !“ Taken captive by the devil at bis * 


dage, 4 tied and bound with the chain of our fins,” bond-flaves to 
our corrupt tuſts'and carnal paſſons. | 

In this hopelels helpleſs deplorable ſtate we all Saia, without 
power, yea without will or deſite to be fer at liberty. Nay we 


are naturally pleaſed with the drudgery of ſin and ſatan, in love 


with our bondage, fancying ourſelves at liberty, and enjoying the 
moſt perfect freedom. But when our mighty Deliverer comes, he 
makes us free indeed.” He burſts our Seit aſunder, and caſts 
away the cords wherewith we were bound. Jeſus ſnatches our ſouls 
as'a prey from the mighty, and the lawful captives are delivered. 

He inveſts us with the < freedom of citizens of the er 
lem?” and gives us the privilege of adoption, to be the ſons of 
God _ of faith in him. Then are we the Lord's free-men— 
made free from ſin, ſatan; the law and death. How great is Jeſus? 

power! how rich his Jove! how free and ſovereign his grace! it 
came unmerited and u l by us. "it is a freedom unbounded 


away” And N its * — malta, aeg Mare is no dd option 


from it 8 are in Chriſt feſus; and death, though difarm- 


med of its ſtrengthi and fling tchröugh the victory of eſus, yet the 
ence of all this is njoyed | by us 
only” v While wie e ſtaud faſt in the liberty Wherewith Chriſt hath i for 


ſweet ſenſe hd comfortable e 
us free,” and ale kept from deing a with OY. ge bY 


bondage. 


de 30 ihrs ve 5 „ 22 


Awake hr Sets, adore the g grace" And 8 bot that ſwells 8 
That frees us from « our ne — * Our follies and our Eh 


 a- 18585 . * 4 > 


afure; ſlaves 
and vaffals to his will and power, under worſe than Egyptian bon- 


I” _ 
82 — | 


355 OG > aw gots ih tt 
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ii orsſle, Ec. Eph. a e 1,1 


It is too common with the Aub of God, "when —_ 
with ſharp conflicts of ſoul, to write bitter things againſt them- 
ſelves. But we ſhould do well alway to bear in mind, that we 
are travellers a wee the territories of an 1 and i 


8 


, Soi. | WW. 
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mit him; nor ſhall-our exerciſe laſt one moment ny Silly our 
dear Maſter thinks proper; nor ſhall it iſſue in gur deſtruction, 
but in ſatan's flight, our ſoul's deliveranee, and our, God's. glory; 
_ "206 my thing: elſe that WP: us, 7 works der er for out 
Our enemies are Giritual powers, — W Fauler, who, for 
numbers, may be tiled legions. Their nearneſi to us, and — 2 
acceſs to our ſpirits, in a way of ſlriving and ſtruggling for che 
maſtery; in order to caſt us down, is very juſtly ſtiled, “: wreſtling.” 
Here the combatants graple with, and are joined ack. to. others 
and the greateſt danger is from the feet being tript off the 
E whereby we 5 be maimed and bruiſed by a fall. 
appy for us, we ſtand: we ſtand by the power of God through 
faith we ſtand upon this is. foundation, The Lord knoweth.. 
them that are his.” And Jeſus knows that his people will be expoſed... 
to onſets of the enemy, but no power, ſubtilty, or malice ſhall pre- 
. vail, none (ſays our dear Preferver) ſhall pluck them out pe pits 
bands:“ I, as man; and mediator, hold them by Lovx: 
Father is greater that, 1 He keeps them by bis irreſiſtible ad 
15 99 855 power. Vet. e it muſt be owned, that conflicts for 
eaſon are grievous. To be attacked by a powerful invifible 
ou whoſe element where he rules; as well as the time of battle, 
is always in darkneſs; therefore. moſt afiQing, to the Ade of 
light. But what a ſoul-ſtrengtheving, heart-xeviying, and { +4; 
. voice ſpeaks from Pe to us l Hear, O ſoul, it i 
the voice of thy Redeemer Captain of thy. ſalvation. 1 
thou ready to think. he bad i 55 to thy own weakneſs? N 


% Fear thou not, for I am with. tl e. L will opbold thee with; boo. 
right hand of my righteouſneſs.” Iſa. 41. 10. 


4 28 f 
Jeſus the Lord: ſhall guard me ſafe God is my everlaſting aid, : 
+ Fram-ev'ry ill Aer 8 Ang hell ſhall. rage in. . $2 7 Þ. 
And to his heav'nly' ingdom take To him be higheſt enk — ! 
Fee = * And encleſs praiſe, Amen 
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Rejoice in the Lord 8 and n 1 fo Wa, 
Phil. 4. 4. 


The wile man ſaith, «He . is of A m—_ heyre * a conti. 


nual feaſt.” Prov. 15. 15, Every believer in Jeſus hath: à con- 


inual feaſt, and therefore has always reaſon, to be of a merry 
t; When he i is not he lives below ht privilege, and forgets 
the command of his loving Lord. Though daily experience Pro- 
duceth enemies to his ſpiritaal joy. yet noue can -deſtroy, our 
ground or foundation of rejoicing : That is fixed.as. a rock» 
manent as the mountains, and. ſtandeth faſt forever an Lever, 
well knew this by his own experience: As fotrowſul,. yet always 
| rejoicing; ” be deſcribes as the 3 motto. t though 
wach him thou art daily cryin « O wreiched, man that I 
am, according to the fleſh. Vet, e thou haſt the ſame 
reaſon always to thank God, and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus ufer che 
e a Paul bad. Though in thyſelf cauſe of mourning and 
umiliation, vet continual matter of Joy and rejoicing | the 
Ford Jeſus. 


Here is the villa of a Sin to underſtand right, and to 


abt a - bis e „As having nothing in nature, yet 
fling all pe” Being. par, to:Jefes, in whom all 
3 — well and words d with all ſpiritaal bleſings by God 
Father 8 him.” It is therefore our ſweet privilege always to 
— 5 in Chriſt Jeſus; in experience we find believing views of 
Jeſus oauſe 2 98 in him. If we ſearch the ſcriptures, which 
ceſtify of 1 — dwell much in meditation on his perſon, his of- 
8 f joy, and day be:looki 
ceide 2\never-failing' ſpring of joy, day by day 1 
that by the Holy er a — intereſt more clearly i in 5 
0 — even though the face and appearance of outward chings 
A . a gloomy countenance to nature and ſenſe, yet ſhall we 
fall prophet, who 7 „Thoagh The hg-tree 


15 ſhall an oy neither ſhall. fruit be in the vines ; the labour of 


the lire ſhall fail, and the fields mall yield, no meat; the flock 
ſhall de cut off from the fold, .and there mall be no berd in the 
5 : Yet I will fejoice in * 1 Ws Joy. re Sor 1 my 


eden, Hi Habak. 3. 17, 18. 
OR love the Led, AP | "Religjes never 5 8 . 
And let our Joys be ky A 5 To make pur F n. 
- Join in a ſong of ſweet accord) H 
And all yourtroubles drowns! + © Din levoire Joy 'abound, * 
OE EIT And ev'ry-tear be dry; 5 
The 228 of the mina 5 Wes remarchingthre” iin. 5 


eee ee, I0%;.rrer works on bigh. 
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righteouſneſs, his interceſſion, -we-ſhall per · 
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James 2. 14. 
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bas doth it profit; my brethren, though a man ſay 
be hath faith, and haus not works? Can faith\/ape biu 


by us while in a Rate. of nature. Hut many of God's dear chil 
drew by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, are often in donbt and porplexityz 
left their faith ſhould got be the faith of God's elect; to which 


filvation is ſure. This may ariſe through the  weakoeſs of their 


yoderftanding in the ward of truth, and becauſe as yet faith doth 
not briag fortk the fruits of joy and. aGurance. But ſooner or later 
the Holy Ghoſt, in a way ar will make this matter 
clear and ſatisfaclory to their hearts. But if a man ſay he hath 
faith, and haue not works, khis is a weed which. grows wild in 
What dotk it profig? it brings no glory to God-—it is un- 
profitable to man. No works of love and mercy flow from it. 
Faith our Saviour. Every plaat which my heavenly Father 
hath not planted, ſhall be rooted up.“ Matt. 15. 13. The apoſ- 
tle puts an important queſtion, « Can. faith fave him?“ This is 
equal to a ſtrong aſſertion, It cannot; he deceives his ſoul. But 
doſt thag think thy faith, even accompanied with good works, 
can ſays thee, O chriſtian? Verily po; more than thy repentance, 
or thy love : Theſe are alike gifts of grace by Jeſus Chriſt. Given 
not ta rival the Savioyy in the heart—not to ſhare. with him in the 
glory of ſalyation: But to honour him, and comfort his members. 
Yet, we are ever to conſider faith a precious grace of covenant- 
love, It endears a precious Saviour to the heart—it-< works by 
love.“ By faith feet peace, divine love, heavenly jays, are felt 
and experienced in the heart; and the end of faith will iſſue in the 
ſalxatiom of the foul. J Lend 


Bot ever know faith dorh not procure. God's love, obtain his 


favour, . make aanement for the guilt) of thy ſins, work ant a 
righteouſneſs tojuſtify thee, nor merit the power of the Holy Spi- 


rit to fanctiſy thee : All this is enjoyed: in believing, but not pro- 


cared by faith, , Faith, like the baptilt's voice, cries in the foul, 


* Behold the Lamb of God.” It claims na ſhare in fulfilling terms 
of peace, or obeying conditions of ſalyation. By faith wehanour 
God's ward, look to his everlaſting love, rely on. Jeſus, mourn 
over fin, aþhor ourſelves, and repent as in fit and aſhes. Peace, 
love, joy, and all the inward fruits, as well as outward obedience, 
a holy walk, fruitfulneſs:in every good word and work, are pro- 
duced by the Holy Spirit, from the life and viguur of faith. How 
bighly then doth it concern us daily to pray, “ Lord, inereaſe qur 
„ THT 077 2 HW Wy 7 
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Vo v. 4; (308 ) 5 
e . , ed . 
For foe A ft thin berſelß, If I 100 but touch bis 
Berman, 1 ſhall be *vhole. Matt. 9. 27. N 
30 2001 E 10 of u 15 2 2 tai _ 
The gale « of this poor woman was quite de def} rate: Many pain- 
fol operations. the had undergone in Hopes of ature: Her money 
all ſpent in procuring remec s. Her Aich ger fo far from being 
Ils -abated;;grew;worſe-and;wor All human 'hope and help failed, 
+: guck pale death ſeemed. 0 app roach her SR þ great ſpeed. But 
YO ſoggeſtion to her ming, «.If may büt touch the garment? 
Sf that man, who. e ſompnded by yonder dose I ſhallceertainly be 
17) cured; hat could ſhe ſee in Jeſus in particular mote han in any 
Sthen man Surprifing to think oh, a cure from a touch! A touch not 
eos ble perſon. but his ment! How can nature and reaſon account 
5 on Shis Hag ſhe con ulted fleſh and blood, ſure the would have con- 
111: /Ocludeds; this duggeſtion. is meer fancy, and will end in deluſion. 
5 Rat - the; holy Spirit ad jpwardly made kriown' Jeſus to her. She 
| paß aw ſpmewhbat of his glory, Hence her mind was diſpoſed to- 
d /ands chin, and ſhe believed in ber heart his power to heal her: 
and 2 peaks, within herſelf, her thoughts concerning him. 
gShe eameſand touched him with fear and frembling, but ſhe de. 
e 1. parted; with triumph and. rejoicing. 
e How:deeret. and inviſible. are the operations of the spirit, in 
N 5 Working Faith 4 in the hearts of poor ſinners! „ No man can come 
„ agunto me, faith; Jeſus, except the Father draw him. John 6. 44. 
Ee ſight; of Chrilt ry af ſpecial / grace. The firſt thought of help 
and hope in Jeſus for poor finners is from the word of truth and 
bi fo by the power of the Spirit, and the ſoul ſoon evidences irſelf to have 
che faith of God's elect.“ for, under à ſight and ſenſe of 
: P Ats deſperate ſtate and undone Edndition, it goes to Jeſus and him 
only ſor pardon and ſalyation: yet the pobr Heart is often exerciſed 
© ' Ih with an ir; if I did 10 belie ene in him—ifT dic but touch him— 
120 i Ldid but, feel in 22 ſelf Lwas healed of my fit ang plague, O how 
+ -Jihould xejojce!! Well, thongh rhe ſoul ſeems oppoſed by a croud 
3 bg. of 96 appaition.s 155 difficulties, yet wilF it not 8 ſatisfied 
ſound peace in Jeſus—-till it hears the voier of its Beloved 
king —.— and 05 mfort by the word. © When, like Ifaiah, 
25:5 E cries out, ** Woe is me, I am undone,” it cannot reſt till 
d. Rye coal, from the altar of Jeſus love, is laid 
— gy 15 Wesch, "and his lang guage: 18 changed to, am ſaved by 


e, for: $10 dhe bath. tou uche ü boy, e _ if 


* 
* 


0 © Ha, 6 7. 
Ber n 18/8363; Hehe el 9:3 var eta. 
vie LAN Ka oth hs ev? MAR: CELIA love, | 
40 00 F t his ſmiles appeas? It vas for you I'dy'd; 


And gh! what melting words he for Behold my hands, Fehold my feet, 
To en humble car! And lpok unto my fide. : 
+ & 4 


Jo ſappoſe that a believer in] 
principle of holineſs, and to call updn and excite him to do any 
tthing in order to gt or procure the life of holineſs; is unſeriptũral; 
in performing the actiops of life in order to get liſe: for we are all 
naturally dead in treſpaſſes and fins through the firſt Adam but 
tte ſecond Adam, Jeſus Chriſt, is a quickening Spitit, and every 


a 4 
. 
- > 


4 52 8 : And all thy ſtatutes juſt; eons + 
7 on 8 maintain a conſtant fight 29579 
oh n 


_ « Thy. word is everlaſting truth, F I 
„FH puts every fe: e I glory in my lord 
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8 2 As. be who bath called you is Boly, ſo. be ve Boly 
ß 


No v. 3. 
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E eden 


eſus is deſtitute of the root or 


urd as to expect à dead corps ſhould exert itſeif 


* 
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believer is made alive unto God through Jeſus Chriſt and is created 

In true holineſs. Chriſt is made ſanQification' unte him, and from 

a holy life received he is called to have his fruit untè holineſs. 
Therefore exhortations to excite and ſtir up fuch to a godly practice 


and holy converſation, are as neceſſary as they are frequent in the 
word of God. Art thou, O ſoul, a child of God by faith in Chriſt 


. "Jeſus? What an ineſtimable honour is this! it ſhouldibe the daily 
care and conſtant concern of thy foul, to walk worthy of this higb and 


"honourable vocation. It degrades thy birth to ſtoop to gratify baſe 


fauſts. It demeans-thy character to take up in the leaſt with the 


ſlavery of fin and drudgery of fatan. It was good advice a Hea- 
then gave to a prince who was in danger of learning evil from bad 
company, Always remember thou art a King's ſon.“ So thou, 
ever remember it, O chriſtian, art a ſon of the King of kings. Thy 
Father is holy. Study to be like him. Aim to reſemble him in 


| thy daily walk. This day thou wilt be expoſed to the ſnares of 


"fin and temptations to evil, they are ever beſetting cheese. Remem- 


ber thy calling, it is to holineſs of life. Think of the end of it, 


bappineſs in glory. Methinks it ſhould ſound as harſh in one's 
ears, to hear of a wicked chriſtian, as to hear of a dark ſun. As 


_ knowing thy danger, remember thy Saviour's power, he can and 


' firevgthen thee, .. © Without Jeſus thou canſt do nothing, through 
Chriſt, ſtrengthening thee. thou canſt do all things.“ The more 


» -* weakneſs and -finfu neſs thou findeſt and feeleſt, ſo much the more 
+ -"| Thouldi: thou prize Jeſus and ply at thethroiſe'of his grace. 
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: Nov. 6 . 4 ( 310 ) 1 5 
4 friend loveth at all times, and a brother i is ert for ator Zy. 
Prev. 27. 17. 8 l WX 0 
We have a very kriking Yor —— of a genuine is 50 ieee 
friendſhip which mutually ſubſiſted between David and Jonathan. 
How affecting i is that pathetic- mournful exclamation of David, 


when friendſhip's ſweet bands were diflolved. i in death ü am diſ— 
teſſed for thee, my brother Jonathan; Very pleaſant haſt then 


been unto me: Thy love to me was wonderiul, paſſing che love of 
women.“ 3 Sam. 1. 16, Who can, read, this plaintiye note with⸗ 


ut though their love and friendſhip. ever. abated in the dark 
ſcenes of adverſity, but was alike at all times; yet death put a 
period to its exiſtence. Natural frienchig) lives not en the 
confines of the grave. 

But, © diſciple of the Lamb, thou haſt a Friend who ever lives 


-and exer loyes. The moſt exalted friendſhip, when, compared to 


his, diminiſhes in glory, as tha light of the brighteſt ſtar diſa 
pears, When the dazling glory of the ſon ſhines forth. Is net Jeſus 
* Friend who loveth at all times? Yea, before time had its 
| his love, exiſted, towards his church. Every member 
was Fore by bim, and was given to bim of the Father. Al 
ben in time he faw them polluted 1 in their blood, defiled. wi 
550, and jothſom in their perſons, yet (O. wonderful!) that a 
ids time of love, he paſſed by, his eye ſaw, his heart loved 
Bis lips ſaid; Live, Poſt thou, O Rl. live by faith on the gps of 
God? This is the effect of love; this is love known and mani- 
ſeſied. But even fill doſt thou nd daily that thou art a Rae 
Huter j therefore thou art grieved, and thinkeſt thou ſhalt y. 
out che love of thy friend? No; that cannot be; he loveth at 
times; and Wie he loves, he loves to the end). 
Jeſus is the Brother born for adverſity: to comfort ns in 


and to ſupport thee under it: Now thou art in an adverſe ſtate; 
the world, the fleſb, and the of devil 5 againſt thee; but thy 


Friend is above, en for thee hes Ge ſtronger than all: 
therefore though in dangers oft, yet abr 


his, © he bore them in bis own body.” Surel 0 00 he hath born 

our griefs, ob arried our ſorrows.” 5 2 be hath he loved before 
time, and do be 

from the love of Jeſus 7 

thats con uerors, throws þ 

power o Jeſis'is's 


given me, be with me where I am.“ John 17. 24. 


out ſympathy ? Wiſdom: $ aſſertion i is. e exemplißed i in them. 


Jeſus was born to 
ſuſfer adverkity. for, his brethren. A friend and 2 4.7 makes 
ones ſorrows and ſufferings his he 155 did Jeſus. Our fins Were 


love at all times ? Then what ſhall: ſeparate. 
"Nothing; for . in all things we'are. more 
ouph” him who loved us, $0 that as the 
al to his love, death, which parts the deareſt 
friends, and diſſolves the ſweeteſt friendfhip here, ſhall introduce 
us to the neareſt enjoyment of our beſt F rend, and deareſt Brother 
above: for he ſays, “ Father, I will that they whom thou haſt 


7. Er) 1 


2 be Lord hath laid __ bim the . of 4s. _ 
has, 53%. 1 


| Hen we behold the tranſaction of the glorious Trinity in * 
eovenant of grace. Here is the method of the ſalvation of ſinners 


of:mankind. Jehovah, the Father lays, or cauſes to meet, all the 


ſins of | his people upon the Surety of the covenant. the Son of his 
lebe. Jeſus/ undertakes to bear them, and the Holy Ghoſt pub» 
liſhes this joyful truth unto the children of men, he works faith 
in their hearts and bears witneſs with their ſpirits of ſalvation here-: 
by. Thus the three glorious Perſons in the Godhead agree in 
one; even this ane truth, ſalvation by ſeſus. Happy is the man 
that believes it. Faith looks to the deſigns of grage, and reſts 8 
on the aceompliſhment of covenant · love. | 


He chat undertakes to be ſurety for another, chen the eden . 
koned to him and be accepts it. Thus ogr dear Saviour, aur blei- 


ſed furety-ftood up for us, engaged in our behalf. Our debts, all 
our .iniquities they are imputed. to him, laid upon him, charged 
upon his ,perſon, he bears them in his on bod 
He fully ſatisfies, perfectly atones divine juſtice ſar 


iy an the tree?” | 
„By the 


one ſacrifice of himſelf he hath taken them all DNBY made an end 


of fin.” Thus through the atonement of Jeſus, g uſtice a Aatisſial, 


grace reigns, mercy triumphs, finners are pardoned, believers re- 


oice. O believer, thou art bleſſed of thy -God who is juſt, ther- 


e doth not, cannot impute ſin unto thee. True, thou haſt c- 


mitted (ins, but it is as true, they were all laid upon Jeſus; Tn, 
thou doſt commit ſin, it is 7 6 665 true Ohriſt did bear chem: 
thou wilt commit fin, it is per 
for them all, thou haſt nothing 0 plead but guilty. Every cha 
the enemy brings from the righteous law againit thee is juſt; -own - 
it, -but ever plead i in thine own gonſcience, Jeſus hath ſatisfied for 
all, for there is now no condemnation to thee. O believer, this as 
a moſt precious truth, it 4s the truth of God, let devils cage againſt 
it, let men oppoſe it, yet will it be found trae in its nature, moſt 
happy in its ebnſequences to the children of God. Hence flows 


their: peace, their holineſs, their heaven. Hear their ſong below, | 


« Phe love of Chriſt conftraineth . us, .becauſe we thus j 

that they which live ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelues, "a 

unto him that died for them and roſe again.“ 2 Cor. 5; 14, 1g. 

Near their triumph above, Salvation to our Cod Who fitteth 
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Such are the effects, when ſovereign grace reacheth a ſinner's 


heart. When the light of truth ſhines in the conſcience, it makes 
the ſtouteſt heart to tremble. When Jeſas is manifeſted to the 


foal, it cauſes wonder and aſtoniſhment. Tranſient convictions of 


ſin often beget horror of conſcience ; and they often pals away as 
the morning cloud and early dew. Such converſions are very com- 
mon. Sinnets are frequently turned from one ſeR and ſyſtem of opinĩ- 
ons to another: Yea, alſo by their lives and practices, they ſeem 


converted and changed: And often, where there is the leaſt cauſe, 


there is the greateſt confidence: Eſpecially if perſons” are con- 


firmed in their hopes 1 great pretenſion to experience, and can 


talk much of ecſtaſies and raptures, viſions and revelations; which 
they ſuppoſe were from God. While many poor, trembling, 
ſelf-emptied, and low-abaſed. ſouls, who know and feel nothing 


but fin and helpleſſneſs in themſelves, and from a diſcovery of the 
glory of Jeſus, and the perfection of his ſalvation, ſeek all in him, 


and expect all from him. But yet they may remain diffident of 


their ſtate, and doubtful of their converſion; and be often exer- 


ciſed with great perplexity of mind for a ſeaſon, In both caſes 


time only fully, manifeſts the truth of converſion : Effects beſt prove 
%%% ne 7 Te of 


When Chriſt is revealed to the heart, when the ſoul, by the 


eye of faith, 4 ſees him who is inviſible,” it diſcovers itſe}f by 


holy mourning, and godly ſorrow for paſt condut—humble hope 
and ſcripture confidence of ſalvation; and this excites prayer to 
Jeiue for inſtruction, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do.” 
The foul defires to obey his will in truth and love. The habitual 
frame of the foul to Chriſt, his truths and commandments, is 


a ſtronger evidence of real converſion than all viſions, ecſtaſies, 


horror or tranſports which the paſſions can yield. So St. Paul's 


after conduct to Jeſus and his cauſe, fully proved that he had felt 
the power, and taſted the ſweetneſs of a Saviour's love. Thus, 
« ſefus the exalted Prince and Saviour, gives repentance and for- 
f e gen of ſins. The witneſs, of this is the Holy Ghoſt, whom 


od gies to them that obey him.” Ads 5. 31, 32. 
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ght of oppoſition from nature and reaſon againſt fuch a We 


Soul, ever remember with humility and thank atneſs, our 18 wy 


viour ſaĩtli, Unto you it is given to know the myſtery of the kin nao ; 
pre- 


of God.” Mark: 4. 1 T. © Theſe things are bid from che wile an 


dent O diſeiple, whilſt thou adoreſt the Father's love, RET, in 


the Son's: grace, remember thou art wholly indebted or all th is rich 


ze de Spirit, who i. the glorifer of jeder by_rurnidg is 
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His bloed cleanſeth from all fin.” 1 John 1. 7. 


Nov. 14. _, Cath 

* Pertaining to the conſcience. Heb. g. 9. 

There is in all of us inward perception and knowledge, as well 
as outward diſcernment and obſervation. What paſſeth on our 
minds only God and our own ſpirits are privy to. Herein conſiſts 
the peculiar glory and excellency of the religion of Jeſus, We adopt 
that ſaying, © My mind to me a kingdom is,“ for we feel in our 
minds the kingdom of Jeſus. We find ſome what more than out- 
ward ſhew or Thadows we enjoy inward ſubſtantia] bleſings; fuch as 
a flranger intermeddles not with. The truths of Jeſus do not mere- 


' ty amuſe our heads and engage our tongues, but are brought home 


d applied to our hearts and conſciences. As the godly patriarchs 
were perſuaded of them and embraced them.“ Heb 11. 13. 


| They hupoed and embraced them as their rich portion and heavenly 


treaſure.* "The life of the e eee of it to the 
cbn{ence, is the ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus upon it. 
What was that great lord the better for the miraculous plenty in 
Samaria, When Eliſha told him, „he ſhould fee it with his eyes, 
ur not Ear of it?“ 2 Kings 7. 19. Feeding upon Jeſus in the 
heart; as the accompliſhment of all the types, ceremonies, and 
inftitutions of old; and as the ſum and. ſubſtance of every chrif- 
tian duty: and golpdgrdinince now ; this brings in per&tion to 
"Thus we ate to Jook to Jefus in the perfection of his atone- 


ment —in the completeneſs of kis Tighteouſneſs. So we are daily 


td exerciſe ourſelves, that we may have and keep a good conſcience 


pbyified from fin and undefiled with corruption, purged from dead 
Works to ſerve. the living God, and our hearts ſprinkled om an 
Evit-conſcience that we may inwardly rejoice in him, and comfſor- 
tably walk before him, and long for the enjoyment of bim. Here- 


in we glory in being PexFtcTIONISTSs, for in Jeſus we know we 


have perfett atonement and perfect cleanſing from all. fin in his 


| Yood; we are afſored that we have in him a perfect righteouſneſs 


in which we gloiy, to appear in the preſerice of God and to plead 


| before his throne: This is our wedding garment, we have it by 


being married to the Lamb. But we dare not look to any thing 
elſe Þr perfection; if we do, we feel the dreadful effects of it, our 
tonfiehce is ftantly defiled?) HS 1 gen BY 4 2h 

- Conſcience is the beſt friend or the worſt enemy. A ſenſe of ſin 
makes it our worſt enemy. Our bleſſed Jeſus makes it our beſt com- 
panion. Happy for us, if the moment we feel a ſenſe of ſin, we 


Inſtantly confeſs it to Jeſus, pray him to take it away, and give us 


peace in our conſciences. To this very end he came into the world, 


and in vain can we expect a conſcience from any other object. 
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ages have triumphed in him; and, bleſſed be God, 
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He is the 1 the Father; the Spirit bears witnefs to no other; 
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refuge for us. Selah.” Pſalm 62. 8. 
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riches in glory, by Chriſt Jeſus. Phil. 4. 19. 


Paul, though. an eminent ſaint, and a great apoftle, was yet a 

man of like. paſſions, a poor ſinner, even as others: Yet, with 
what, amazing boldneſs and confidence he ſpeaks of what his God 
ſhall do Though he had never been admitted into the. ſecret 


its My God ſball ſupply all your need, according to bis 


counſels of. the. glorious Trinlty, yet the Holy Spirit had well in- 


ſtructed him in the covenant tranſactions of Jehovah. He well 


knew the nature of the everlaſting covenant; that it was © ordered 


in all things“ in infinite wiſdom, and eternal love: That all- the 


graces and bleſſings contaiged in it are ſure to all the heirs of pro- 
miſe. As ſoon might a God of truth prove falſe—a God of faith- 


fulneſs be unjult, as any one of his promiſes, through the faith of 
Jeſus, fail. Rs of SO TEN EL thi 


Bauch js the ſecurity. of the covenant. Such the confidence of 


faith. God the Father is the fountain—the Son. the treaſury 
and the Spirit the diſpenſer of all grace, Believers needs are 
God's concerns. They thall have a rich ſupply for all their wants, 
The value of their ſupplies are enhanced to the higheſt degree; 
Not only riches, but riches in glory; glorious riches. They, re- 
ceive all from glory; and all comes to them through the glorified 
Man Jeſus Chriſt; he is their © Friend that loveth at all times: 
their brother who was born for adverſity.” In the hour of our 
diſtreſſes, and in the time of our need, we too often forget that 
we have ſuch a God and Saviour to truſt in and call upon. Inſtead 

of looking to a throne of grace, we pore over a dunghill of cor- 
ruptions, where we are ſure to find nothing but miſery, poverty and 
ſin. 1s there ſuch an inexhauſtible fund of riches in Chriſt Jeſus ? 
Is it for the. poor and needy ? Diſhonourable thought of Jeſus, ever 
to imagine he is an unconcerned ſpectator of our wants l or that 
he will withhold when we need. Nay, but © he knows how. to 
have compaſſion.” He is touched with a tender ſympathy, a feel- 


ing ſenſe of our infirmities,” Heb. 4. 15... © Truſt in him at all 


times; ye people, pour out your hearts before him: God. is a 
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aud Abel beartt grew degected and faint in their ours, he. 1 


tes them do an inexhaufible fountain of cosſolation and joy. 


apt _— ate Witten in heaven.” Always rejoice. in. this, and 


ys 5 unte God a Geet favour of Chriſt, as well in them 


fat ph, An = thar are ſavsd.” 2 Cor. 3. 1. 

is is alſo à feet leſſon to every chriftian, It is doublets 
S 6 feat joy to find and feel the power of ſin and ſatan ſub- 
—2 ace uſts  niortified, diſorderly paſſions reſtrained, un- 
"Drought into ſubjection, and the meckneſs and 


Ea . ve the rule and e e ones heart. 


iritua? bleſſings we are inexprefſibly indabted to the 
Holy Spin through the 'faith of Jefas. Notwithſlanding “ in 


. this rejence not” foaly and chiefly]'faith Jeſus. He leads us from 


the- ſtreams to the fountain ; from. the effects to the cauſe. Ra- 
— joiee becauſe nam es are written in heaven,” In times 
neſs, thi manifold” temptations, frames may vary. 
feulons of darkne eli s und Comforts may decline; never- 
ehelels the foundation -of God ftandeth ſure, baving this ſeal, 


Tue Lord knoweth them that are bis.“ 2 Tim. 3. 19. But can 


ene know chat hie name is written in the book of life? 
Doubilefi-we-muy, elfe chere is no meaning in our Lord's words. 
How can one rejoice on this account, if we do not know it? . 
e not read the bock ef Ve,” yet, glory to the Spirit, we 
have the records of trath;” Theſe reveal it plainly DOS We are 
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glory, was cauſed by our fins. Not a tranigrefſion a diſciple” of 
- Jeſus commits, but the precious blood of his Maſter was ſpile.far. 
The life of fin; and love of fin, 3 is in our nature, And the law of in is 
in our members. And while we arg daily expoſe to ſin in our prac- 
tice, ſatan, like a powerful Aſſyrian army, wall invade; our 
nature, and attack the 255 -of our ſouls. What can wen der. f 
we deny his charge, and fa, We have np fin, we * .deceive « 
ſelves, And. the truth is > In ui.“ Acknow his. 
we muſt. All in nature, reaſon and conſcience unite 10 witneſs 
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Nov. 18. {6 322) 


ue ſoy we PF no fin, we 
- the truth. is not in us. i John 1. 


--:-$igtere upright fouls before God, the ſcriptures l erer. 
Tbiy are free from 8 and Amman. They judge” of 
e of themſelves, according to truth. d 
who is 5 ly THE TRYT H, dwelleth in their hearts by 

5 and the Spirit leads them into A1 truth, Loncerning them- 
and the vation Which is an, Chriſt." "The enemy, 'who 
” not in the truch bined; i is ever blindlog fouls to the Huth, and 
2 wving.ta feduce them from the trarh} and 'to' make them not only 
ein u but themſelves allo; "he never: baits? His hock with 


ighly than we ; ought is hike” anden 
F ourſclves, and” ay; I am not like 
e very 'of Fhaxiſaiſm. 


Fare ourſelves, . 


Ee Spee ane i c ealy ved us? 
and feeli . i pes a high fever lays, FER quite well, I 
We are ſure he has a deceitful ſenſe, he is not in 
WB mind. Alas, Or ſenſes ane deceitful judges. They may 
delade us. They moſt certainly de, if they teſtify contrary to the 
4ruths of God's wond. - And 8 is oh ah lorifiea. by the 
„Muth, Shall we give the lie to the Spirit of truth, and 
ie word ef much, under , pretence of piorifying Jeſus ? Beware, 
| Ou, -ſateld, /45-transfornis bimfelf into an ef light,” 


kad would many his, Chet, eos "Thou herb in, For another 


ES! he hw 


N 5 With ng un- 
1 þ s have” fol- 


King kee 24 0 at 
A ere fall! ($978 


— foul, ever MOOD 20 thou ſtandeſt by Toki Teas us 
ire out of . ourſelves to the. x perfeftion” Thien be not — 2 
5 ed, {exalted and lifted up wh a notion of a ſtate contrary 


Gale Truth, and which ta Veloved «pofile Miles” elf deceit, 


but fears”? der de aftaid of reſiſting the light, and ſetting thy- 
- ffi in oppoſition to the e poſitive affertions of the 1 of truth. 
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This is 7228 record, that God hath given te 4 klernal 
tes, and this life is in his Son: be That "6h 0 Wes 
Se + John 5. n N 


Soyet ign power permits man to fell. Guilt fills the enced 
pair with, dread, and cuts off all hope in God, all claim upon 
him; therefore our firſt parents “ fled from the preſence of the 
Lord, and hid themſelves. Sovereign Love interpoſed, and the 
poor, guilty, trembling partners in woe, were called before their 
bighly-offended, julily. provoked Lord. Was it to behold bim 
elothed with vengeance? to hear the ſentence of their eternal 
doom to deſtruction? to ſee hell opened to receive them? Be 
aſtoniſhed, O heavens! rejoice, ye apoſtate children of hell de- 
_ ſerving parents! A record of what was tranſacted in the 5 
court and counſel of heaven, is publiſhed on earth, whieh 
inſtead of wrath, mercy—inſtead of woe, bleſſing—inftead” ot * 
tred. love —inſtead of eternal death, everlaſting life—inificad of a 
hell of miſery, a heaven of happineſs, to their trembling hearts. 
Thus man came not to meet God, to ſve for pardon, and intreat 
grace, but fled his preſence ;; yet the Lord follows ſinful man with 
love. in his heart, not to propoſe, terms of accommodation. or 
conditions of peace, but to proclaim. the joyful news of eternal 
life as the free gift, of free favour, unmerited grace, pncogditional 
mercy, in and by the ſeed of the woman, Jefus Chriſt; ' Gloriovs 
record of love! bleſſed teſtimony of life! joyful tidings of grace! 
Haſt thou heard, known and believed it? Praiſe che, Lord, O 
my ſoul, and all that is within me praiſe his holy name.” Behold 
and admire the wiſdom as well as the love of thy God, and in this 
rejoice and be humble continually; life, eternal liſe is given us in 
his beloved Son, thereſore can never be loſt and forfeited. * 2 


Our life is hid with Chriſt in God.“ O. if Jeſus dwells in dur 


hearts by faith, we have God's beloved wy we have eternal life. 
Tbe report of it is joyful ta our. ears; the enjoyment of it enter 
gor hearts, and creates our . heaven, and fills us with Joyful 
hopes of future glory. We have the ſtrongeſt confidence,” the 
fulleſt aſſurance to animate our ſouls, Becauſe 1 live, faith che 
Head, ye Imy members] ſhall live alſo,” John 14. 19. God hath 
given us eternal life, and he is faithful, he wälb not Fre ib own 
free precious gift. | "Jeſus, hath overcome every enemy and op 5 
- that might prevent, our enjoy ment of eternal life. We are joined 
- unto; the Lord, are one ſpirit, 1 Cox. 6. 17. i 
| hath; effected ſuch a union ere as can never be broken,” 


| Looks up my ſoul, ta him Ad humbly view the living ban 7 
Whoſe death Was thy deſert; | 8 5 75 Age _ his e Nasse. 
2 J 


* 


No v. 20. ( 324 ) 


r not thy. Face from mne; pa mt fer bant 
any in mgo bon hat been my Belp. 12 da not, 
er forfakteme, O God of din Palm 2%. 9. 


821 ee faileth : It ever Wotteelk fir che heart of diſciples 
towardaitscbeloved bject it Enmbr bear 1 55 dr ſeparation 
em! Jebin2«the thooght of it id 5 icy And a the. dread | 
- vit plead; We $b@"R1Gorks* With at eſt the. poor 
loie:the guet ſenſe ant TonIfortih ger | 
. 38 ity 'heaven=his" oe is Its e , 
eee frowus bring gloom aud ſorrow by" the 
„mind: SW poet heart Keese a ſenfible 2 withdraying- of 
Gaben dals e ee is hid, ſt cannot but be 
| naſtleſwandount 22iReat believers experience 'chiiftianity to be 
ole hann wame—==doQrines! mote than meer ſpeculations to fill | 
«tht head; and arhuſerthe thoughts in ordinances ſomewhat more is 
oecd han 2 dull round And förmal attendance upon them. 
Religion istaiſe 'of lovenda fubſtance and enjoy ment of che God 
crete faichfulneſod of love, and the God of ordinances. 
„ Therefore ſuch 2'>foo! moſt of alt fears the anger of its eng 
Father, and dredds to be put away in diſ leaſure, though but for 
ne ban be defr to ones. ſelf, O this calls up ones cries and 
; and urgeto one to plead hard with ones dear Saviour. 
of* Thou haſt been my help.“ Paſt experiences” of the love and 
. of its Lord are remembred, und urged as a youu for preſent 
elp and future hope—his precious promiſes of Saſh and 
wach,: O they are beheld. as . ftly ales, like apples of gold 
vin pictures of filver.” Prov. 28: 11. Paſt love cannot be forgot- 
ten. Paſt mercies are recalled; and what the Lord is, ſtill in 
the appropriation of faith, is Plena os Forſake me not.“ Why 
97 8 thou art the God of my ſalvation.“ To whom 
mould we:go but to thee, O Jeſus! Thou haſt the words of eter- 
malliſes Forſake not the work of thine own © hands—the ſoul for 
| - whom: hon didſt:toil and ſuffer, bleed and die—there is ſalvation 
in theg and in no other have found it: fo—arife tho Sun of 
righeeduſueſi ſcattet the clouds of datkneſs, the miſts of fin, and 
che 1 umbelief=<recal:my wandring Reps—revive my drbop- 
ing ſpiri bcbring near thy ſvation in preient peace” and love, w 
"Boch ill be the cries and pleadings of Jeſus-Joving hearts: * Such 
Seeds enn ings of that faith which wotketh' by ove. At 
; See . Chriſt for its object; his faithfulneſs and truth 
It 9 for its pleas, his je glory For its" aim, 


ang aud enjoyment its 
4 54 r $: 5 oe OM Nel Bu; 6h © 
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win Thou Wali £0 before the face of th Tord 10 prepare 
Lis ways to give knowledge of ſalvation unto bis prope 
by te remiſſion of ther ſons. Luke 1 N TISIUR 


The day, of goſpel-truth, like the light of the morning, breaks 


7 


forth gradually upon the benighted ſoul, and it intreaſeth to mid- 
e brightneſs and glory. The path of the juſtifed is lie 
ing light, that ſhineth more and more unto the perfect 


the ec And th | _ 
day.“ Thus is it in the experience of enlightened' fouls: The 
light of God's word manifeſts the truth as it is in Jeſus gradually. 
IK diſcovers, condenination and guilt, by the law, and grace and 


pardon by the goſpel. The baptiſt· diſpenſation prepares the w 
fins, by the faith of Jeſus. The law is a voice only of wrath und 
terror to the ſoul. It leaves the poor ſinner in the drendful ſtate 
it finds him: pronounces its curſe upon bim. It can ſhow him 
no remedy. It points to no hope. To work wrath in the con- 
ſcience, and to condemn, is all the broken law cand. 
The voice of the baptiſt cries to the ſoul in a wilderneſs ate. 
Though. it is rather, the hoarſe ery of auſtere ſeverity; than the 
charming melodious voice of peace and love. It call, to baprifin 


of repentance—a confeſſion of ſins—a change of mind, :eoncerting 


former hopes of ſalvation—and alſo a change of life and praQice, 


be poor finner is hereby “ warned to flee from the wrath to 


come —is pointed to the Lamb of God, who taketh: away 
the lin of the world. 85 Ge A eee SIM DOs 31 

Many ſouls ſeem as it were to be broyght under this diſpenſatich. 

Some continue for a long ſeaſon in it. Ihey are in ſuſpenſe bet sen 


hope and fear concerning their ſtate. The, name of Jeſus is preti- 


ous to them, The. word is their hope, and the promiſes the ſtay 
of their ſouls. The Spirit of wiſdom ſees meet it ſhould: be ſb. But 
the kingdom of Jeſus is at hand in knowledge and comforti Sal- 
vation by Chriſt : is made known to them. But as yet they enjdy 
not the aſſured ſenſe of their own, intereſt in and che knowledge 


+ that, their ſins are forgiven through the blood of Chriſt They Are 


the people of God, though they are not fully aſſured of it not 
a having yet received :., the baptiſm of remiſſion o ſios, ch the 


Spirit of adoption. But pardon is the certain irilege of -believ- 


ing ſouls—it is ſure by. the promiſe. of à faithful God. —it is ob- 
rained. by the precious blood of Jeſus—it aſſuredly ſhall be enjoyed 
2 the gift of the comforting Spirit. . The viſion is yet for aß aj 

pointe d. time; but at the end it ſhall ſpeak, and not lie: Though 
it tarty, wait for it, becauſe it will ſurely eome, it will not tarfy. 
The juſt ſhall live by his faith.” Hab. 2. 3. 4+ ASSN NIE > 


Nov. 22. | ( 326 ) 
Wait on the Lord: be of. good courage, and he 0 


Fe thine” heart: is mn 1 Jas” on e Lord. T 


Pim: wIy oh aa FORT VIEW m 9 1115 5 


« He of $668 Wark! 8 Alas, How! can che be by lien! al 
ſenſe and feeling tend to diſicarten the mind And deject the ſoul? 
Lively frames in duty ſweet enlargements of heart, heavenly tranſ- 

Pens of jo, ae ecftaſies of faith, raviſhing taſtes of love, 
„ Eu me Noah's dove have taken their flight, I fear, ſays'the 8 

heart, never, never more to return. Truly, like Hezeki 
E *nionrn' as à dove, mine eyes fail with locking upward, O how 
Fath opprefſed, undertake for me.“ Iſa. 38. 14. Still faith the Com- 
fofter B his word, 4 Be of good courage! !” remember thy calling, 
it 18 to liv e 5 F3th to ' honour thy Lord and be obedient to his 
word. Ts Haſt the ſentence of death in thyſelf,” that thou 
Mou1df*for trüft in thyſelf, leſt thine heart depart from the Lord. 
Nor frames and feelings, but God's love and promiſes. in Chriſt Je- 
ſus to Hinners are tlie + undation of hope. Theſe are abundantly 8 
_— to inſpite" the ſoo! with courage, with good courage, to 
=o forges Ways of the Lord. 

of adinefs of faith, to cleave to Jeſus, to abide by 
the truth, ſieadily to perſevere in the paths of duty, in the our 
of obedience. to him. Shall this be ever ſuſpended, becauſe we 
have not lively frames and joyful. feelings? how would this prove 
that we walk by faith and our eye was fingle to Chriſt's glory? Nay 
we ſhall then only ſerve the Lord by fits and ſtarts of ſenſe and paſ- 
Fon, rather than” by the uniform confiſtent obedience of faith, | 
The Lord's word is out rule of duty. | His promiſes our ſupport. 
His grave is ſufficient for us. His Arctigth is made perfect in our 
weal ef If our hearts are weak, thut we cannot run with ala- 
che way of Gods commandments we deſire; ſo the much more 

n have we for dur fouls t6 wat on the Lord for the times of re- 
Seng from his prefence. But he will ſtrengthen our hearts, For 
he gireth power to the faint, "and t6 them that Have no might he in- 
ereaſeth- ſtrengtb. “ Ta; 40. 209. Wait, Tay; on the Lord,” David 
repeaty the ir Function wirk a holy fervour b th to his dm ſoul and 
to chers. Tie has Promifed, eee Folffient. ' Here is the ex- 


Fe of” 'F; Th, bitt che Lord Chrift for What we ſtand in 
| Fo es, ex pet fig. 10 receive alf from him; of rA 

moat Foray 5g hin; "MOR precious  ptoiniſe? 
018 Fn wel vp ard (hall renew their ſtrength; they ſhalt 


e they Mall run and 1 0 de 


Win or 
* 8 . . e r eee, 


I ara is. 


— 


ſoullss. 


the weakeſt believer in Jeſus hath che evidence of truth, the wit : 


ſrom every quarter, here is a proof of the inward ſubſiſtence, and 
evidence of ſpiritual and inviſible. objects, in their longing after, 


Nov. 23. ET i 3 
Now faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not ſeen. Heb. 11.1. . 

* Happineſs, that ineſtimable jewel, every man is in ſearch after. 
But to ſeek it from objects that are unſeen and inviſible to our na- 
tural ſenſes, is a downright paradox, and will be ever condemned 


as the greateſt abſurdity in the judgment of depraved ſenſe and care 
nal reaſon. In the knowledge, love and ;enjoyment of God, true 


happineſs alone conſiſts: and the only living and true God hath 


revealed himſelf in Chriſt jeſus, This is the chriſtian's God. He 


knows no other. It is a bleſſed truth built upon and ſupported 


by the word of God: And by faith this ſubſiſts in his mind, and is 
— and evident to him. PIER <1 ea ann 19 12 71550 37 
From this inward believing. That God was in Chriſt recon» 
ciling the world to himſelf,” O what an extenſive proſpect far hope 
ariſeth! God in Chriſt ; the promiſes all in Chriſt; and he that 
believeth is in Chr iſt, and Chrift dwelleth in his heart hy faith; 
all the bleſſings of time, and all the glories of eternity are ſure; 
they are ſettled by che yea and amen of God upon ſuch happy 


Or IE ILY PEN GHG uot: 2.4 eat 20 þ} 
- Shall any bold emiſſary from ſatan or the fleſh deman of the be⸗ 
lieving ſoul, what right haſt thou to the inheritance of this gao 
land? Abraham's ſons have Abraham's plea ; It is mine by promiſe ; 
by faith I ſojourn in it. God's promiſe is faith's claim. What he 
has ſpoken is the ground or ſubſiſtence of hope. But may not 
other witneſſes ſtand up and declare againſt the chtiſtian? Doubt- 


leſs many. From the old man, the fleſh, ſatan and the law. But 


the firſt is under ſentence of death, his witneſs is inv id, Satan is 


7-4, » 


a known liar from the beginning, therefore no credit is to be 
given to him. And the evidence of the law is out of date; it is ſu- 
perceded by the promiſe; © for the law, which was four hundred and 


thirty years after the covenant, which wasconficmed by God in Chi,. 


cannot ditanuul it, that it ſhould make the promiſe of none effect.“ 


Gal. 3. 17. But bleſſed be our Lord, though he. ſuffers his. chil- 
dren to he attacked by many adverſaries, he doth not leave himſelf 


without a witneſs and an evidence in their oun hearts. Though 
each one of them cannot ſay, I know l am a child of Gad, vet 


neſs in himſelf, and the reality and.. certainty of invifiole qhjects, 
things not ſeen; of things paſt in the eternal covenant of Kaas 
and peace of things in time, the finiſhed work of Jeſus—of thi 


ftronger- faith, in them, and clearer. cnowlsdge and emo 
them. To every one that hath ſhall be given, and he 
abundance.” Matt. 25. 29. 5 5 


ment of 
hall have 


< of Jelas—of things 
to come, the glories, of an eternal worid-—and amidft ee 0 
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No v. 24. | | ( 328 ) 


The wor of © Gd. which effefiually unt ea in 
you that believe. 1 Theſſ 2. 13. 


— of grace} Iſſued from an earthly king, has Wor- 
ed effectust to reduce the moſt deſperate and hardened. rebels to 


lay don their arme and promiſe true allegiance. But though the 


word vf God i 1 p ion of free grace, glad tidings of full 


Pardon, though” replete wich the molt — expoſtulations, the 


Invitations,' yet ſo abominable is bur perverſeneſs, 
fo daring ob obſtinacy, that we ſhould remain deaf to every call, 


ti me ito his-juftly deſerved wrath and juſtice- But O 

e? lie in the duſt, O bo: 4 ſool. and adore the victori- 
od power- of our ul co Saviour! The gracious Spirit 
malces words effediual; While unbelief ſhuts up every 
a venus of the fon!” the light, truth, peace and love of the 
word of God. Faith eſteems 
food, che life, the joy of the ſoul. By the agency of the Spirit 


erful to beget faith, -and then works 
in believing kearte 


Sin, the moſt hate ful Foe, Wongh before choughtof rrifling con- 
ſequence, now then even the ſenſe of its indwellin corruption, is 
a burden and A grief to the heaven born ſoul. O the cries, the 
tears, the es, the prayers it cauſes the believing heart! 
The onee:deſpilcd and lightly eſteemed Nazarene is known, be- 
held and loved as 1 nn nee As nen 


among ten thouſand. D Tr 


The promiſes of Cod, — b now ave 
ſweetly ized! beheld as ſuitably — and profuſely. ſcattered 
every page of the lively oracies ! The Spirit's holy gifts 

and anctifying graces, are now: pleaded for as contained in the 
bleſſed charter of the word of God. No marvel, ſaints in all 
ages have held the holy ſeriptures in the higheſt-efteem; for they 


have proved — — * grand — in the hand ofgthe Spirit, of 


Ber wh , ſupp Ho eee, comforts their ſouls, 
who have r mo God's word, 


| will Ay with David, «Rejoice mt a word a a0 one that wave 
oy 1 pol“ . ee n ee. n 4 | 
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1 Mandlese nga this cake my ul ee 

Sent to tlie nations fror abo et; Let finners gane und hate me too; 
in his word doth ſhew The word that faves me does 2 

eee. A ee from. alt their rate. 
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and ue hardened in our rebellion apainſtthe moſt bigh God, 


portion of the goſpel as the 
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| | Jelus 1 le ld his members. He is their-firſ-howe-. and 
4 their laſt:ſtay 3. Their alpha aud mega, the beginning of their cg 
degnee, and theæbd qt hopes; ＋ eee 
| | lage be un toys of i they attain 40: e perſect hn _ 
oyment-of. kim in glary. I 
Tln. 9 and in deach. What endears Jeſus, to dhe fo 
e ee 2 raiſes its adorationito. —— 
that Jsſus is therfree- gift of the Father's, love. Our 
tian mas undeftagen And finiſhed by him. . h his 6 
ing free grace io che wretched, guilty and . undeſcrving<;: Ad 
ſigce thou haſt heard of this graces: 0 been made: agguaipted - 
wich the-ſalvation of Jeſus, what haſt thau dope, ar-;vhat Ganß 
thou do to obtain an intereſt in 1 nos or PIPGUTE 18 - 
title to ſalvation? Conſider this :-fay, If leſt to n 
perſecuting Saul's practice bare been followed by thycondyt 
In regard to ng a citizen of Rome, the; chief nen . 
's With a great ſum I obtained this freadom. But as ta 
venly city,” every believer e joyfully anſwer with: Paul- 
1 was free. born; * newborn of the Spirit, into all the pririleges 
and enjoyments of der, of Jeſus. Doſt thou poles faith, 
hope 6 love, Toh! why joy and holineſs-? Conſide mot an theſe aa 
thy Righ for theſe are the graces of the Kingdom, the 
fruits of go Spirit.. [Theſe thou baſt gained by Jeſus; but not given 
8 that his . ſhoald 852. in 8 ares the head, 
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Nov. 26. ER (330) 


Bebold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye ſhall 
V 
With what ardour of heart may every believer cry out, Bleſſed 
be God, every hour brings nearer the ſolemn advent, the glorious 
-appearing of the great God and our Saviour jeſus! Now is our 


ſalvation nearer than when we' firſt believed.” Come, thou once- 


deſpiſed Nazarene, ' thou once: crucified Saviour. He ſhall come. 


Ile will come quickly, and be ſeen in his human form. Shall we 
not ſee thoſe wounds and ſcars in his wh; the tokens of his ineſti- 
b. 


mable love to, and perfect victory of his croſs" for poor ſinners? 


How joyful in the exerciſe of faith, the fetvour of love, che ex- 


have fellow iii p with 


pectatiom of hope is this contemplation! This quells the fears of 
Nature," mortifies its lofts, ſubdues its corruptions; To this end 
are we born again of the Spirit, that we ſhould enjoy the viſions of 
faith; ſee-Jeſus;' live Brin upon him, long for his appearing, 
him” in the ſufferings of his croſs ; ſo ſhall we 
"hare with him in the glories 'of his crown and kingdom, when 
be ſhall come to be'glorified by his ſaints, and at 


* 


that believe!” | ; 


ingneſs to be abſent from the body, that we may be preſent with 


the Lord o Truly, all this ariſeth from the myſtery of iniquity 


which worketh in us. But hefe is our wiſdom, to oppoſe the myſ- 


 tery of faith to that: Never venture to think of your own dying 


without conſidering the death of Jefus.' Look not at your own fins 


without looking at the blood of Jeſus. Think not a moment of his 
appearing as a judge, without remembering him as a precious Sa- 


und Godhead; without *refle&i 


hood ſtate. Conceive not of him as a king and law giver, without 


conſidering him as a prieſt to atone for Our fin, and to interceed 

r 6693 rrorer a S * 

every foe that oppoſeth the holineſs and comfort of our fouls 
through Jeſus; who loved us. Behold he cometh!“ O joyful 


day moſt deſirable ſight! Then our forrows, our fears ſhall for- 


— 
. 


ever ceaſe.” Our foes, that we this day find and feel, we ſhall ſee 
no mote for ever. We are fully affured, to them that look for 
him, „ ſhall he appear the ſecond time without fin unto ſalvation.“ 
O lift up your heads with joy, for your redemption drawetk 
"ChrifFis the man, . exalted man, = Thoſe foft, thoſe bleſſed feer of his, 
Whom' we unſeen adore: © * © © That once rude iron tore, _ 
But when our eyes buhold his face,” High on  throhe of light they tan, 
Our hearts ſliall Jove him more. And all the ſaints adore, © + © 


ured in all hem 
Whenbe chen our dejeQion of mind, our fears of death, our unwill. 


viour. Dwell not on the oct en Be ty of his eternal power 
ing on his humble form, his man- 


80 ſhall we daily prove that we are more than conquerors over 


A A 3) | 
Thou ſhalt guide me by thy counſel, and afterwards 


receive me to glory. Pſalm 73. 24. 


That is a precious caution of our loving Saviour, % Judge not 
according to the appearance.“ John 7. 24. And the ſame Spirit 
which dwelt in Jeſus, by St. Paul, reproves ſaints, Do ye look 
on thipgs after the outward appearance? 2 Cor, 10 5. Through 
this conduct, ſaints in all ages have puzzled their minds, and have 
diſtreſſed their on ſouls; have been tempted, to hard thoughts of 
their God, and have not judged righteous judgment,” in re- 
ſpect to carnal. men, and the diſpenſations of God's providence to 
them. So we ſee Job greatly exerciſed, Job 21. 7. and Aſaph in 
the above Pſalm. But after the eloud of carnal reaſoning and un- 
belief paſſed over their minds, the Sun of glory and truth ſhone 
again with ſplendor upon them, then faith puts forth its lively ex- 
erciſes, and ſweet appropriations of God. O my God and Sa- 
viour, I fee thy ways to man are juſt! Righteous art thou, O 
Lord. Thou art my God, I will love thee. Thou ſhalt guide 
me by thy counſel, &c.” As the Lord is often ſaid to make a c- 
yenant with his people, when it was only renewing his old cove- 
nant of grace and love in Chriſt jeſus; ſo faith frequently makes 
a freſh choice of claim to and glory in the Lord Jeſus: My. 
counſel ſhall ſtand, and I will do all my pleaſure, faith the Lord.“ 
If. 46. 10. Amen, faith the believing heart. By thy word and 
Spirit guide me continually. That ſhall-be my guide, my com- 
panion, and my familiar fri ene. 
Bleſſed chriſtian! though in Paul's caſe, Acts 27. 20. % When' 
neither ſun nor ſtars appeared for many days, when no ſmall tem- 
peſt is upon thee, and all hope of being ſaved ſeems taken away, 
yet when Jeſus is at the helm, the veſſel ſhall ride out every ſtorm, 
and be brought ſafe to the haven of glory and bleſſedneſs; - + 
Some perſons ſeem ſo wholly taken up with prying into the ſe- 
cret pur poſes and inſerutable depths of God's decrees," that, like 
the philoſopher, who was ſo intent in obſerving the ſtarry heavens, 
but being careleſs of his walk, be fell into a ditch. Not God's 
ſecret purpoſes, but his revealed truths are the objects of our faith: 
„His word is a light to our feet.” By that he counſels and di- 
rects us. The gracious Spirit leads and guides his children in the 
paths of peace and holineſs. It is true, the path to glory is un- 
pleaſing to the fleſh, and therefore is ever oppoſed by it. But 
as there is a diſpoſition in regenerate ſouls to long for glory, ſo alſo 
a love in them - to God's word and the way of holineſs. In this the 
children of God are manifeſt. Every child of God he will moſt 
certainly receive to glory. As many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the Sons of _ Rom. 8. 14. * 
t 2 


_— N . ET te? * — — 


7 ” 
|; 
+4 
bi 

? 

t 

1 

x 

f 

| 

N ˖ 
l 


n n 
— OI 
* 


PPP Urs Ro NIP, et 7 


Weesen — (Tit; . 1 ond; 


att t Wind, Gips of feſus; how in times paſt thou did walk 
according to the courſe of this world, fulfilling the deſires of the 
fleſh and of the mind; and yet the god of this world ſo blinded 


q:thindieyes; and fa: deetived..thige heart, 19 infatuation!) 
W 


b bon iaſt tak of, and truſt in even ad no 8 
-raþhinecowh:good::warks:;:./Glory-to.the rich grace of our Saviour, 
9 us from the natural notions of our corrupt reaſon, the 


5 vaghide of our free - will, and 204-588 <onkidegce, of our own. Ws 


ga duſne l! 1 wort 1 


ue Nowalb our glorying i Ain Jews,.. Fer though A nature we are 


— —.— — — 10 iniquity,. our minds defiled, our 


therefore to every good work reprobate ; ; 
en yo lhe love of Jeſus to us, that % he gave himſelf for 
11 hath nedermed us from all iniquity. He bath purified us 
70 unte himſclf-as/ peculiar people. So we become . zealous of 
od works“ By the knowledge of faith, we are perſuaded Je- 
Aud deves us, delights in us, grants us peculiar familiarity with 
815 himſelf, -beſtows: peculiar pleſſings on us, and bath made peculiar 
provuiſiens for us, both in time and eternj! 17. Hence chriſtians are 
- - - wfpired With a peculiar zeal to good wor A zeal according to 
Sodlineſs We love our God nd only. Saviour ; therefore we de- 


light to ſerve, and ludy to gloriſy him in our. ſouls and bodies. 


Qur ſinſal luſts and paſſions are contrary to him; therefore, as 
N Abend, we daily ſtrive and pray to mortify and ſubdue them. | 
to the ſonls and bodies of all men, eſpecially to 
that are of the bouſhold of faith, is well-pleaſing to the 
therefore it is the joy of our hearts to ubound in thoſe 
5. Here true zeal centers; that we do good from a good 
iple; love to God ; from a good motive, Jeſus hath com- 


H manded it: with a. good aims that the glory of his name, the honour 


- and dvtereſt of his cauſe may be advanced. in the world by us. 
Boch a zeal ſtabs the pride of felf-ſeeking and vain-glorying. 
- For dur beſt works, our vhiefeſ good is, to glorify our God and 
Saviour therefore. godly ſouls bluſh, . and-are grieved to the very 
heart when a thought ariſes of doing any good; work to procure 
3 God, or to ſacnre his love to Our ſouls, or to intitle 
use to his kingdom. IL his is, to glorify ourſelves. No: but we 
baue 0b ſo learved Chriſt; that were to ,oppeſe; God's free- 


15 - -grace truths; diſhonour a God of. James: degrade the glory of 


dur :precious Saviour; ſor we give all the 2 "res to him as having 
date all fir us, We ſee ſalvation fmiſhed and. glory fecured 
tdd as in bim 4 therefore-in love we — to be l — to 
kim, and 10 do thoſe things that may Kaas him many; « who 
hath bought us with his blood.” 1 Cor. 6, 20. 15 


Nov. 29. (333) 


Giving thanks to the Father, «who hath made us meet 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in tight. 


The Lord our God is a holy God. We can have no fellowſhip 
and communion with him here,” nor enjoy him in glory hereafter, 
unleſs we are made like him in the ſpirit of our minds, and par- 
take of his holineſs. For all communion with an inſinitely pure 
and holy being we are deprived of as ſinners. Nor is it conſiſtent 

with the purity of God to love us, or ſhew us mercy as ſinful and 

- impure; beings, but through a Mediator. Here, even in Jeſus, 
God and man unite, mercy and truth meet, righteouſneſs and 
peace kiſs. All fulneſs dwells. in him to be communicated to his 
members. Out of his fulneſs they receive the knowledge of the 
Father's love, and the ſanctifying influence of the holy Spirit. 
Believers are made meet already in the fanctied diſpoſition af 
their ſouls, therefore they are to be thankful for it S ũ 0 The? 
have no holineſs but what is in and from Jeſus der tetd an 
they are expecting more and more out of his fulneis. The ſource 
of every bleſſing flows from the Father's grace: The belieyer's © 
plea and title to the inheritance, is what the beloved Son hath done 


for him. Not founded on What he has in himſelf, but his dilpoſi- 


tion to, and meetneſs for it, ariſeth from what the divine Spirit 
works in him by the word of truth. The knowledge and evi- 
dence of this fills the ſoul with love and excites to gratitude? Was 
J God's enemy and my own foe ? Was I fatan's flave in dove with 
fin and im bondage to my luſts? Did I live without Goch and 
Chriſt and hope in the werld, curſed by the law and deſervin 


wrath and hell ?—And am I, O aſtoniſhing love! am I called by 


grace to the knowledge of the truth, to the feet of Jeſas; to faith, 

to repentance, to remiſſion of ſins and to peace with God ? Have 
I an heart to love God? to love what God loves, and hate what 
God hates? Is it my grief to offend, and the delight of my ſoul 

to pleaſe my God? Is it thus with me? What ſhould be my em- 
ploy below but praiſing the Lord and devoting myſelf, my all. 

_ " wholly to him till he calls me home? Verily ſo much the clearer 
we ſee our meetneſs for glory, ſo much the more ſhalt we love the 
Lord. As we grow in this grace and in the knowledge of Chriſt 
fleſus, ſo ſhall we increaſe with all the increafe of God in the di- 
vine life. O it will be our inſatiable thirſt on earth, to be able 
to comprehend with all ſaints, what is the breadth and length, 
aud depth and height, and to know the love of Chriſt, till we are 
fuld with all the falneſs of God in glory:” Bph. 3. 18, 19. 
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I had fainted, -unleſs I had believed to ſee the goodneſs 
of the Lord in tbe land of the living. Palm 27. 13. 


In times of ſore diſtreſs and affliction, whether in ſoul or body, 
faints are taught, many ſweet leſſons. Chaſtenings from the Lord, 
are all in love, and by. them our God teaches ch 

ough e“ no chaſtening for the preſent is joyous, but grievous,” 
and in, the, dark night of ſuffering, chriſtians figh out many a 


doleful 8 and ſometimes according to all appearances, from 


nature, ſen 


| e,. feeling and the judgment of reaſon, they are ready 
to cry out, <All things are againſt me.“ Hence their courage 
ſinks, their hopes and their hearts fail them, and they are ready 
to faint, but they, have an inviſible friend always near them who 
ſupports chem by inviſible power under all their trials and con- 
Cs, ſupplies. with, comforting cordials and revives their ſpirits 
with the. cooſolatiors of his word, and when he brings them out 
1 hex: e how ſweetly do they ſing of him! how many a 
ful plalm,,, what a rich treaſury of experience, are we favour'd 
f Ah from — pen of David, dipt in the ink of affliction; to the 
glory 5 his, God and the comfort of his father's children in after 
ages! he 
Faith will ſupport when all things elſe fail, Why ſo? be- 
cauſe” it looks to, depends upon, truſts in an almighty, faith- 
ful, covenant- keeping God. Faith conſults not fleſh and blood, 


but the word of grace and truth. By faith we endure every 


_ fight of affliction, every onſet of the enemy, ſeeing him that is in- 
vi ble. - As faith is the ſupport of the ſoul, ſo the object of faith 
' Jeſus, he is faith's author and ſtrength. Thy faith ſhall not fail,” 
faith Jeſus to Peter, I have prayed for thee.” It failed not as 
an abiding principle in the heart unto ſalvation ; though it did in 
the confeflion of the lips. While the precious bead is prayin 
above, the dear members ſhall be kept in faith below. Thou 


poor. tale, 2 28 enemy's power, the corruptions and re- 
llings of che fleſh, may ſpeak unadviſedly with their lips as Da- 


vid the pſalmiſt, Pſalm 116. 10, 11; J was greatly afflicted, I ſaid 
in my haſte, all men, are liars. But in their right mind, they give 


all glory to God, confeſs bis goodneſs, and take ſhame to them- 


ſelves for ſuch baſe declarations, and from their own experience 


give ſweet, advice to their brethren. Thad fainted unlefs 1 had be- 


ieved. _ Therefore do thou Wait on the Lord, be of good cou- 
| rage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen thine beart: Wait I ſay on the Lord.“ 


Great God, thy glorics ſhall employ- And will this glorious Lord deſcend - 


My holy fear, my humble joy; 
My lips in ſongs of honour bring 
The tribute to th' eternal King, 


To be my Father and my Friend? 
Then let my ſongs with angels join, 
Heav'n is ſecure, for Chriſt is mine, 


£ if ” 
»7 4 
£52» * 
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believed, therefore he ſpake, and unleſs he had belie- ö 


ä 0 oo 


— 


Let him kiſs me with the kiſſes of his mouth For thy 


love 15 better than wine. Solomon's Song 1. TY 1 


DE. 1. (335) * OR 


Such is the familiar loving language of chaſte virgins eſpouſed 
to Jeſus. Love in the heart begets defires after tokens o affec- 
tion from the object beloved. Saw ye mim whom my foul Joy- 
eth?“ aſks the inquiring beart. If ye have taken away mm,” 
ſaith forrowful Mary. That I may know MIM,“ faith” affectio- 
nate Paul. Let rim kiſs me,” faith the church: As though all 
the world knew whom we mean, or who is our Beloved. Every 
heart that is bleſſed with the diſcovery ofvJeſus, will be excited 
with ſuch defires after him. } | % SOL e oy” 


* 


Here is a very ſhort and abrupt requeſt: Let him kiſs me.” 
That will make me quite happy. My heart is ſimple. I have but 
one object in view. O, if Jeſus will bat favour me with a love- 
token, all my fears will vaniſh, my ſcruples will be at an end, my 
doubts all ſilenced, and peace, bappineſs and joy ſhall poſſeſs my 
mind. So the love-allured heart reaſons and prays: But ſometimes 
delays excite impatience and promote jealouſies, which iſſue in 
mourning ſurmiſes. Hope deferred, maketh the heart ſick. «I fear 
he doth hot love me, or ſure he would hear and not delay, afford- 
ing me ſweet evidences and pledges of love.“ But ſo Jeſus proves 
the ſoul's faith and ſtedfaſtneſs to him. So he draws out its impor- 
tunity after him; whom having not ſeen wWwe love; and though 
now we ſee him not, yet believing we rejoice with joy unſpeak- 


? 
* 


&e 0 at 


able and full of glory.“ 1 Pet. I. 8. 


Such is the language of faith. Where revealed love is received 
in the heart, ſenſible tokens will be longed after and ſhall be en- 
joyed. Nor can the believing heart reſt ſatisfied, nor be truly happy 
without them. None but Chrift,. none but Chriſt ! What are che 
ſmiles of the world, if Jeſus frowns? What is life itſelf without 

his preſence and favour ? His preſence creates à paradiſe. Near- 
neſs to him is heaven on earth. His croſs is our glory. His kifftes 

our comfort. For thy love is better than wine.“ I have taſted. . 
both. I have felt the ſweet effects of each. Experience hath taught 
that as wine revives and chears the heart, fo doth love. I cannot 
live without love. I cannot be happy without a ſenſe of it. 1 
cannot be holy, I cannot ſerve chearfully, nor obey perfectly, nor 3 
conquer ſin powerfully, but while love, thy love, O my beloved 
Jeſus, inſpires, enlivens and influences my heavy ſluggiſh heart. 
Such ſentiments poſſeſs the loving longing ſoul: + O, this love is 
a precious plant. It ſprings not in nature's garden. It's original 
is divine. It comes from God. For Gop ts Lok.“ 1 John 4, 8. 
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Daz Yoved thee h an cuerlaſting W + - therefore 
with nah — have. 1:drewn-thee, Jer. 31. 3. 


hu Lord ſpe aks to his church, 23-40 a Collected body. 

Wheawferemimenticrsof Joins; what foundation of comfort, what 
—ͤ—ũ——ʒ᷑— — daily? Bet What doubts. and Reupies 
r-peor:bearts concerning God's love to you? 
Sed Beenuſe ue judge of and determine the bounds. of 
Abpulowiof! dr God from fenſe and feeling ſomewhat we find 
Abt oorfelves,. inftead of ing by the . own gracious 


Fan nin his werd to u. Hoe abſurd would it be for us to 
dge vf the dimenſions of that glorious luminary the ſan, by the 


acht and heat which: we partake of? Shall we conclude, 
umher ie wene odldnefs we feel in winter's froſt ; or, in the ſenſe 
midnight darkneſs, that light and heat ceaſe to exiſt in the. jun? 
aMay; wem as well mesure the waters in the hollow of our 


mund, ete our the heaven with our ſpan, weigh the mountains in 


Afeales and be hills in a balance; Iſa. 40. 12. as to eftimate and 


$ —— — love of God to poor ſinners in Chriſt 


„ ˙ OY OA 
u, experience ng of t to 
— wertbrt atbnement, life and falvation? This is not of 


| be i at the ieſh; but of de power of God; the effects of his 


kindneſso thee,” For #\n0-man'can come unto me, faith 
except the Father draw him.“ Jobn 792 As the rays of 
lead us to the ſource from whence they fl * ſo this fiream of 
— in time, inftrafts our ſouls in the maſt comfortable truth of 
„Bos everlaſting lone. To think, becauſe I experience repen- 
ance towards God, faith in out Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I am obedient 


ane the goſel of holineſs, therafbre, for theſe graces, now the 


or | inte me. O but bis Jeye is of an earlier date. This 

8 God method. Andi in times of darlneſs and deſertion, 
ani under ſatan's „When thou haſt no light to ſee thy 
r comfort in the exerciſe of them, this 
-method of qudging of Cod's love will be moſt diftrefing to thy 
poor fal. O may the Spirit of truth teach us to judge of God's 
lors Socending to his mord of- grace. have loved thee 
love: and HERE {for this cauſe] with 
no-kinducid&have I drawn.thee,”? from darkneſs to bg] ; n 
SBpdom df ſin and ſatan imo the kingdom of- my dear Son. 

all cn chat gtace begun; What motive ſo powerful, 

| ke doctrine ſo influential,, to amin te and enliven the ſoul 
with fervent love and chearſul obedience, as the daily reflec- 
tion and conſtant belief of the EVERLASTING Love of God to- 
wards us in Chriſt Jeſus. | 


£7 


War 1 cannot comprehend ſhall never be the ſubjeR of 


them all.“ Gs en is ch grace in Chriſt jeſus; in love 


the faints; to learn from the images of nature the my ſteries .#F. 
grace. From the book of the former we. are taught Lwect, and 


out after the milk” No leſs 
| nts mother to adminiſter to its wants and reheve-its HIRE 


| 55 milk, but the milk, the pure and unmirt milk of God's = 


rid, edify. aud cauſe the eee 75 


wo ven be & nouriſhed 0 7. e 


4s 8 Babes defire the a milk 4 the word 
flat ye may grow #heredy;" 1 Pet. 2 . ohh ons, Four 


faith, is the weak language of a proud 

17 —— 1 filently adore: what I cannot-explaing yet 1 

ofa 0 bogs, ivine truths bear the null mere * "The Lach | 
18 the ths, py of an- humble, - - gracious : 

* Marvellous are thy Nd in wiſdoin/ haſt thon 


thou reyealed it to the children of men. Here is the wildom uf 


ecious inſtructions in the latter. How kindly: has che God df 
natare provided. for the infant cry of the new - born babe ? It ſom 
diſcovers its wants z. and if, as ſenſible of the proviſion it bas 
brought, and its right unto it, it ſcarce breathes the air but ãt 
hunts for the breaſt of its parent, and its tender appetite is drawn 
pleaſed and delighted is the aflgftio- 


duriſh and frengthen her hew=borw infants 
-Dwelleth ſuck love in parents to their offspring | 
preater is the love of God to the babes in CHriſt. Dwelleth fa 
a Ailpogtion f in the babe off nature After milk? Soak: 1s "this: ex- 
lified i in every child of, race, in its love Alove to and hunti 
after .t the milk of God's Word. Hath the God of nature 
Joch ſuitable proviflon for the children of this* world? Glory 40 
his grace! "fo bath he richly- provided ſpiritual milk for the chyl- 
dren of his kingdom. Deſire it, faith 24 a 1 10 goon thereby. 1 
on it, and be ſtreugthened. But the Sp wiſdom hath gi 
2 caution to try the milk, to 7 S 


torr ren ee IIS EDI 2 — 


— truth. ©, Jeſus. is the very eſſence and - ſuhftanes of it. If J 
part the wy doctrincs of” 8 everlatting 3 
pardoh by his blood, and Cothis nes Ae 
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Who delivered as 72 reat a death, ay both el. 
ver : in whom we truſt, "that be will get deliver Us, 
2 Cor. 1. 10. rs 
12 e is ee 5 Gals Rae Wy It 
| n n cover Which 18 
| 175 at 15 por y which is made 


; by ban 1 — "in "nature nor wy the; creature; it ſands not 

np 2 but, as the 
the King of glory; conſults 
wi e 0 of dhe, 


of tempor © Uſyerances 5 157 rſecuting powers of earth 
Ben, Which were 1 5 ed e 5 

rem the right 4 and KY cut off, 18 Tract they had 
the ſentence of 5 18 were | like 5 in their own ap. 
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ny they preached « Jeſus Chriſt the fame yeſter- 
for e ever. Who, by 9 one · oſſe ing of himſelf, 


p em that a . Heb. 10. 14. 
fully Ae 19 Kis, 8 Rel for All their fins, and 
Bit — 1 tegameßs of God in him.” 


25 the nature of that faith which plorifies God and com- 
hearts of his p 7 Thus the foul. looks to, loves and 
tt in FY 9295 2 1 bas received grace a and peace from bim 
who: $, and. whois | to =, TX more gee. Brews | 
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th world-—holin 8 alt be 
9 9 be ES be by: 
the ſoul. Ever remember, M is God who worketh in us 
will and to do of his good pleaſure, as the only enlivening confi- 
dente to encourage thee to "york out thy falvation with fear and 
trembling.” ? Phil. 2. 13. 


ißed in truth, in oppoſition to the falſe notions of ſelf-right 


Silory to dur Lord, 


1 


238 © 5 ( 


| 339 ) 3 
Santtify them through thy truth : thy word is trutb. 
With what confidence and joy are we aſſured of our ſanctifica- 
tion, from the prayer of Jeſus on earth and his interceſſion in 
glory. Man cannot ſanctify himſelf, it is the work of the Lord 
by the Spirit. He effects it by his ſovereign power. Earth and hell 


| ſhall not prevent it. O what a ſpecial mercy, not to be leſt to 
ack with the genetality of profeſſbrs, who, like Pilate, demand 


What is truth?“ and them turn away from it as offenſive,” and 

hate and oppoſe it; and yet if there is Kept up a great cry and vg. 

hement zeal ſor good wor > holines and nftkcatan tion, it is enough, 

no matter what principles they ſpring from. Nay under a preterics 

for theſe; truth is trampled under foot. But not ſo Jeſus prayed, 

nor taught, nor are his members thus ſanctified. "Jeſus is eſſen- 
tially the TRUTH... We are ſanctified to God no other th than in 

him and by the faith of him. We are choſen from the 
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every believing member of Chriſt. Thus our jadgments are ff : 
jons of ſelt 0s, 
and finleſs perfection, which proceed from felf-ignorance, the tiature 
of God's law, and leave its profeſſors under a fatal error. So," 


reſiſting all ſin, fervent deſires and longings after: greater confor-! 
mity to thy head, Jeſus ; and abiding in — uth of his. worck is a 
full proof of the ſanctification of his Spirit. 
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It would by one great means of preventing complaints and mur- 
muring, el hearts Were, more in We e as What 
e what de Such was the cxam- 
. <uting, bat afterwards, OR: 
: that each ed his, heart, 25 e o 
evolving” periods. down to this day. and ef- 
ork an poor lingers now. Therefore 1 5 ou, 
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it triumphs, over all the reſiſting powers, 
Helis 0 ves, carnal workings, . perverſe obitinacy of 
Fol pt Lell: 8 0 ſou]! what haſt thou to * N of ? 


| 1 canſt 1 ry? Art thou converted to Jeſus ?, Verily of 


thou Haft preate 1 ug of glory and triumph. But ever know 
4 2 "Stay daily to give al Woe. b ere it is only due, 
to the free favour of th) God. ik t 


N the voice of eternal love ſpoke to thy ſoul, 


el hty grace challenged thee as its blood · bought pur- 
as its 1 


of love and gratitude ever burn in thy ſoul? what ſhall we 


8 theſe things? but grace, that dwelt. in the heart of Gd 
fe eternſty, hath ſovercignly, reached thy heart in time. There- 
fore urt thou u turned to Jeſus by repentance ? haſt remiſſion. of fins, 
2 Each in his blood ? This is 1 0 by Ba exalted 5 i 5 
grace ce to thine heart. Haſt thou a love to holin 8. A 
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Grace of oxi) with ſovereign irrehiſtible power * hearts of 
N "Be 2 we the, 


ou ever open the mouth of 
_ thy obedience, thy fulfilling WP and conditions, ſo as to obtain 
the prize? Ever know Jeſus hath done all ihis. Hence grace free- 
Es to thee. In che height of thy rebellion, in the depth of 


captive, and! Matched thee: as a 
4 br 1 the fire of deſtruction. Fe 8 
g wondrous love! ſhould not amazement rike thy. heart, and. 


1s contrary to nature, 2 given through... 
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ſoul: Here wi muſt have its perfect work.“ Not one, 
and forſake his calling. So the chriſtian ſhould copſider 


more. Live upon the word of God's truth, and thou ſhalt 8 
eee 


lay bold on the h 


Maſter, we have toiled all the night, and have taken 
nothing: nevertheleſs, at thy word J will let down the 
net. Luke 571820 80 L394 - 2.454 Fo "44 PQ} 24. ITE 70 50 51987 71 
Wuatever one engages in, ſucceſs gives pleaſure, bot diſappoint-, 


ment cauſes dejection. The paſſing over of a black cloud is often, 
followed by the brighter ſhining of the dan. Naturalills obſerve. 
is always darkeſt juſt before the break of day. So here theſe por 
fiſhermen had” toiled through a tedious night of diſappointment - 
not one fiſh came to net: Yet, at Chriſt's word they let down: the 
net; and behold the event, the greateſt ſucceſs they ever, met with 
ſgcceeded their fruitleſs toil: their nets Were tos weak to hold 
the miraculous draught of fiſhes they had taken. O how adore- 
able is Jeſus power and Godhead! i!! K 0 12 
The occupation of a fiſherman is not ünlike that of the, chriſtian's; 
vocation. It is his employ to fiſh in the wide and deep, ocean 
God's eternal love and grace, revealed in his word of truth; and. 


what he taketh here he Hveth upon day by day. It may pe ſomes... 


— 


times the chriſtian toils through a dark night of diſappointment, : 
and takes nothing which may refrefh his ſpirit; and rejoice, his, 
02 


nor many nights bad ſucceſs makes the fiſherman quit de ar 
Dea 
E. 


h 


need of patience, that after he has done the will gf. G 
might receive the fulfilment of the promiſes, They are dh. b 
ed encouragements for him to fiſh on the great and ide ea AY 
God's covenant; love and faithfulnefs. In his word are. .bleflings 
innumerable. ' Ever remember, He that believeth ſhall not make 
haſte: That is, be in a hurry and confuſion, as one ibgſurpriſe 

and fear in time of trouble. Though God's mercies are not. ſtiled , 


4 
b 
94 


fwift, yet they are called « ſure mercies,” Iſa 55. 3. Where the, > 
grace of faith is in the front, perſeverance ſhall be in the centre. > 


fort, ſhall in God's time” be refreſhed. with the, plentiful 4 
ob heavenly colfltzonr to EO ee Eo 

Some ſouls have been ſo filled herewith, even like theſe Ai diples 
nets that broke with the great draught of fiſhes,. . FR 
cried out, Lord, ftay thine hand; my brittle veſſel can 8 


and glory ſhall bring up the rear; and the ſoul thirſting aſter c. 


1 


3.5 

: * 
3 
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ſure to enjoy the comforts of God's faithfulneſs :* Whatever fa 


word is ſure, his promiſes certain, his covenant. unmatable,; N T 


cath irreverſible to every ſoul who has <*fled ta,Jeſus for refage;407 
ope ſet. before him. Heb. 6. 58. of vd 646 one now 17 
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baeld by the arm of Omni T. 
therefore they ſweetly. go on leaning upon their beloved. Cant. 8. 5. 


Dc. 8. ( 342 ) 2 
Though he fall he ſhall not be utterly caſt down; for the Lord up- 

| holdeth king, quith his band. Plalm 37. 4. 
The abſolute declarations and promiſes of ſcripture, are ever to 
be cofifidered as having relation to, and dependence upon the co- 
venant of grace. Hence whatever is aſſerted concerning the ſalva- 
tion of loſt ſinners, it is an exhibition or diſplay of the grace of the 
covenant: by Jeſus: Chriſt. When men ſee not the nature of the 
covenatit,” which is ördered in all things and ſüre, they make the 
prtomiſes of the 'gofpel, as it were, a'mere rope of ſand, and in- 
ſtead; of falvation being eſtabliſhed upon the "ſure foundation of 
God's;immutable love and - faithfulneſs, | it is made to depend on 
human wiſdom, power, and goodneſs. Poor comfort for ſenſible ſouls ; 
wel pride for a time may keep up the vain hopes of the ſelf- 
righteous and ſelf-deluded; The juſt man's ſtanding is of God's 


_ 
2 


pou r. His falls are from bis own flailty. That he is raiſed from 
8 


| A po is from the ſovereign love and covenant faithfulneſs of the 


brd his God. Bat is not God able to keep us from falling? 
doubtleſs his power is almighty, he can take away all fin and 


2 out of us, and ſuffer no temptation from ſatan, the world 
and the ffeſi ever to attack us, yea he could inſtantly change us in- 
.;. + 
Fut this is not his will. The Lord ſees it is moſt ſor his glory that 
we mould be what we are, believe his truth, live upon his promi- 
. ſes, rely on his power from day to day, or it ſhould be otherwiſe. 
All things are in being for the elect's fake, and are all cauſed to 
«ork together for their good.“ Rom. 8. 28. Satan may tempt 
Christ 10 caſt himfelf down to prove the power of God; carnal 
hearts may ſay, then let us do evil that good may come.” Each 
ſtew what ſpirit they are of and are influenced by. Saints expreſs 
the inward frame and diſpoſition of their ſouls by other language. 
Gracious words proceed from gracious hearts, which are influenced 
by divine truth andeverlafting love. Their falls are ſuffered to hum- 
ble them for fin, wean them from the pride of their nature, and their 
on ſelf-riphteouſneſs and ſelf-ſufficiency, todeadenthem to the love 

of the world; and to endear Jefus more and more to them, to teach 
them the ofefulneſs of ordinances; to exerciſe: their graces, to purge 
out their droſs, to enable them to ſuccour others with the aſſurance 
ofeormfort and protection, which they themſelves have found from 
our Saviour to demonſtrate the wiſdom, power and faithfulneſs of 
_ a*eovenahr God, to make them meet for glory and cauſe them to 
long more for the heavenly inheritance.” Saints may fall, and do 
fall zuto many things that hurt and © bruiſe them. This is their 


ſuame, and cauſeth ſorro and grief to them, and-excites to watchful- 


neſs; But ſtllin to hell they cannot, they ſhall not, becauſe they are up- 
dee, That ade ad fer ave glory, 
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ſubdue it. Even in hell the notion of fuse, wi 
but (aid Dives) if one went to them kan de 1 they ih 
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I he be the king of Iſrael, lt kim 5 novo come + don 
from the croſs, and. We will believe: Bim. Matt. 27. 42. 


Our bleſſed Lord was not only crucified between two. thieves; 
but was alſo ſurrounded on the croſs, and mocked and derided 
by the very worſt fort of thieves, the chief prieſts, 50 0 
as Theſe profeſſing miniſters and 0 of Ane 
their utmoſt to rob the Prince of life . Lord of cory of 368 
honour, which is ever due unto him, 10 of being A, erde 5, 0 and, 
like thieves, and robbers, they would Fun kingdom one 
other way. Verily he is the King of all his: piritual Iſrael. E : | 
ſabje& of his love will bow to, the ſoverei 17 of his g gra ce, _ 
ſceptre of his love, glory only 1 in his de bd croſs, =, rejoicę 
that Jeſus rules in and reigns over him. loft true, this way of fal: 


vation is contrary to the wiſdom of the fleſh, the * reaſonings of « cor - 


rupt nature, and the pride of boaſted FREE-WILL., , Theſe, by kgw 
much the more they are aſſiſted by human learning, are ſo. much 


the more ſtrengthened and fortified againſt this {lt-denying truth, 


Salvation by free. grace, through "vo croſs of a. deſpiſe Telus, 
« Their wiſdom and their knowledge had perverted, em” Ti 


3 Iſaiah, chap. 47. lo. or they would Bog have ſaid . Let 


Now come, and we WILL believe.” propd. creatures _ 
will is ever the ſame. Where it reigns 4c exalts the creay 
ture, and oppoſes; the ſovereignty. of God. 1 reſcribes m ethods 

of - conviction, and refuſes, to ſubmit to thy Ge infinite 75 
Through a life of thirty years Jeſus hag SR ** m the | 
conviction to their ſenſes, and oe Airy ot'on $i 155 I 
would their hearts have been perſuaded i th Shah 2 5 
from the croſs; yea though he roſe IN =o e e 

reſiſted the fulleſt evidence, therefore, they remained fe 
and were deſtitute of the power of the Spirit king the inward 


knowledge and glory of, Jeſus. 30 4. #9. 17 
Outward miracles; and wonders may, fur ir priſe. the ſeals, Hue 


| cannot work faith, faving faith in.the,, — — ide ever. 5 — 


in anregenerate hearts, and nerd but bore, Bragg Na 
prevail So 2 Nay. 


repent,” Luke 16. 30. 
Humble ſouls are el for ths git of p pregions 11 5 
eious Chriſt. They know it is not of ther ee 
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ehen ny] 


Therefore; they han and loye che auth 1 faith; 
and own. it is given Ot diſtingaiſhing re, 1 80 A | 
Thus all glory ing in the fleſh is ny 1770 155 42 


the truth, and glory in Jeſug on Wha; WB. = 
the infinite ion every dale of Jeſ 4925 9 ms ;under 78 * I 
glorify the ever-loving and ever-adorable Tran? 
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Jeſus, therefore every 
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| tion of the 


D. 10. ( 344 ) 
To them that are ſanctißed by God the Father, Pre- 


1 and e i 8 Les: ver. * 2 


Po But hats — But — donor at 964. 2th = — e 
obus order of the covenant; nor conſider che certain ſecurity of all them 


chat are eſfectually called by the Word and Spirit to the knowledge 
of Chriſt, For this is a conſequence of their being {anQified, or ſepa- 
rated and ſetapart by God the Father, as the objects of his everlaſting 
Tove. And as God loves them as his jewels, ſo — is careful to . 
them; he well knew and clearly foreſaw the miſerable effects ſin 
would bring on them, therefore he choſe them in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
committed them into his hands; and they are kept and preſerved 
faſe: and-ſecurc—nor from fin : alas! they are in themſelves ſin- 
nature cluldren of . wrath even as others.” And to 


Gee dame ſhame and ſorrow, many of them run dreadful lengths 
Mg; before their converſion; and like Paul, are mad againſt 


he way of ſaluation by him, and the holineſs of his Spirit. 
1}, as with the people of old, God bears with their man- 


1 ners. The long-luſſering of the Lord is ſalvation. He is not 


that any one * them ſhould periſh, but that all of them 
d come to ne eee preſerved i in Chriſt 


Diſciple of Jeſus, canſ thou wor Welter on thy paſt life and fe 
hy oy any: man from death? How many dangers 
thou — — from, — one hair's breadth has been 


+ O hadſt thou died in thy un erate 


Rate of. ſin and — how couldeſt thou have eſcaped the Lana 


nation of hell! But impoſſible this. Thou waſt — in Chriſt 
{oare--of death has been broken. Thou 


immortal till the Spirit called thee... Think of this, and be 


run Reflect on the love of thy God, rejoice and give 
bim All che glory. Thou haſt not only been preſerved from death 


and hell, but art called to life and ſal vation by Jeſus. His life is 

his blood is thy redemption, his interceſſion 

ſalvation. And what awaits ve! now? Mercy from God the 

In ep in Chriſt: Jeſus, love from the bleſſed Spirit; tuch, 

of all che Called. May this be multi- 

de — more upon thee day by day! Such is the doctrine, 

ch” the prayer of Jude, the mans of N gnder the i, 
Holy _ of truth... 7 


. and called * Mercy i anto fe ==] : 


Fe 
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thing like the good- pleaſure of the Father: the eternal purpoſes of 
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der your dignity as adopted ſons of God. Call 


Vea and your worſt foes are moſt nearly 


his grace, the immutable deſign ef his love. A kingdom is pre- 
pared for you: Earth, with all its power; ſin, with all its — Fi 


low the Lamb? doſt thou ſee fomewhar in Jeſus which attracts thy 
affections? and is the deſire of thy foul after him, and to the re- 
membrance of his name? Then hath the glory of the kingdom, in 
the Spitit, ſhined upon thine heart. 
No mar vel fin is thy grief and burden, while Jeſus is the delight 
and hope of thy ſoul. May it ſuffice to quiet and ſtill thy ſonl, 
that the Father's gift is ſure! And ſo is the way alſo; it is by 
Jeſus: and “ through much tribulation thou [and all- the heirs! 
muſt enter into the kingdom.“ Acts 14. ꝶ2. 
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Ly people ſhall be willing in the day of thy power, in 
the beauties of holineſs from the womb of the * 


"thou haſt. the de of thy youth. Pſalm 110. 3. 


When ſovereign grace reacheth the heart, it caſts out that ſon of 

| "he bond-women, Hoey free · will. This. had long uſurped the 
throne, and ſubzected the poor ſinner to nothin 1 0 evil. Vet 
alb the while the poor ſbul vainly boaſted of his liberty, though he 
Was à ſervile ſlave to the worſt of 2 ery. Free indeed to do 
evil; but to do without ut becauſe of the free- 
Will offering of Jeſus, his memb uy 5 made willing by the Fur 
do come to Jeſus as their 2 hope: and hence they bring f rec- 


3 —— with car rg 
Tus peaks to dhe Son of his love, and 
Presa * diſplay 5 Tag effeQs of everlaſting election and 
covenant love, under the energy of the divine 7 See, be- 
- | Hever,'-behold and adore the equal love of the glorious Trinity! 
Is thy wiLL towards Jeſus? is the la uag e of 'thy heart, * none 
dm Jeſus, all other ſaviours I diſclaim ?” Verily where this witL 
the Spirit in day of power, the affections are at- 
Jeſus in the beauties of holineſs. Doſt thou not love the 
eeprre of his love to rule over thee, as well as the atonement of 
_ © his blood: to obtain thy pardem? Theſe are inſeparable. Let no 
' © foul deceive himſelf. Every believer is waſhed in the blood of 


59 — and mide a prieft unto God; and as the high-prieft under the 


put on the breaſt-plate of judgment, the urim and thummim,” 
od. 28. 30. fo every 2 one is endued with LTH T and 
EE + rg ht' of the knowledge of Jeſus, and the per- 
2 — ch dwells in him, is communicated to his 
5 enge in the exerciſe of faith their ſouls obey him 
— e ſerve kim chearfully, and delight in Jeſus continually. 
This is a foal- affecting conſideration, all is of grace; conceived 
- In the womb of the morning of eternity, and its rich profuſion 
freely poured forth in time —ſhed forth, like the pearly. lew upon 
* Creation, which produces its verdure, refreſhment, 
"So, Ge, alt u mercies eme fram above. Freely. thou 
haſt received an . to know, a will to chooſe, and af- 
fections to cleave into Jeſus : % Render therefore anto Cæſar the 
| that are Czſars. Do thou n 
ful -will and nature-ffate to thyſelf, and be humbled : «© But 
1 the * that are God's,” By his grace I am what 
thy daily confeſſion, and this the ſweet exerciſe 
| eech thy we — to glory in the Lord alone, and devote thy- 
ſelf to his ſervice. « Ye are not your! own.” 1 Cor, 6, 19. 


C2 
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Dre. 13. 


( 347 ) 


Ye are not your own, ye are bought with 


a price. 


ET 


How dear is every, believer to God the Father, to Jeſus the Sa- 
viour and to the Spirit the Comforter ! Each perſon claims a p rty 


in him: the Father by election; the Son by redemption; the Holy 


Spirit by inhabitation. How ſhould this, O foul, call fort! thy 
love, excite to gratitude, inflame with affe&ion, and quicken 


thee to glorify the Lor d thy God! Conſider daily, thou art not | 
thine own, but a fon and ſervant of the great God and thy Savi- 
our. Though thou wert given to him, in love by the Father, yet 


reflect upon the price he paid for thy redemption. Thou art 
bought with blood, with blood divine: Blood ſpilt on the ac- 
curſed tree, in direful agony and ſtiameful death. So thy Saviour 
bought thee at the hands of juſtice, paid the utmoſt furthing of thy 
debt to law, delivered thee from the hands of ſatan, and ſnatched 


o 


thee as a brand from tlie jaws of death and hell. 


Now thou art called by the word and Spirit to be-the Lord's 


| Freeman 3 or, as a chaſte virgin, thou art eſpouſed to Jeſus, and 


in faith haſt pligkted thy troth ; haſt voluntarily given thyſelf; 
hand and heart, to be thy Lord's. What then is thy duty? what 
infinite obligations art thou under to forſake all other lovers, and to 


cleave to thy Lord alone with full purpoſe of heart! Doſt thou _ - 


believe thy vile body ſhall ſhortly be ſown in the ſilent grave, that 
it ſhall certainly be raiſed a glorious body like unto thy Saviour's ? 
How much doth it concern thee to devote that body to his ſervice 
and glory on earth, which ſhall reign with Jeſus in heaven! Is thy 
body the temple of the Holy Ghoſt ? canſt thou reflect on its 
dignity, and debaſe and pollute it with filthy luſts? God forbid ! 


Doth thy ſpirit enjoy ſweet fellowſhip and communion with the 


Father and his Son Jeſus through the Spirit the Comforter ? doth 
the Spirit itſelf bear witneſs with thy ſpirit, that thou art a 


child of God? Where is thy love to the truth as it is in Jeſus ? 


where is thy zeal for his cauſe and intereſt? Remember whoſe 
thou art. Be concerned to live up to thy privilege and dignity. 
Be earneft in prayer for power ee e. the oblig — 2 


nite and eternal love hath laid thee under, to glorify thy Lord in 
thy body and ſpirit which are his. . 


3 What ſhall we pay th" eternal Son, | Our 
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To bring us Wand 'rers back to God! The vat 6xpence his love would colt, 
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Dec. 14. ( 348 ) 
And that, knowing the time, that now it is bigb time 10 


. awake. out of fleep : for now is our ſalvation nearer than 
when we believed. Rom. 13. 11. Dt 
It is an affecting caſe, but a real truth, that the. wiſe virgins 
are apt to ſlumber and ſleep as well as the fooliſh” Through the 
Preſſures of à body of fin and death, and the opiates cf worldly 
eee ed FAFinddl>ence, they ſometimes fall into a drowſy ſtate 
and a fleepy frame of ſoul. : Hence they loſe their former delight 
Ii relipious duties and ſpiritual, exerciſes. * Their love to God and 
"their brethren in Chriſt grows cold; their zeal for the glory of Je- 
ſus and his precious; truths is abated. The enemy takes great ad- 
vantages againſt them, and would triumph in their intire deſtruc- 
tion: But that can never be, for He that keepeth Iſrael nei- 
ther flumbers nor ſleeps, the Lord prevents it. Will the lov- 
ig father fuffer his dear children to ſleep in their beds till devou- 
Fed by taping flames? and if we being evil have ſuch love for our 
children, how infinitely greater-is the love of our heavenly Father ? 
Therefore he hath many ways to alarm fouls and awaken them to 
duty and watchfulneſs. Thus Paul, his faithful watchman, lifts up 
his voice of Warning, cries the hour; and reproves diſciples as 
acting unbecoming. It being both unreaſonable and unſeaſonable for 
them who know the time of day to indulge ſloth and heavineſs. It 
Js high time to awake out of ſleep. Come, chriſtian, look around 
| thee, look up. The Saviour reigns. It is broad day, ſee the ſun 
Mining; nay it is in its meridian, and thou art juſt got to thy jour- 
ney's end. © Juſt in fight of thy Father's. houſe. Thy Lord is com- 
ing to meet thee, and what, ſleep on now and take thy reſt ! The 
1 thee in his word, Now is thy ſalvation nearer 
n when thou firſt believed.” The Lord is at hand. Let thy 
moderation [in care after the things of this world] be known 
unto all men.” What art thou graſping ſo much of periſhing 
things for? Thou canſt not hold them long. Off hands, before 
death, make thee quit thy hold. Think what thou art ſpiritually 
born for and called to, and art juſt going to take poſſeſſion of. 
Verily, if thy foul is broad awake, thou ſeeſt things as they really 
are. Trug, with all its toys, and pleaſures how ſhort! ETERNIT x, 
wich all its rich glories, and ineſtimable bleſſings, how long! Jeſus, 
with all his endearing amiableneſs, in his adorable perſon, preci- 
ous offices, bleſſed promiſes, and glorious work and accompliſh- 
ments for thee,” as the ' beſt Object of all thy hope, love, peace 
and joy. For ſhame ſleep not, when the delightful preſence, ſweet 
enjoyment, and heavenly fellowſhip of ſuch'a friend and companion 
may be enjoyed, If thou haſt loſt the ſenſe of this by ſleep, O 
reſolve” with the church, I will. give no ſleep to my eyes, or 
Number to my eyc-lids, until I find the Lord.” Pfalm 132. 4, 5 · 


D x c. 15. | 349) 


Match ye, and faſt in the faith, quit yourſelves like 
men, be ſtrong. 1 Cor. 16. 13. 8 


Believers in the Lord Jeſus are partakers of an everlaſting ſalva- 
tion on earth. No enemy can deprive them of the full enjoyment 
of it in glory; becauſe * they are kept by the mighty power or 
God; but then we are daily to conſider it is © through faith.” 1 Pet. 


1. 5. Do we believe in the atonement of Jeſus' blood? do we re- 


ly on the perfection of his righteouſneſs? Why ſo? Becauſe the 
word of the Lord is the warrant for our faith. Hence, O ſoul, the 
exhortations from the ſame word to duty are equally binding on thy 
belief and practice. The ſame Lord who has ſaved ps from our 
enemies, calls us to watchfulneſs againſt them. Jeſus, who is gone 
to prepare a place for us in glory, directs us how..to demean 


ourſelves in the way to it. Shall the chriſtian ſoldier negle& the 


command of the captain of his ſalvation, when the glory of God and 

the peace and comfort of his own ſoul B ? Surely not. 
Through watchfulneſs many evils are prevented, many bleſs- 

ings enjoyed. When a chriſtian is off his guard, or aſleep when 


he ſhould watch, how is he expoſed to the attacks and temptations + 


of the' enemy! it is for our good that the Lord has commanded it 
as our duty. It is through his power that hereby the good ſoldier 


of Jeſus Chriſt is enabled to ſtand faſt in the profeſſion, power and 


comfort of faith. It was the rejoicing of St. Paul in the views of 


death, that he had kept the faith, 2 Tim. 4. 7. Would we enjoy 
the ſame comfort? we ſhall ſtrive in the ſtrength of the Lord to 


follow his example—to check the rifings of unbelief—to oppoſe 
the workings of carnal reaſon—to reſiſt ſtedfaſtly in the faith the 
ſubtle deviſes of ſatan. This is our duty and wildom, ſo ſhall, we 
quit ourſelves like men, men of valour and courage... Like the 
victorious ſaints of old, who overcame every enemy chrough the 
blood of the Lamb.” Droop not, O believer, thy ſtrength is the 
Lord's omnipotence. Lift up thy head with boldneſs, thine ene- 
mies are vanquiſhed by a conquering Jeſus. Be. ſtrong, look off 


thyſelf, look to the ſtrong for ſtrength. Look unto. Jeſus continu- 


ally, rely only on the power of his might hourly, his arm is not 
ſhortened. The reliance of faith engages his power, the cry of 
faith obtains victory. There is an open and effectual door, by 


which thou ſhalt enter into glory; but thou muſt fight thy way 
through. - Conſider daily this is our motto, More THAN con- 
QUERORS THROUGH JESUS WHO HATH LOVED Us.” Rom. 8. 37. 
Dear Lord, my thankful heart receives I am my Love's, and he is mine,; 
The hope thine invitation give: Our hearts, our hopes, our paſſions join 


Tothee my joyful lips ſhall raiſe * Nor let a motion, or.a word, 


| The voice of prayer, the voice of praiſe, Nor thought ariſe to grieve my Lord. 


* 


7 


De. 16, (350) 


Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee Cod. 


Every inſtitution of purification under the law referred to Jeſus 
the Purifer of his people. The Old- Teſtament ſaints received in- 
ward purity of heart from the ſame Fountain, Jeſus; and through 
the ſame means, faith in him. Without this inward purity of 
_ . heart, without holineſs, no man ever did or ever {hall ſee the Lord. 
When Jeſus comes to his temple, even the hearts of his people, 
be ſits as a refiner and purifier?” Sinners are the objects of his 
love; ſim is the accurſed thing his ſoul hates; from this he puri- 
fies them. In purity and holineſs his ſoul delights: With this he 
bleſſes bis. diſciples, and then pronounces them bleſſed ; and tells 
them wharein cheſt happineſs conſiſts: Bleſſed are you whoſe hearts 
are pure: bleſſed are your eyes, for they fhall ſee God. . 
Who can. bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? Not one“ 
of fallen Adam's race, Job 14. 4. Such power belongeth to God 
only. Man contributeth nothing hereto. But man, believing, re- 
enerate man, is the bleſſed ſubject of purity and holineſs of heart. 
: — though no glory is due to him, yet holy bleſſed effects 
no from it to God bis Saviour's glory, to his preſent felicity, 
- and to his eternal comfort and joy. To thy ſhame, diſciple, thou 
 knoweſl, being a child of an apoſtate ſinful parent, naturally fin 
was the delight and joy of thine heart. It is thy preſent bleſſed, 
. neſs, that being a child of a holy God, a member, of the holy Je- 
. fas, a ſubje& of the Holy Spirit's new. creating influence, and a 
partaker of holy precious faith; it is natural to thy holy new-borg 
$5 — to love holineſs, as agreeable to the perfections of thy God 
and Saviour, as alſo as it is ſuitable to thy preſent ſtate of bleſſed- 
neſs in Chriſt Jefus. Yea, whence thoſe ſighs and ſorrows at find- 
ing the Canaanites ftill in the land? whence, thoſe grones and 
prayers becauſe fin dwelleth in the fleſn? whence thoſe importu- 
nate cries and Jonging requeſts to Jeſus for total victory and per- 
fett freedom from this trouble ſame inmate? whence that holy joy 
and ſweet complacency in bringing forth © the fruits of holineſs ? 
Come they not hence, that thou art united to a boly Jeſus—thy 
heart is purifed by faith—thou haſt a heart cleanſed from alt fin 
by Chriſt's blood? A new heart and right ſpirit is put within 
4 te Thou doſt ſee God in Chriſt now as thy covenant God. Thou 
phaſt received covenant bleflings from him. Rejoice in him. Shortly 
' - » thou ſhak fee him and enjoy him in his kingdom and glory. 
ed a the: men of broken heart, Blefs'd are the pure, whoſe hearts are 
— x eee eee 
| Phe blood of Chriſt divinely owe, From the defiling pow'r of in; 
A healing balm for all their woes. With endleſs pleafure they ſhall ſee - 
. 4 Godof ſpotleſs puri x. 


* 


D* . 


Righteouſneſs delivereth from death. Prov. 11. 4. 

When a poor ſinner is brought to judge of himſelf according to 
the word of truth, then is he truly wiſe. When he ſees the ex- 
ceeding ſinfulneſs of ſin, he is humbled before the Lord. When 
he conſiders the wages of ſin is death,” he is in fear and tremb- 
ling. But when he is enabled to believe he is righteous in the 


his eyes have ſeen the ſalvation of God; and he hath found a 


_ righteouſneſs that delivers from death. It is never well with the 


ſoul but when in ſimplicity. and godly fincerity it forms its judg- 


ment of fin and righteouſneſs from the word of the Lord; for 


carnal reaſon and fleſhly wiſdom perverts and draws it afide from 


the truth as it is in Jeſus. Sin is a tranſgreſſion of the law : which 
is holy, juſt, and good. The wages of fin is deaths Verily 


then I am a ſinner, and have need to cr Gaily,. « God be merciful 
to me!” Lord, deliver my ſoul from death { What is righteouſ- 
neſs but a perfect obedience to the law of God? I have no righ- 
teouſneſs in myſelf. I have ſinned, and a, ſinner rightebus in 
himſelf is a contradiction in terms. e. 

But here is our mercy, as by man fin entered into the world; and 
death as the curſe of fin, ſo by man came righteouſnefs ; and as a 
blefling of it, deliverance from death. Where can we turn our 
eyes? to whom can we look for this righteouſneſs, this bleſſing, 


this deliverance, but to the Man, Mediator, Sure:y, and Repre- 


ſentative of his people, Jeſus? he is emphatically ſtiled © the 
Righteous.” 1 John 2. 1. This is the comfortable teſtimony the 
Spirit of truth bears of ſeſus, He was made ſin for us who knew 


no ſin, that we (who have no righteouſueſs in ourſelves) might be 


made the righteouſneſs of God in him.” 2 Cor. 5. 21. So the 


righteous Jehovah, who loveth righteouſneſs, and whoſe counte- | 


nance beholds the thing that is juſt, is well pleaſed with the mem- 


bers of Jeſus; for they are clothed with his: righteouſneſs - the Lord 


laid their fins upon Jeſus the Lord imputes the righteouſneſs 
of jeſus to them without works of theirs. So he delivers them 


from deſerved death ſo he juſtifies them in righteouſneſs unto life 
Sternal. | | „ 7 x 15 a 
Here is thy happineſs, O believer! it is thy joyful privilege 
thus to judge of thyſelf. To live in this view of thyſelf is agreea- 
th 


ble to the truth of God's word; it is, witneſſed to thy ſoul by 


Comforter, through faith. This makes the foul joyful in truth 


this animates to all holy obedience in love, gives confidence in pray- 
er, comfort in life, deliverance from death, and boldnefs at the aw- 


ful bar of judgment. © Their righteouſneſs is of me, faith the Lord.” 


Ia, 54. 17. 


* 


Ne. 8. . ( 352 ) 


And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, unto 
which you are called in one body; and be ye thankful, 
Col. 3.15. ; af | et 
poſition in the fallen nature of ſaints. Becauſe thou haſt tarbulency 
and diſorder in thy fleſn, therefore art thou, believer, called upon 
by the word to oppoſe it in the grace of the Spirit. Here is thy 
daily exerciſe. We ſhall ſurely meet with many things from with- 
in and without, which are contrary to the peace of our minds and 
the comfort of our hearts. Thou, O man of God, art to flee theſe 
things. Watch againſt them; pray for victory over them. Thou 
haſt the moſt powerful excitements hereto. Jeſus hath made peace 
by the blood of his croſs, and every diſciple is called to the know- 
ledge and enjoyment of it through faith. 5 
Flence the hand- writing of the law of accuſation is cancelled in 
the mind, fin is dethroned in the heart, the clamours of con · 
ſcience filenced, and ſweet peace with God inwardly felt. Doſt 
thou, ſoul, poſſeſs this happy ſtate? what then ſhall be the um- 
pire? what the the determining rule of thy conduct? Look to the 
word of truth, ſo ſhall thy outward actions be governed right. 
 Pe4cE with God is the fruit of everlaſting love. Its root was 
lanted in the eternal counſel; it bloſſoms and bears fruit in the 
ife-and death of Jeſus, and poor ſinners reap the ſweet heart-felt 
ſenſe of it by faith. Nothing can deſtroy this heavenly plant; but 
many things may cauſe it to droop and wither in ſenſe and experi- 
ence. Let the peace of God rule. Hence it is plain that thou art ex- 
poſed to many things which may prevent its ruling, which are to be 
guarded againſt. While it rears its head, and the peace of Gd 
rules in the heart, its natural influence is to follow peace with all 
men. Vea the peaceful ſoul embraces every member of the Prince 
of peace in the open arms of faith and love. And canſt thou bar - 
ter the enjoyment of this rich gem of thy Redeemer's crown, for 
the gratifications of unbridled paſſion, unchriſtian reſentment, un- 
due revenge againſt thy brother! Hath thy Lord dealt ſo with _ 
thee ? has this been the rule of the meek Lamb's conduct? Thou 
knoweſt otherwiſe. Dearly beloved, avenge not yourſel ves.“ 
Yes 2. avenge thyſelf on the enemy of thy peace, O diſciple, thy 
Pride, which is the cauſe of anger and paſſion. Here fix all thy 
indignation. Againſt this be fired with a holy reſentment. A 
ſenſe of anger will hinder thy prayers. Reſentment will ſhut up 
thy ſpirit > pare gratitude and thankfulneſs to thy God. And 
when this ſweet ſacriſice is not offered from the heart, the ſmoke of 
corruption may cloud the mind and darken the ſoul. Remember 
thy calling, and ſtudy to walk worthy of it. Epheſ. 4. 4. 


D x c. 19. (353 
Aud Mary hath choſen that good part, which ſhall not 


be taken away from ber. Luke 10, 42. 


What the Lord ſaid of Aaron's rod, Numb. 17. f. “ And. it 
ſhall come to paſs that the man's rod whom I ſhalſ ehooſe ſhall 
bloſſom; ”? this is true of the hearts of all his ele& people in Chriſt 
Jeſus. To ſee a dead withered ſtick, cut off from the root, bring 
forth bloſſoms, is a miracle in nature. 80 when the ſoul of a onee 
dead ſinner ſhoots forth the bloſſoms of affection, and chooles:Je- 
ſus as its portion and happineſs, and brings forth fruits of helineſd; 
this is a miracle of grace. rfl oe 2365, 

The love of Jeſus to his people was not only conceived in his 
heart, but was manifeſted in his liſe and death. 80 when dur 
hearts are made acquainted with the love of Jeſus it eannot be hid. 
When Jeſus is choſen as our treaſure, our affections cleave to him, 
we follow him, our delight is to hear his voice, to ſit at his feet, 
and attend upon the gracious words which have dropt from his 
lips. Bleſſed be his name, he indulges his people now with ſpiri- 
tual real communion with him, though we enjoy not his bodily 
This is our heaven upon earth. But it diſſers from the 

eaven of glory in this; becauſe here are many things that inter- 
rupt our conſtant enjoyment of jeſus —ſatan envies it—the fleſh 

luſteth againſt i the world, with its profits and pleaſures, tends 
to allure us from it. And indeed the poor heart is oft times ready 
do fear it ſhall loſe Jeſus? grace and ſalvation. Though, like 
Maxx, the foul hath choſen the good part in time, yet doubts of 
the enjoyment of its portion in a bliſsfal eternity. But that is im- 
2 becauſe Jeſus is God, and it is impoſſible for God 10 


lie. | 2 88 EF oe 
The ſame grace which was effeQual. in Mary's heart, influ- 

ences the heart of every diſciple to the ſame choice; therefote what 
Jeſus ſaid to her in the days of his fleſh, is wrote by his Spirit for 
our conſolation and eſtabliſhment in faith and love. Mary diſ- 

layed the greatneſs of her ſoul in being ſatisfied with no object 
Fore of Jeſus, the humility of her heart in fitting at his feet. Podr 
doubting fearing believer, thy choice of Jeſus is the effect of 
| God's chooſing thee in Jeſas; therefore thy good part, thy happy 
choice, ſhall never be taken from thee ; bat thou ſhalt ſoon hear the 
voice of thy Beloved, ſaying, < Come up hither.” Where Fam, 
there ſhall my ſervants be. F* HOP 1 | 
Thus faith the wifdom-of the Led, The ſoul thit Ricks me tf] tin 
Bleſs'd is the man that hears my word; Immortai wealth and heav* rity gf“! 
Keeps daily watch before my gates, Immortal life is he reward; - 
And at my feet for mercy waits. y In love and favour of his Lord, 

| | 8 y : 


DE c. 20. T4) 
Truly our fellowſhip is with the Father, and. with 
bis Son Jeſus Cbriſt. 1 John i. 3. 


Wbat aſtoniſhing grace! what wonder of love is this! Sinners 
of a mortal race enjoy this glorious privilege of cloſe fellowſhip and 
intimate communion with the infinitely holy and glorious Jehovah. 
This is our higkeſt felicity below. Here we. admire, adore and 
love. Angels behold it with wonder. They rejoice at our con- 


verſion to it: But this fills with rage and fires with malice the in- 


fernal ſpirits. | They hate the truth, and oppoſe and reſiſt all in 
their power our knowledge and enjoyment of it. 22 
Marvel not, O chriſtian, if on this account the world hate you. 
«<6 Ye know it hated me, ſaith our Lord, before it hated you.” But 
hy was Jeſus ſo hated by the world? Why are all' his difciples fo 
hateful to che world ? It is from that enmity which the God of this 
world hath to the truth of the everlaſting goſpel of grace, and by 
«this enmity he influences all his children. Think not, believer, 
the world hates you meerly for your living ſoberly, righteouſfy 
-and godly. in the world. No. Who made greater pretenſions to 
"this than the Phariſees of old, and yet who were more careſſed 
and eſteemed by the world than they? The world will love its 
on. But if you are brought into fellowſhip with the man Chriſt 
F'4 Jeſus by the Spirit and-word of truth, and the Father of all grace 
through the Son, ſatan the adverfary to the truth, with all his le- 
gion of ſpirits and men; will fight againſt you with implacable ha- 
tied. If ſatan is not acquainted with your fweer fellowſhip, yet he 
: knows you are not delighted with having fellowſhip with the un- 
 -fruitful works of darkneſs; therefore he is againſt you. But as 
God and his children have fellowſhip and communion with each 
other in ( the truth as it is in Jeſus,” as the love of God is the 
- ſource. and ſpring of it, and the. Spirit of truth brings us to the 


knowledge and enjoyment, therefore he will preſerve and maintain 


it in believing ſouls, in ſpite of all its enemies here. 
bis divine Comforter 4“ fhall abide with you for ever,” faith 
our Lord. Nor will he leave us, till, through the teſtimony of 


3 Jeſus and the. word of his grace, we are conquerors over every ene- : 
my, when we ſhall come to the perfect uninterrupted enjoyment 


of God and the Lamb above, then faith ſhall be turned into fight, 
19 one into fruition, and love ſhall attain its higheſt accompliſhment 
) 8 


One day ſpent in the place. My willing foul would ſtay⸗ 
Where my dear Lord is ſeen, | In ſuch a frame as this; 
Is ſweeter than ten thouſand days And fit and fing herſelf away 
. . Of pleaſurable ſin. : 


Io everlaſting bliſs. 


$. 


PY a ow. * 1 


DES St. „ 


That we might have firong conſolation, who have fled 
for refuge to the hope ſet before us. Heb. 6: 18. 


Jeſus is the only hope for lot and periſhing finners : to him the 
heirs of promiſe fly: in him they find a refuge ſafe and ſecure from 
every danger, Like the man-ſlayer under the law, who was in 
danger of death on every fide; and no way of ſafety and protection 


but in the city of refuge, which God had appointed for his retreat. 


Here his life was ſafe ; the law of God was his protection; no one 
durſt preſume to take vengeance on him. Such was God's mercy 
to perſons under theſe circumſtances. But how infinitely on quien = 
the ſettlements of grace? here the ſalvation of the foul, eternal 
hfe and glory are — And glory to the rich grace of our 
God, a preſent refuge, a preſent hope, is ſet before us; and 
ſtrong conſolation to be enjoyed by us no. 

Are the eyes of our underſtanding enlightned, that we may ſee 


Jeſus, who is the hope of our calling? are we ſenſible of the inſuffi- 
Ciency of every other hope? have we fled from every refuge of 
lies to Jeſus, and laid hold on him by faith as our only hope? 


This is by the love and grace of the holy Spirit; and he main- 
tains his precious office as a Comforter to us, and according to 
the word of grace and truth he adminiſters ſtrong conſolation, 


| ee refreſhments to our ſouls. And this from the object je. 


us, and from the © immutability of God's counſel, and the con- 
frmation of his oath; which centers in him. What unſpeaka- 
ble mercy is this! See thy diſtinguiſhing grace, O believer, and 
rejoice, not only ſafe but happy not only ſecure but Joyful. 

This is grace upon grace. Not only glory in reverſion, but 
grace in poſſeſſion. You ſee your calling, brethren, and the 


_ riches of your inheritance with all ſaints. Theſe are your ſtrong 


holds, ye priſoners of hope. Though'imprifoned in a body 'of 
fin and death, expoſed to unbelieving doubts and fears, liable to 


ſore trials and conflicts with thine: adverſary ſatan, yet ever con- 


ſider this, nothing but conſolation, ſtrong conſolation awaits. you 


in Chriſt Jeſus. There is your conſtant refuge, your only hope: 


« Abide in me,” ſaith the Lamb. He would have us be ſimple of 
heart; ſo ſhall we be joyful in Spirit; for verily if we look to any. 
other object but Jeſus we ſhall ſmart for it. We can draw comfort 
from no other; but in ſeſus we can triumph with joy; and chal- 
lenge with confidence, Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's elect? it is God that juſtifies, who ſhall condemn ? it is 


Chriſt that died.“ 


i Hoſanna to Chriſt's bounteous love, And yet he feeds his ſaints above 


For ſuch delights below; With nobler bleflings too, 


DE c. 22. e | 1 
3 Then all the diſciples forſook him and fled. Matt. 26. 56. 


him,” the ambitious James who requeſted to fit at our Saviour's 


ples, fotfking Sag eee and diftreſs. The 
A 128 4 the 


aVIO! $ him, this inſtance was ſufficient to turn his love to 
att 


E. of fins; Not one word of upbraidings; but, 
, * Go and ethren,- Kc. Surely, ( Dy 
ke Wet Whirt brechern fill Yes ths bond: of union, the 
mY d ſtill ſabſiſts between the firſt-bory and all his brethren ; 
nor fin, nor death, nor hell, ſhall ever deſtroy it. But, O chriſ- 
tin; under ſenſe of ipgratitude to and forſaking of thy Saviour, 
what*wounds To deep as love? what humiliation of ſoul, what 
5 what repenting does the power of love kingle in 
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Charity ſhall cover a multitude of fins. x Pet. 4.8. 

| Many ſinners have and do awfully deceiv e their peor ſouls by 4 
theſe words: Suppoſing that ſhewing kindneſs 

to the poor, beſtowing large ſums of money to charitable, pur» 


; ra will cover the myltiude of their fins from tbe ſight of a 


oly, ſin-avenging God. O fatal miſtake ! Hence they are en- 


| couraged in their finful practices, from ſuch à vain, unſcriptyral 


hope. It is thy mercy, heliever, to be delivered from ſuch delu- 
fon, to know the truth as it is in Jeſus. For ta atone for fin was 
his bleſſed work, He hath done it effectually by ſhedding his pre- 


cCious blood. And bleſſed only is that map whoſe fins are covered 


by his all- perfect righteonſneſs. Here is the true ſource and ſpring 


of charity, or rather love, love to God and man. We love 


God, becauſe he firſt loved us,” 1 John 4. 19. and through the faith 
of this we obey his commandment, < Love one another,” 
Of this charity or love the moſt excellent things are ſpoken, 
1 Cor. 13. It is in the heart of every believer. Its influence and 
tendency is to put the beſt conſtructions upon the behaviour of 
others; to hide their faults with a veil of love ; to caſt a mantle of 
kindnefs over their failings, like the painter who drew the picture 
of Alexander with his finger on the ſcar in his face: ſo love has a 
kind finger to hide the fcars and blemiſhes, -. and to cover the 
fins of others. Love ſees no faults. See it exemplified in that moſt 
illuſtrious exemplar of charity, Jeſus. In his deep and diſtreſſiug 


agonies and conflicts in the garden, when one would have thoo ht 


his dear diſciples could not be fo regardleſs of his ſufferings, ſo deaf 
to his requeſt as not to watch with him one hour. But, inſtead 


* 


of this, they indulged themſelves with fleep. Here love covered 
this fault. The ſpirit is willing.“ Love finds an excuſe, The 


fleſh is weak.” And when the ſame moſt bleſſed pattern of loy: 
hung expiring in the greateſt agonies on the croſs, yet amidſt the 
taunts and jeers of his enemies and murderers, love venied irfelf 
with his expiring breath, ' Father, forgive them,” adding this, as 


à veil or covering, for they know not what they do. 


Thus hath Jeſus left us an example. He hath given us a new 
commandment, «Love. one. another.” May .the Spirit of love 
keep alive this heavenly temper, and blow u every {| ark into a fer- 
vent flame, that all men may know his diſciples by the badge. of 
love, and be forced to confeſs, . See how. thele Chriſtians "lei 


dot tie ban; 


Love ſuffers long with patient eye,  - Malice-and rages. thafs Ares; of eh. 
Nor is provok'd in haſtm She quenches with her tongue; 


17 Fohhn 
She lets the en inj'ry die, Hopes and beſjeves, and think: a0 ill 
And long forgets the paſt. Tho” the endures the Wrong. 


x 
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le is able 0 ſave to the uttermoſt all that come 
unte God by him,” ſeeing be ever liveth to make inter- 
e fo them; Heb. 7. 5. 


When the ſtrong blaſts of temptations blow, the ſwelling waves 
of Sorruptions lift up their heads, ſatan caſts his fiery darts, the 
thunders of Sinai roar, and the law threatens wrath. and deſtruc- 
tion, catnal reaſon pleads, and unbelief pronounces hopeleſs de- 
pair upon them, happy would it be for. believers, if they could 
ke up the language of faith, expreſſed by the children of God of 
old, Dan: 3. 16, 17. We are not careful to anſwer in this 
matter: Our God, whom we ſerve, is able to deliver us; and he 
will deliver us.” Admirable faith and fortitude ! A ſhining ex- 
umple of Old- Teſtament ſaints, worthy to be imitated by News 
Teftament diſciples. Such a conduct yields eaſe to the mind and 
peace to the conſcience, while it confeſſes Jeſus the only Saviour, 
and gives him the glory dye to his name. And, verily, according 
to their faith ſoit was. They were ſaved to the uttermoſt. Though 
eaſt into the fiery furnace, they had the preſence of Jeſus, and 
wy Weredelivered out of it unhprt. 4 io II 
Who will prefctibe bounds to the ſalvation of Jeſus? He ſaves 
according to his ability. Who can limit that which extends to the 
uttermoſt? Thou comer to God by Jeſus, think not fin is too 
ffons in thee for Jeſus to ſave thee from. He is able to fave to 
the uttermoſt.“ Art thou not willing thus to be ſaved? Verily 
faith longs for it—Tove deſires it—hope expects it. Stagger not 
through unbelicf. The objeRt of faith js a once crucified Jeſus, 
cver-Hoing interceeding Man and Mediator, alſo an omnipo- 
tem God. Is any thing too bard. for the Lord? Why then ſhould 
iin hold thee ove moment under its power? why ſhould it at all 
diſtreſs thy mind? Nay, it could not, but for thy unbelief. But is 
not the ſtrength of Jeſus the moſt powerſul encouragement for poor 
ſinpers to come to God continually — a throne of grace ever open 
4 God of love ſeated on I Jeſus ever living —and always pray- 
Ing .— a ſalvation to the utter moſt perfection promiſed—and the 
3vHnitely powerful Jehovah able to effect 15 eee, ite 30 apt 
Coming to 'God'by. Jeſus, O there is a ſweet myſtery for faith to 
feed upon, to be nouriſhed, and ſtrengihened! We are confident of ac- 
cels; perfectly ſure of acceptance by Jeſas. We are not left to perhaps 
or peradventure, becauſe it is not founded upon ourſelves, what we 
have done or can do, but upon the eternal life and love of Jeſus. 
Chriſt over-rules all mortal things, Our ſorrows and our tears we pour 
| "And manages all our affzirs; ” Into the boſom of our God; 
On humble ſouls the King of kings He hears us in the mournful hour, 
Beftows his counſels and his cares, And helps us bear the heavy load, 
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Behold a virgin ſhall conceive and bear 1 Son, and 
Hall call his name Immanuel. Iſa. 7. 14, » 


Jeſus ſaith, in the character of We I was ; fab of from. 
everlaſting : And my delights. were with the . ſons of men.“ 
Prov. 8. 23, 31. Therefore he would come and dwell among 
us, alt] be God with us. God in our nature. In his concep- 

tion miraculous: In his birth, bis perſon, his offices, his life, 

his death, reſurrection and aſcenſion 'WONDERFUL. : O it is 
the joy of our faith that it has for its object the Lord of hoſts, 
' . who hath done wonderful things, and whoſe counſels of old 
are faithfulneſs and truth.“ Ifa. 25. 1. And here is our Tweet 
meditation, he has appeared in our, human form, a man like 
unto ourſelves. 

« And there will I meet thee,” ſaith Jehovah to Moes, 4 
I will commune with thee from above the mercy- ſeat, and from 
between the cherubims.” Exod. 25. 22. This 1 18 fignificant of 
the human nature of Jeſus, the vail, that is to ſay, his fleſh, 
wherein God and-man truly meet. This i is the real mercy-leat, 
the true propitiation in which God meets us to bleſs us; aud 
we draw nigh to him and enjoy ſweet fellowſhip and commu- 
nion with him. The Knowledge of God in Chriſt reconciling 
the world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto 

them, this is the very life of our ſouls and the joy of our hearts. 
How ſweet is it to conceive of our Lord as becoming a babe, 
living in fleſh for us, dying on the accurſed tree, atoning our 
_ - guilt, and taking away our ſins, We eſteem all other hcpes as 
vain: while this only hope is confolation and joy to poor ſin- 
ners. The Spirit of truth makes this manifeſt to us in the 
word, and bears witneſs of it in our hearts. It is this makes 
us keep a joyful CHRIST MAs all the year round. We celebrate 
Chriſt's birth with joy, and conceive of his nativity with gladneſs 
daily; ' becauſe that day is come that“ we know that Chriſt is 
in the Father, and we in him, and he in us.“ John 14. 20. 
Therefore we are always confident that Jeſas i is the Chriſt, the 
only Saviour of the loſt and guilty, that to this end was he 
born, for this work he game into our world, in his birth 
de begun it, and with his expiring breath he cried dat, . 

IS FINISHED. 

And what is our chief happineſs ? what ſhould be our con- 
ſtant employ on earth ? Saith the evangelical prophet, Behold 
this great myſtery ; dwell deep | in conſtant meditation upon ĩt 3 
from this glorious event ſprings the greateſt glory to God in 
the higheſt; the moſt perle 5 on We the 4 deb be 
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un are bis workmanſhip, created in Cbriſt Jeſus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained that we 
ſhould walk in them. Eph. 2. 10. 


Upon a ſurvey of the works of creation and providence the pſal- 
milt cries out with admiration, „O Lord, how maniſold are thy 
works, in wiſdom haſt thou made them all.” If ſuch a diſplay of 
"wiſdom and glory is viſible in the objects of time and ſenſe, which 
_ riches of wiſdom, oe ted love are manifeſt in the new creation in 

' Chrift Jeſus, whic are of a 'f iritual and eternal nature? 7 
Such is the economy of The covenant of grace, the glorious 
three perſons in the ever-adorable Trinity concur in the falvation 
of ſinners. . God the Father elects in Chriſt Jeſus to glory, and or- 
dains good works as the fruits of everlaſting love for all the heirs 
of ſalvation to walk in. Jeſus, in whom they are choſen, atones 
for all the evil of their fins, and frees them from the condemha- 
tion of the law, But though redeemed from wrath, yet ſuch is our 
nature, that to do evil we are prone, but to do good we have nei- 
"ther will nor power. But the divine Spirit exerts his agency upon 
_ all the members of Jeſus, He operates upon them; and being 
1 their ſouls are created in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs. Es tte e ee 
Oatward good works naturally ſpting from internal ſpiritual 
life. As in nature the cauſe muſt precede the effect, the tree muſt 
be made good. before it brings. forth good fruit: ſo in grace. 
_ Hence chriſtianity is rather a nature by Jeſus Chriſt than a name 
from him. Not a meer ſpeculation of him, bat a creation in him. 
Not a form, in profeſſion and letter, but a life in ſpirit and truth. 
Here is all reaſon and power for obedienee and good works, but 
vo caaſe for glorying in the fleſh. How awful is that deluſion of 
3 the enemy, under pretence of exalting Jeſus, to depreciate the work 

| and glory of the Spirit in the ne creation? For, chriſtian, what 

tbod art called to in thy life, that thou art created to in thy ſoul ? 
what duties thou art exhorted to in the word, thou haſt firength 
and power to perform by the Spirit. Therefore, though ſinful and 

_ loft, thou findeſt thyſelf in the firſt creation, yet thou art ſaved and 
righteous by the new creation in Chriſt Jeſus. In him, being, one 
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Not te the of the Lord But we are come to Sion's hill, 
© The tempeſt, fire and ſmoke T be city of our God, 1 
Wet to the thunder of tt word Were milder words declare his will, 
Which God on Sinai ſtroke, And ſpread his love abroad. 


periſh in the uſing and are deſlined to deſtruction, O what ipfnite 


with him, thou * ſay with Faul, 1 have all things. and 
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and know this is t 


1 thou art Rn gf 


ag dared to tempt him, to queſtion 


| by more, give thee perſett victory over all the 
the malice of hell; and as a vanquiſhed e 


De. 7. (66. 


The God of peace ſhall Iruiſe fatau wider your feet 
ſhortly. Rom. 15. 20. n e ods 
It is very common for the followers of the Lamb to can but 


| not right after this manner: . How can I be a ſon of the God of 


peace how can [be a fubject of the Price of peace ſeeing 1 am 


Hail in war 2 85887 time the ſweet ſound of peace 
i jak Nane in my 


comfortin lenſe of peace is 9 fe 
Gevor, fon 405 Kade 1 5 ſome finful;paſſion, or 


B ber dart of 98 enemy 2 1 an attack upon me; 1 


t 125 commences. and peace is baniſh ', Nay, at, foal, Jeſus 


3s fill peace, Oo 


Lange are 5h thy in this always 
| fight of faith. gr very 2 
be a ſoldier of Jeſus,. 5470 y preſent t ſlate exp hee to enemies. 
ing barn again of the 5925 thy fleſh loft thee, and thag 
leſt it, art groning ander it, 2nd driving alalt it. The 
o 
at peace with him, is non / caſt out by ſeſus; therefore 
en a The world 1 1 e 
es and frowns, iſes an threatnings, anima « the 
of this. worl ro es thee ; becauſe chou art not of 
Ap wood, but 23 . 1 
yi FEI cine pore ppl thee, is ſcriptural mark that 
That thou art at war with them, is an 
widence, a evidence of the lite of thy ſoul and of thy faith 
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 latry, covetouſneks, and: ſelf-marder ?- 14 8 this his hope 
. 5 . No Nor need at zemptationg - 


knows thon art confi ing with ſatan. 
. 1 permit it for u ſeaſoh. Vea, he knows 
* N orercame him. Bu 
Ef fer thee; he 1 

allurance of victory lies in the almi 
PS Fre romiſe of thy Father. Look up wi 
Q LITE, s head is braiſed; the 
pope wk lr wh wry xe 2 
ches. Fight with Ne be will ienpahed thee 30 food 
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87 Puh on the Lard Jeſus crit. Rom. 13. 7 oa | 


| Nan is an active ng. Happineſs is his purſuit. Who will 
ſhew us any bejng 18 his pion ap But to ſeek 1 bo 
from wron Hees! is his conſtant practice. ence 1 277 
-are ever reffleſs and "aneafy; The new-born foul onl: ng | 
dhe eentre of ttue felicity, real good, and permanent T in 
dhe knomledge and enjoyment of the ' Saviour's love. Hence 
paradiſe is regained, a heaven of bliſs is reſtored to his foul. Here 
the- peculiar glory of the goſpel, it ever preſents an object to 
- oor mind, even the Lord Jeſus, from whom alone we derive Peace 
A Eonſcience, joy of heart, and tranſport of ſoul, _ | 
Is there, believer, a day in the year, an hour i in the day, where- 
25 thou wouldſt pray to be excuſed from putti 55 on the Lord Jeſus 
Obriſt as the perfertion of thy nature, and the adorning of thy 
ul? ſurely not: 2 15 one made alive frotn whe dead,” the Holy 
Ghboſt, by the word, Rifs' uf thy < pure mind, by way of remem- 
| — Thou art not to dream over dry heatheniſfi we 
- tures of morality; nor from philofophic rules to ac _— 
and the other habit of virtue; neither art thou left to des 
Fa to os proviſion for the fleſh,” to fulfil the luſts thereof. 
is ought to be the daily exerciſe of thy believing mind, to 
ut on — ord” Jeſus Chiit, as the eflence of every virtue; "for 
'this-confiſts alf thy preſent comfort and holineſs : And by this 
thou wilt become dead to all the pleaſing” 3 objects that 
Rand fo thick around thee to dee thy mind, and . raw thine 
heart from its beſt Friend. 
©: The miſer calls his gold hie own, it is his «god. Hence be ex 
extiſes all his affections upon it, and derives his happineſs from 
ie; The man of pleaſure is in continual ſearch after the enjoy- 
nient of new: deli hts; from the NN objects of a 
- periſhing world. Infinitely greater ſeflings are chriſtians called 
. O believer, Jeſus is thine, in the exerciſe of thy mind and the 
| aFeftions of thy ſoul; put on thy Lord continually as thy righ- 
_ .  teonſneſs, thy ſtrength, t thy. riches, thy pleaſure, thy glory, tine 
.__ ALE. «Oppoſe Chriſt to all the pleaſures the world preſents, to all 
the delights" of ſenſe, and every ſcene of vanity. Put on Chriſt 
| in thy conſcienee, plead the atonement of his precious blood 
againſt-the guilt of ſin—the perfection of his righteouſneſs to eyer 
and of the law. (Boldly-withſtand'every accuſation from fatan 
web, «Chriſt hath died, yea rather is riſen again, and ever lives 
0 make” interceffen for 160 Who is be bat SOON 
: Nom. 8. 34. nene bs 
* e my ſoul, art thou ay: 1 praiſe 
A By the great ſacred Three Let all thy powers agree. 
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. The end of all things, js at hand: be ye therefore ber, and watch 
— 1 Pet 4: 3. 8 1 
Veſterday we were born, to- day we are alive, and to- morrow 
we die. The ſum, total of the human life is juſtly calculated by 
the hoary- headed patriarch Jacob, Few and evil have the days 
of the years of my life been.“ Gen. 47. 9. A truth this that lies 
level with the common obſeryation and judgment of all men: But 
which is admitted into the regenerate heart and conſcience only. 
wich that importance it demands, ſo as ſuitably to affect the mind 


and influence the conduct. Hence the abſolute neceſſity of divine 


faith, the continual need of the believing ſoul exerciſing his 
meditations upon the ſure and certain approaching diſſolution of 
all things. So is he taught to die daily to the periſhing objects of 
time and ſenſe, and to live like himſelf, as an tene inhabitant · 
of a city that hath foundations, whoſe builder and maker is God. 


Io live and lean upon the beloved as the ſtay of ones ſoul, and 


the ſtrength of ones hope, this is true happineſs, _ | 
While all things below periſh in the uſing; inviſible realities, 


„„ 


proſpect, and moſt power fully engage our affections, be- N 


ripen 


cauſe Key are durable and eternal. Hence the ſoul is excited to 


watchfulneſs that he may ftand—to prayer that he may be kept 
and to ſobriety that he may perſevere. O believer, thou canſt not 
but count drunkenneſs and whoredom great ſins; but know alſo 
the cares, riches, pleaſures, and honours of this world, as reall7 
intoxicate the mig and cauſe the heart to be guilty of ſpiri- 
tual adultery, againſt thy loving lawful Bridegroom Jeſus, as out - 
ward groſs fins do the body. What need, what daily need haſt 
thou to watch conſtantly, to be ſobercontinually, and to pray alway ? 
Pride, which is contrary to ſobriety of Judgment of thyſelf ; 
laſt and intemperance, which are inconſiſtent with the ſoundneſs: 
of thy faith, the ſtability of thy hope, and the exerciſe of thy 


love, are ever at hand to beſet thee : Therefore ſay, when canſt 


thou diſpenſe with a watchful frame of ſpirit? when intermit in 
praying to and dependence on thy God? O the ſweet exer- 
ciſe of watching unto prayer for divine power, in prayer for ſweet. 


enlargements, after prayer for a comfortable anſwer from our 
Lord! Ever may this juſt reflection be upon thy mind when 


... tempted or inclined to caſt in thy lat with the carnal, and to in- 


dulge thyſelf in attending the bewitching ſcenes of fin, folly and 
vanity ; am I now acting like one who knows the end of all things 
is at hand? do I behave as one in his right mind? am I watching 


- unito prayer? can I deſire, pray for, and expect the ſenſe of Je- 
ſus love and preſence to be with me? Remember thy calling; it 


is to love and live upon an unfeen Jeſus, and to act as daily expect- 
ing to © receive the end of thy faith, the falvation of thy foul.” _ 
„„ ee © 0. REIT 
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But thanks be to Goa, who Work us. the Wap arent. 
os 4ard. Jeſus Ciriſt. 1 Cor. 15. 59%. welk 


ath, though c 8115, though . 7 its 
9 Hopgh og od by Lord, ſo 10 it cannot e 


Þ not r or Aw the ſoul of any one of his dear members; 3; 


0 9 # 12 e formidable, diſagreeable enemy. to AE, 
| t to 


our ein conceptions concerni . 
e Ne 1. 8 a viſage of te the king of terrors.” 
E 935 or, oo ag 1 nor 155 we able to make him. 17 IG 
8 aſpetz But when in the Fmglicity of little chil- 
dren, we v0 8 heavenly. Father, and tell him how we are 


| we ighted and terrified, at the thought and approach of this dread-, 


| eneryy,, he drives away our fears and terrors, and relieves our 
minds. | But, how dogs our affeRionate. Father effect this, by tell. 


Ing us we are perfect ig fiple! „ and therefore we have overcome. 


death, we- never die, we have nothing to fear, death cangot 
Hurt u us? No. lory to the riches of his grace, though. we are ſinners, 
In ourſelves, and as ſuch maſt die; though we are without fſyeng th. 


_ to grapple with and. 4 87 this powerful enemy; and thou b 5 dur 
bodies muſt fall vi wy 


£.1Q is ſtroke, yet 60. praiſe e the Lord, 
a praiſe him, all hi ints,“ who. giveth. us the victory, N 
th put ſongs of tri ph. into eur mouths, our hearts, not for 
what we ranch age, 0 ut our Father refers us to the glorious at- 
chie vements of our e Lier brother Jeſus: he hath obtained a perſect. 
conqueſt for all the little Alan of his Father's family; and vic- 
7 is not only proclaimed. but given. Jeſus 3 is the  unſheakable, 
of the Father s love: 80 victery over death is given through 5 
B and faith to believe i it in the heart, and triumph i in the con. 
Kenee, is his free gift alſo. Thu: the Spirit tefifies of, and glo- 
rifies Jeſus, Thus t is members FO in. the truth, and are com- - 
forted by the truth. 
Death was brought inte the world by. the father of lies. Hei is 
Jags viſhed. and ct Jeſus, who, is efſentially Tag TRUTH. 
e ſoul that ſinneth ſhall die.” Die, man, or juftice muſt, The 
man Jeſus, the ſinger's ſurety, fell a ſacrifice” to this truth. Hence 
truth is fulfilled 1 in his death, Juflice js Aatisfied,. and death is diſ- 


armed of its fling 7 which is ſin. 285 hath “ put away fin, by 
2 


the ſacrifice of himſelf.“ Heb. 9 


. % And: the ſtrength of fin, 


which, j is the law, Jeſus. hach 12 ty ly fulfilled in his life for us. ” 


e hath- fully anſwered all its demands. And by him all its accu- 
fations are ſilenced. 199 Chriſt! Happy believer! What 


bam can the moſt fierce, poiſonous monſter do thee when it has 
F oft its ſting, and is without, any ſtrength? 


Now to the God of victory who makes us conq'rors while we die, 
In menal thenks le paids Thro Chriſt our living) head, 
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dom. O, is not the thou ghes o 
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D. r. 31. : 3:2 464. 

Then, ſhall the king 4 unte YO bs right band, 
Came, ye bleſſed af uy Father, inherit the kingdom 
Preperes. far yas from the eundaton of ths. arlh, 

25 34. 

«Phat is IE 8 wand os bet hath „Conn, na let ard 
ſow together, the Lord; though your fins be as ſearlet, hy. 
ſhaſl be white as ſhaw: though they be red like erimſon, they hall 
be as wool.” Hr. T. . This is another preetous word from Jeſas 
to dur fuld, « Cons unto me, all ye that hbour and are heavy la- 3 
den, and F'witt give you reſt. Bat O this Taft core, from the 
lips of the King, will de the woff joyful crawning word of alk; 
the beſt wine is reſerved for the aft: and every ſoul who hath taſfled: 


of the firſt on earth, ſhall afſuredly drinle his fl? at the fountain=" 


head, in a bliſsful never-ending eternity 2 e bleſq' 
of iy Parker 7 dee from: ang, open Becky 
Cliofen in me; bleſſed in me with att ſpiritual bl Þ was: 
given to you. I ſou este and gathered you to in time z/ 
and now come and and teen with me for ever in my king 
his enough to make one wiſh to 
break through the walls 67 aur priſon, the body! Pauſe, O ul! 
call together alt thy faculties; rather, O thou divine Spirit, rea- 
lize the view, bring near the Blom: joyful day to our minds! 7 


| give bee now wo dvelt on it with rapture of affections and ar- 
ddur of love. 


«* Inherit the kingdom prepared for von;“ not bought by your 


Wa works; not 00 by your well-doings, but freely given 
7 the gift of my ather's tore and pleaſure, richly: prepared 
> n grace ps; rb bounty, pu ely reſerved for you. Come 


ye. 8 be of my ful flock ſhalt be wanting: There is a man- 
lion for each of you: Fre you had a being, or time commenced, 


the kin er was eſtabliſtred, places prepared, the heirs choſen: ' 


T vifite on earth, ns that you loved me though you faw-me- 
not. I ieitdy worked upon your hearts, and drew them out in 


love to myſelf, my eaufe and my brethren: ſo you approved your. 
ſelves my pe by following my example. Come ye, enter, 


&, enjoy what' you were born for, born again to be meet for. 
no ara wn ſtrikes ones heart with Nara Joy, to conceive 
of the loud hofannas and fhoutings (O that we may cateh more 
of the: heavenly flame of love 4 earth!) < crying, * Salvation 
to our God who ſitteth the throne, and unto the Bamb; 
ute kinn tnt 808 us, and waſhed us from our fins in his own 
blood; and bath made us 8 and prieſts unto God and his 
Father; to him be glory and dominion, ſar. ever and ever. 
Amen.” Rev. 1. 6. | 


Now to the Lord that makes us know | Be Rumble Wear Fel be 55 
The wonders of his dying love, e 
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Zorn out of due time. 1 Cor. 15. 8. 


dee, i word. is truth.” John 12. 17. And they are fully 
weed from, the ſcriptures, in every point, concerning their hope 


ei Which are inconteſtible to thoſe. who have eyes to ſee, or an 
bert 10 underſtand. But beſides all this, we have an inward wit- 
mi chat Jeſus is riſen; for. we find our hearts and affections drawn 
do bim, placed upon him, and enjpy ſweet fellowſhip and commu- 
_ nion with him. This is according to the diſtinguiſhing grace of 
4 | ; ;, God: One ſhall be taken and another left,” he things of the 
=. kingdom of Jeſus, * are bid from the wiſe and prudent and revealed 
= * unto babes. What ſhall we ſay to this? If we have the mind of 
_  - Chrif, we ſhall bumbly.acquieſce with divine ſovereignty, and fay 
= with Jeſus, * Even. ©, Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy fight.” 
* | Matt. 11. 25, 26. Grace is thine ; thou haſt a ſovereign right to do 
NY What thou wilt with thine own ; to give that to whom thou pleaſeſt 
w bich thou oweſt to none. No man knoweth the Son but the Fa- 
BR | ce neither knoweth any man the Father ſave the Son, and he to 


he had of himſelf, not on 7 the leaſt, but: me, who am Lzss than 

the leaſt of all ſaints.” Eph w done with his 

E nt rivileges, his notions of fulfilling terms and 
nal 
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